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Speech Sound Disorders

Speech Sound Disorders – Articulation and Phonology, ASHA

https://www.asha.org/practice-portal/clinical-topics/articulation-and-phonology/
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Previous Norms

• Sanders (1972) “the horizontal bar graph” (left side indicated 50% 
mastery, right side of bar indicated 90% mastery)

• Iowa-Nebraska norms (1990) sample only in the Iowa-Nebraska 
region of the United States (997children ages 3-8)

• Shriberg (1993) “early, middle, late eight (64 children ages 3-6)

Adapted from Neal,. A. “Rethinking the School Based SLP Workload Under the Lens of IDEA,” GOSSLP Conference, February 9, 2023. 
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Speech Sound Development Chart
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Boys Based on Iowa Nebraska Norms
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New Speech Sound Norms



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 7

Children's English Consonant Acquisition in 
the US: A Review by McLeod and Crowe, 2020

• Comprehensive review of 15 
studies

• 18,907 students

• Most consonants acquired by 
age 5.0

• Authors recommend a synthesis 
of knowledge from multiple 
sources in clinical decision 
making

Crowe, K. and McLeod, S.  “Children’s English Consonant Acquisition in the United States: A Review,” American

Journal of Speech-Language Pathologist Volume 29, Issue 4, November 2020. 

https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2020_AJSLP-19-00168
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2020_AJSLP-19-00168
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Norms

Eligibility Considerations: More than 
Norms

• Consonants and vowels
• Consonant clusters
• Polysyllables
• Speech perception
• Intelligibility
• Stimulability
• Phonological awareness
• Spelling
• Reading
• Academic and/or social impact
• Insights from the child
• Insights from parents and teachers

Crowe, K. and McLeod, S.  “Children’s English Consonant 

Acquisition in the United States: A Review,” American

Journal of Speech-Language Pathologist Volume 29, Issue 4, 

November 2020. 

https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2020_AJSLP-19-00168
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2020_AJSLP-19-00168
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2020_AJSLP-19-00168
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/2020_AJSLP-19-00168
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Georgia Department of Education
Next Steps

• Taskforce Development – to consist of Speech-Language 
Pathologists currently practicing in Georgia schools and 
district leaders

• Purpose – to study available evidence-based information 
related to speech sound production norms and to make 
recommendations for school-based speech and language 
eligibility criteria in Georgia

• Goal – to establish speech sound normative data that 
supports consistent eligibility criteria from district to district 
across Georgia
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Questions

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://freepngimg.com/png/85354-text-question-blog-questions-logo-any
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Contact Information

Barbara Ross

Program Specialist

Preschool/619 Coordinator

Georgia Department of Education

Barbara.ross@doe.k12.ga.us

Cell: 678-444-0571

mailto:Barbara.ross@doe.k12.ga.us
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