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GCSA Mission
The Georgia Charter Schools Association supports, fosters, and advocates 
for the development of high-quality public charter schools and networks 
that improve opportunities for students throughout the state.

Est. 2001 as a Georgia non-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation and the 
membership organization for charter schools and petitioners. 

Membership = operational charter schools, charter school petitioners, 
charter school developers, and charter school operators.  (Approximately 
85% of Georgia charter schools are active GCSA members.)  

Areas of Focus
• Policy and Advocacy (Legislative and Regulatory Focus) 

• School Success (Direct-To-School Services) 

• Charter Pipeline Development (“Incubating” New Charter Schools)

• Charter School Facilities Support (GCSA Facility Resource Center)
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Focus Area—POLICY & ADVOCACY

What We Do:

• Equity 
• Autonomy
• Access
• Quality

• Appropriations 
• Legislation
• Rule
• Organization-Level

Policy Priorities Policy Channels
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Focus Area—SCHOOL SUCCESS

What We Do:
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Focus Area—PIPELINE DEVELOPMENT

What We Do:
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Focus Area: CHARTER FACILITIES

What We Do:

FRC Origin Story: A 2019 study of GA’s charter school facility/financing environment 
revealed that charter schools spend TWICE what districts spend on facilities despite 
lacking access to dedicated funding streams like ESPLOST dollars and revenue bonds that 
traditional public schools use to offset capital costs. The primary recommendation from 
this study was to create a statewide facilities “hub” that could address GA’s multifaceted 
issues. As a result, GCSA launched its FRC in July 2020. 



LEADERSHIP TEAM

TONY ROBERTS, PhD – President and CEO
troberts@gacharters.org

BONNIE HOLLIDAY, PhD – Chief Strategy Officer
bholliday@gacharters.org

LESLIE GABBIANELLI – Chief Operating Officer
lgabianelli@gacharters.org

GREGG STEVENS – VP, New School Development
gstevens@gacharters.org

CHRISTA THOMAS – VP, School Success
cthomas@gacharters.org

MICHELLE WiRTH – Sr. Director of Communications
mwirth@gacharters.org
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