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    Progress 
Answers the question… 
 
Are students growing at a typical or high rate 
compared to academically-similar students from 
across Georgia? 
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The Progress calculation is based on the 
Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs) for Full 
Academic Year (FAY) students for each content 
area. GAA assessment scores are not utilized 
for this calculation.  
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• An SGP describes a student’s growth relative to 
academically-similar students. 
 

• This ensures a student’s starting point is considered 
when measuring his or her growth. 
 

• SGPs range from 1 to 99. 
 

• All students, regardless of their prior achievement 
level, have the opportunity to demonstrate all levels 
of growth. 

Student Growth Percentiles 
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ELA EOC  
9th Grade Literature and Composition  
American Literature and Composition 

Math EOC  
Coordinate Algebra 
 Analytic Geometry   

Science EOC  
Biology   
Physical Science 

Social Studies EOC 
US History  
Economics  
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ELA EOG 
Math EOG 
Science EOG 
Social Studies EOG 
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• The denominator value is FAY Participants with an SGP. 
 
• The numerator value is FAY Participants with an SGP 

meeting Typical or High Growth.  
 
 Rate =      Students Meeting Typical and High Growth  
                           FAY Participants with an SGP 

Progress Calculation 
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 Points for High Schools  

11 

 Sum the counts of Students Meeting Typical/High Growth. 
 Sum the counts of Students with SGPs. 
 Divide Students Meeting Typical/High Growth by Students with 

SGPs to get the Weighted Performance. 
 Progress is benchmarked at the 95th percentile value (75.4%)  

based on state level data for each grade band. 
 Divide the Weighted Performance by the decimal value of the 

benchmark to obtain the adjusted performance. 
 Multiply the adjusted performance by 40. 
 The product is Progress Points Earned.  
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 Points for  
Middle Schools  

 Sum the counts of Students Meeting Typical/High Growth. 
 Sum the counts of Students with SGPs. 
 Divide Students Meeting Typical/High Growth by Students with 

SGPs to get the Weighted Performance. 
 Progress is benchmarked at the 95th percentile value (74.8%) 

based on state level data for each grade band. 
 Divide the Weighted Performance by the decimal value of the 

benchmark to obtain the adjusted performance. 
 Multiply the adjusted performance by 40. 
 The product is Progress Points Earned.  
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 Points for  
Elementary Schools  
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 Sum the counts of Students Meeting Typical/High Growth. 
 Sum the counts of Students with SGPs. 
 Divide Students Meeting Typical/High Growth by Students with 

SGPs to get the Weighted Performance. 
 Progress is benchmarked at the 95th percentile value (76.6%) 

based on state level data for each grade band. 
 Divide the Weighted Performance by the decimal value of the 

benchmark to obtain the adjusted performance. 
 Multiply the adjusted performance by 40. 
 The product is Progress Points Earned.  
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Achievement Gap 
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Achievement Gap 

• Goal – Increase the achievement of schools’ lowest 
achieving students 

• Measures – The gap between schools’ lowest-
achieving students and the state average and the 
extent to which the lowest-achieving students are 
making academic progress. 
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Achievement Gap 

• Gap size 
• The size of the gap between the school’s lowest 25% of 

achievers based on current scores by content area and 
the state average. 

• Utilizes z scores 

• Gap progress 
• The current year progress demonstrated by the school’s 

lowest 25% of achievers based on prior scores by 
content area. 

• Utilizes z scores and SGPs 
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Achievement Gap 
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Example – MS Math 
Student Grade Scale Score Z Score Scale Score 

Prior 
Z Score Prior SGP 

Sarah 6 439 -1.49 760 -2.23 63 

Peyton 6 497 -0.30 850 0.07 53 

Caroline 6 570 1.19 959 2.86 6 

Noah 7 515 -0.01 818 -0.42 88 

Kenneth 7 513 -0.05 813 -0.58 92 

Matthew 7 454 -1.16 800 -0.98 28 

Jordan 8 475 -0.77 807 -0.94 65 

Tyra 7 531 0.29 831 -0.02 67 

Roberto 6 516 0.09 819 -0.72 68 

Lydia 6 521 0.19 850 0.07 46 

Parrish 7 539 0.44 875 1.35 1 

Landon 8 494 -0.41 836 -0.15 25 
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Gap progress is based on prior scores – in 
other words, who were the lowest 25% of 
achievers when they started the school year? 
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Gap progress is based on prior scores – in 
other words, who were the lowest 25% of 
achievers when they started the school year? 

Then we find the meanGP for this group – in 
other words, how much progress did the 
lowest 25% (based on prior scores) make this 
year? 

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Richard Woods,  
Georgia’s School Superintendent 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
gadoe.org 

Example – MS Math 
Student Grade Scale Score Z Score Scale Score 

Prior 
Z Score Prior SGP 

Sarah 6 439 -1.49 760 -2.23 63 

Peyton 6 497 -0.30 850 0.07 53 

Caroline 6 570 1.19 959 2.86 6 

Noah 7 515 -0.01 818 -0.42 88 

Kenneth 7 513 -0.05 813 -0.58 92 

Matthew 7 454 -1.16 800 -0.98 28 

Jordan 8 475 -0.77 807 -0.94 65 

Tyra 7 531 0.29 831 -0.02 67 

Roberto 6 516 0.09 819 -0.72 68 

Lydia 6 521 0.19 850 0.07 46 

Parrish 7 539 0.44 875 1.35 1 

Landon 8 494 -0.41 836 -0.15 25 

27 

Gap progress is based on prior scores – in 
other words, who were the lowest 25% of 
achievers when they started the school year? 

Then we find the meanGP for this group – in 
other words, how much progress did the 
lowest 25% (based on prior scores) make this 
year? 

63 + 28 + 65
3 = 52 
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Gap progress is based on prior scores – in 
other words, who were the lowest 25% of 
achievers when they started the school year? 

Then we find the meanGP for this group – in 
other words, how much progress did the 
lowest 25% (based on prior scores) make this 
year? 

63 + 28 + 65
3 = 52 Gap Progress Score 

meanGP < 35 0 

35 ≤ meanGP < 50 1 

50 ≤ meanGP ≤ 65 2 

meanGP > 65 3 
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Gap size is based on current scores – in 
other words, who are the lowest 25% 
of achievers at the end of the school 
year? 
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Gap size is based on current scores – in 
other words, who are the lowest 25% 
of achievers at the end of the school 
year? 

Then we find the average z score for 
this group and compare that to the 
state average – in other words, how 
close to the state average is the 
current lowest 25%? 
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Gap size is based on current scores – in 
other words, who are the lowest 25% 
of achievers at the end of the school 
year? 

Then we find the average z score for 
this group and compare that to the 
state average – in other words, how 
close to the state average is the 
current lowest 25%? 

−1.49 + −1.16 + (−0.77)
3 = −1.14 

0 − −1.14 = 1.14 
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Gap size is based on current scores – in 
other words, who are the lowest 25% 
of achievers at the end of the school 
year? 

Then we find the average z score for 
this group and compare that to the 
state average – in other words, how 
close to the state average is the 
current lowest 25%? 

−1.49 + −1.16 + (−0.77)
3 = −1.14 

0 − −1.14 = 1.14 

Gap Size Score 

1.2 or greater 0 

0.9 – 1.19 1 

0.5 – 0.89 2 

Less than 0.5 3 
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Achievement Gap 
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Achievement Gap 

• Calculate gap size for each subject 
• Difference between state average (0) and mean z score 

(based on current scores) of the lowest 25% 
• Assign rubric value 

• Calculate gap progress for each subject 
• MeanGP of the lowest 25% (based on prior scores) 
• Assign rubric value 

• For each subject, take the higher of the gap size 
and gap progress 

• Divide total points earned / total points possible 
• Multiply by 10 to get final points 
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
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atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us or (404) 463-6666 
 

Michelle Christensen, Accountability Specialist 
mchristensen@doe.k12.ga.us or (404) 463-1175 

 
Tianna Floyd, Accountability Specialist 

tfloyd@doe.k12.ga.us or (404) 463-1166 
 

August Ogletree, Ph.D., Accountability Research Specialist 
aogletree@doe.k12.ga.us or (404) 463-6675 

 
Qi Qin, Assessment Specialist, Growth Model 

qqin@doe.k12.ga.us or (404) 657-0311 
 

Paula Swartzberg, Accountability Specialist 
pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us or (404) 463-1539 

 
Melissa Fincher, Ph.D., Deputy Superintendent for Assessment and Accountability 

mfincher@doe.k12.ga.us or (404) 651-9405 
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