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Purpose of This Guide 

The purpose of this guide is to provide system and school personnel with information to interpret reports 
and data related to the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA). In 2012–2013, students taking the GAA were 
assessed in the following content areas:

• Kindergarten: English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics
 y Grades 3–8 and High School: English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies

Purpose of This Assessment

An essential tenet of both the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA) and the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) is that states must ensure that all students, including students with significant 
cognitive disabilities, have access to a curriculum that encompasses challenging academic standards. The GAA 
helps ensure that all students have the opportunity to learn. The GAA, designed with the assistance of Georgia 
general and special educators, is a portfolio of original student work that allows participants to showcase 
the achievements and progress they have made in skills aligned to the Georgia curriculum. To document 
that progress, teachers collect student work samples during two collection periods. The first collection period 
provides evidence of the student’s entry-level performance (initial/baseline performance of the skill); the second 
collection period provides evidence of the student’s achievement/progress to date.

Alternate assessments, such as the GAA, allow for alternate achievement standards. This means teachers may 
adjust learning expectations to meet the needs and learning styles of the unique and diverse group of students 
who participate in alternate assessments. While the student work samples included in the portfolio must be 
aligned to the student’s grade-level, work on prerequisite skills is acceptable.

Instructional activities designed for students should be appropriately challenging for each student; while some 
students may be working on prerequisite skills to access the grade-level standards, others may be able to 
complete work more directly aligned to the standard. The GAA portfolio system is designed to be flexible, 
allowing teachers to select eligible standards appropriate for each individual student and customize instruction 
accordingly. 

the USe of alternate aSSeSSmentS

It is important to clarify several issues that impact both individual student and school accountability. The 
following principles are based on federal and state law, including regulations promulgated by the U.S. 
Department of Education regarding the use of alternate assessments.

Every student must participate in Georgia’s annual student assessment program, including students with 
disabilities. Excluding students with disabilities from testing is a violation of both IDEA and ESEA.

In general, the GAA is appropriate only for the small number of students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities—those who cannot participate in the general statewide assessments, even with maximum 
appropriate accommodations. These students appropriately participate in the  state-mandated curriculum 
through alternate achievement standards.



Georgia Department of Education
June 2013 • All Rights Reserved

General InformaTIon

4

For students with disabilities, each student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) team determines how 
the student shall participate in Georgia’s student assessment program. If (and only if ) a student’s IEP team 
determines that a student cannot meaningfully access the general statewide assessments, even with maximum 
appropriate accommodations, then the student must participate in the GAA.

The U.S. Department of Education defines alternate achievement standards as setting an expectation of 
performance that differs in complexity from a grade-level achievement standard. Alternate achievement 
standards must be aligned with the state’s curriculum standards, promote access to the general curriculum, and 
reflect a professional judgment of the highest achievement standards possible for the individual student. An 
alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards may reflect prerequisite skills rather than grade-
level skills, but must still be challenging for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

USeS of Gaa SCoreS 

The GAA serves as one indicator of student achievement and progress and should be interpreted in conjunction 
with other available information about the student. Scores emanating from the GAA should not be interpreted 
in isolation. The GAA is not a direct evaluation of the progress students have made on IEP goals and objectives. 
However, GAA results should be considered in conjunction with IEP goals and objectives.

In order to adequately identify, describe, and address specific performance strengths and weaknesses, it is 
necessary to acknowledge that individual competencies do not spring from a single source. A variety of 
information is necessary to develop a comprehensive educational plan. To put it simply, to improve individual 
performance it is essential to identify the areas in which need is apparent. In the educational measurement 
setting, this has been termed “multiple measures.” The underlying premise of multiple measures is this: to 
improve learning, it is important to be able to examine information from a variety of sources to identify what 
needs improving and how this can be accomplished. It is important to remember that, as with any other 
statewide assessment, the GAA is a reflection of the educational program provided to the student as well as the 
student’s progress toward achievement of curriculum standards.

StUDent PortfolIoS

The GAA is based on the development of portfolios for students. The portfolio often contains a series of 
captioned photographs, video clips of student performance, audio tapes of student responses, examples of 
student performance on paper-and-pencil tasks, data sheets of academic skills, and other information about 
the student. A review of best practices indicates that educators should develop the student portfolio as a 
management tool to allow ongoing assembly and evaluation of data on each student’s performance. A portfolio 
is the compilation and documentation of student academic skill development that can be useful for many 
activities and processes.

A student portfolio also becomes the database for documentation of reported achievement on alternate 
achievement standards. Just as a regular assessment is a sampling of student achievement, so is the alternate 
assessment. For students without disabilities, we administer other assessments to monitor progress and 
learning. The student portfolio can serve the same purpose for students with significant cognitive disabilities 
who cannot participate in the general statewide assessment program.
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Student portfolios are useful because they

• provide on-going documentation of student skills with a progressive history;
• merge instructional and assessment activities;
• allow students to demonstrate strengths, knowledge, skills, and independence; and
 y provide meaningful ways to review student progress with parents.

Participation Guidelines for the GAA

StUDentS teSteD

For any grade where all students are assessed, students with disabilities participate in the general statewide 
assessment or an alternate assessment. Georgia mandates assessment for all students in Kindergarten through 
grade 8, and High School. The GAA is the state-provided alternate assessment. Due to budget constraints, 
assessments in grades 1 and 2 were not administered during the 2012–2013 school year.

Students eligible to participate in the GAA in Kindergarten must be assessed in ELA and Mathematics. Students 
eligible to participate in the GAA in grades 3–8 and High School must be assessed in ELA, Mathematics, 
Science, and Social Studies. Students in High School are tested for the first time in grade 11.

The Participation Guidelines flowchart on the following page was used by the IEP team as they made their 
determination as to whether or not a student was eligible for assessment with the GAA.

reteSt oPPortUnItIeS for hIGh SChool StUDentS

Since Fall 2011, High School students pursuing a diploma, who are assessed using the GAA, and who did not 
achieve a proficient score on one or more content areas, are offered retest opportunities. Three testing windows 
are offered each year. Students may retest in the content area(s) in which they did not receive a proficient score 
(i.e., received a proficiency level of Emerging Progress). Only students who were enrolled in the ninth grade 
during the 2008–2009 school year and beyond, and who are seeking a regular education diploma, may exercise 
the option to retest. Students seeking a special education diploma are not required to retest. Students must be 
tested once in middle school in order to be eligible to test for the GAA in High School.
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Participation Flowchart

 
 Can the student show what he/she knows on a general assessment using accommodations? 

The student should participate in 
general state assessments with or 

without accommodations. 

Does the student have a disability that 
presents “unique and significant” 
challenges to participation in 
statewide assessments regardless of 
available accommodations? 

Does the student have significant 
intellectual disabilities or a 
combination of intellectual 
disabilities with motor, sensory, or 
emotional behavior disabilities? 

Does the student require substantial 
adaptations and support to access the 
general education curriculum? 

Does the student require instruction 
focused on application of state 
standards through relevant life skills?

The student should participate in 
the Georgia Alternate Assessment.

YES NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 
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Scoring the Georgia Alternate Assessment

PortfolIo SCorInG

The GAA portfolio entries are scored on four discrete dimensions: Fidelity to Standard, Context, Achievement/
Progress, and Generalization. A separate score is assigned for each dimension. Following is a brief description 
of these dimensions.

 y  fidelity to Standard: a dimension of the scoring rubric that assesses the degree to which the 
instructional activity, as demonstrated by student work, addresses the grade-level standard.

 y  Context: a dimension of the scoring rubric that assesses the degree to which the student work exhibits 
the use of grade-appropriate materials that reflect a purposeful and natural/real-world application.

 y  achievement/Progress: a dimension of the scoring rubric that assesses the measurable, forward 
movement of a student’s performance of a standards-based instructional task as documented by 
increased proficiency over time. Progress will be assessed from the first collection period, which will 
demonstrate the student’s initial skill level, to the second collection period, which will demonstrate a 
more advanced level of skill development.

 y  Generalization: a dimension of the scoring rubric that assesses the student’s opportunity to 
apply learned skills in other settings and with various individuals in addition to the teacher or 
paraprofessional. Generalization is scored once across the portfolio.

The possible scores for each of the dimensions are as follows:

Dimension Possible Points

fidelity to Standard (per content area) 1–3

Context (per content area) 1–4

achievement/Progress (per content area) 1–4

Generalization (for the entire portfolio) 1–4

Prior to scoring by Questar Assessment, Inc. (Questar), a committee of Georgia educators was convened to 
provide direction on scoring procedures through an activity called rangefinding. In late March 2013, this 
committee of experienced Georgia special education and general education professionals scored a sample of 
currently submitted portfolios representing all grade levels and content areas. Through this activity, Georgia 
educators set the parameters for each score point (the upper and lower limits) for each of the rubric dimensions. 
The committee discussed each entry in the portfolio and provided a rationale for the score assigned for each 
dimension. From this rangefinding exercise, scoring guides were created to train Questar’s scorers. The scorers 
are trained and monitored to ensure that the portfolios from Georgia’s students are scored according to the 
rationale specifically developed by and for the state of Georgia. Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) 
staff from both the Division of Assessment and Accountability and the Division of Special Education Services 
and Supports are on site to monitor scoring.
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GeorGIa alternate aSSeSSment SCorInG rUbrIC

The Georgia Alternate Assessment is scored using the following scoring rubric.

Dimension 1 2 3

Fidelity to 
Standard

(scored for each entry)

The instructional 
activity is aligned to and 
exposes the student to 
a content standard, but 
the student work does 
not address academic 
content.

The instructional 
activity is aligned to a 
content standard; the 
student work addresses 
academic content but at 
an access or entry level.

The instructional 
activity is aligned to 
a content standard, 
all aspects of the 
element selected are 
addressed, and the 
student work addresses 
academic content at 
or approaching basic 
grade-level expectations.

1 2 3 4

Context
(scored for each entry)

Materials are not grade 
appropriate.

Materials are grade 
appropriate, but the 
student work does not 
reflect a purposeful 
application.

Materials are grade 
appropriate, and the 
student work reflects a 
purposeful simulated 
application.

Materials are grade 
appropriate, and the 
student work reflects a 
purposeful natural/real-
world application.

Achievement/
Progress

(scored for each entry)

Student demonstrates
little

achievement/progress 
in targeted instructional 
activity.

Student demonstrates
some

achievement/progress 
in targeted instructional 
activity.

Student demonstrates
reasonable

achievement/progress 
in targeted instructional 
activity.

Student demonstrates
exceptional

achievement/progress 
in targeted instructional 
activity.

Generalization
(scored once across all 
entries in portfolio)

Student performs tasks 
in one or more settings 
with no evidence of 
interaction(s) beyond 
those with the primary 
instructional provider.

Student performs tasks 
in one or more settings 
with evidence of 
interaction(s) with other 
instructional providers 
and/or disabled 
classmates.

Student performs tasks 
in two different settings 
with evidence of 
interaction(s) with non-
disabled peers and/or 
community members.

Student performs 
tasks in three or more 
different settings 
with evidence of 
interaction(s) with non-
disabled peers and/or 
community members.

fidelity to Standard: a dimension of the scoring rubric that assesses the degree to which the instructional 
activity, as demonstrated by student work, addresses the grade-level standard.

Context: a dimension of the scoring rubric that assesses the degree to which the student work exhibits the use 
of grade-appropriate materials that reflect a purposeful and natural/real-world application.

achievement/Progress: a dimension of the scoring rubric that assesses the measurable, forward movement of 
a student’s performance of a standards-based instructional task as documented by increased proficiency over 
time. Progress will be assessed from the first collection period, which will demonstrate the student’s initial skill 
level, to the second collection period, which will demonstrate a more advanced level of skill development.

Generalization: a dimension of the scoring rubric that assesses the student’s opportunity to apply learned skills 
in other settings and with various individuals in addition to the teacher or paraprofessional. Generalization is 
scored once across the portfolio.
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Performance Level Determination

SCore DetermInatIon for eaCh DImenSIon In KInDerGarten anD GraDeS 3–8

For Kindergarten, each portfolio consisted of four entries—two for ELA and two for Mathematics. For grades 
3–8, each portfolio consisted of six entries—two for ELA, two for Mathematics, one for Science, and one for 
Social Studies. Every entry was scored for each of the three rubric dimensions of Fidelity to Standard, Context, 
and Achievement/Progress. Generalization was scored once across the portfolio. The following examples 
demonstrate how the total score for a dimension is calculated.

When there is one entry (i.e., grade 3–8 Science and Social Studies), the score for each dimension is determined 
by the reader. Where there are two entries (i.e., ELA and Mathematics), the total score for each dimension is 
calculated as the average of the two entry scores rounded to the nearest whole point. If one of the two entries 
is nonscorable, that entry is treated as having a score of zero for the purpose of calculating the average.

Dimension Score =
Entry 1 Score + Entry 2 Score

(rounded)
2

Score calculations for Mathematics are the same as the ELA examples below.

examples:

Generalization (scored once across all scorable entries) 

Dimension score = Generalization score 

The Generalization score assesses a student’s opportunity for interaction with others, as well as the diversity 
of settings across all content areas and entries in the portfolio. The student performs tasks in one or more 
settings with evidence of interactions with other instructional providers, classmates with or without disabilities,  
and/or community members.

Finally, the scores for each of the dimensions are not combined to form a single numeric score, but are reported 
separately. For example, a student may receive a score of Fidelity 3, Context 1, Achievement/Progress 4, 
Generalization 2, or 3142 in ELA.

rubric Dimension: Context
ELA Entry 1 Score: 1
ELA Entry 2 Score: 1
Total Score = (1 + 1) / 2 = 1
Total Context Dimension score = 1

rubric Dimension: fidelity to Standard
ELA Entry 1 Score: 2
ELA Entry 2 Score: 3
Total Score = (2 + 3) / 2 = 2.5

2.5 rounds to 3
Total Fidelity to Standard Dimension score = 3

rubric Dimension: achievement/Progress
ELA Entry 1 Score: 4
ELA Entry 2 Score: 4
Total Score = (4 + 4) / 2 = 4
Total Achievement/Progress Dimension score = 4
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SCore DetermInatIon for eaCh DImenSIon In hIGh SChool

Beginning with the 2011–2012 school year, the High School main administration and each retest administration 
of the GAA incorporated multiple readers into the scoring process. Each High School portfolio consists of 
two entries each for ELA, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. Two independent readers score each entry 
submitted for the student’s portfolio in the three rubric dimensions of Fidelity to Standard, Context, and 
Achievement/Progress. For the main administration, each reader scores Generalization once across the entire 
portfolio. 

note: for each content area requiring a retest, both entries for the content area must be submitted. 

The entry score is determined by averaging the scores from reader one and reader two.

Entry 1 Score =
Reader 1 Score + Reader 2 Score

(unrounded)
2

examples:

rubric Dimension: fidelity to Standard
reader 1 ELA Entry 1 Score: 2
reader 2 ELA Entry 1 Score: 3
ELA entry 1 Score = (2 + 3) / 2 = 2.5

rubric Dimension: fidelity to Standard
reader 1 ELA Entry 2 Score: 3
reader 2 ELA Entry 2 Score: 3 
ELA entry 2 Score = (3 + 3) / 2 = 3
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SCore DetermInatIon for eaCh DImenSIon In hIGh SChool (ContInUeD)

After the entry scores are determined for each content area, a total score for each dimension within each 
content area is calculated as the average of the entry scores rounded to the nearest whole point. If one entry is 
nonscorable, that entry is treated as having a score of zero for the purpose of calculating the average.

Dimension Score =
Entry 1 Score + Entry 2 Score

(rounded)
2

Score calculations for Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies are the same as the ELA examples below.

examples:

Generalization (scored once across all scorable entries). Note: High School entries are scored by two readers, 
so the Generalization score for High School represents an average of the scores from reader one and reader two.

Dimension score = Generalization score

The Generalization score assesses a student’s opportunity for interaction with others, as well as the diversity of 
settings across all content areas and entries in the portfolio. The student performs tasks in one or more settings 
with evidence of interactions with other instructional providers, classmates with or without disabilities, and/
or community members.

Finally, the scores for each of the dimensions are not combined to form a single numeric score, but are reported 
separately. For example, a student may receive a score of Fidelity 3, Context 1, Achievement/Progress 3, 
Generalization 2, or 3132 in ELA.

rubric Dimension: Context
ELA Entry 1 Score: 1
ELA Entry 2 Score: 1
Total Score = (1 + 1) / 2 = 1
Total Context Dimension score = 1

rubric Dimension: achievement/Progress
ELA Entry 1 Score: 2
ELA Entry 2 Score: 3
Total Score = (2 + 3) / 2 = 2.5
Total Achievement/Progress Dimension score = 3

rubric Dimension: fidelity to Standard
ELA Entry 1 Score: 2.5
ELA Entry 2 Score: 3
Total Score = (2.5 + 3) / 2 = 2.75

2.75 rounds to 3
Total Fidelity to Standard Dimension score = 3
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Nonscorable Entries

There are a variety of conditions that may result in a nonscorable entry. In an effort to convey why an entry 
was unable to be scored, specific codes are used. There are seven main categories of nonscorable entries, many 
of which have several subcodes to offer more detail as to why the entry could not be scored. For example, if 
the Science entry received an IE-E code, there was no Secondary Evidence included for Collection Period 2 or 
the provided evidence lacked information and could not be scored. In such a case, the score of IE-E appears 
on the score report for each of the rubric dimensions for Science. Entries are deemed nonscorable if any of the 
conditions presented in the table on the following page occurred.

It is important to note that one nonscorable entry will not result in no score for a content area unless it is a 
content area that only requires one entry (i.e., Science or Social Studies in grades 3–8). For the content areas 
that require two entries (i.e., ELA, Mathematics, and High School Science and Social Studies), a score will be 
assigned when only one of the entries is deemed nonscorable. The nonscorable entry is treated as a score of zero 
and averaged with the scores resulting from the scorable entry.

nonscorable assessment (nSa) is assigned if all entries for a content area are nonscorable. When this occurs, 
a performance level is not assigned and the content area is reported as a Nonscorable Assessment (NSA). NSA 
should be interpreted as “no valid score was possible;” the reported error is not a statement about an individual 
student’s achievement on the GAA.

not Complete (nC) is assigned when a student transferred into a Georgia system from out of state, a private 
school, or a home study setting after January 1, 2013, and the portfolio was not completed (evidence was 
submitted for only the first collection period).

Invalid (InV) is assigned to an entry or content area as a result of a testing irregularity, such as fabrication of 
evidence. If assigned to an entry, it is treated as a score of zero and averaged with the scores resulting from the 
scorable entry. If assigned to a content area, a performance level is not assigned and the content area is reported 
as Invalid.

Did not attempt (Dna) is assigned to a content area as a result of no entries being submitted and no strand 
being bubbled in the 2012–2013 Blue Retest Student Demographic Information Form for that content area. 
If assigned to a content area, a performance level is not assigned and the content area is reported as Did Not 
Attempt (DNA).

The number of nonscorable entries is expected to decrease in subsequent years as teachers and system 
administrators become more familiar with the curriculum and the procedures involved in the GAA.
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Gaa 2012–2013 nonSCorable CoDeS

Code Condition

me
missing entry Entry was missing from the portfolio.

oG
off Grade Standard was not at student’s grade level.

IS
Ineligible 
Standard

a Standard addressed was not eligible for assessment.

b Required standard was not addressed (applies to ELA and Mathematics only).

C Same standard was addressed in previous entry.

eS
entry Sheet 

errors

a Entry Sheet was missing from the portfolio.

b Standard number and description were missing or incorrect.

C Element letter and description were missing or incorrect. 

It
Insufficient 

time

a Dates on evidence did not reflect two distinct collection periods.
b  There were fewer than 2 weeks (14 calendar days) from date on Primary Evidence for 

Collection Period 1 to date on Primary Evidence for Collection Period 2.
C  Date on evidence indicated that student work was collected before the testing 

window opened.

na
not aligned

a Tasks were not aligned to standard and element (refers to all 4 tasks submitted).

b One or both tasks for Collection Period 1 did not align to the standard and element.

C One or both tasks for Collection Period 2 did not align to the standard and element.

D No evidence of the Characteristic of Science indicated.

Ie
Insufficient 

evidence

a Evidence was submitted for only ONE Collection Period.

b Primary Evidence for CP1 did not meet evidence requirements or was missing.

C Secondary Evidence for CP1 did not meet evidence requirements or was missing.

D Primary Evidence for CP2 did not meet evidence requirements or was missing.

e Secondary Evidence for CP2 did not meet evidence requirements or was missing.

f Secondary Evidence for CP1 was a redocumentation of Primary Evidence.

G Secondary Evidence for CP2 was a redocumentation of Primary Evidence.
h  Could not determine correctness of student response on one or more pieces of 

evidence.
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Assigning Performance Levels

To give meaning to the many different combinations of rubric scores, each possible combination was assigned 
a performance level during standard setting. The GAA Development Committee recommended three 
performance levels. These performance levels were termed “Stages of Progress” given that a chief purpose of the 
GAA is to assess student progress toward grade-level academic standards. Each Stage of Progress was defined 
by the committee, resulting in performance level descriptions (short narratives describing student achievement 
at each of the three levels). The three Stages of Progress are Extending Progress, Established Progress, and 
Emerging Progress.

Definitions of Stages of Progress

A Stage of Progress (performance level) is assigned to each content area based on four rubric scores: Fidelity to 
Standard, Context, Achievement/Progress, and Generalization. The three stages of progress include: Extending 
Progress (Advanced/Exceeds), Established Progress (Proficient/Meets), and Emerging Progress (Basic/Does 
Not Meet). Each Stage of Progress was defined by the GAA Development Committee to assist with the 
interpretation of student performance. These performance level descriptions are as follows:

extenDInG ProGreSS (aDVanCeD/exCeeDS)

Based on evidence in the portfolio, the student demonstrates an increased understanding of fundamental 
knowledge and skills aligned to grade-appropriate ELA, Mathematics, Science, or Social Studies standards. He/
she is working on academic content at an entry level or a level that approaches basic grade-level expectations. The 
student’s progress extends toward the achievement of grade-level standards. The student performs meaningful 
tasks using grade-appropriate materials. Generalization across settings and interactions is evidenced in the 
portfolio.

eStablISheD ProGreSS (ProfICIent/meetS)

Based on evidence in the portfolio, the student demonstrates an understanding of fundamental knowledge and 
skills aligned to grade-appropriate ELA, Mathematics, Science, or Social Studies standards. He/she is working 
on and showing progress in academic content at an access/entry level. The student performs meaningful 
tasks using grade-appropriate materials. Generalization across settings and/or interactions is evidenced in the 
portfolio.

emerGInG ProGreSS (baSIC/DoeS not meet)

Based on evidence in the portfolio, the student is beginning to demonstrate an understanding of fundamental 
knowledge and skills aligned to grade-appropriate ELA, Mathematics, Science, or Social Studies standards. The 
student work may not address academic content or addresses it at an access level. The student performs tasks 
using materials that may or may not be grade appropriate. Generalization across settings and/or interactions 
is limited in the portfolio.
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Standard Setting

As is true with any test, standards must be set. For the GAA, this involved determining which performance 
levels are associated with each possible combination of rubric scores. In Spring 2007, a committee comprised 
of Georgia special education and general education teachers, administrators, and parents from across the state 
reviewed the scoring rubric in conjunction with student portfolios and made recommendations regarding 
the score patterns that should be classified for each Stage of Progress. Standard setting panelists made 
recommendations for each content area by grade band (Kindergarten–2, 3–5, 6–8, and High School) based 
solely on the review of actual student work submitted in portfolios and the scoring rubric. However, grades 1 
and 2 were not assessed on the GAA during 2012-2013 administration. Each portfolio reviewed by panelists 
was classified into one of the three Stages of Progress—Extending Progress, Established Progress, or Emerging 
Progress.

Effective as of the 2010–2011 school year, High School Mathematics transitioned from the Quality Core 
Curriculum (QCC) to the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS). A confirmatory standard setting review was 
conducted for High School Mathematics in Spring 2011 to confirm score pattern classifications into stages of 
progress.

The Appendix of this guide, organized by content area and grade band, provides the Stage of Progress 
classification for each possible score pattern. Each rubric dimension contributes to the score pattern. For any 
grade in which two entries are required for a content area, the rubric scores assigned for Fidelity to Standard, 
Context, and Achievement/Progress are averaged to arrive at the content area rubric score. The rubric score 
assigned for Generalization, which is assigned across all scorable entries in the portfolio, also contributes to 
each content area’s Stage of Progress classification.

Reporting

Gaa SCore rePortS

Score reports provide information on the Stage of Progress achieved by each student in each content area, as 
well as the assigned scores for each rubric dimension. Reports are provided at the student, school, and system 
levels.

SeCUre rePortS

Due to the small number of students participating in the GAA, all summary reports are marked as secure. 
Also, any report that identifies individual students is a secure report and must be treated in a manner that will 
protect the privacy of the student.

The following statement appears on each summary report: “Secure Report. Not for public distribution due to 
limited number of students; caution should be used when interpreting summary data.”
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Individual Student Reports

StUDent SCore rePort

The Student Score report is designed to provide feedback for parents on how the student performed on the 
Georgia Alternate Assessment. There are two sides to each Student Score Report. Side one provides the student’s 
score results for each content area assessed by dimension (Fidelity to Standard, Context, and Achievement/
Progress) and a description of the student’s Stage of Progress (performance level), as well as the dimension score 
earned for Generalization. Students in Kindergarten, grades 3–8, and High School receive scores in English 
Language Arts and Mathematics; students in grades 3–8 and High School are also assigned scores in Science 
and Social Studies. High School retesters receive Student Score Reports for the option window in which they 
were tested. Retest reports are noted as such on side 1, near the student’s name.

Grade 3 Sample Student Score Report—Side 1



samPle rePorTs

Georgia Department of Education
June 2013 • All Rights Reserved 17

StUDent SCore rePort (ContInUeD)

Side two of the Student Score report provides definitions of the four score dimensions and summarizes the 
student scores received by content area. The total possible points for each dimension and the actual points that 
the student earned for each entry are provided. Any nonscorable codes issued for the student entries are listed 
and defined as well. In addition to content area scores, the possible points and student score for Generalization 
are exhibited. Side two also provides parents with a brief description of the GAA along with some tips for 
helping their student.

Grade 3 Sample Student Score Report—Side 2
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High School Sample Student Score Report—Side 1
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High School Sample Student Score Report—Side 2
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InDIVIDUal StUDent labelS

Each school will receive Individual Student labels. The labels present summary information (similar to that 
contained on the student report) for each student. This information is printed on a small label to be placed in 
the student’s permanent record folder (or other appropriate records).

Sample Labels—Kindergarten and grades 3–8

Sample label—Scored

Sample label—Scored

Sample label—Invalid

Sample label—Invalid
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Sample label—Scored

Sample label—retest

Sample Labels—High School and High School Retest

Sample label—Invalid
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School Reports

SChool SUmmary of StUDent PerformanCe

The School Summary of Student Performance report, organized by grade, is made up of two parts: the 
roster and the Profile.

roster

Side one of the two-sided Roster lists each student in that grade who participated in the GAA and includes 
each student’s Stage of Progress (Emerging, Established, or Extending) by content area as well as the student’s 
scores, nonscorable codes, or invalid indicators. Average scores are summarized at the bottom of side one 
and are reported by content area. An average score for Generalization is shown in the final column of that 
summary. Because most systems have a limited number of students participating in the GAA, caution must be 
taken when interpreting summary data.

Sample Roster—Side 1
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SChool SUmmary of StUDent PerformanCe (ContInUeD) 

Side two of the Roster provides a “Strand Abbreviation Key” for the report as well as “Nonscorable Codes and 
Definitions.”

Sample Roster—Side 2
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SChool SUmmary of StUDent PerformanCe (ContInUeD)

Profile

The Profile, also organized by grade, presents performance summary data on two sides. The name of the 
school and the total number of portfolios processed are indicated at the upper left hand portion of side one.

The first section of side one, “Student Performance at Georgia School,” provides the number and percent 
of students at each Stage of Progress by content area, along with content area bar graphs illustrating the 
“Percent of Students at Each Stage of Progress.” English Language Arts and Mathematics scores are reported 
for Kindergarten, grades 3–8, and High School; reports for grades 3–8 and High School also include scores 
for Science and Social Studies.

The “Student Performance by Rubric Dimension” section at the bottom provides, by content area, the mean 
score by rubric dimension, and the percent of students at each score point. Generalization data as well as 
definitions of the rubric dimensions are also included beneath the content area table. Because most systems 
have a limited number of students participating in the GAA, caution must be taken when interpreting summary 
data.

Sample Profile—Side 1
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SChool SUmmary of StUDent PerformanCe (ContInUeD)

Side two of the Profile summarizes student performance by population group, and provides data regarding 
nonscorable and invalidated portfolios and entries for each system.

The first column of the “Student Performance by Population Group for School” table divides the student 
population into groups based on several characteristics including gender, ethnicity, and disability. The 
subsequent columns list the total number of students in each specific population group tested by each content 
area, and the percent of students at each Stage of Progress within each content area. Because most systems have 
a limited number of students participating in the GAA, caution must be taken when interpreting summary 
data.

The “Detail for Portfolios and Entries Not Scored” table provides the number of students for whom portfolios 
and entries were returned that could not be scored, listed for each content area by Nonscorable Category: 
Not Complete Portfolios, Invalidations, Nonscorable Assessments (NSA), and the Total Nonscorable Entries 
broken down by type of nonscorable entry.

Sample Profile—Side 2
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System Reports

SyStem SUmmary

The System Summary report is made up of two parts: the Overall Summary of Performance and the System 
Summary by Grade.

The overall Summary of Performance is a one-sided report that lists system-wide performance of students 
taking the GAA, by grade and content area, showing the total number of students, the number of portfolios 
returned that could not be scored or were invalidated, and the number and percent of students at each Stage 
of Progress. Because most systems have a limited number of students participating in the GAA, caution must 
be taken when interpreting summary data.

Sample Overall Summary of Performance
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SyStem SUmmary (ContInUeD)

The System Summary by Grade is a two-sided report that provides performance summary data for a given 
system. The name of the system and the total number of portfolios processed are indicated at the top of  
side one.

The first section of side one, “Student Performance at Georgia System,” provides the number and percent 
of students at each Stage of Progress by content area, along with content area bar graphs illustrating the 
“Percent of Students at Each Stage of Progress.” English Language Arts and Mathematics scores are reported 
for Kindergarten, grades 3–8, and High School; reports for grades 3–8 and High School also include scores 
for Science and Social Studies.

The “Student Performance by Rubric Dimension” section at the bottom provides, by content area, the mean 
score for each rubric dimension, and the percent of students at each score point. Generalization data as well 
as definitions of the rubric dimensions are also included beneath the content area table. Because most systems 
have a limited number of students participating in the GAA, caution must be taken when interpreting summary 
data.

Sample System Summary by Grade—Side 1
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SyStem SUmmary (ContInUeD)

Side two of the System Summary by Grade summarizes student performance by population group, and 
provides data regarding nonscorable and invalidated portfolios and entries for each system.

The first column of the “Student Performance by Population Group for System” table divides the student 
population into groups based on several characteristics including gender, ethnicity, and disability. The 
subsequent columns list the total number of students in each specific population group tested by content area 
and the percent of students at each Stage of Progress within each content area for that grade.

The “Detail for Portfolios and Entries Not Scored” table provides the number of students for whom portfolios 
and entries were returned that could not be scored, listed for each content area by Nonscorable Category: 
Not Complete Portfolios, Invalidations, Nonscorable Assessments (NSA), and the Total Nonscorable Entries 
broken down by type of nonscorable entry.

Sample System Summary by Grade—Side 2
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SyStem PerformanCe by StranD

The System Performance by Strand, a one-sided report, provides a summary of students’ scores by content 
area and strand for each of the rubric dimensions. The data provide the total number of students evaluated in 
each content area and strand, the mean scores for each strand, as well as the number and percent at each score 
point for each dimension. Content Area/Strand data is collected from the Student Demographic Information 
Forms (SDIFs) that were completed at the school level and included with each portfolio returned. The total 
number of students tested for each content area and strand indicated on the report may not equal the actual 
total number of students tested if the SDIFs were not completed correctly or if any entries were nonscorable or 
invalidated. At the bottom of the page, a table summarizing student performance for the Generalization rubric 
dimension, including the number and percent at each score point, is provided. Because most systems have a 
limited number of students participating in the GAA, caution must be taken when interpreting summary data.

Sample System Performance by Strand
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Additional Resources for Educators

The following resources, which include information on the GAA and the state-mandated curriculum, are 
available for local systems and educators.

•  The www.georgiastandards.org Web site hosts the state-mandated curriculum.
•  Access to the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) Resource Board, which is a forum for teachers to 

discuss curriculum access and post ideas, including adapted lesson plans and materials. To enroll for 
the GPS Resource Board, contact the Division for Special Education Services and Supports.

 y  The GAA Web page on the GaDOE Web site www.GaDOE.org houses a variety of general GAA 
administration information including electronic versions of manuals and forms.

Check these resources often, as the GaDOE as well as teachers across the state share materials, ideas, and other 
supporting information.
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Appendix

Gaa PerformanCe leVel ClaSSIfICatIon for all rUbrIC SCoreS

The table on the following pages provides the Stage of Progress for each possible score pattern. The table is 
organized by content area and grade band. Each possible score pattern is organized by rubric dimension. The 
patterns are listed in ascending order and are provided with the Stage of Progress assigned during standard 
setting. Standards were set by content area and grade band. Four grade bands, including Kindergarten, 3–5, 
6–8, and High School, were identified based on the similarity of content and skills inherent in the curriculum 
standards for these grade groupings. Although standards for the GAA were set by grade band, it is important 
to note that student work must demonstrate alignment to the student’s grade-level standards.

The score patterns are organized by rubric dimension, reading left to right:

fidelity to Standard

2332
Context

2332
achievement/Progress

2332
Generalization

2332

The next series of columns are the content area and 
 grade band, from left to right:

ELA K = English Language Arts, Kindergarten
ELA 3–5 = English Language Arts, Grades 3–5
ELA 6–8 = English Language Arts, Grades 6–8
ELA High School = English Language Arts, High School
Math K = Mathematics, Kindergarten
Math 3–5 = Mathematics, Grades 3–5
Math 6–8 = Mathematics, Grades 6–8
Math High School = Mathematics, High School
Science 3–5 = Science, Grades 3–5
Science 6–8 = Science, Grades 6–8
Science High School = Science, High School
SS 3–5 = Social Studies, Grades 3–5
SS 6–8 = Social Studies, Grades 6–8
SS High School = Social Studies, High School

Performance levels are indicated 
by an alphanumeric code:

E1 =  Emerging Progress  
(Basic/Does Not Meet)

E2 =  Established Progress  
(Proficient/Meets)

E3 =  Extending Progress  
(Advanced/Exceeds)
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