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Executive Summary of the 2015 Georgia Milestones Standard Setting Technical Report 

 

Executive Summary 
 
The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) partnered with Data Recognition Corporation 

(DRC) to conduct a standard setting workshop the Georgia Milestones Assessment System. 

Standard setting was conducted for grades 3–8 and end of course (EOC) in English language 

arts, mathematics, reading, science, and social studies. Committees of Georgia educators and 

stakeholders worked individually and in concert to recommend achievement standards 

associated with four achievement levels: Beginning Learner, Developing Learner, Proficient 

Learner, and Distinguished Learner. For reading, a single cut score divided students into two 

levels: Not On-Grade Reading and On-Grade Reading. 
 

A three-phased process was conducted to establish achievement standards for the Georgia 

Milestones assessments: 
 

1)   Achievement level descriptors (ALDs) were developed by Georgia educators, and 

then edited by DRC and by the GaDOE. ALDs summarize the knowledge, skills, and 

abilities expected of students in each achievement level. Initial draft ALDs were 

developed in a workshop on March 23–24, 2015, and the drafts were later amplified 

in a second workshop on July 21–24, 2015. 
 

2)   Standard setting was conducted on August 24–29, 2015. The Bookmark Standard 

Setting Procedure (BSSP; Lewis, Mitzel, & Green, 1996; Lewis, Mitzel, Mercado, & 

Schulz, 2012) was implemented to recommend cut scores for the Georgia Milestones 

assessments. A total of 271 participants from across the state of Georgia participated in 

the standard setting workshop. 
 

3)   A review committee convened to consider the recommended achievement 

standards on September 1, 2015. A total of 22 Georgia educators, decision 

makers, and stakeholders considered the recommendations and made adjustments 

to promote articulation and consistency. 
 

Each workshop was facilitated by researchers and content experts from DRC. GaDOE 

considered the recommended achievement standards in September 2015. After deliberation and 

presentation to the State Board of Education, GaDOE implemented the Board-approved cut 

scores. The Board approved the cut scores recommended by the standard setting and review 

committees on September 3, 2015. In December 2015, cut scores for new EOC assessments of 

Algebra I and Geometry were derived statistically from the approved cut scores for the other 

EOC mathematics assessments, Coordinate Algebra and Analytic Geometry. 
 

The final, approved cut scores and associated impact data are shown in Table 1. Impact data 

are the percentage of students who are classified in each achievement level, based on the cut 

scores. For most tests, the impact data shown in the table reflect the performance of Georgia 

students in Spring 2015. For Algebra I and Geometry, the impact data are based on Winter 

2015. 
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Table 1. Final, approved cut scores on the final reporting scale and associated impact data 
 

Approved Cut Scores Associated Impact Data 
 

Content Grade Dev. Prof. Dist.  Beg. Dev. Prof. Dist. 

ELA 3 475 525 581  33.1% 30.0% 26.5% 10.4% 

 4 475 525 574  29.2% 33.7% 28.0% 9.0% 

 5 475 525 587  27.1% 33.7% 31.3% 8.0% 

 6 475 525 599  30.5% 30.6% 31.3% 7.7% 

 7 475 525 592  30.5% 33.0% 29.9% 6.5% 

 8 475 525 581  24.4% 37.4% 31.2% 7.0% 

 9TH 475 525 587  23.5% 37.9% 32.4% 6.2% 

 AME 475 525 590  25.3% 39.0% 29.5% 6.2% 

Math- 
 

3 
 

475 
 

525 
 

580  
 

21.4% 
 

40.6% 
 

30.3% 
 

7.7% 
ematics 4 475 525 585  22.6% 38.7% 30.1% 8.5% 

 5 475 525 580  25.4% 36.5% 27.5% 10.6% 

 6 475 525 580  25.5% 38.9% 26.4% 9.2% 

 7 475 525 580  25.2% 37.7% 25.0% 12.2% 

 8 475 525 579  24.8% 38.4% 24.8% 12.1% 

 COO 475 525 594  30.6% 35.6% 26.1% 7.6% 

 ANA 475 525 596  31.9% 35.3% 24.6% 8.2% 

 ALG* 475 525 594  24% 40% 30% 6% 

 GEO* 475 525 596  19% 24% 30% 27% 

Science 3 475 525 566  24.4% 41.3% 26.3% 8.0% 

 4 475 525 578  29.0% 37.5% 26.7% 6.8% 

 5 475 525 595  29.9% 33.9% 28.4% 7.7% 

 6 475 525 610  35.1% 27.1% 31.6% 6.3% 

 7 475 525 589  35.1% 29.3% 26.5% 9.1% 

 8 475 525 593  38.5% 29.8% 24.8% 6.9% 

 PHY 475 525 604  36.3% 32.5% 26.2% 5.0% 

 BIO 475 525 609  36.6% 25.1% 29.1% 9.2% 

Social 
 

3 
 

475 
 

525 
 

560  
 

26.2% 
 

44.2% 
 

19.7% 
 

10.0% 
Studies 4 475 525 570  28.9% 36.4% 25.1% 9.6% 

 5 475 525 555  25.3% 45.5% 19.3% 9.8% 

 6 475 525 560  29.1% 38.9% 19.5% 12.4% 

 7 475 525 564  27.8% 36.2% 21.9% 14.0% 

 8 475 525 572  29.5% 37.9% 22.0% 10.6% 

 USH 475 525 590  27.2% 33.7% 29.9% 9.2% 

 ECO 475 525 610  30.3% 31.1% 31.7% 7.0% 

Approved Cut Scores Associated Impact Data 

Content Grade O n-Grade Reading   Not On-Grade Reading On-Grade Reading 

Reading 3  470   31.9% 68.1% 

 4  494   41.1% 58.9% 

 5  483   33.7% 66.3% 

 6  492   40.2% 59.8% 
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 472   28.9% 71.1% 

 8  482   29.8% 70.2% 

 9TH  478   26.3% 73.7% 

 AME  482   30.3% 69.7% 

* Cut scores for Algebra I and Geometry were derived statistically from the cut scores for Coordinate Algebra and Analytic Geometry. The impact 

data for these tests are reported from the Winter 2015 administration. This process is described in Section B of this report. 
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Executive Summary of the 2018 Georgia Milestones Standard Setting Technical Report 
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