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The BDU

• there are about 50 language coordinators throughout the 

world

• they support schools which offer an extended German 

programme

• they organize further training for teachers

• they give advice to German departments at schools

• they work with local educational authorities

• they adminster the DSD (German Language Certificate) 

examinations 

• they support cultural exchange

• …
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The DSD

• the DSD (Deutsches Sprachdiplom/German Language Certificate) is a 

joint undertaking of the German Federal Government and the federal 

states (Länder)

• the Central Committee for the German Language Certicate sets the 

standards for the DSD

• the DSD is aligned with school-leaving certificates in Germany

• it correlates with the Common European Framework of Reference for 

Languages (CEFR)

• quality assurance is guaranteed through scientific monitoring and 

evaluation of assessment methodology

• DSD examinations are taken in more than 65 countries by approximately 

65,000 students per year
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On the way to the DSD 

• A1: students between 9 and 10, years 3 to 4 

• A2: students between 12 and 14, years 7 to 8

• every year the ZfA provides a set of tests for 

both A1 and A2 

• schools organize everything independently

• these tests can be used in a flexible way 
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DSD I 

• listening comprehension

• reading comprehension

• written communication

• oral communication

• corresponds to level B1 of the CEFR

• years 9 to 10, 14- to 16-year olds 

• provides advantages when applying to study in 

Germany
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DSD II

• listening comprehension

• reading comprehension

• written communication

• oral communication 

• corresponds to levels B2/C1of the CEFR

• years 11-13, 16- to 18-year olds

• provides proof of German language proficiency 

required for admission to institutions of higher 

education in Germany
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Material
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Pasch-Net

• 1700 schools throughout the world are 

connected 

• these are both German schools abroad and 

1100 national schools that offer the DSD 

• there is a wide variety of material for teachers 

and students
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Pasch-Net
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• you can contact me at 

atlanta@auslandsschulwesen.de

mailto:atlanta@auslandsschulwesen.de

