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What’s the Big IDEA?
Georgia’s Perspective

•1 General Supervision Requirement

•2 main foci 

•Five Critical Elements

•8 State-Level Components 
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General Supervision 
Requirements

States must implement and maintain a general 
supervision system in order to:

1. Improve educational results and functional outcomes for all 
children with disabilities; and 

2. Ensure that the requirements of IDEA are met. 
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General Supervision System: 
Five Critical Elements

1. A system to identify noncompliance in a timely 
manner using its different components.

2. A system to ensure correction of identified 
noncompliance in a timely manner.

3. Procedures and practices to implement the dispute 
resolution requirements of IDEA.
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4. Procedures and practices to improve educational 
results and functional outcomes for all children with 
disabilities.

5. Procedures and practices to implement other 
requirements, i.e., fiscal requirements, private 
schools, NIMAS, assessments, etc.

General Supervision System: 
Five Critical Elements 
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General Supervision System: 
Eight State-Level Components 
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• State Performance Plan
• Involves Stakeholders

• Leads to Increased Awareness and Improved Results

• Ensures Accountability to the Public

• Blueprint for Systems Change

• Policies, Procedures and Effective Implementation
• Mechanisms and Methods for Implementation

• Agreements and Procedures

General Supervision System: Eight 
State-Level Components 
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• Effective Dispute Resolutions
• Inform other monitoring activities

• Do parents understand their rights?

• Data on Processes and Results
• Collection and verification

• Examination and analyses

• Reporting (SPP/APR and local reporting)

• Data on compliance and improvement

General Supervision System: Eight 
State-Level Components 
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General Supervision System: 
Eight State-Level Components 

• Integrated Monitoring Activities
• On-site (record reviews, interviews, etc.)

• Off-site (self assessments, desk audits, surveys, etc.)

• Monitoring for compliance and improvement

• Prioritized based on data

• Targeted TA and Professional Development
• Connected to SPP/APR and other activities

• Evaluation of effectiveness

• Sharing best practices
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General Supervision System:                    
Eight State-Level Components 

• Improvement, Correction, Incentives and 
Sanctions
• Authority to enforce 

• Include TA and improvement planning

• Annual status determinations

• Fiscal Management
• Distribution and oversight

• Appropriate use of funds

• Funds aligned with problem areas
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Previous OSEP 
Guidance

OSEP has previously provided guidance 
regarding the identification and 
correction of noncompliance in:

• Frequently Asked Questions, September 3, 2008 
(Disseminated at the National Accountability 
Conference)

• OSEP Memorandum 09-02, October 17, 2008 

12
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IDENTIFICATION OF 
NONCOMPLIANCE
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Key Question 1 -
Identification

Q1. Must States identify all 
noncompliance regardless of 
the source of the data 
establishing noncompliance?

14
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All noncompliance must be 
identified and corrected:
•From all sources of compliance 
data
•Regardless of the amount of 
noncompliance (no thresholds)

15
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Correct approach: 

The State must make a finding of noncompliance in a 
timely manner, unless:  

• In verifying whether the data demonstrate 
noncompliance, the State determines that the data do 
not demonstrate noncompliance; or 

• The State verifies, using both prongs of OSEP Memo 
09-02, that the LEA has corrected the noncompliance 
before the State issues written findings of 
noncompliance. 
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Key Question 2 -
Identification

Q2.  What actions must a State 
take if it collects or receives 
information indicating 
noncompliance?
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Option 
1

Make a finding of 
noncompliance.

Option 
2

Verify whether data 
demonstrate 
noncompliance, and 
then issue finding if 
data do demonstrate 
noncompliance.

Option 
3

Verify LEA has corrected 
noncompliance before 
State issues written 
findings of 
noncompliance, in which 
case State not required to 
issue written finding of 
noncompliance.
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Key Question 3 -
Identification

Q3.  May States use “thresholds” 
for identification of 
noncompliance?
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Key Principle 3 -
Identification

No.  If a State identifies compliance that is less than 
100%, it must:

1. Make a finding of noncompliance; or 

2. Verify whether the data demonstrate noncompliance; or

3. Verify that the LEA has corrected the noncompliance 
before the State issues written findings of 
noncompliance.
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CORRECTION OF 
NONCOMPLIANCE

21
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Key Question 1 -
Correction

Q1.  What are the “two prongs” 
of verifying correction in OSEP 
Memo 09-02?

22
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Key Principle 1 – Correction
Two Prongs of  Correction in OSEP Memo 09-
02

•Prong 1 – LEA has corrected each 
individual case of noncompliance; 
and 

•Prong 2 – LEA is correctly 
implementing the specific regulatory 
requirements (i.e. achieved 100% 
compliance), based on the State’s 
review of updated data.  

23
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Key Question 2 -
Correction

Q2. Do both prongs of OSEP 
Memo 09-02 apply to the 
verification of correction 
of all findings of  
noncompliance? 

24
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Key Principle 2 –
Correction

Yes.  Both prongs of OSEP Memo 
09-02 apply to correction of all 
findings of non-compliance, and 
noncompliance reported in APRs, 
whether there is a high level of 
compliance (but below 100%) or a 
low level of compliance.
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Key Question 3 -
Correction

Q3. May States use “thresholds” 
for correction of 
noncompliance?  
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Key Principle 3 –
Correction

No.  Consistent with the guidance in OSEP Memo 09-
02 and the 2010 APR response tables, States must 
obtain updated data which can be:

• for less than the entire reporting period, 
and 

• a subset of all children.

These data must reflect 100% compliance before 
a State can conclude and report that 
noncompliance has been corrected.
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Correct Approach -
Problem 1

The State may not use a threshold of less 
than 100% to conclude that the LEA has 
corrected noncompliance.  Before the 
State may conclude that the LEA has 
corrected the noncompliance, it must 
examine updated data to ensure that the 
LEA has achieved 100% compliance.

28
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How does Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP) address state-level 

accountability?
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Georgia’s State 
Determination 
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Outcome A:                 
Positive Social-
emotional skills 

A1) ≥ 78.5%                    
A2) ≥ 61.7% 

A1) 78.46%                 
A2) 64.30% 

Outcome B: 
Acquisition of Skills

B1) ≥ 81.3%                       
B2) ≥ 37.1% 

B1) 82.49%                         
B2) 48.62% 

Outcome C:                       
Use of appropriate 
behaviors to meet 
their needs

C1) ≥ 77.9%                     
C2) ≥ 71.9%

C1) 78.55%               
C2) 72.26%

Outcome Area Targets FY17 Data

12. Early Childhood 

Transition (Timelines)

100%* 99.52%

Preschool 
Outcomes

Young 
Children 

Transition 

GEORGIA’S FY17 DATA
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IMPLEMENTATION 
CHANGES
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Improved Access to the Preschool                
General Curriculum 

Consistent Practices Child Outcomes 
Summary
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Are young children entering 
kindergarten ready to learn?
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STRENGTHS 
AREAS OF 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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CHILD FIND (34 C.F.R. § 300.111;
GEORGIA RULE 160-4-7-.03)
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Implementation Changes and 
Updates

8/20/2018 42
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Does Child Find apply to home-
schooled children? 

• Yes. If the child is a resident within the jurisdiction 
of the LEA, then the Child Find responsibility rests 
with the LEA in which the child resides.   In 
addition, as a home-schooled child, a child who is 
determined eligible for special education and 
related services must also be considered for 
proportionate share of federal funds for private 
school children.  In Georgia, home-schooled 
children are treated as private school children in 
regard to special education.  See Georgia Rule 160-
4-7-.13(3)(a)(1).
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If an LEA charter school and a traditional 
LEA serve the same demographic area, 
who has the Child Find responsibility?

• Both of them. The LEA charter school’s Child Find 
responsibility extends only to children enrolled in the 
LEA charter school.  The traditional LEA’s Child Find 
responsibility extends to all other children within their 
jurisdiction.
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If an LEA charter school only serves a 
designated population, such as grades 

six through eight, should the LEA charter 
school’s Child Find procedures address 

children outside of the designated 
population, such as children in grades 

kindergarten through fifth grade?
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• Yes.  As a matter of best practice, an LEA charter 
school’s Child Find procedures should include 
children age 3-21. However, an LEA charter school’s 
Child Find procedures must address the currently 
designated population of the LEA charter school.  
Since LEA charter schools may decide to expand 
their designated population, LEA charter schools 
should consider developing Child Find procedures 
to include children ages 3-21 or update their Child 
Find procedures as the LEA charter school expands 
their designated population.

8/20/2018 46

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Considering the above guidance for LEA charter 
schools, what are the Child Find responsibilities for 
Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) and 
Georgia Department of Corrections (DOC)?

• Georgia DJJ and Georgia DOC must implement Child 
Find duties for the youth enrolled in their respective 
facilities.
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Who has the Child Find responsibility for youth 
incarcerated in facilities operated by the local sheriffs 
or other municipalities?

• The LEA where the facility is located must implement 
Child Find duties for youth incarcerated in jails or 
other correctional facilities operated by local 
municipalities.
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Rule/Implementation 
Discussions for the Future

8/20/2018 49
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Child Find

• Child Find is a critical part of the special education 
process for all children suspected of having 
disabilities.

• IDEA requires that children who are suspected of being 
a child with a disability and in need of special education 
are identified, located, and evaluated. 34 C.F.R. 
§ 300.111.

• Despite the language in our State Child Find Rule, IDEA 
does not require that a child receive scientific, 
research, or evidence-based interventions before being 
referred for consideration for eligibility for special 
education and related services. See 34 C.F.R. 
§ 300.111.
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Child Find

• Child Find Procedures – Prior to referring a student 
for consideration for eligibility for special 
education, a student must have received scientific, 
research or evidence based interventions. Georgia 
Rule 160-4-7-.03(2)(b).

• Should Georgia strongly suggest but not require, 
the use of interventions prior to referring a 
student for eligibility for special education?
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Child Find

• Child Find Procedures: These policies and 
procedures shall provide for the screening and 
evaluation of all children with suspected disabilities 
birth through 21 to include:
• Children birth through age three. An LEA may fulfill its 

child find responsibility through referral to the BCW 
early intervention program. Georgia Rule 160-4-7-
.03(1)(c)(1).
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• Shared child find obligations (birth-3) are implied as a 
shared responsibility but not clearly stated in the 
board rule.

• Should Georgia clarify the verbiage as altering “may 
fulfill” by clearly articulating the cross agency 
responsibility? 
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What are the strengths and areas of 
opportunities in implementing child 

find responsibilities?
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STRENGTHS 
AREAS OF 

OPPORTUNITIES 
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EVALUATION AND REEVALUATION
(34 C.F.R. § § 300.301-300.311;

GEORGIA RULE 160-4-7-.04)
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Implementation Changes and 
Updates
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• Before an evaluation can begin, the LEA must 
obtain a signed, informed parental consent for 
evaluation.  The LEA has 60 calendar days after 
receiving parental consent to complete the initial 
evaluation.  Completion of the initial evaluation is 
defined as completion of the evaluation report(s). 
LEAs are not required to make the eligibility 
determination during the 60-day initial evaluation 
timeline. 
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Initial Evaluation
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Initial Evaluation

• The eligibility decision should be made within a 
reasonable period of time following the completion 
of the evaluation. See 71 Fed. Reg. 46637 (2006).  
As a matter of best practice, within 10 calendar 
days of the completion of the evaluation report(s), 
an eligibility meeting should be held. Development 
of the Individualized Education Program (IEP) can 
take up to 30 additional days.  See 34 C.F.R. 
§ 300.323(c)(1). 
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Evaluation Report(s)

A comprehensive evaluation 
report may include combined 
reports; however, the timeline 

will be based on the most 
recent date.
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Reevaluation
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May a review of extant data 
alone, with the finding that no 

additional data are needed, 
constitute a reevaluation?
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Will Georgia continue to 
implement the Redetermination 
Process?  No, the 
Redetermination Process is no 
longer an option.  
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SPECIAL EDUCATION ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS (34 C.F.R.

§ 300.306; GEORGIA RULE 160-4-7-.05)
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• If a child is being considered to be dismissed from 
special education, must an evaluation and 
eligibility form be completed? 

• Yes. An LEA must conduct a comprehensive 
evaluation of a child before determining that the 
child is no longer a child with a disability.  See 34 
C.F.R. § 300.305(e)(1).   This does not apply to 
children whose eligibility is terminating due to 
graduation with a regular diploma or due to 
exceeding the age eligibility for FAPE.
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Implementation Changes and Updates
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An eligibility report doesn’t 
expire every three years!
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Eligibility Report (slide 
from CC)

An eligibility report which documents the area of disability shall be completed 
and placed in each child’s special education folder. The eligibility report shall 
provide statements for each component of the eligibility and shall be 
comprehensive enough to serve as the evaluation report when necessary.

However, parents must be provided a copy of the evaluation report(s) and an 
eligibility report.

An eligibility report and evaluation report are at a minimum two separate 
documents.

It is possible to have multiple evaluation reports, for example: psychological 
report, report from the speech-language evaluation, report from the 
Occupational Therapist and report from the assistive technology evaluation. If 
the evaluators coordinate their reporting, all scores and interpretation of results 
could be included in the psychological report. There will be instances when a 
psychologist is not involved and thus the other evaluators will need to create 
evaluation reports separately.
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Eligibility Report (slide 
from CC)

10. Team Information

•List all meeting attendees and titles

•Ensure all required participants are included:

•LEA

•Parents (unless given permission to proceed without them)

•General Education Teacher

•Special Education Teacher

•Professional qualified to interpret the results of the assessments

•Student, if appropriate

•The LEA shall provide a copy of the evaluation report and the 
documentation of determination of eligibility at no cost to the parent.

Signature is required for SLD only. Best practice would be to always get 
signatures from all participants for all eligibilities.
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Eligibility Report (slide 
from CC)

•The LEA shall provide a copy of the evaluation 
report and the documentation of determination of 
eligibility at no cost to the parent.

Additional Guidance: If the district chooses to 
document the evaluation report using an eligibility 
report, then the eligibility report must be 
completed based on the 60-day timeline. 
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Rule/Implementation 
Discussions for the Future
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• (3) ELIGIBILITY REPORT. An eligibility report which 
documents the area of disability shall be completed 
and placed in each child’s special education folder. 
The eligibility report shall provide statements for 
each component of the eligibility and shall be 
comprehensive enough to serve as the evaluation 
report when necessary.

• Should Georgia require two separate reports or 
allow the eligibility report to address evaluation 
data, when appropriate? 
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Implementation Changes and 
Updates (Disproportionality)
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New Federal Regulation Regarding Significant Disproportionality

Georgia’s Methodology New Federal Regulation Georgia’s Proposed Plan 

for Implementation

Categories: Identification, 

Placement & Discipline

Categories: Identification, 

Placement & 

Discipline

Categories: Identification, 

Placement & 

Discipline

Methodology is Risk Ratio 

with a 

Threshold of 3.0

Cell size: 5 for Discipline; 

15 for Identification and 

Placement  

Methodology is Risk Ratio 

with a 

Threshold of 3.0

Minimum Cell size: 10

Minimum N-Size: 30

Methodology is Risk Ratio 

with a 

Threshold of 3.0

Minimum Cell size: 10

Minimum N-Size: 30

Include SWD ages 6-21

SWD ages 3-21 for Discipline

SWD 6-21 Identification and 

Placement

SWD ages 3-21 for 

Discipline

SWD 6-21 Identification 

and Placement

Discipline: 2 measures: 1.) 

Total Disciplinary 

Removals and 2.) "Value 

Added " formula to 

calculate ISS and OSS by 

length of removal

Discipline: Total Disciplinary 

Removals and individual 

calculations of ISS and OSS 

by 

length of removal        

(5 separate measures)

Discipline: Total 

Disciplinary Removals and 

individual calculations of 

ISS and OSS by 

length of removal        

(5 separate measures)
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New Federal Regulation Regarding Significant Disproportionality

Georgia’s Methodology New Federal Regulation Georgia’s Proposed Plan 

for Implementation

Placement: 3 categories: 

1.) 40-79% in general 

education setting, 2.)  < 

40% in general education 

setting, 3.) separate 

settings

Placement, 2 categories: 

1.) < 40% in general 

education setting, 2.) 

separate settings

Placement, 2 categories: 

1.) < 40% in general 

education setting, 2.) 

separate settings

Coordinated Early 

Intervening Services 

(CEIS): 15% of IDEA funds 

used for students without 

disabilities ages 6-21

CCEIS (Comprehensive 

CEIS): 15% of IDEA funds 

used for students with and 

without disabilities ages 

3-21

CCEIS (Comprehensive 

CEIS): 15% of IDEA funds 

used for students with 

and without disabilities 

ages  

3-21

Reasonable Progress: 

N/A

Reasonable Progress: Using 

3 years of data 

demonstrating a lower Risk 

Ratio for 2 consecutive 

years (yet still RR > 3.0)

Consideration for 2020 

Determinations

8/20/2018 78

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Implementation Changes and 
Updates (Indicator 11)
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60 Days to EVALUATION

(b)  Once a child is referred for an evaluation by a 
parent or Student Support Team (SST) to determine if 

the child is a child with a disability, the initial 
evaluation:   

1.  Must be completed within 60 
calendar days of receiving parental consent for 
evaluation.  [34 C.F.R. § 300.301(c)(1)(i)] 
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Indicator 11 of the SPP/APR

Percent of children age 3-21 who were evaluated 
within 60 days of receiving parental consent for 
initial evaluation.

• Reminder: Children referred from Babies Can’t 
Wait are counted for:
• Indicator 11 – evaluation within 60 days of consent

• Indicator 12 - % of children referred from BCW prior 
to age 3 who are found eligible and have an IEP in 
place by their 3rd birthday 
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Understanding the Rule 
and Indicators 

60 days
• Receipt of parental consent

• Count the day you receive the consent (within 60 
days) 

• Do not count days when children are not in school 
for 5 consecutive days
• Example: Spring break 
• A natural disaster (ex.: snow closes school for 5 

consecutive days)
• Stop counting on Friday before break, start counting 

Monday after school resumes 
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Understanding the Rule 
and Indicators 

Summer “pause”
• Any summer vacation period in which the majority of an LEA’s 

teachers are not under contract
• For consents received 29 or fewer days before the last day for teachers (rule 

says 30 days or more prior to the end of the school year must be completed 
within the 60 calendar days) use the summer rule

• Stop counting the last day teachers are on contract, start counting the day 
teachers return for pre-planning

• IMPORTANT EXCEPTION: If your district has a 5 day pre-planning prior to 
the 1st day of school consider those days as 5 days that students do not 
attend.

• Resume counting on the 1st day students return to begin school
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Timelines; Initial Referrals Completed 
July 1- June 30

Initial Eligibility (All students)
SPP/APR Indicator 11

Child Find Timelines

1

Total # of completed 

referrals 

2

Total Referrals minus 

Exceptions (Row 1- Row 8) 0

3

# of Evaluations completed 

on time

4

# of Evaluations completed 

late

5 Total # Completed on time 0

6 % Completed on time #DIV/0!

7 Total # Completed late 0

8
Total # of Exceptions

Exceptions 

1,2,3

9

Total # Counted as late 

(Submit reasons for lateness 

for all timelines in the space 

below.) 0

10 % Completed late #DIV/0!

11
Range of days late for "Total 

# counted as Late"  Row 9.

1-10 days

11-30 days

31-60 days

> 60 days

Total 0
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Monthly Timeline 

Summary Report

Reporting Year: 2018-2019 Date of Report:

July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March April May June TOTAL

1. Total # 

referrals 0

completed in 

month

2. Total # 

evaluations 0

on time

3. Total # 

evaluations 0

late*

4. Total 

EXCEPTIONS 0

(excused 

late)

TOTAL(on time, late, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

exceptions

)

TOTAL MINUS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

EXCEPTIO

NS

%  

Completed #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

on time

# LATE-

report 

below 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

7. Range 

of  days 

late 1-10 0

for 

unexcused 11-30 0

ONLY 31-60 0

> 60 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Collection Tool, revised
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Reporting in Student 
Record (SR)

Initial Referrals, Report:
• EVENT CODE ‘02’: Date of Consent

• EVENT CODE ‘03’: Date Evaluation is completed

• No more than 60 days between EVENT CODE ‘02’ 
and EVENT CODE ‘03’

• EVENT CODE ‘04’: Date of Eligibility Meeting

• EVENT CODE ’05’: Date of Initial IEP meeting (if the 
child is found eligible under IDEA

• EVENT CODE ‘06’: Date Services are Initiated
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Reporting Subsequent  Events 
in SR: Annual Review and 

Reevaluation
Follow the Reevaluation Process as outlined in the 

Implementation Manual

ALL SWD must have at least one Special Education 
Event every year

Annual IEP: Report EVENT CODE ‘07’

Reevaluation: Report EVENT CODE ‘08’

• No more than 3 years between EVENT  CODE ‘04’ 
and EVENT Code ‘08’
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Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0
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The Georgia Alternate Assessment 
(GAA)  

The GAA is being redeveloped 
to ensure that students with 
the most significant cognitive 
disabilities are provided access 
to the state academic content 
standards and given the 
opportunity to demonstrate 
achievement of the 
knowledge, concepts, and 
skills inherent in the 
standards.
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The Georgia Alternate 
Assessment (GAA) 2.0

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA_2.aspx
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The Eligibility Criteria for 
Participation on GAA 2.0

The spring administration will be considered an 
operational field test (not a pilot), and there will 
be no accountability consequences this year 
except in the area of participation. The GAA 2.0 
should be administered in all districts for eligible 
students.

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-
and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA_2.aspx
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This assessment will provide 
meaningful information 
about classroom instruction 
and help identify students’ 
areas of strength and 
improvement through 
standardized tests. Unlike the 
original GAA, GAA 2.0 is not a 
portfolio-based assessment. 
Thus, it will measure 
students’ achievement and 
not progress. 
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gadoe.orgGAA 2.0 is…

• A structured portfolio assessment, scored by a 
submission of evidence

• The tasks that are align to Georgia Standards of 
Excellence (GSE) and Extended Standards have been 
developed for all grades and content areas 

• The GAA 2.0 will include standardized items with 
multiple access points 
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“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.orgGAA 2.0 is…

• Intended to reduce the teacher’s burden related to selecting 
standards and developing tasks

• To bring greater standardization to the administration

• To improve scoring reliability

• To introduce an online task submission system

• Scores are based on student performance, not progress  
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There will be a training 
session August 21 and 
repeated on August 23, that 
may help LEA’s understand 
where we are with test 
design and expectations. The 
links to those trainings and 
others are found on the 
Assessment Update, Vol.1, 
July 2018. That update is on 
the For Educators site under 
Newsletters.
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The Georgia Alternate 
Assessment (GAA) 2.0

The Assessment 
Department has updated 
the webpage with some 
basic information.
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The Eligibility Criteria for 
Participation on GAA 2.0

The spring administration will be 
considered an operational field test (not 
a pilot), and there will be no 
accountability consequences this year 
except in the area of participation. The 
GAA 2.0 should be administered in all 
districts for eligible students.

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-
and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA_2.aspx
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Contact Information

Mary Nesbit-McBride, Ph.D.
Assessment Specialist
ACCESS & GAA
Phone: (404) 232-1207 
Email: mmcbride@doe.k12.ga.us

Crystal Callaway 
Education Program Specialist
Phone:  (404) 764-7321
Email: ccallaway@doe.k12.ga.us
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160-4-7-.13 
Private Schools

8/20/2018 103

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Special Needs Scholarship 

• Students that participate in the Georgia Special 
Needs Scholarship program are considered 
parentally-placed private school students. 

• When a parent moves a Special Education student 
from a public school to an approved private school 
the student’s rights under IDEA change.  

• According to State Board Rule 160-5-1-.34 Georgia 
Special Needs Scholarship Program:
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• (6) (e) Acceptance of scholarship shall have the same effect 
as a parental refusal to consent to services in a public school 
pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), 20 U.S.C. Section 1400, et seq. 

• Acceptance of a scholarship waives a parent’s rights under 
IDEA therefore, a private school is not required to follow a 
student’s IEP developed by the public school. 

• Nonetheless, refusal of services does not meet the standard 
of revocation under IDEA. (34 C.F.R. § 300.9) Therefore, the 
regulations regarding proportionate share for students 
parentally placed in private schools shall apply to students 
who receive a scholarship under this Rule. (34 C.F.R. §§
300.132-133 and Ga. Rules & Regs. 160-4-7-.13(3)).
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• Equitable Services

• Parentally- placed private school students may be 
eligible for some Special Education and related 
services provided by the local school district while 
participating in the scholarship program.  
“Specifically, IDEA requires public school districts to 
provide equitable services to the extent consistent 
with the number and location of children with 
disabilities enrolled by parents in private schools 
located in the school district.” 
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IDEA Rights of Special Needs Students in 

Public Schools 

(or Special Needs Students placed in private 

schools by the school district)

Rights of Special Needs Students 

Parentally Placed in Approved Private Schools

(Ga Special Needs Scholarship Students)

Free Appropriate 

Public Education 

(FAPE)

 FAPE must be made available to eligible 

children with disabilities.  This includes 

special education services provided in 

conformity with an individualized education 

program(IEP) that meets IDEA 

requirements.   

 Special Education is specially designed 

instruction to meet the unique needs of the 

child with a disability.  

 Special Education and related services are 

provided at no cost to the parent.  

1. No individual entitlement to FAPE or to 

receive special education and related 

services that the child would receive if 

enrolled in public school.

1. A child may receive equitable services.  

Each school district determines the 

equitable services it will provide to its 

population of parentally placed private 

school students, through consultation 

with private schools and parents.  

1. If a child is designated to receive 

equitable services, they are provided in 

conformity with a services plan at no 

cost to parents.  
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Special Education 

Teacher 

Certification 

Requirements

Public Elementary, middle, and secondary 

school special education teachers must meet 

the special education teacher certifications 

requirements in the law and regulations. 

N/A

Least Restrictive 

Environment 

Requirements

Children with disabilities must be educated 

with their non-disabled peers, to the 

maximum extent appropriate.  

N/A
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Discipline 

Procedures

• Students with disabilities are entitled to
certain protections

• related to IDEA’s disciplinary procedures.

N/A
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Due Process Rights Parents may request a due process 
hearing if they have a dispute related 
to the identification, evaluation, 
educational placement of a child with a 
disability, the provision of FAPE, or the 
implementation of IDEA’s disciplinary 
procedures. This could include disputes 
regarding the development or 
implementation of an IEP and the 
location where services will be.

• Due process rights of parentally 
placed private school

• children and their parents are limited 
to a school district’s

• failure to comply with the child find 
requirements,

• including the evaluation 
requirements.
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Rule/Implementation 
Discussions for the Future
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How does dual enrollment 
impact provision of  FAPE for 

students with disabilities?
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Participant Support Cost (PSC)

8/20/2018 113

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Participant Support Costs 
(PSC)

• §200.75 Participant support costs.

• Participant support costs means direct costs for items such 
as stipends or subsistence allowances, travel allowances, 
and registration fees paid to or on behalf of participants or 
trainees (but not employees) in connection with 
conferences, or training projects. (Contractors/vendors are 
not considered employees unless they are defined by the 
LEA as “contracted employees”.)

• §200.456 Participant support costs.

• Participant support costs as defined in §200.75 Participant 
support costs are allowable with the prior approval of the 
Federal awarding agency.
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Participant Support Costs 
(PSC) - Conferences
• §200.432 Conferences.

• A conference is defined as a meeting, retreat, seminar, symposium, 
workshop or event whose primary purpose is the dissemination of 
technical information beyond the non-Federal entity and is necessary 
and reasonable for successful performance under the Federal award. 
Allowable conference costs paid by the non-Federal entity as a sponsor 
or host of the conference may include rental of facilities, speakers' fees, 
costs of meals and refreshments, local transportation, and other items 
incidental to such conferences unless further restricted by the terms 
and conditions of the Federal award. As needed, the costs of identifying, 
but not providing, locally available dependent-care resources are 
allowable. Conference hosts/sponsors must exercise discretion and 
judgment in ensuring that conference costs are appropriate, necessary 
and managed in a manner that minimizes costs to the Federal award. 
The Federal awarding agency may authorize exceptions where 
appropriate for programs including Indian tribes, children, and the 
elderly. See also §§200.438 Entertainment costs, 200.456 Participant 
support costs, 200.474 Travel costs, and 200.475 Trustees.

8/20/2018 115

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Participant Support Costs 
Approval

• For participant support cost approvals, send an 
email to your Budget Liaison containing the 
detailed expenditure, cost, and purpose/use of the 
expense as it relates to cost principles.

• All approvals must be within the period of 
performance, and if known at the beginning of the 
year, with budget approval.
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GO-IEP Updates on the Way!
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