
Georgia Department of Education  

Division for Special Education  

Student Success FAQ 

 

Revised on March 10, 2015 

What is the new requirement? The State must develop a Statewide Systemic Improvement Plan 

(SSIP) as part of the State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report and execute the 

following steps: 

 Use data to identify gaps in performance and analyze statewide systems; 

 Develop a State Identified Measurable Result (SIMR); and  

 Implement targeted, evidence-based reforms to address the gaps. 

Why is this SSIP required for states? The U. S. Department of Education (USED) revised the 

accountability system under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) known as 

Results-Driven Accountability (RDA) and shifted the accountability efforts from a primary 

emphasis on compliance to a framework that focuses on improved results. 

When is the SSIP due? The initial submission of the SSIP is due April 1, 2015.  

Is the SSIP a multi-year plan? Yes, the State must provide measurable, rigorous targets 

(expressed as percentages) for each of the five years (FY15 – FY19). The FY19 target must 

demonstrate improvement over the State’s FY14 baseline data.  

Is the State required to develop and implement the five-year plan all at once? No, the SSIP is 

developed and implemented in three phases. 

Should the State use stakeholders in this process? Yes, stakeholders should be included in 

developing, implementing, evaluating and revising the SSIP. Local districts and schools must 

engage stakeholders too! 

Did Georgia identify a focus area for its SIMR? Currently, Georgia identified the graduation 

rates for students with disabilities as a priority.  

Has Georgia completed Phase 1 components? Yes, the State has completed the essential 

components of Phase 1 and will be developing and evaluation plan during Phase 2. 

 Does the State know the specific reform efforts that will be used for the SSIP? Yes, the State 

has identified coherent improvement strategies to support the work. 

Will the USED provide funds to support Georgia’s SSIP? The State may use IDEA 

Discretionary Funds to support reform initiatives and efforts in the SSIP.  

Does the State anticipate requiring all districts to implement the reform initiatives and/or 

strategies? The State will consider opportunities to provide tiered, differentiated supports for 

local school districts. While a targeted group of districts will be selected to receive intensive 

supports through the SSIP, there are general supports and technical assistance that could be made 

available to all districts. 
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How will the SSIP interface with local and regional efforts? Based on the Implementation 

Science Model, the State must consider capacity to support the SSIP work at multiple levels such 

as state, regional, district and school. 

Will the SSIP work align with Georgia’s ESEA Waiver? Yes, the SSIP requirement has been 

included in the amended wavier and must align with other school/district improvement efforts 

throughout the Department.  

Are there opportunities to support local and regional personnel? Yes, GLRS provide 

Collaborative Communities throughout the state. The FY15 focus is on data analysis relative to 

attendance, behavior and course competency/completion (ABCs).  These targeted data areas are 

based on research and align with the early warning signals to improve graduation rates and 

decrease dropout rates for students.  

Will the SSIP address concerns with compliant practices? As a USED requirement, the State 

must consider compliance data that may be a contributing barrier and align this work to improve 

results for students with disabilities.  
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