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The Future of Libraries

Lawrence Hardy

Kati e Zi mmer mgrad@ssienseelase mearli fills the darkened computer room at the
Williamsburg Middle School library. A low buzz passes through the air as the students sit at terminals
and search among three online encyclopedias and dozens of databases offered at this school on a
quiet, wooded hilltop in Arlington, Va.

sure about the raspberry. o

In one corner, a self-described avid reader who consumes books for two hours most weekdays (and
longer on weekends), is on the website of the Lexile Reading Framework, an algorithm for assessing
student literacy. Like any seventh-grader, he wants to compare Lexile reading levels with the average

length of words for those levels to see what patterns he can find.
Continued on page 9

Check out more information at:

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/
teentechweek/ttw10/home10.cfm

240 e, vEELN vEEL IHIIBIE[K’
@ your library mARCH 7-13, 2010 ¢

ATheydre working on their science fair projects, s
Zimmerman explains.

AEcl ectico might be another word to describe he t
sports-related (How high will a basketball bounce on difference surfaces?), to the cerebral, two

variable take on plant growth (What combinations of water and water -absorbing minerals will

produce the tallest plant?), to the truly inspired (Which mashed potato recipe will produce the

thickest dish?).

il dm a big mashed potato fan, 0 says the young]|rese
home sick and restricted to a diet of spuds. $hebs
recipes on the databases and Afreedo Web. fAThe|whit
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Inside this issue GAIl TO s Gi ft
RN RN
Clarkdale 2 The COMO Conference ignited a lively discussion between GAIT Board
members about ways in which GAIT could make a positive impact in the media

HBTY, HBTY, 3 profession during the holidays. It was decided that the two Cobb County Schools
HBDG, HBTY that were most affected by the September floods would receive a monetary

: contribution to help offset the costs of an influx of students, teachers, and a Media
Cyber Security |4 Specialist, all of whom were leaving Clarkdale Elementary and moving to two other
Katherine 7 schools. Clarkdale suffered very serious flood damage and had to send their
e students and teachers to Austell Intermediate and Compton Elementary Schools.

Thus, GAIT, led by Ms. Giselle Escobar, contributed $800.00 to each of
Michelle Easley |8 these two school Media Centers to help accommodate the larger student and
teacher populations. The Media Specialists at these schools will use the monies to
Helping 13 | [[ purchase print materials, and to support the instructional technologies of their
students Media Center. GAIT is appreciative of Principals, Mr. Clint Terza, and Ms. Liz
Ehooks 14 Murphy, for supporting and appreciating the efforts of their Media Specialists year

in and year out. GAIT was thrilled to be able to make the holidays even more bright
My favorite book |16 | || for these students and schools. 2009 has proven to be a successful one for GAIT as
they continue to grow, work hard, and continue to give of themselves.

SAT Online 20 Lastly, GAIT is looking forward to the 2010 leadership that will be provided

by new President, Dr. Melissa Underwood. If you are not a member of GAIT yet,
State Media 20 | || they invite you to join their ranks. Visit their website at www.gait-inc.org . GAIT
Festival memberships are only $15.00 a year and help support the Media Profession.
Calendar 21

Education is Austell Intermediate:  Giselle Compton Elementary: Media
_ notabout Escobar, GAIT; Principal Clint Terza; S ecri)alist Pe Mil)z/a.mCrei hton
fulhng a p:':ul, and Media Specialists Michelle G?selle Escok?a%y GAIT; anngrincipaI
o t 0s ¢ boft Jorgensen and Cynthia Coker Liz Murphy , |
lighting a fire.
W.B. Yeats

Let your heart feel the affliction and distress

of everyone. ~ George Washington



http://www.gait-inc.org
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Happy Birthday GALILEO! S i
ppy Lauren Fan¥her A I— I l- EO
4

Believe it or not, GALILEO will turn 15 on September 21, 2010. Way back in 1995, long before Google,
GALILEO helped bring the University System of Georgia libraries, students, faculty, and staff the ability to
search indexes and retrieve fullkt e xt mat eri als on this new thing c3
somet hing called AASCI | t@AKILEOO wak thair firshmtroguctionfto theh e s e
Internet, much less graphical interfaces, as well as the benefits this technology had for learning and research.
In fact, GALILEO helped put public computers into the University System libraries and provided fax
machines for interlibrary loan articles, at time when some campuses had a single fax machine in the
Presidentdos office. Institutions that had only

a
GALILEO 6 s delivery over PeachNet helped peopl e unde€|r

transmitting data, providing the impetus and legislative support for bringing both internet access and
GALILEO to public libraries and schools. Even in this era of ubiquitous information that has followed its
early innovation, GALILEO still provides the core resource for the libraries and media centers of Georgia,

st

fulfilling its mission to be A0One Statewide Libragryo

materials of all kinds to the citizens of Georgia, including encyclopedias, books, thousands of periodicals, and
unique materials of historical and cultural significance. Over one billion user experiences attest to the success
of GALILEO .

The spirit of innovation and collaboration that has been part of GALILEO since the beginning continues, as
today GALILEO has multiple interfaces that serve different audiences and communities of interest, special
tools for federated searching and linking to ejournals across all resources, a toolbar for easy use in common
browsers, online training for library staff, and video tutorials for users. The future promises to continue
apace, as new discovery tools and tools to assist the integration of library resources into online learning
environments enhance the GALILEO environment.

As a teenager, GALILEO will continue to need the support, encouragement, and thoughtful guidance of the
GALILEO community; the birthday is a great opportunity to share and express the value that GALILEO
provides to the state of Georgia.

A GALI LEO Life Contest: Use your <creativity to sh
powerpoint, or a |library Afan. o Contribute entries by
three media (poster, video, and powerpoint) categories and the 3 library types (public, academic, and K12) in the fan
category. See details about the contest guidelines and submission instructions herehttp://www.usg.edu/galileo/about/

birthday/

A GALI LEO Scrapbook: Coll ect your stories, quotes
scrapbook of community and sharing. Details will be available soon.

A GOLD/ GALI LEO User Group Conference: Qur a
recogni ze GALILEOG6s birthday and contributions t
scrapbook activities. Details will be available later in 2010.

nnual
o |libr

A Virtual Birthday Celebration, September 21, 2010

and the GALILEO community.

The celebration starts today & watch for regular news and information in the coming months, and in the meantime,
remember: you are part of GALILEO, so this is your 15th birthday too!

jo}]
—


http://www.usg.edu/galileo/about/birthday/
http://www.usg.edu/galileo/about/birthday/
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Listed below are the "Top Ten Cyber Security Tips" from GaDOE to get everyone jumpstarted for the nev
year. Please review the information and incorporate these ideas and practices into your daily activjties fol
work and at home. Feel free to share with family and friends to help spread the word.

Top 10 Tips
1. Back-Up Important Files

Backup your i mportant files on a weekly basi g at
documents, images or files!

Backup strategies for:

Work: All documents and files stored on network shares should be backed up on a daily basis. Tjo be
sure your documents are safely backed up, store them on network drives you are connected to.
Documents stored on the local disk drive will be lost if the disk system experiences a fatal crash. [Disk

failure rates for laptops are typically higher than that of desktop PCs, so moving files from local sfjorage
is vital for those using a laptop as your primary computing device. Avoid losing your important wark by
utilizing network file server storage.

Home: Most home computers are integral parts of our lives today and used for banking, running 2 home
business, entertainment, security systems, etc. Ensure the safety of your files by regularly backirg them
up to a secondary storage device.

Many options are available for baak including:
A Adding an additional internal storage disk to your system.
A Using an external/portable disk solution such as USB, Firewire, etc.

A Depending on your backup needs, even smaller USB storage devices, a.k.a. "thumb drives", [can be
part of an effective backup plan.

A Remember to secure any portable storage device with important data by locking it up when nipt in
use.

A Consider using a fireproof safe or storing your backups in a safe deposit box for extremely infportan
information that simply can't be lost.

Continued on next pagd
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2. Think Before You Click

Always think before you click on links or images in an email, instant message;ugp popon web sites.
Be cautious when you receive an attachment from unknown sources. Even if you know and trust the send
of the email, instant message, web site, or a friend's social networking page, it is still prudent to usg|cautio
when navigating pages and clicking on links or images.

3. Use Hard to Guess Passwords

Developing good password practices will help keep your personal information and identity more sequre.
Passwords should have at least eight characters and include uppercase acaseveatters, numerals anfl
symbols. The more characters used for a password, the harder it will be to crack and compromise. {fonsid:
a 15 character password for the ultimate security...a password 15 or more characters can't be cracked! No
yet anywayeée

4. Avoid Phishing Scams

Phishing is a form of identity theft in which the intent is to steal your personal data, such as credit cgrd
numbers, passwords, account data, or other iéﬂnf 0
i nformati ono or -itdo afincdo npfaisrsmvoyrodu.ro uTsheirs 1 ncl udes

stating that the request for information is coming from the "email administrator”. Don't fall for it.

5. Shop Safely Online

When shopping online always know with whom you're dealing. When submitting your purchase
information, look for the "lock" icon on the browser's status bar to be sure your information is securg) during
transmission. Always remember to pay by credit card and keep a paper trail.

6. Protect Your Identity

When visiting web sites, it's important to know what information is being collected, by whom and hojv it
will be used. Web sites track visitors as they navigate through cyberspace, therefore, data may be
collectedabout you as a result of many of your online activities. Please keep in mind most legitimatg web

sites include a privacy statement. The privacy statement is usually located at the bottom of the home page
and details the type of personally identifiable information the site collects about its visitors, how the
information is used including with whom it may be share@nd how users can control the information that

is gathered.
Continued on next page
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7. Dispose of Information Properly

Before discarding your computer or portable storage devices, you need to be sure that the daj
rd

contained on the device has been sanitized or "wiped." Read/writable media (including your h
drive) should be "wiped" using Department of Defense (DOD) compliant software.

8. Protect Your Children Online

Discuss and set guidelines and rules for computer use with your child. Post these rules by the
as a reminder. Familiarize yourself with your child's online activities and maintain a dialogue W
your child about what applications they are using. Consider using parental control tools that ar
provided by some Internet Service Providers and available for purchase as separate software

9. Protect Your Portable Devices

It is important to make sure you secure your portable devices to protect both the device and th
information contained on the device. Always establish a password on all devices. If your devi

Bl uetooth functionality and itds not wused,

Bluetoothenabled by default. If the Bluetooth functionality is used, be sure to change the defa

password for connecting to a Bluetooth enabled device. Encrypt data and data transmissions
possible.

10. Secure Your Wireless Network

Wireless networks are not as secure as the traditional "wired" networks, but you can minimize
on your wireless network by enabling encryption, changing the default password, changing the
Set Identifier (SSID) name (which is the name of your network) as well as turning off SSID

computer
ith

\174

pbackages.

has
che
It
henever

the risk
Service

broadcasting and using the MAC filtering feature, which allows you to designate and restrict wijich

computers can connect to your wireless network.

Reprinted courtesy of GaDOE Information Technology.

I am always doing that which |
cannot do, in order that | may learn
how to do it. ~ Pablo Picasso
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Read For Your Lifel!o
January 5th, 2010 by Jennifer Gavin

Today Katherine Paterson, t
Pelicand and more than 30 o
Literature by Librarian of Congress James H. Billington.

h Bridge
t books,

She summarized her platform for the reading-pr omot i on post in four words:
Paterson, who has won both the Newbery Medal and the National Book Award two times each along with
numerous other national and international awards, said books had altered her life on more than one

occasion and have an unsurpassed power to bring delight and wisdom to readers.

She takes over the tweyear gig from the hilarious Jon Scieszkga who warned her at a ceremony at the
Library that the big medal that goes with the title is best not worn through airport security, where it sets
off metal detectors and raises questions, even packed in the luggage Scieszka, the first National
Ambassador, shared with the audience a recording of a special fanfare for kettle drum, trumpet, trombone
and xylophone that was created for him by students in California. Scieszka was thanked by the Librarian
and those assembled for his two years of zany, madcap service.

Patersonbdas c8ar g eizwlldbéte appearat many venues around the nation over the next
two years, including the 10t annual National Book Festival sponsored by the Library of Congress, to be
held in September. She will share the joys of books and literacy, especially for youngsters.

Paterson said she began writing with the fgblmnd 9Sdc
Garddnd for meo when she was a somewhat |l onely gi
Secret Garden. 0

school [ attended Tu
uestions as: your favori
Rawlings. your favo
much to [ ach.)
i nspire
mother had always loved her brother more.)

The post is cosponsor ed CdnterfortheeBodk,thbClairlydmod n Co nBo @ls
(CBC) and its foundation, known as Every Child a Reader. The post is financially supported by Penguin
Young Readers Group, Scholastic Inc., Harper Col |
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, MacMillan Publishers, Holiday House, Charlesbridge, National Geographic

Chil drends Books, Candl ewick Press and Marshall CE

This article was taken from the Library of Congress blog. http://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2010/01/read -for-
your-life/

The best morals kids get from any book is just the
capacity to empathize with other people, to care abou
characters and their fee
preachy book to do that. You just ,ﬁw -
make it a fun book with characters theys gl

Nothing is easy to the care about, and they will become bettefy
unwilling. ~ Nikki Giovanni people as a result. ~ Louis Sachar
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http://blogs.loc.gov/loc/author/jgav/
http://www.terabithia.com/
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberyhonors/newberymedal.cfm
http://www.nationalbook.org/nba.html
http://www.jsworldwide.com
http://www.loc.gov/bookfest
http://www.read.gov/books/pageturner/2002juv21580/
http://www.read.gov/books/pageturner/2002juv21580/
http://www.read.gov/cfb/
http://www.cbcbooks.org

Program Encourages Girls to Set God
Gracie Bonds Staples
Reprinted with permission fro

In the quiet of the Renaissance Middle School library, a half-dozen girls talk about a half-dozen ways
Michelle Easley has affected their lives.

I mani Dennis said she was something of a | oner
president of the student body.

LaShawn Simmons couldndét have imagined being p

At one time or another, they say, theyodéve all
the 42-year-old educator has introduced them to since they joined Ladies of Achievement.

The program is an offshoot of Gifted Elegant Magnificent Motivated Sisters, a mentoring program
Easley started more than 10 years ago when she traded her corporate job for a classroom at the old C.[
Hubert Elementary School in Atlanta.

Hubert El ementary was hosting a career fair th
guery about what she wanted to be when she gre

The girl explained that her mother slept all day and only got up to go to the mailbox to look for her
check. | want to be like her, the girl said.

In that moment, Easley said, she knew she had to do something to equip girls to make positive, healthy
life choices.

il was blessed to have a mother to do that for
goal s. 0

Today, the single mother of two meets with girls 8 about 100 of them @ first and third Tuesday
mornings to talk about and plot their futures.

Easley brings in speakers to the Fairburn school to talk to them about career options and finding their
passion. She takes them on field trips and exposes them to volunteer opportunities in the community.
For the past two years, for instance, the group has collected food for Hosea Feed the Hungry.

When needed, she takes time from her day to just listen to them.

Iltés not part of her official duties at Renai s

Easley runs a similar program & Divinely Inspired Victorious Angelic Sisters & at Providence
Missionary Baptist Church, where she is a member.

AnEverywhere | 6ve gone, | 6ve seen the need to s

Although the name changes to suit the environment, the goal has remained the same: empowering girls
to write the ending to their own stories.

wh o

roud

profi
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http://www.accessatlanta.com/atlanta-holiday-guide/program-encourages-girls-to-257177.html?bigName=Vino+Wong&bigPhotog=Vino+Wong&bigCap=Michelle+Easley%2c+a+media+specialist+at+Renaissance+Middle+School+in+Fairburn%2c+meets+with+about+100+girls+twice+a+m
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Continued from Page 1

All right, maybe not like any seventh-grader. But he has a compatriot in librarian Adela Eannarino,
whoods found a Publishers Weekly article about [Lexil
he want her to send it to him? No, t hanks, he |lsays
use it for background.

ADo you wamdi Imei tt ot @ your home?0 Eannarino ask|g. VYe

At the center or on the cutting board

This exchange woul dndét have happened 20, or evjen 1
amount of online information has grown exponentially, as have the number and variety of
applications. Students have more information ajt t he

they are any better at evaluating it than their card -catalogue-bound predecessors.

I n fact, researchers say, studentsd seemingly [i nnat
nai vet ® regarding the abundan e dsaocctracy, relfalmlitymat i onff t h e
usefulness, and impatrtiality. Young people need guides and teachers, as much in this secalled

il nformation Aged as in any other. And t haquélity [[why
school libraries -- staffed with certified librarians -- are essential to the academic mission of successful

schools.

fiSchool |l i brarians are needed more than ever nflow t
environment, 0 says Ann M. Martin, head of Librfary I

Public Schools and past president of the American Association of School Librarians (AASL).

School libraries largely have avoided big budget cuts during the current recession, though notable
exceptions can be found in economically troubled states such as California, Michigan, and
Pennsylvania. But with the economy continuing to sputter and many state and local governments
anticipating deficits next year, school libraries and librarians could become a target for cuts.

iOQur fortunes go the way of the fortunes of puffblic
executive director.

But, while teachers have direct fAcustodial <car|edo of
support the academic mission of the school-- counselors, nurses, social workers, and librarians-- are
more vulnerable.

Joyce Kasman Valenza, a school librarian for Springfield Township High School outside Philadelphia
and a blogger for School Library Journal, agrees, putting this issue in the form of a challenge to her
colleagues.

ifiAs schools are making tough budget choi ces, ifff t he
theydédre on the cutting board, 0o she says.

Continued on page 10




Strong research skills

Part of the problem is a general misunderstanding
they should be called, a point not lost on AASL leaders. With information bombarding us 24/7,
the thinking goes, who needs | ibrari answhat Wed Ve conr

more is there to do?

iSchools and school di stricts poured a | ot o
doing the necessary faculty training, o0 says
science at Louisiana State University, who has written on the use of library resources for non

collegebound students. ASo | think some administ
of information out there. Wedll just Googl e

People who know how to do research on the Web can see the folly in that statement, but
unfortunately, many young people -- and adults -- cannot. Google searches can be useful, school
|l i brarians say, and everyone uses them. Wi ki
the best way to navigate the multifaceted Internet. For that, students and teachers need more
expertise from those who, in most schools, are the first to embrace emerging technologies: school
librarians.

fl mone\
Mar gi e

ators
ifft . o

dedi a |

After helping students do research, Henrico @ount vy
easiest thing about their project, the hardest, and what they would do to change it. Once, when

she asked students to describe the easiest tHhing, (
And what was the hardest?

AThere was so much information, 0 another answyered.
AYou can just Googl €eepinitoraammpidl-dgep cani beohWpl Ker sa)
doesndt mean you have the information that mgets vy«
Or the ability to evaluate it. According to The Google Generation, a report by the British Library

and the technology nonprofit JISC, AThe inforfmati ot
with the widening access to technology; in fact, their apparent facility with computers disguises

some worrying problems. o

Adults with strong research skills who came of age before the Internet explosion generally have

pretty good radar for assessing the relevanceg and
gover nment , a private foundati on, or an acaddgmic ir
people, who, according to the report, fAhave yYnsophi
and Aoften [fail] to appreciate that i1t is aflcoll ect
providers. o

Continued on next page
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Achievement link

century skills such as ¢

eReading is a window to the world.

eInquiry provides a framework for learning.

technologies have changed.

Thomas says.

student who wanted a career in underwater welding.

Dozens of studies from 19 states and one Canadian province point to the link between high
quality school library programs and student achievement. For example, a 2005 Illinois
study found higher levels of library staffing, more flexible library access, better technology,
larger collections, and higher library funding were associated with significant improvement
in reading and writing test scores at all grade levels: elementary, middle, and high school.

Similar results were found the same year in Wisconsin, where researchers found that
students in schools with full -time certified library media specialists and full -time library
aides scored higher on the Wisconsin Knowledge Concepts Examination.

A key link exists between dynamic school library programs and the development of 21st

ritic

Standards for the 21st Century Learner, Ci
the kinds of skills developed through school libraries. Among these beliefs:

eTechnology skills are crucial for future employment needs.

oThe definition of information literacy has become more complex as resources and

Martin refers to fAmultiple |iteracieso tha
audio, and video.

il f you | ook at a picture, you have to be
What is the information being conveyed??o0
And these skil l s -loundstuddants. Thomas, the bSU professol, eaales
her work as a school librarian in Fairbanks, Alaska, many years ago and how the industrial
arts teacher came to her and asked, somewh
come in here?bo

il was appalled to think ¢ttheacth Is thuadde nctosmnau ng

She recalls assisting a vetech class that researched the history of roof trusses, and helping a

al thinking a

Continued on next page

hd prob
es sev
inclu

abl e to

At tent

ncoéatt ewde |

Itis a kingly act to assist
the fallen ~
Mother Teresa
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Continued from preceding page
Mi x the batter; make a messaoO

Librarians must help make school a
place where students do more than learn
rudimentary, low -level skills that they
can demonstrate on a test, writes
Valenza, the Springfield Township li-
brarian, and Doug Johnson, director of
media and technology for Minnesotads
Mankato Public Schools, in the October
issue of School Library Journal. But to
do so requires a shift in the traditional
conception of Alibrary. o

ALi braries need to change from places just to
stuff. Our libraries should not be grocery stores. We need to use those groceries, to open the boxes,
pour the mil k, mi x the batter, make a mess. 0

In her job at Springfield Township High, Valenza follows that recipe. When she told students she
was working on a keynote address for the K12 Online Conference, which would be viewed and
heard throughout the country and around the world, students were excited and wanted to help. So

she involved them in the multimedia presentat:.
departments.

AiMy keynote is now a totally coll aborative pr

Valenza and her students have experimented with video, flip cameras, and digital storytelling, and
they have created what they call APower Poi nt

i We have banned backgrounds, sl ide demonstrat.|i

In the article she wrote with Johnson, AThi ng:
they fear for their profession: budget cuts, a restricted view of learning and exploration, the failure
to embrace social media like Twitter or PLNs (personal learning networks).

Paradoxically, these challenges and opportunities make it both an unsettling and exciting time to
be a school librarian, Valenza says.

il am concerned that people wondt recogni ze tﬂe
t 0 n

i me, in the history of time, t be a Ilibrari

Lawrence Hardy (Ihardy@nsba.org) is a senior editor of American School Board Journal.

Reprinted with permission from American School Board Journal, January 2010.Copyright 2010
National School Boards Association. All rights reserved.
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