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     Happy 15th Birthday GALILEO!  
     Lauren Fancher 
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Check out more information at:  

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/

teentechweek/ttw10/home10.cfm  

Believe it or not, GALILEO will turn 15 on September 21, 2010. Way back in 

1995, long before Google, GALILEO  helped bring the University System of 

Georgia libraries, students, faculty, and staff the ability to search indexes and 

retrieve full -text materials on this new thing called the ñWorld Wide Webò using 

something called ñASCII text.ò For many of these users, GALILEO was their 

first introduction to the Internet, much less graphical interfaces, as well as the 

benefits this technology had for learning and research. In fact, GALILEO 

helped put public computers into the University System libraries and provided 

fax machines for interlibrary loan articles, at time when some campuses had a 

single fax machine in the Presidentôs office. Institutions that had only a few 

journals suddenly had access to hundreds of journals. GALILEO ôs delivery over 

PeachNet helped people understand the benefits of robust networks for 

transmitting data, providing the impetus and legislative support for bringing 

both internet access and GALILEO to public libraries and schools. Even in this 

era of ubiquitous information that has followed its early innovation, GALILEO 

still provides the core resource for the libraries and media centers of Georgia, 

fulfilling its mission to be ñOne Statewide Libraryò by bringing quality, 

authoritative, and secure digital materials of all kinds to the citizens of Georgia, 

including encyclopedias, books, thousands of periodicals, and unique materials 

of historical and cultural significance. Over one billion user experiences attest to 

the success of GALILEO .                               

                                                                                     Continued on page 8 



        In 1973 my mother, Shirley Upchurch, graduated from West Georgia College. She 

began working at Austell Elementary School as the librarian. Austell Elementary was an 

old school, once having been a Junior High. So in early 2000 the Cobb County School 

Board voted to build a replacement Austell Elementary School. The new school, 

ironically, was to be located in Powder Springs.  

The new Austell Elementary opened in 2002. My mother then had the opportunity to open a new 

building, although she missed the old building and all its ambiance. So after being at the new school for 

three years, mom was able to retire after having worked for thirty years.  

During the flood in September 2009, my school, Clarkdale Elementary, was 

destroyed. Consequently, our students were split between Austell Intermediate 

School and Compton Elementary School. I was assigned to the media center at 

Austell Intermediate. How ironic!  I had been assigned to the media center that 

my mother had opened. Many of the same people that mom had worked with still 

worked at Austell. I was seeing people that I had known since I was a little girl 

following her around on teacher workdays. What a small world!  

I guess you could say I've come full circle! 

If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility 

on their shoulders. ~   Abigail Van Buren 

Full Circle  
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Educational Seminars provides opportunities for teachers and principals to participate in 

fully funded, short-term educational exchanges to Argentina, Brazil, Greece, India, Italy, 

Jordan, Mexico, Thailand, and Uruguay. The program is funded through the U.S. 

Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and administered by 

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS. While in the host country, 

participants shadow their international peers' schedules, network with educational leaders in the 

country, and develop joint classroom projects and school partnerships supportable through the 

program's grant funds. Through nation-wide competitions, approximately 80 U.S. teachers and 

principals are selected each year to participate in 2-3 week exchange programs in the host countries. 

Additionally, the program brings approximately 80 international teachers and principals for 2-3 week 

programs to be hosted by schools across the U.S. Applications to participate in programs in Brazil, 

Argentina, Mexico, Jordan, or Uruguay, due March 12, 2010, can be accessed at 

www.americancouncils.org/es.  

For more information, contact Tim Hair (thair@americancouncils.org), or Julia Homstad 

(jhomstad@americancouncils.org).  

Michelle Jorgensen and her Mom 



Each year GLMA and GAIT co-sponsor the Georgia School 

Library Media Specialist of the Year award to recognize K-12 

library media specialists whose services have resulted in 

exemplary library media programs.   

 

Each school system may select one library media specialist for this 

award. From those chosen for the system level award, one media 

specialist is chosen as the district Library Media Specialist of the 

Year. (Each district represents a different region of Georgia.)  

 

The state Library Media Specialist of the Year is selected from the district winners and will be 

announced the Georgia Council of Media Organizations (COMO) conference.  

 

          Additional details and application can be found at  

http://www.glma -inc.org/ and at http://www.gait -inc.org/  

 

 Important Dates:  System level selection has to be completed and postmarked to the 

GLMA office by April 1,2010.  

 

 Each GLMA district chair will convene a committee to review the system level applications in 

order to select a district winner by May 15, 2010.  

Library Media Specialist of the Year!  
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Some special guests at the Sprayberry 

High School Open House 

If you can find a 

path with no 

obstacles, it 

probably doesnôt 

lead anywhere. ~ 

Frank A. Clark 



By Curt Yeomans 
cyeomans@news-daily.com 

Arnold Elementary School (Clayton County) third -grader, 
Toddrick Ennis, and his father, Todd Ennis, sat on a couch, 
tucked away in a secluded corner of the schoolôs media 
center, and read Stan and Jan Berenstainôs, ñThe 
Berenstain Bearsô Moving Day,ò on a recent Thursday 
afternoon. 

The school hosted one of its five family read-ins after 
school on Thursday. Toddrick Ennis and Todd Ennis took turns reading the book, which 
chronicles the Berenstain Bearôs family move from a cave to a tree house. Toddrick Ennis, 9, 
read the first half of the book to his dad, and then, Todd Ennis read the second half to his son. 

After they finished the book, the younger Ennis went over to a computer station in the middle 
of the media center, and took an Accelerated Reader (AR) test on the book. 

ñWe make it to everyone of these family read-ins,ò Todd Ennis said. ñItôs a good thing to do, 
because he gets to come in here, and he reads to me, and I read to him. Then, he gets to catch 
up on his AR points. I think itôs a good time for family time.ò 

Arnold Elementary has been hosting family read-ins for several years, said school Media 
Specialist Carrie Davison. ñItôs a chance where they [the families] get to come in and read 
together,ò she said. 

After the family finishes a book, the student then takes the Accelerated Reader test on the 
book, while its contents are still fresh in his or her mind.  

Students also sign up for a raffle during the read-in, and Davison pulls the names of the 
winners after the event closes for the evening, she said. The winners get prizes that include 
books and posters, she added. 

A student canôt come into the media center during a read-in, unless he or she is accompanied 
by a parent, Davison said. 

ñI like the read-ins, because I can relax and enjoy a book,ò Toddrick Ennis said. ñWhen we 
read in the class everyday, the other kids talk a lot, and you donôt really get the full effect of 
the book. In here, itôs just peace and calm, and you get to relax while you read.ò 

 

Continued on next page 

Read in at Arnold Elementary  
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We make a living by what we do, but we make a life by 

what we give. ~ Winston Churchill.  
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