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Media Matters  
A newsletter for people who care about Library Media Programs 

Many of the Georgia Read More programs 

have been available in American Sign 

Language for some time, but now the ASL 

version is on the web.  The remainder of 

the programs are currently being 

translated in ASL.   

 

Most of the videos are also available in 

Spanish.   Check out the website at:  

http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/

sia_as_library.aspx?

PageReq=ITReadMore 

To hear the program in 

English simply click on 

the poster. 

 

Did you Read 

for the Record?  

More pictures on 

page 10.  



The Georgia Peach Book Awards for Teen Readers  

2009 -2010 Annotated Booklist  

 

 

13 Reasons Why by Jay Asher  

When Clay Jenson plays the cassette tapes he received in a mysterious package, he's surprised to hear the 

voice of dead classmate Hannah Baker. He's one of 13 people who receive Hannah's story, which details the 

circumstances that led to her suicide.  

Bad Monkeys by Matt Ruff  

Jane Charlotte has been arrested for murder. She says she's a member of a secret organization devoted to 

fighting evil. She says she's working with the Department for the Final Disposition of Irredeemable 

Personsðaka "Bad Monkeys."  

Blood Brothers by S.A. Harazin Clayôs best friend Joey's golden future shatters one day when he 

overdoses at a party. Now he's clinging to life at the hospital where Clay works, and Clay may even be 

implicated in Joey's injuries. Clay will do whatever he can to find out what happened at the party, and to 

help Joey recover. But to survive this ordeal Clay must draw on a strength he never knew he had.  

City of Bones by Cassandra Clare  

When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly 

expects to witness a murder -- much less a murder committed by three teenagers covered with strange 

tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. Clary knows she should call the police, but it's hard to explain a 

murder when the body disappears into thin air and the murderers are invisible to everyone but her.  

Deadline by Chris Crutcher  

Just before his senior year, Ben Wolf is diagnosed with a rare, incurable leukemia. At 18, he has the legal 

right to keep the news to himself until he's ready to reveal it. With only his doctor and therapist in on his 

secret, Ben sets out to live an entire lifetime in a year.  

Generation Dead by Daniel Waters  

All over the country, a strange phenomenon is happening. Some teenagers who die aren't staying dead. 

They are coming back to life, but they are no longer quite the same. Termed "living impaired" or 

"differently biotic," they are doing their best to fit into a society that doesn't want them.  

Getting the Girl by Susan Juby  

Meet Sherman Mack. Short, nerdy, amateur P.I. and prepared to do anything for Dini Trioli. Nobody 

knows who began it or when it became a tradition, but every girl at Harewood Tech fears being D-listed, a 

ritual that wipes her off the social map forever. When Sherman believes Dini is in danger of being D-listed, 

he launches a full-scale investigation to uncover who is responsible.  

 Continued on next page 



Graceling by Kristin Cashore  

Katsa has been able to kill a man with her bare hands since she was eight--she's a Graceling, one of the rare 

people in her land born with an extreme skill. When she first meets Prince Po, Graced with combat skills, 

Katsa has no hint of how her life is about to change.  

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins  

Kat is a 16-year-old girl living in the poorest district of Panem, the remains of what used be the United 

States. As part of the surrender terms of a war long ago, each district agreed to send one boy and one girl to 

appear in an annual televised event called, "The Hunger Games." The terrain, rules, and level of audience 

participation may change but one thing is constant: kill or be killed.  

Impossible by Nancy Werlin  

Lucy has nine months to break an ancient curse in order to save both herself and her unborn daughter. In-

spired by the ballad ñScarborough Fair,ò this riveting novel combines suspense, fantasy, and romance for an 

intensely page-turning and masterfully original tale.  

Lessons from a Dead Girl by Jo Knowles  

Leah Greene is dead. In the aftermath of the tragedy, Laine is left to explore the devastating lessons Leah 

taught her, find some meaning in them, and decide whether she can forgive Leah and, ultimately, herself.  

Little Brother by Cory Doctorow  

When seventeen year old Marcus is finally released by the Department of Homeland security after being 

wrongfully imprisoned, he discovers that his city has become a police state where every citizen is treated like 

a potential terrorist. He knows that no one will believe his story, which leaves him only one option: to take 

down the DHS himself.  

My Most Excellent Year: A Novel of Love, Mary Poppins and Fenway Park by Steve Kluger  

Meet T.C., who is valiantly attempting to get Alejandra to fall in love with him; Alejandra, who is playing 

hard to get and is busy trying to sashay out from under the responsibilities of being a diplomatôs daughter; 

and T.C.ôs brother Augie, who is gay and in love and everyone knows it but him.  

Oh.My.Gods by Tera Lynn Childs  

When Phoebeôs mom returns from Greece with a new husband and moves them to an island in the Aegean, 

Phoebeôs plans for her senior year and track season are ancient history. And her new teammates just happen 

to be the teen descendants of Greek Gods. Theyôre super smart and super beautiful with a few superpowers. 

Armed with only with her Nikes and the will to win, Phoebe races to find her place among the gods.  

 Continued on page 12 
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There are worse crimes than burning books. One of them is not reading them. ~ Ray Bradbury 



Liberty cannot be 
preserved without a 
general knowledge among 
the people.    
~ John Quincy Adams 

Teaching links and resources for the 2009-2010 

Georgia Children's Book Awards nominees are 

now available on the UGA website at: 

http://www.coe.uga.edu/gcba/award/

teaching.html  

Thank you to Ellen Gadberry for compiling this 

information.  
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We will lead the nation in improving student achievement.  

 

                   The 41 st  Annual Conference on Childrenôs Literature  

                                          March 19 ï20, 2010  

Featured speakers  

Robert Burleigh  is the author of Flight: The Journey of Charles Lindbergh ; Stealing Home  
Jackie Robinson: Against All Odds ; Hoops and, most recently, One Giant Leap. 

Kadir Nelson  is the illustrator of Abeôs Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln;  
We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball, and Henry's Freedom Box,  
a Caldecott Honor Book 

Fred Newman  is the host of PBSôs award-winning literacy program Between the Lions.  
He also is a sound effects person for A Prairie Home Companion, with Garrison Keillor.  
Fred is the author of Mouth Sounds and one of the featured celebrities on Georgia Read 
More . 

Andrea Davis Pinkney  is the author of Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His 
Orchestra , a Coretta Scott King Award winner; Let It Shine: Stories of Black Women Freedom 
Fighters , a Carter G. Woodson Award winner; and Boycott Blues: How Rosa Parks Inspired a 
Nation . She is a vice president and Executive Editor of Scholastic Trade books. 

Margie Palatini  is author of Sweet Tooth, winner of the 2008 -09 Georgia picture  
storybook award. Other books include Bad Boys, and Three Silly Billies . 

 

http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/John_Quincy_Adams
http://robertburleigh.com/
http://www.kadirnelson.com/
http://www.mouthsounds.info/
http://pbskids.org/lions/
http://www.margiepalatini.com/


 

Thanks to Doug Johnson and Linworth Publishing for permission to reprint 

Dougôs article ñNo Principal Left Behindò from his Head for the Edge column, 

March 2003.  

Doug has 10 tips for the school Library Media Specialist to help inform and educate 

your school administrator about good school libraries and the positive impact they 

can have on students.   

Tip #10.     Remember that you have a professional obligation to 

be a leader as well as a follower.   

 
Michael Useem, professor at the Wharton School of Business, reminds us of this in his 

excellent book Leading Up: How to Lead Your Boss So You Both Can Win (Crown, 

2001). Our communication efforts can and should not just inform, but persuade others, 

guide the directions of our organization, and improve our effectiveness. If we donôt create 

the positive changes in our schools that improve kids lives, just who the heck will? 

 

Good communications are never accidental. A well-informed principal can be a truly 

supportive leader, but it is up to each of us in the profession to communicate, to inform, 

and to teach ñupò as well as ñdown.ò Letôs leave no principal behind in creating better 

learning opportunities with better libraries.  

 

The NEA Foundation makes $1,000 awards to public schools serving 

economically disadvantaged students to purchase books for school 

libraries. The NEA Foundation makes these awards in collaboration 

with the National Education Association. The 2009  NEA's Books 

Across America Library Books Awards  are made possible with 

support from individuals who donated to NEA's Books Across America 

fund to bring the gift of reading to students.  

 Deadline November 20th 

http://www.neafoundation.org/pages/educators/grant -programs/grant -application/

books-across-america/  

Page 5 Volume 8  Number 4   



Itôs a Jungle Out There!  

Itôs a JUNGLE at Ephesus Elementary 

Everyone at Ephesus Elementary in Heard County is enjoying the Tiki Hut in the Vivian and 
Lonnie Rogers Media Center.  Media Specialist, Stephanie Kemmerlin -Hyatt is designing GPS 
ñjungle-themedò lessons for the students.  Stephanie sends a special thanks to Mart Hyatt who 
donated the bamboo and to EES dad, Dan Harrod, for constructing the hut!   

Libraries are one of the only face-to-face services left where kids can 

come with no appointment and get professional services from someone 

with a master's degree who assigns no grades, makes no judgments. It's 

the greatest democratic institution ever created. ~ Patrick O'Brien  
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