
2 The world is changing—and students need new skills and 
opportunities in order to thrive.  

We’re working to give all students the skills and experiences they 
need to learn, live, and lead in the future. Students need strong 
core academic courses and opportunities beyond them, 
guaranteed and viable standards, a chance to engage in high-
demand fields such as computer science, and well-utilized 
technology.  

On these pages, you’ll learn about our efforts to expand and 
enhance the learning environment in Georgia’s classrooms, 
opening up new paths for the students of our state. 

9 computer science courses can be used for 
graduation & college admission requirements. 

Letting students “Move On When Ready.” The Move 
On When Ready program allows students to enroll 
for dual credit at participating postsecondary 
institutions in Georgia. Students gain credit toward 
both high school graduation and postsecondary 
requirements. 

Providing options in computer science and more 
pathways to graduate. Nine computer science courses 
can now be used to satisfy graduation and college 
admission requirements in the areas of math, science, 
and foreign language— both expanding opportunities 
for students and expanding the avenues for graduation. 

Quality resources delivered in a 
teacher-friendly way. GaDOE is 
working with Georgia teachers to vet, 
add/create, and organize our resources 
in a teacher-friendly way within the 
Teacher Resource Link (TRL). We’re 
redesigning GeorgiaStandards.org so 
that teachers, parents, and 
homeschoolers have access to  
high-quality instructional materials.  

OUR EFFORTS 

Collaboration: Creating Virtual Field Trips 
GaDOE and Georgia Public Broadcasting are working to create virtual field trips 
throughout the state. These immersive experiences will allow students to experience 
historic and notable sites throughout Georgia, including places where the civil rights 
movement was born.  
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New Georgia-owned standards for  
science and social studies.  
More than 26,000+ Georgians 
provided feedback and hundreds of 
teachers were directly involved in the 
standards revision process for science 
and social studies. Professional 
learning is being provided to teachers 
across the state this year with full 
implementation during 2017-18. 



PROVIDING EFFECTIVE STUDENT SUPPORTS 

Increase amount and quality of formative testing. This year, over 5,785 
educators completed FIP (Formative Instructional Practices) training to 
help them develop and utilize formative assessments in the classroom. FIP 
allows teachers to identify student needs and inform instruction. GaDOE’s 
online tool, GOFAR, lets teachers access a bank of quality test items and 
create formative tests to use in their classrooms. 
Shifting from longitudinal data to real-time/timely data. The SLDS 
provides longitudinal — past student performance — data. GaDOE is 
starting the development process to allow teachers to upload and use 
formative data, and provide for early warning systems that can alert 
teachers and parents when a child gets off track academically.  

Developing a Multi-Tiered System of Support. MTSS focuses on core 
instruction, differentiated learning, student-centered learning, 
individualized student needs and the alignment of systems necessary for all 
students’ academic, behavioral and social success. 

Georgia Online IEP. The online GO IEP gives special education teachers a 
streamlined way to develop and manage IEP paperwork. Documentation is 
immediately available if a student transfers to another school —allowing 
them to keep learning without missing a beat.  
 

PERSONALIZED LEARNING AT THE STATE SCHOOLS 

State schools for blind, deaf and hard of hearing students. GaDOE 
operates three schools that serve blind, deaf and hard of hearing students: 
the Georgia Academy for the Blind, Georgia School for the Deaf, and 
Atlanta Area School for the Deaf. All three provide high-quality preschool 
programming to ensure a strong start and integrated CTAE opportunities to 
connect students with the world of work. Learn more at  
bit.ly/GAstateschools. 
 

Students do not fit in one box and one size does not fit all. 
They need varied, creative learning opportunities that  

engage them in their learning and prepare them                                 
to learn, live, and lead in the future.  — Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent 

A TEACHER’S PERSPECTIVE 

“It’s important that our standards 
reflect the expertise of Georgia’s 
teachers, build on good research, 
and support active learning in 
science. Having been involved in 
every phase of the revision 
process, I can say confidently that 
the Science Georgia Standards of 
Excellence achieve all three of 
those goals. I am proud to share 
the new standards with science 
teachers in Georgia, and teachers 
are excited about putting them 
into practice.” 

Words of Wisdom 

Dr. Jeremy  
Peacock 
President, GA  

Science Teachers  
Association 
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STRATEGIC GOAL: Increase personalized learning by setti
ng challenging goals,                                                                 

providing effective feedback and supports  

Read more testimonials at  
educatinggeorgiasfuture.org. 


