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Access 

All children and their families have 

access to, and supportive services for, 

healthy physical and social-emotional 

development and success in high 

quality early childhood and elementary 

education.  

An example is: 

 Georgia Instructional 

Materials  provides students 

with disabilities with 

accessible educational 

materials 

Positive Learning 

Environment 

All educators, families, and policy 

makers understand and address the 

impact of climate on social-emotional 

development, attendance, engagement, 

and ultimately student success.   

An example is: 

 Positive Behavioral 

Interventions and Supports 

(PBIS) provide services for 

more than half of Georgia’s 

districts to improve climate 

Teacher Preparation 

& Effectiveness 

All teachers of children 0-8 are 

equipped with evidence-informed skills, 

knowledge, and resources that 

effectively meet the literacy needs of 

each child in a developmentally 

appropriate manner.   

An example is: 

 Expanded Professional 

Learning offerings with 

online sessions and ongoing 

professional learning 

communities  

The Georgia Department of Education has 

developed a statewide literacy plan aligned 

to the Get Georgia Reading Campaign Pillars. 

Superintendent Woods and State Board of Education adopt 

resolution calling for a 'Renewed commitment to literacy 

and foundational skills' Read the resolution at:: bit.ly/literacyfoundational  

Focus on Literacy 

Language Nutrition 

All children receive abundant language-

rich adult-child interactions, which are as  

crucial for brain development as healthy 

food is for physical growth. 

Some example projects include: 

 Talk with Me Baby teaches 

parents — a child’s first 

teacher — the skills to read & 

talk to their baby effectively 

 Summer Reading Campaign 

urges families to sign up for 

library cards and visit the 

local library in order to stop 

the ‘summer slide’ 
To learn more about the Get Georgia Reading Campaign, visit: GetGeorgiaReading.org 

Developing a Roadmap 
to Reading Readiness 

The Georgia Department of Education is developing tools so 

that districts can utilize their own literacy diagnostic data in 

order to ensure their students are on a path to reading 

proficiency and displays best practices to increase outcomes. 

Diagnostic  

assessments are 

essential for  

developing a 

roadmap for  

readiness. These 

diagnostic results 

can inform  

educators about 

instructional and 

school supports for 

success. 

LITERACY for Learning, Living, and Leading 

Over 20 GaDOE staff members presented their cross-

divisional work around increasing the literacy skills of 

Georgia’s children to the State Board.  

Watch a video overview at: 



BUILDING BLOCKS 

Striving Readers 
Scaling and Sustaining Success 

Since 2011, the grant-funded Striving Readers project has led to 

increased literacy outcomes for 100% of the 328 Georgia schools that 

were served. The project improved learning among elementary, 

middle, and high school students and dramatically changed the 

trajectory for struggling learners. Overall, 70% of students met or 

exceeded growth expectations. 

Results from Striving Readers grew stronger each year of the four-year 

implementation. From preschool to high school, students became 

fluent readers who could comprehend what they read. 

Striving Readers funding was used to develop Comprehensive Reading 

Solutions (comprehensivereadingsolutions.com), which provides 

professional learning, lessons, and resources to support K-12. It was 

also used to create 

Bookworms, a K-5 reading 

program that is free and 

research-proven to work in 

Georgia. 

 

Learn more about Striving 

Readers: GaDOE.org/

Striving-Readers 

 

 

What’s Next? 

The Georgia Department of Education is taking lessons learned and 

best practices in order to sustain and scale up literacy efforts across 

the state. 

Through the Literacy Education for All, Results for the Nation (LEARN) 

Act in Every Child Succeeds Act (ESSA), competitive grants will be 

awarded to states to support literacy initiatives. 

Coordinating with other GaDOE divisions, identified schools with gaps 

in literacy skills will be required to develop a literacy plan that will 

include the six building blocks for literacy. Quality literacy-focused 

professional learning will be available to all educators in the state. 

 

A literacy initiative of the 

Georgia Department of Education 

The Georgia Department of Education teamed up 
with Get Georgia Reading to hold 12 community 
meetings across the state. We learned there are 
six building blocks for laying a strong foundation 
of literacy skills: 
 

Engaged leadership: All leaders, including care 
providers, school administrators, teacher leaders 
and community leaders, are engaged in 
understanding and improving literacy outcomes. 
 

Continuity of Instruction: The curriculum 
provides guidance for learning that is 
developmentally appropriate while supporting 
transitional years (Pre-K to K, 5th-6th, and 8th to 
9th) 
 

Formative and Summative Assessments: 
Assessments inform instruction and provide 
snapshots of learning as it progresses. Formative 
assessments are done while learning occurs. 
Summative assessments inform what learning has 
happened. 
 

Tiered Supports: Students are offered high-
quality core instruction. When core instruction 
fails to meet individual needs, students are 
provided specialized interventions and supports 
that personalizes the education for them. 
 

Community Partnerships: Partnerships provide a 
way to address all elements that affect a child’s 
ability to learn, including mental, social, 
emotional, and physical health. 
 

Professional Learning: Educators are given access 
to personalized professional learning to learn how 
to use research-proven literacy practices.  

for Literacy 






