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TO IMPROVE FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

The research is clear that when schools and families support each other, students of all backgrounds
and various abilities achieve academically at higher levels. However, school faculty and staff often
report that they are unprepared to actively engage parents and receive little or no training in
developing effective practices to work with families. Title | schools are required to build capacity in
parents and the school by educating all staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of
contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal
partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and schools. As
more evidence and research continues to point towards family engagement as an effective strategy for
school improvement, teaching certification and evaluation systems are also incorporating professional
standards for family engagement. Therefore, designing and providing ongoing and impactful
opportunities for faculty and staff to learn and practice family engagement techniques is an essential
element to incorporate into a school’s parent engagement program.
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