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Georgia Department of Education 
Parent Engagement Program Presentations, Workshops, and Tools 

 
Unless otherwise specified, all the presentations, workshops, and tools mentioned below can be 
accessed on the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) Parent Engagement Program’s website at: 

 http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program.aspx  

Presentations 

The Parent Engagement Program offers a host of presentations on the website complete with handouts, 
summary sheets, and other materials to increase understanding and implementation of parent 
engagement in education.    

“A Sneak Peak into Georgia’s Family Engagement Award Programs” 

This presentation showcases the two annual award programs recognizing achievements for schools and parents in 
family engagement, the Georgia Family – Friendly Partnership School Awards and the Georgia Parent Leadership 
Awards.  An overview of eligibility, application guidelines, and a sneak peak at what the judges look for regarding 
the National PTA Standards for Family – School Partnership will be provided to help as your schools apply for 
these awards in the upcoming year. 

“Annual Evaluation of Title I Parent Involvement Policy and Programs” 

This presentation introduces a menu of options for LEA’s and schools to consider when evaluating the content and 
effectiveness of their parent involvement plans and their parental involvement activities.  Discover various ways 
to effectively evaluate your school or district’s parent involvement policy and program to not only stay in 
compliance with Title I Parental Involvement law, but to improve the academic quality of all Title I schools.   

 “Assessing and Increasing Parent Engagement in Afterschool Programs” 

This presentation is directed to afterschool programs in an effort to assist in their parent engagement efforts.  
Similar to research on parent and family involvement in schools, research provides evidence that parent and 
family involvement in after-school programs increases students’ achievement and success.  Learn how the 
National Afterschool Association Standards for Quality School-Age Care and the National PTA Standards for 
Family-School Partnership can help afterschool programs approach family engagement in a new way. 

 

 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program.aspx


Dr. John D. Barge, State School Superintendent 
May 13, 2011 ● Page 2 of 12 

The Georgia Department of Education 

“Breaking Down Barriers in Parent Engagement” 

This presentation speaks to those who know that parents play an important role in their child's education, but 
find that it is still sometimes so hard to get parent involved.   Barriers in parent engagement experienced 
throughout the state are highlighted as well as alternative solutions to engage parents and promote successful 
interaction.   

 “Building Parent Capacity: A Cross Walk for Parent Engagement” 

This presentation looks closely at Title I, Section 1118(e) which requires schools and school districts to build 
parent capacity.  Understand the meaning and requirements of building capacity for parent involvement by 
working in conjunction with the National PTA Standards for Family-School Partnerships.  Leave easily 
comprehending how meaningful parent capacity building can be accomplished!  

“Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS):  What Parents Need to Know” 

This presentation provides an overview of the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards, explains what they 
are, as well as how they will effect Title I students and families.  Discover ways to share examples with parents of 
what they should expect from their children’s school and curriculum and how they can help make the transition to 
these more rigorous standards smoother.  A number of electronic resources and tips are shared to help parents of 
eligible Title I students understand what their children will be learning and how they can help at home.    

“Connecting the Dots: Helping Parents Integrate Teachable Moments at Home” 

This presentation brings attention to the educational resources and tools that are available in family homes.  
Learn about a series of cost-effective learning tools that parents can utilize with their children by putting simple 
techniques and creativity together.  These learning tools will keep parents engaged, children excited about 
learning and thus increase their academic achievement.  

“Developing and Sustaining Community Collaborations” 

This presentation provides schools and school districts with a toolkit of resources they can use to develop and 
sustain community collaborations.  Educators know that they need to engage the community, but there are 
always questions about how to really do it and what it really looks like.  Leave with knowledge of how to have 
strategic, solid, and sustainable community collaborations. 

“Engaging Families at the Secondary Level: Promising Practices for Success” 

This presentation builds upon the Middle and High School Parent Engagement: A Snapshot Presentation by 
highlighting The Search Institute’s Sparks and 40 Developmental Assets frameworks. Learn various promising 
practices to support family involvement in secondary schools as well as an asset-building approach to parenting 
that supports today’s youth.   
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“Equalization of Access: Scaffolding School Communication to Reach ALL Families and 
Community Stakeholders” 

This presentation provides schools and school districts with tools and strategies to assist them in effectively 
communicating family engagement.  More than anything else, family engagement is a public relations campaign.  
Learn how to increase family and community engagement in student achievement by connecting in the best way 
and at the right time to reach those in your school and its larger community.  Leave knowing how to scaffold 
information in the Family Zone of Proximal Communication by using up-to-date technology, social media, videos, 
and old-fashion word of mouth in a 360-Degree focus. 

“Establishing Title I Parent Resource Centers” 

This presentation highlights the benefits of establishing a Parent Resource Center to meet the needs of your 
school community.  The need for a Parent Resource Center is largely determined by the results of school Title I 
parent surveys which are distributed annually.  Learn suggestions for how to design a Parent Resource Center 
based on the defined needs of the parent population, as well as how Parent Involvement Coordinators can obtain 
necessary educational resources.  

“Family and Community Engagement: Promising Practices for Turnaround Schools” 

This presentation provides strategies and tools that turnaround schools can use to foster increased family and 
community engagement particularly in the middle and high school grade levels.  Learn how to examine 
perspectives, establish welcoming environments, create a public relations campaign, build the right community 
collaborations, provide concrete ways families can contribute, and utilize free resources and tools to increase 
student achievement and success. 

“Georgia Department of Education Family Engagement Programs” 

This presentation provides an overview the various staff and programs throughout the GaDOE working on family 
engagement.  Learn how Parent Involvement, Title I, Part A, Parent Engagement, and Special Education Family 
Engagement work together to ensure parents, schools, and school districts understand the laws as they regard to 
parent involvement and are equipped with the technical assistance, resources, and tools needed to ensure family 
engagement is a critical part of every child’s educational journey.  

 “Helping Families Meet the Challenge of Graduation in Today’s High Schools” 

This presentation focuses on how parents can effectively play a role in their child's education at the high school 
level.  High school paves the foundation for career paths and is the official training ground for college.  During this 
most imperative time, families are faced with the challenge of helping their children stay on track and make good 
decisions that will lead to their success.   Learn about resources that are available to help parents and families 
along this journey. 
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“How to Develop Family-School-Community Partnerships?” 

This presentation informs administrators and educators about how they can create a seamless partnership with 
families and the community with the goal of increasing shared responsibility in supporting student learning.  In 
addition, participants will walk away with meaningful tools to help them sustain these partnerships once they 
have been acquired.   

“Middle and High School Parent Engagement: A Snapshot Look” 

This presentation provides a brief look about why family engagement decreases in secondary school and what can 
be done to ensure that parents are still plugged in and involved in their children’s education.  Learn six ways to 
address middle and high school parent engagement differently to increase student achievement. 

“Middle School Matters” 

This presentation introduces the Middle School Transition Toolkit which has been developed by the Georgia 
Department of Education and state partners to ensure that all students transition from elementary school to 
middle school with adequate support from the school, family, and community.  In addition to providing 
administrators and educators with the framework to build a comprehensive middle school transition program and 
process, this toolkit also contains concrete resources that can be utilized within the classroom and at home.  

“Utilizing School Readiness Resources for Migrant Families” 

This presentation equips school personnel with the guidance and tools needed to help migrant families develop 
school readiness with a focus on parent rights and responsibilities and acquiring an overall better understanding 
of the U.S. educational system.  Discover how to promote school readiness at any age is by knowing exactly who 
to contact and where to find specific information in order to provide adequate support for student achievement.   

“National Standards for Family – School Partnerships” 

This presentation provides an overview of PTA’s National Standards for Family – School Partnerships.  The Georgia 
State Board of Education adopted these as Georgia’s Family Engagement Standards in November of 2010.  Learn 
what each of the standards means as well as ways to implement them into you school community as you work 
with families and the community to ensure student success. 

 “Parent Engagement: Bridging the Gap between School and Homeless Families” 

This presentation provides research-based information on how administrators, teachers, homeless liaisons, and 
parent involvement coordinators should work together to ensure that homeless families as well as other difficult 
and hard to reach parents can play a more significant role in their child’s education.   Homeless families are facing 
a number of challenges including school stability for their children.  Learn how schools can engage homeless 
families who are facing a number of challenges including school stability for children, by re-defining parent 
engagement.  
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“Parent Engagement Program Overview” 

This presentation provides a brief overview of the GaDOE’s Parent Engagement Program.  The GaDOE provides 
the Parent Engagement Program to assist and ensure, that Title I, Part A parent involvement regulations are met 
with meaningful and strategic actions to build parent capacity in the LEAs.  Learn about the four areas of program 
focus as well as the tools, resources, and technical assistance provided for parents, families, schools, and school 
districts. 

“Taking the Journey to Increase Parent Engagement” 

This presentation serves as a professional development tool that can help districts identify potential causes for 
the lack of parent engagement in their schools.  It asks the questions such as where are you in your parent 
engagement journey and where would you like to be?  In addition to helping participants develop a plan of action, 
this presentation also highlights the importance of meeting parents half-way, as well as addresses stereotypes, 
biases, and other challenges that may impede effective parent engagement. 

 “Understanding Parental Engagement: Administrators Closing the Gap” 

This presentation speaks directly to principals, school leaders, and administrators.  Research indicates that 
administrators possess the ability to greatly increase the level of parent involvement in their schools.   
Administrators leave informed of how they can break down barriers and apply solid based research principals in 
an effort to support and enhance parent engagement throughout schools and school systems. 

 “Understanding Parental Engagement: Closing the Gap with Latino Families” 

This presentation provides research - based information on how administrators, teachers, and parents working in 
partnership can increase parent engagement within Latino families to improve student achievement.  Particular 
emphasis on how to establish and monitor effective parent engagement programs and the principal's role in 
developing a positive, family-friendly school culture also are discussed.  

“Volunteer Opportunities in Georgia’s Public Schools” 

This presentation provides information to those wishing to volunteer in Georgia’s Public School a “how to” on 
getting started.  Learn the importance of the parent-school-community partnership and what to consider when 
giving of your time and talents.  Discover how to locate schools in your area that may benefit from your 
contributions, as well as become familiar with the types of volunteer opportunities many schools offer.  Finally, 
training or safety considerations that may be necessary to complete before beginning your service will also be 
discussed. 
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Teacher and Administrator Professional Development Modules 

Teachers and administrators seek to establish partnerships with parents to support student learning, 
and parent engagement is a key piece to building a sense of unity between home and school.  The 
following training modules are designed to be between 15 and 45 minute summations that can be 
included in faculty meetings, professional development, or team building seminars and delivered by 
school or district staff to increase parent capacity. 

“Learning the Basics of Parent Engagement: Module 1” 

This module provides an overview of parent engagement and explains the significant role parents play in their 
child’s education based on research.  It also highlights the importance of teachers and administrators paving the 
way to promote effective parent participation at school and home by offering support.     

“Communicating with Parents: Module 2” 

This module reminds teachers and administrators of the importance in communicating with parents and offers 
suggestions on how to ensure effective parent partnerships throughout the year.  Learn new tools to maximize 
communication with parents through lecture, handouts, and role plays.  

“Diversity & Inclusion Promoting Cultural Competency: Module 3” 

This module encourages implementation of cultural competence among staff along with appropriate language 
exchanges among families, professionals, students, and communities to develop equal outcomes for all students 
and families. Learn new tools to meet the needs of diverse parent and student populations through lecture, 
quizzes, and role plays.     

“Homework: Including Parents in the Process: Module 4” 

This module provides strategies on how to include parents in homework and it reinforces the fact that learning 
takes place anywhere, not just in the classroom, and parents also play an active role in this learning process. It is 
the job of parents and educators to maximize the benefits of homework, and this module explains how parents 
can successfully do this with their children. 
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Make and Take Parent Workshops 

The Parent Engagement Program provides make and take parent workshop templates to assist Parent 
Involvement Coordinators and other Family Engagement Professionals in the delivery of topics that are 
important to parents.  It is encouraged to mold the presentations to fit local school and district family 
needs.  This includes contact information, pictures, and the addition or deletion of certain slides.  Each 
template comes with a summary guide, handouts, and other materials to provide a complete parent 
workshop. 

“Communicating with Your Child” 

This parent workshop is designed to aid parents in using new and innovative strategies to overcome the many 
conversation barriers they may encounter with their child and/or teenager. Often parents are not sure how to 
communicate with their child and/or teenager as well as realize the strain that various words and actions can have 
in developing a nurturing relationship.  This workshop provides several common barriers to effective 
communication and help parents identify some key solutions.  This is a definite must-have for parents. 

“Helping your Teen Cope with Peer-Pressure” 

This parent workshop is designed to identify the vicious cycle of peer-pressure that kids are exposed to as they 
transition from childhood to adolescence.  During this time, parents often feel helpless and teens feel like their 
parents simply don’t understand the issues.  This workshop helps parents identify the reasons teens often 
succumb to peer-pressure, identifies common types of peer-pressure, and informs parents of ways they help their 
adolescent break the cycle. 

“Homework and Study Habits” 

This parent workshop is designed to provide parents with helpful suggestions on how they can assist their child or 
teen with developing good homework and study habits.  Tips are provided for elementary, middle and high school 
students.  This workshop helps parents understand the transition children experience as they grow older and how 
their need for parent input with homework changes.  Parents gain knowledge that will assist them in helping their 
child achieve maximum success throughout their educational journey. 

 “Learning Your Child’s School System” 

This parent workshop is designed to educate parents about public school governance.  Many parents are unaware 
of how their child’s school functions or where to go and who to talk to when they have specific needs.    Yet, the 
more knowledge and information parents have, the more likely they are to be involved.  This workshop gives 
parents a detailed explanation of the role each person in their child’s school plays as well as explains Georgia’s 
educational school structure.  This is a valuable tool parents will not want to miss out on. 
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“Preparing for College” 

This parent workshop is designed to educate parents on how they can prepare themselves and their teenager for 
college.  Many parents are unaware of when to start the college process, how to decide what college their teen 
should attend, or where to go to find available resources to help pay for college.  This workshop points parents in 
the right direction by offering helpful suggestions on how they can help their teen be prepared and successful as 
they transition from high school to post secondary education.  

Tools 

The Parent Engagement Program as various tools and initiatives to strengthen parent engagement 
efforts at the school and district level.  Many of these resources include supplemental materials and 
ideas for implementation to ensure an engaging parent program that includes all parents. 

“360 – Degrees of Family Engagement”  

360 – Degrees of Family Engagement is an approach developed by the Georgia Department of Education and 
Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning that aligns parent involvement efforts to 
school improvement goals, infuses research and data into plans, and encourages collaboration across 
departments to maximize resources.  Used by schools as well as school districts to coordinate family engagement 
work and to embed family engagement into the overall student achievement equation, 360-Degress of Family 
Engagement changes the lens in which family engagement is viewed.   No longer is family engagement just about 
feel-good family nights but the work becomes a more cohesive and impactful union that impacts schools, 
students, families, and communities in all stages of education.  To view recorded webinars, explore the 360 
curriculum, or begin the 360 process in your school or school district please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/School-
Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/360-Degrees-Series.aspx  

“Effective Parent Engagement Strategies for Parent Involvement Coordinators” 

The Georgia Department of Education has developed a strategy sheet for Parent Involvement Coordinators to use 
as a guide in creating innovative ways to engage parents and families.  In addition to providing a number of ways 
to overcome barriers that prevent effective parent involvement, this tool also helps parent professional develop a 
framework for their programs.  To access the strategy sheet please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/school-
improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Resources.aspx  

 “Family Engagement Standards Strategy Sheets” 

The Georgia Department of Education adopted the National PTA Standards for Family – School Partnerships as the 
state’s parent engagement model for what parents, schools, and communities can do together to support student 
success.  In addition to the great National PTA resources, the Department has developed Family Engagement 
Standards Strategy Sheets to assist schools with implementing effective family engagement practices based on 
the six standards.  To access these strategy sheets please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/school-
improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Resources.aspx  
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“Georgia Family – Friendly Partnership School Awards” 

The Georgia Department of Education launched the Georgia Family – Friendly Partnership School Initiative in the 
summer of 2010 to assist schools, families and communities in working together to create welcoming 
environments throughout Georgia's varied school communities. A welcoming environment increases family 
engagement which, in turn, helps students earn better grades, graduate from high school and enroll in post 
secondary education. This award takes the initiative a step further by recognizing schools that have gone above 
and beyond to create an environment where families and community members feel they belong, and in turn, play 
an important role in supporting their school’s student success.  Up to ten Title I schools a year are recognized for 
their exceptional commitment to fostering welcoming environments that encourage families to become active 
partners in improving student achievement.  To learn more about this award please visit: 
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Georgia-Family-Friendly.aspx  

 “Georgia Family – Friendly Partnership School Initiative” 

To help schools, families and communities work together in creating a Family-Friendly Partnership School the 
Georgia Department of Education created the Georgia Family – Friendly Partnership Initiative.  This tool helps 
schools determine if they are family –friendly and provides tips for success that describe practical and innovative 
ideas for parent involvement.  The project includes the Georgia’s Virtual Family – Friendly Partnership School 
program that allows viewers to explore rooms of an elementary school and a middle-high school as well as their 
surrounding areas through the lens of an interactive virtual program.  An educator questionnaire, parent survey, 
walk-through evaluation, and scenarios accompany the interactive virtual program so data driven decisions van be 
based on the welcoming environment perceptions of the school community.  To access the materials please visit: 
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Georgia-Family-Friendly.aspx  

“Georgia Parent Involvement Coordinator (PIC) Network” 

The Georgia PIC Network is divided into five regions and encompasses approximately 900 Parent Involvement 
Coordinators throughout the state. Their focus is to advocate for the parents in their school, offer a variety of 
informative workshops, link parents to resources in the community, and assist parents with navigating the school 
system so their child can obtain the resources required to help his/her child achieve their maximum academic 
potential.  These Parent Engagement Professionals participate in professional development meetings that held 
each year by the Georgia Department of Education and minutes and materials from these meetings are available 
on the website.  The networking among districts and the best practices shared are valuable strategies for success.  
To access past meeting materials for each region please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/School-
Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program-Meetings-and-Materials.aspx  
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 “Georgia Parent Leadership Awards” 

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) and the Georgia Parent Teacher Association (GA PTA) created the 
award to recognize parents across Georgia who utilize their various skills and talents to strengthen our schools 
and positively impact the lives of our children. The award also hopes to inspire all parents to use their unique 
talents, no matter how big or small, to lead the way in building positive outcomes for all children.  Six awards are 
given annually recognizing parents for their outstanding leadership in creating a foundation of support for student 
achievement and success.  Schools nominate parents during the month of November. To learn more about this 
award and the current winners please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-
Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program-For-Parents-Links.aspx or http://www.gadoe.org/School-
Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Month.aspx  

“Get the facts…Get Connected…Get INVOLVED! Brochures, Handouts and Posters” 

The Georgia Department of Education created brochures, handouts and posters that motivate parents by 
providing 15 ways they can get involved in their children’s education across all grade levels.  Brochures and 
posters are available for order by contacting the Parent Engagement Program, but please note quantities are 
limited.  For ease of copying a handout version is also available on the website.  Brochures, handouts, and posters 
are available in English and Spanish.  To access these items please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/school-
improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Resources.aspx  

“Get the facts…Get Connected…Get INVOLVED! Parent Engagement Month Calendar” 

The Georgia Department of Education each year as part of Parent Engagement Month in November designs a 
monthly calendar as a tool for parents to GET INVOLVED and stay connected in their children’s education. Three 
specialized  calendars are developed for the parents of elementary, middle and high school students to encourage 
meaningful conversations and positive interactions with their child(ren) daily as well as to identify teachable 
moments at home and when participating in day-to-day activities with their children. Although each calendar is 
created based on school levels, parents are strongly encouraged to assess their child’s ability to engage in these 
activities and check for age-appropriateness.  Furthermore, even though the calendar is to be primarily used in 
the month of November, it provides meaningful tools for parents to engage with their children at any time during 
the year.  To access this year’s calendar please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-
Programs/Pages/Parent-Month.aspx 

 “Get the facts…Get Connected…Get INVOLVED! Videos” 

The Georgia Department of Education and the Georgia Parental Information and Resource Center teamed up with 
Georgia Public Broadcasting to create “GET INVOLVED” video stories. These videos were filmed at both home and 
school and represent parents of students across all grade levels. Real parents telling their real stories are captured 
based on 15 ways parents can get involved in their child’s education. The 15 parent videos along with an 
introduction video are listed below and available in English and Spanish. In addition to viewing them, it is 
encouraged to put them on your school or district’s website, show them at parent meetings and functions, and 
even play them on your local school cable channel.  To access these videos please visit: 
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/GET-INVOLVED-Parent-Videos.aspx  

 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program-For-Parents-Links.aspx
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“Engaging Parents Calendar” 

The Georgia Department of Education provides a calendar of unique and special days throughout the year to 
assist schools in celebrating and planning for parent and family engagement opportunities.  To access this 
calendar please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/school-improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-
Resources.aspx 

“Parent Engagement Program Quarterly Newsletters” 

The Georgia Department of Education’s Parent Engagement Program develops quarterly parent newsletters that 
are designed to inform, engage, and promote student achievement. Parents are equipped with resources needed 
to stay actively engaged in their child’s educational process.  To access past and current parent newsletters please 
visit: http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program-For-
Parents-Links.aspx 

“Parent Engagement Program’s Resource Guide” 

The Georgia Department of Education provides a resource guide of select state and national resources 
that provide research-based strategies as well as publications and programs on family engagement to 
build parent capacity within school communities in order to increase student achievement.  To access 
this guide please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/school-improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-
Engagement-Resources.aspx 

“Parent Engagement Program Webinars” 

The Georgia Department of Education provides parent engagement webinars to assist schools and 
districts with building parent capacity through resources, tools, and promising practices.  Live webinar 
notifications are sent out through email, but webinar recordings are available at any time.  Webinars 
highlight various promising practices across Georgia from local school and district PICs, teacher and administrator 
professional development modules, and make and take workshops. To access a listing of recorded webinars and 
instructions on how to listen please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-
Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program-Meetings-and-Materials.aspx  

“Parent Involvement Coordinator Guidance Job Description” 

The Georgia Department of Education provides a Parent Involvement Coordinator Guidance Job Description 
containing general language and descriptors that could be considered when developing a Parent Involvement 
Coordinator job description.  This guidance was developed by drawing from examples from other states, as well as 
the Departments own observations of many of the duties and responsibilities held by these individuals right here 
in Georgia.  Overall, it contains a wide range of duties and responsibilities representative of a full-time position 
that would meet the needs of Title I students and their families.  Please be reminded that the employment of a 
Parent Involvement Coordinator and/or the use of this sample job description is/are not a federal requirement.  
The sample is being provided as a reference for districts to use at your discretion.  To access the guidance job 
description please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/school-improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-
Engagement-Resources.aspx 
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“Parent Leadership Development Guide for Parents and Administrators” 

The Georgia Department of Education developed a parent leadership guide to provide parents with steps to 
acquire the knowledge and skills needed to have a meaningful voice in their child’s education.   The guide also 
assists administrators with developing parent leaders in a progressive process to greatly contribute to the overall 
success of the school and its mission.  To access this guide please visit:   http://www.gadoe.org/school-
improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Resources.aspx 

“Resolution and Statement on Parent Engagement”  

The Georgia Department of Education and the Georgia State Board of Education recognizes that the partnerships 
between parents, schools, and communities must be viewed as equal with shared responsibilities, but schools 
must take the lead in developing and sustaining these collaborative partnerships to ensure maximum 
effectiveness.  Each partner, however has a role to play as clearly outlined in the resolution and statement, and 
local school officials are strongly urged to use them as a guide in developing local school and district policies.  To 
access the resolution and statement please visit: : http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-
Programs/Pages/Parent-Month.aspx 

 “School Transition Toolkits” 

The Georgia Department of Education along with other state organization partners has developed two toolkits 
focused on student school transitions.  The first toolkit, Planning for Terrific Transitions: A Guide for Georgia 
Schools on Kindergarten Transition addresses the first school transition a child normally experiences.  The second 
toolkit, Middle School Matters: A Guide for Georgia Schools on Middle School Transition addresses the changes 
students and their families experience as they move from elementary to middle school.  Both toolkits feature 
frameworks to assist schools with building comprehensive school transition programs, as well as provide 
brochures, videos, and other resources to support students and families during these transition times.  School 
transition guides for older transitions are in the process of being developed.  To access the kindergarten and 
middle school transition toolkits please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/school-improvement/Federal-
Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Resources.aspx 

“Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Council” 

The State Superintendent of School’s Parent Advisory Council (PAC) is a group of parents from across the state 
that meets to discuss education in Georgia. Advisory Council members are particularly focused on how to increase 
parent and family engagement to ensure student success. Members meet several times throughout the school 
year with State School Superintendent serving as advisors and acting as ambassadors. They share the information 
learned with members of their communities, other families, and schools.  Minutes of the meetings are shared on 
the website and provide valuable insight into the minds of what is important to parents.  To access a list of current 
PAC members, meetings, minutes, and projects please visit: http://www.gadoe.org/Pages/Parent-Advisory-
Council.aspx  
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