
 

 

Title III Services for Private School Students 

Title III of the ESEA allocates funds to LEAs that may be used to provide services and materials for 

limited English proficient students (LEP) and immigrant students enrolled in nonpublic schools.  The 

number of Title III-eligible private school students is annually reported in Student Record by LEAs and 

these private school English Learner counts are included in the annual Title III district allocations. 

LEAs must ensure that Title III funds expended on nonpublic school services are done so in accordance 

with federal regulations and for the purpose of providing high-quality professional development and 

assisting LEP students achieve English proficiency and meet academic standards. The LEA may not use 

Title III funds to pay for private school services that, in the absence of Title III funds, would be necessary 

to be provided by other Federal, or State, or local funds. 

In general, when using Title III funds to support nonpublic school students, Title III/Title III Consortium 

school districts must ensure that the following requirements are met: 

 LEAs receiving Title III funds must annually provide private schools located in the geographic 

area served by the LEA with a timely and meaningful opportunity to participate in educational 

services intended for LEP children and educational personnel.  

 

 To ensure this timely and meaningful consultation, the LEA must consult with appropriate 

private school officials during the design and development of the Title III program on issues such 

as: 

1. How the LEP student’s needs will be identified 

2. What services will be offered 

3. How, where and by whom the services will be provided 

4. How the services will be assessed and how the results of the assessment will be 

used to improve those services 

5. The size and scope of the services to be provided to the private school children 

and educational personnel 

6. The amount of funds available for those services 

7. How and when the LEA will make decisions about the delivery of services, 

including a thorough consideration of the views of the private school officials on 

the provision of contract services through potential third-party providers 



 

Upon a private school’s agreement to receive Title III services: 

 LEAs may serve private school LEP children and educational personnel either directly or through 

contracts with public and private agencies, organizations and institutions. Third party 

contractors must be independent of any religious organization and contracts must be under the 

control and supervision of the LEA. 

 

 The LEA, or its contracted service provider, is responsible for testing and identifying private 

school LEP students using the state-approved English language proficiency test. 

 

 Funds provided for educational services for private school children and educational personnel 

must be equal, taking into account the number and educational needs of those children, to the 

funds provided for participating public school children.  

 

 Title III services provided to private school children and educational personnel must be secular, 

neutral and non-ideological. 

 

 LEP students must be tested annually, using the state-approved English language proficiency 

test, to measure their progress in acquiring English language proficiency. 

 

 The control of funds used to provide services and the title to all materials and equipment 

purchased with those funds must be retained by the LEA. 

 

 Funds used to provide services to private school children and educational personnel must not be 

commingled with nonfederal funds. 

FAQs 

What is meant by “equitable” participation by public and private school students and educational 

personnel in a Title III program? 

Participation is considered to be equitable if the LEA (1) assesses, addresses and evaluates the needs 

and progress of public and private school students and educational personnel on a comparable basis; (2) 

provides, in the aggregate, approximately the same amount of services to students and educational 

personnel with similar needs; (3) spends an equal amount of funds to serve similar public and private 

school students and educational personnel; and (4) provides both groups of students and educational 

personnel equal opportunities to participate in program activities. 

Must an LEA’s Title III program design be the same from both public and private school students and 

educational personnel? 



No.  Consultation and coordination between LEA and private school officials are essential to ensure a 

high-quality program that meets the needs of the students being served and assists those students in 

attaining English proficiency and meeting the same challenging state academic and student achievement 

standards as all children are expected to meet.  The LEA must assess the needs of private school 

students and educational personnel, the LEA, in consultation with private school officials, must develop 

a separate program design that is appropriate for their needs. 

What recourse is available if an LEA will not use its Title III funds to provide equitable services to private 

school children and educational personnel? 

Complaints about an LEA’s failure to provide equitable services to private school children and 

educational personnel must first be submitted to the state education agency for resolution.  The state’s 

resolution or failure to make a resolution may be appealed to the U.S. Department of Education.  

Georgia Department of Education complaint policy and procedures may be found at: 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-

Instruction/Documents/ESOL/NCLB%20Complaint%20Procedures%20and%20Form%20(6-18-13).pdf 

Additional information about regulations relating to services to private schools can be found at: 

http://archives.gadoe.org/_documents/esol/Title%20IX%20Svc%20to%20Private%20School_USED%20G

uidance.pdf 
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