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What are your biggest concerns related to Social Studies?

What questions do you have regarding Social Studies?
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Name them….
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Name them….

- Justice Clarence 
Thomas

- Justice Antonin 
Scalia 

- Chief Justice John 
G. Roberts

- Justice Anthony M. 
Kennedy

- Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg

- Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor

- Justice Stephen G. 
Breyer

- Justice Samuel A. 
Alito, Jr.,

- Justice Elena 
Kagan.
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Focus on Thinking….
Becoming Informed Citizens
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• Why is the ability to appoint a Supreme Court Justice one 
of the most influential powers of a president?

• Should President Obama name a replacement for Justice 
Scalia?

• Should Supreme Court Justices be appointed for life?  
(Federalist papers- life span around 50)

• Does the Supreme Court have too much power?

• Discuss some recent Supreme Court cases that have had 
an impact across the U.S. 
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Relate to Larger Topics & Current Events
Tim Cook & Apple
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How to improve student achievement on the EOG or EOC? 
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Teach ALL of the standards and elements!
Pace Yourself!
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Teach ALL of the standards and elements!
Pace Yourself!

Domains U.S. History

Colonization through the Constitution 20%

New Republic through Reconstruction 20%

Industrialization, Reform, and Imperialism 15%

Establishment as a World Power 20%

Post-World War II to the Present 25%
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Teach ALL of the standards and elements!
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http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

3/30/2016 16

Teach the GPS
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Ping Pong Method
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Missing the Mark Method

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

3/30/2016 19

Missing the Mark Method

SSCG15 The student will explain the functions of the departments and 
agencies of the federal bureaucracy. 
b. Explain the functions of the Cabinet.
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Missing the Mark Method
SSCG15 The student will explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the federal 
bureaucracy. 
b. Explain the functions of the Cabinet.

Department of Education Department of Transportation

Head of Department? Head of Department?

Dates took office? Dates took office?

Establishes policy for, administers and 
coordinates most federal assistance to 
education. It assists the president in 
executing his education policies for the 
nation and in implementing laws enacted by 
Congress.

Responsible for helping maintain and develop 
the nation’s transportation systems and 
infrastructure. From roads to airlines to 
railways, DOT carries out planning that 
supports the movement of Americans by 
cars, truck, trains, ships and planes. 
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Skipping Stones Method
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Deep Dive Method

I like this 
topic and 

therefore…
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Refuse To Teach
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Know the GPS

SS3CG1 The student will explain the importance of the basic principles that provide the 
foundation of a republican form of government.
c. State an example of the responsibilities of each level and branch of government.

When does the Supreme Court vote on laws as part of the legislative process?
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Know the GPS

8th to 6th and 7th to 8th

Social Studies: The shared subject
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Know the GPS

Free Workshops- Pay for Subs- Increases Test Scores
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Know the GPS

Domains 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th

History 30% 50% 50% 29% 20% 47%

Geography 20% 15% 15% 31% 35% 12%

Govt/ 
Civics

30% 20% 20% 15% 20% 25%

Economics 20% 15% 15% 25% 25% 16%
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Know the GPS
Teacher Notes

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

Econ & US 
History

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

3/30/2016 30

Assessment

Standard Setting

Data Review

Item Review

EOG 
& 

EOC
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Teaching at the Wrong DOK Level
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Map & Globe Skills
Information Processing Skills

Literacy Integration

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

3/30/2016 33

Lack of Visuals
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Sustained/Quality PD
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