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Goals of  the Session

• Share some of the support tools that are available for all 
Georgia teachers through GADOE’s assessment initiatives.

• Discuss how these tools facilitate work towards improving 
student achievement.

• Explain how the assessment initiative connects to current 
educational improvement efforts in Georgia

• Provide information to Georgia educators on how to access 
and use the assessment initiative tools
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Purpose of  Georgia’s Assessment 
Initiatives

• To provide assessment resources that reflect the 
rigor of Georgia’s state-mandated content 
standards

• To balance the use of formative and summative 
assessments in the classroom

• To promote student learning

• To sustain implementation of Georgia’s rigorous 
content standards
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Tools for Success

 Achievement Level Descriptors

 Georgia’s Online Formative Assessment 
Resource

 Formative Instructional Practices 
Professional Learning and Implementation
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Achievement Level 
Descriptors

• The Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs) have 
been posted.
• ALDs show a progression of knowledge and skills for 

which students must demonstrate competency across 
the achievement levels.

• http://GaDOE.org/Georgia-milestones
• Click on End of Grade (or End of Course) Resources

• Click on Georgia Milestones Achievement Level Descriptors
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Achievement Levels

Beginning Learners do not yet demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and skills
necessary at this grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content 
standards.  The students need substantial academic support to be prepared for the next 
grade level or course and to be on track for college and career readiness.

Developing Learners demonstrate partial proficiency in the knowledge and skills
necessary at this grade level/course of learning, as specified by in Georgia’s content 
standards.  The students need additional academic support to ensure success in the next 
grade level or course and to be on track for college and career readiness.

Proficient Learners demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary at 
this grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content standards. The 
students are prepared for the next grade level or course and are on track for college and 
career readiness.

Distinguished Learners demonstrate advanced proficiency in the knowledge and skills
necessary at this grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content 
standards. The students are well prepared for the next grade level or course and are well 
prepared for college and career readiness.
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Achievement Level 
Descriptors

ALD Standard Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner

Policy Beginning Learners do not yet 

demonstrate proficiency in the 

knowledge and skills necessary at this 

grade level/course of learning, as 

specified in Georgia’s content 

standards. The students need 

substantial academic support to be 

prepared for the next grade level or 

course and to be on track for college 

and career readiness.

Developing Learners demonstrate 

partial proficiency in the knowledge 

and skills necessary at this grade 

level/course of learning, as specified 

in Georgia’s content standards. The 

students need additional academic 

support to ensure success in the next 

grade level or course and to be on 

track for college and career readiness.

Proficient Learners demonstrate 

proficiency in the knowledge and 

skills necessary at this grade 

level/course of learning, as specified 

in Georgia’s content standards. The 

students are prepared for the next 

grade level or course and are on track 

for college and career readiness.

Distinguished Learners demonstrate 

advanced proficiency in the 

knowledge and skills necessary at 

this grade level/course of learning, 

as specified in Georgia’s content 

standards. The students are well 

prepared for the next grade level or 

course and are well prepared for 

college and career readiness.

Range A student who achieves at the 

Beginning Learner level tends to read 

and comprehend informational texts 

and literature that do not meet the 

demands of grade level texts that 

would signal this student is on track 

for college and career readiness and 

requires substantial instructional 

support to improve reading skills. 

A student who achieves at the 
Developing Learner level tends to 
read and comprehend informational 
texts and literature of low-to-
moderate complexity and sometimes 
struggle to meet the demands of 
grade level texts that would signal 
this student is on track for college and 
career readiness and requires some 
instructional support to enhance 
reading skills. 

A student who achieves at the 
Proficient Learner level reads and 
comprehends informational texts and 
literature of moderate-to-high 
complexity and is meeting the 
demands of grade level texts that 
signal this student is on track for 
college and career readiness. 

A student who achieves at the 
Distinguished Learner level reads 
and comprehends informational 
texts and literature of high 
complexity and is meeting and often 
exceeding the demands of grade 
level texts that clearly signal this 
student is on track for college and 
career readiness. 

3.RL.1 Answers simple questions to 

demonstrate understanding of texts.

Answers questions to demonstrate 

understanding of texts, referring to 

texts as the basis for answers.

Asks and answers questions to 

demonstrate understanding of texts, 

referring explicitly to texts as the 

basis for answers.

Asks and answers complex questions 

to demonstrate understanding of 

texts, referring explicitly to texts as 

the basis for answers.

Sample Grade 3 ELA
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Achievement Level 
Descriptors

ALD Standard Beginning Learner Developing Learner Proficient Learner Distinguished Learner

Policy Beginning Learners do not yet 

demonstrate proficiency in the 

knowledge and skills necessary at 

this grade level/course of 

learning, as specified in Georgia’s 

content standards. The students 

need substantial academic 

support to be prepared for the 

next grade level or course and to 

be on track for college and career 

readiness.

Developing Learners demonstrate 

partial proficiency in the 

knowledge and skills necessary at 

this grade level/course of 

learning, as specified in Georgia’s 

content standards. The students 

need additional academic support 

to ensure success in the next 

grade level or course and to be on 

track for college and career 

readiness.

Proficient Learners demonstrate 

proficiency in the knowledge and 

skills necessary at this grade 

level/course of learning, as 

specified in Georgia’s content 

standards. The students are 

prepared for the next grade level 

or course and are on track for 

college and career readiness.

Distinguished Learners 

demonstrate advanced 

proficiency in the knowledge and 

skills necessary at this grade 

level/course of learning, as 

specified in Georgia’s content 

standards. The students are well 

prepared for the next grade level 

or course and are well prepared 

for college and career readiness.

Range A student who achieves at the 

Beginning Learner level 

demonstrates minimal command 

of the grade-level standards.

A student who achieves at the 
Developing Learner level 
demonstrates partial command of 
the grade-level standards.

A student who achieves at the 
Proficient Learner level 
demonstrates proficiency of the 
grade-level standards.

A student who achieves at the 
Distinguished Learner level 
demonstrates advanced 
proficiency of the grade-level 
standards.

3.NBT.1

3.NBT.2

3.NBT.3

Understands place value to 1000 

and multiplies single-digit 

numbers.

Adds and subtracts within 1000. Uses place value relationships to 

round numbers, multiplies whole 

numbers by multiples of ten, 

adds and subtracts fluently, and 

explains arithmetic patterns.

Recognizes that each place 

value, left to right, is ten times 

the one before it, rounding to 

specific whole-number place 

values, and multiplies multiples 

of ten by each other.
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Inside the Formative Assessment 
Toolbox

• Development of a three-prong toolkit to support teachers and 
leaders in promoting student learning

• An expansive bank of formative instructional assessment 
items/tasks based in ELA and Mathematics as a teacher 
resource

• A set of benchmark assessments in ELA and Math for grades 1 
through HS and selected grades/courses for Science and Social 
studies

• An assessment literacy professional learning opportunity that 
focuses on implementation of research-based formative 
instructional practices (FIP)
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Formative Assessment Initiatives
Bringing a Balanced Assessment Focus to the Classroom

Assessment 
Literacy 

Professional 
Learning

Benchmark 
Assessments

Formative 
Item Bank
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Formative Instructional Practices: 
Formative Assessment in Action

Formative 
Assessment/

Diagnostic

Formative 
Assessment

Formative 
Assessment

Formative 
Assessment

Summative 
Assessment

• Design
• Teach

• Re-Design
• Teach

• Re-Design
• Teach

• Re-Design
• Teach State-Mandated 

Content 
Standards

Re-Design might involve changing activities, instructional techniques, assessment 
methods or content, and/or differentiation based upon student needs. 
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GOFAR Highlights

 Students, staff and classes are prepopulated and 
maintained through the State Longitudinal Data 
System (SLDS).
• In order for this to work, systems need to make sure 

their Student Class File is updated regularly.  

 Teachers and Administrators may view Exemplars 
and Rubrics in Item Preview.

 A scoring code may be distributed at a local level 
to help score constructed response items.
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Item Formats

• Multiple Choice

• Mostly Constructed-Response 
– Extended Response
– Scaffolded

• Constructed-response items require students to 
provide explanations/rationales, provide evidence, 
and/or to show work 

• Preponderance of items at DOK 3 and 4

• Provide teachers with evidence of true student 
understanding of content and process
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GOFAR State Developed 
Assessments

• Foundations of Algebra
• Pre-Post, Modules 1-5

• Formative Benchmarks (22 benchmarks with 2 parts 
each)

• ELA Grades 1-8, 9th Grade Lit, American Lit

• Mathematics Grades 1-8, Coordinate Algebra, 
Analytic Geometry

• Biology, US History
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Example of  Extended 
Response Item
ELA—Grades 9 – 10

Passage Title:  Juliette Gordon Lowe

Part A

Identify at least two arguments Juliette Gordon Low used as reasons to begin 
the Girl Scouts.

Part B

Evaluate whether or not these arguments are valid and whether there is 
enough evidence in the article to support them.  

Be sure to complete ALL parts of the task. Use details from the text to support 
your answer. Answer with complete sentences, and use correct punctuation 
and grammar.

9th/10th Grade ELA Standards RI.9.8; RI9.1; L9.1; L9.2; DOK 4 
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Example of  Extended 
Response Item 
Math—Advanced Algebra

STEM: If the stem is to contain art, complete the art page provided. In the stimulus 

box below place the art where applicable 

Sreeja and Brandon solved the equation shown in different ways. 

 
2

3 2
2

1
x x

x
x
 




 

 

Part A 
Before solving the equation, what solution could Sreeja and Brandon identify as 

extraneous? Explain your reasoning. 
 

Part B 

Sreeja solved the equation by creating the proportion 
2

3 2 2
.

1 1
x x x

x
 




 

Demonstrate how Sreeja used the proportion to solve the equation. In each 
step, explain the properties she used to determine the solution. 

 
Part C 

Brandon solved the equation by simplifying the left side of the equation first. 
Demonstrate how Brandon simplified the expression on the left and then solved 

the equation. In each step, explain the properties he used to determine the 
solution. 

 

Be sure to complete ALL parts of the task. 
Write your answer and show your work on the paper provided. 

Do NOT type your answer in the text box below. 

 

Advanced Algebra, Standards A.REI.2; A.REI.4; A.APR.6, A.REI.1; DOK 3

16

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Example of  Rubric
Mathematics—Grade 5

Rubric

Score Designation Description

4 Thoroughly 
Demonstrated

The student successfully completes all elements of the item by demonstrating 
knowledge and application of measuring volumes by counting unit cubes, using 
cubic cm, cubic in, cubic ft, and improvised units (5.MD.4), applying the 
formulas V = l × w × h and V = b × h for rectangular prisms to find volumes of 

right rectangular prisms with whole number edge lengths in the context of 
solving real world and mathematical problems (5.MD.5b), and adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimals to hundredths, using concrete 
models or drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of 
operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; relating 
the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used (5.NBT.7).

3 Clearly 
Demonstrated

The student shows clear understanding of the standards listed above, but one 
of the explanations or work shown is insufficient or weak
Or
All parts of the item are correctly done except for a minor computational error
Or
The student successfully completes two of the three parts of the item and 
partially completes the other part.

2 Basically 
Demonstrated

The student shows basic understanding of the standards listed above, but two 
of the explanations or work shown are insufficient or weak
Or
The student successfully completes one of the three parts of the item and 
partially completes the other parts.

1 Minimally 
Demonstrated

The student shows minimal understanding of the standards listed above and 
completes only one of the three parts
Or
The student partially completes two of the three parts.

0 Incorrect or 
irrelevant

The response is incorrect or irrelevant to the skill or concept being measured.
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Exemplar Papers
• Prototype answer – the “ideal” response

• Set of responses from actual Georgia students, 
collected during item pilots

• Samples scored by trained raters using rubric 

• Papers allow teachers to review and compare 
their own students’ work to the sample responses 
for each score point
–Helps standardize expectations of the standards

• Score point and annotations provided for each 
sample item response

Note: The pilot was conducted using standard administration procedures in order to ensure that results 

were comparable across the state.  When items/tasks are used during instruction, these administration 

rules do not have to apply and student results may vary; thus, teachers may want to modify the rubrics 

and even raise expectations.  Rubrics and exemplars should remain focused on high expectations.
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Exemplar Paper
Mathematics—Grade 5

Exemplar 

Part A 
32 cubic inches. 

24 cubes; 3 3
4 41

32 
32


8

24
1 1

24   or 1
4

32 8 32 8 24      

 
Part B 

First shoebox: , so 4 4 2 32;V lwh     32 is the volume of the first 

shoebox. 
Possible dimensions for the second shoebox are 8 by 2 by 2 OR 16 by 2 by 1. 
8 2 2 32; 16 2 1 32.       

 

Part C 
5 5 14 25 14 350      cubic inches. A total of 350 inch cubes would be 

needed to fill a real shoebox. 
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Student Anchor 
Papers

Student Response

Scorer’s Annotation

Score based upon rubric
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Student Sample 
Anchors
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GOFAR Assessment 
Steps

• Create a Test using the Cart

• Assign Test to Students

• Student take the Test

• View Reports in SLDS
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Creating a New Test 
using the Cart

 To create a new test using 
the cart you  must have 
items in the cart.

 Click Add in the row of the 
item to add  an item  to the 
cart. The cart reflects the 
number of items added. 

 Click the Cart in the Search 
Result area. The Cart
window appears.

Click Add to add the 
question to the cart. 
The cart shows the 
number of  question 
items in the cart. 
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Assigning a Test to 
Students (cont’d)

 Under Test Information, enter a 
name in the Test Form Name.

 Select the box in the Published?
row to ensure that the test is 
available to the student.

 Select a start and end date in the 
Start Date and End Date fields.

 In Test Day select the appropriate 
days for the test.

GOFAR auto-generates a 5-
digit passcode for the student. 
The teacher provides this 
number to  the student for 
teacher assigned assessment 
tests.
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Scoring Constructed 
Response Tests (cont’d)

 Scroll down to view the rubric.
 Select the appropriate response in 

the rubric based on the student 
response to the question.

 To see student samples, click the 
Exemplar File link.

 Click Submit.
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Student Access to GOFAR
 Enter the student URL in the address 

bar.  The GOFAR main window appears.

 Teacher or district Assigned Test
a. For Teacher assigned tests, enter 

your Georgia Test Identifier (GTID) 
in the box for teacher assigned 
tests.

b. Enter the Test Pass Code.
c. Click Submit. The filter selection 

window appears.

https://gofar.gadoe.org/GOFARWeb/
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Student Assigned Test 
Results

 Navigate through the test until 
complete.

 Click Finish Test when complete. 
A Confirmation Required 
message appears. 

 Click Confirm to complete the 
test. The Assessment Result 
message appears.

 Click OK. A message indicating 
that the student successfully 
completed the assessment 
appears.

 Close the message window when 
complete. The student is logged 
out of GOFAR.
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Understanding the Information 
in the Assessment Proficiency 

Reports

Click the link 
for the test 
name to view 
Domain 
information.

Click  a bar 
graph to view  
a student 
metrics report  
for the 
assessment 
category.

Click the 
arrow to 
navigate 
through the 
report levels .
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Transition to Georgia Milestones:
More Resources Available

• Content standards
• frameworks, formative lessons
• www.georgiastandards.org

• Sample items 
• Assessment Guides & Student/Parent Resource & Study Guides

• Formative/benchmark items

• released items via NAEP
• Item Samplers – Coming soon

• Formative Assessment Practices (FIP)
• Student/Parent Resource & Study Guides

• intended to support learning, not intended to supplant quality classroom instruction 

• Parent Question & Answer Brochure/Flyer
• EOG & EOC Assessment Guides

• includes standards assessed and sample items

• Experience Online Testing Georgia (public, 24/7 site)
• Secure Practice Tests (within eDIRECT)
• Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs)
• EOC & EOG Score Interpretation Guides
• Eliciting Evidence of Student Learning Modules
• Test Blueprints/Content Weights
• Technology Requirements
• Calculator Policy
• Allowable Accommodations (SWD & EL)
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Contact Information 

Questions Regarding GOFAR’s Content & 
School/System Usage contact:
• Joseph Blessing

• 404-232-1208 

• jblessing@doe.k12.ga.us

Questions Regarding GOFAR’s Functionality/Technical 
Support contact:  

GaDOE Help Desk
• 1-800-869-1011

• HelpDesk@doe.k12.ga.us
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Questions
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Let’s Talk about  GA FIP
Kelli Harris-Wright, GA FIP Specialist

kharris-wright@doe.k12.ga.us

404-463-5047
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Today’s Conversation

• Take a brief self-assessment 

• Build a case for using GA FIP Professional Learning

• Share the course content offered through GA FIP

• Talk about strategies for implementing GA FIP 
blended model of professional learning

• Take your questions 

• Reflect and engage in preliminary planning
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Self-assessment…

To what extent does your current professional learning enable district leaders, 
principals and instructional coaches to provide adequate support and appropriate 
feedback to teachers about…

• their abilities to deconstruct standards to identify learning targets and develop an 
appropriate learning progression for all students to access to rigorous instruction? 

• their abilities to develop end-of-lesson formative assessment checks that are 
aligned to learning targets and provide information about how well students 
learned the lesson?

• their abilities to establish classroom environments that enable students to take 
ownership of their own learning, reflect against criteria for excellent work, self-
assess, and goal set?
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Regardless of  how you answered, 
there is support!
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Dylan Wiliam says…
January 27,  2016 Webinar:  Leadership for Teacher Learning

http://www.dylanwiliamcenter.com/webinars/
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Dylan Wiliam’s final comment…
http://www.dylanwiliamcenter.com/webinars/

• 10 years of deliberate practice is required to become 
expert for other domains as well as teaching

• Even the best teachers need to practice to become 
better

• Most teachers make exponential improvement in years 
1 to 3, and often go into auto-pilot mode if not pushed 
and encouraged to get better

• Some teachers are motivated to get better on their own

• Create the conditions for teachers continue to improve 
well beyond their current levels
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Where is the “HOW?” Many of my fellow 

teachers and I understand the need for 

more rigor and challenging our students 

to help them achieve. We get it. What 

is lacking is the “how.” How is teaching 

with the new standards different from 

teaching with the old?

Teachers need models and training to 

help them step back to the role of skilled 

facilitators, to guide students to take 

ownership of their own learning. 

Source:  Marzano, R. J. and Toth, M. D. (2014). Teaching for rigor: A call for a critical instructional shift. West Palm 
Beach, FL: Learning Sciences International. 

http://www.marzanocenter.com/essentials/mini-whitepaper-
dl/?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRokv63BZKXonjHpfsX54%2BwoXKe0lMI%2F0ER3fOvrPUfGjI4CSMNmI%2BSLDwEYGJlv6SgF
QrbFMbRh0LgKXhY%3D
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One of  the best ways to help teachers 

impact student learning is by helping 

them learn to use...

http://www.dylanwiliamcenter.com/webinars
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PLCs, Time, and Implement 
until Observed Everywhere…

• PLC work and effective coaching, when used well, can 
significantly change leader and teacher habits.

• Somebody has to be the dedicated leader or facilitator 
without 20 other responsibilities if the PLC work is to 
focus on improving teaching and student learning.

• Implement the new work until it is visible in every 
classroom before deciding to go on to the next new 
idea.
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Formative Instructional Practices 
An Expectation to Work on Work that Makes a Difference for Students

• GA FIP blended professional learning provides the 
content and process for leaders and teachers to learn 
how to effectively work with standards to gather and 
respond to evidence of student learning in the required 
context of more rigor. (see handout of all available FIP 
courses)

• FIP can be accessed through district and school-unique 
codes and by logging in through the GaDOE Georgia FIP 
web site:  www.gadoe.org/GeorgiaFIP
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John Hattie’s Effect Size = 0.90 
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FIP can also be access through the 
PD tab in the SLDS without using 
unique access codes.
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(Refinements and development are on-going)
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Sample FIP Online PL Content
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Learning 
Progression 
begins with 
definitions 

and 
academic 

vocabulary. 
Student 

learning is 
assessed at 

each 
progression.
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FIP Implementation Strategies for Leaders

Carol Dweck:  When we learn hard new things, the brain 
forms new connections and we become smarter.
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FIP as a Knowledge-building 
Process

• Provide a comprehensive overview of FIP professional 
learning through an informational session and provide 
access support.

• Allow interested leaders and/or teachers to take FIP 
courses on their own learning schedule and 
independently plan how to use the content.
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FIP as a Targeted Process

• Identify key district or school personnel to take FIP online 
learning content, study and download resources to plan 
to lead and sustain use of FIP content in schools identified 
for improvement.

• FIP should be included in the improvement plan. A 
selective abandonment analysis can assist in identifying 
initiatives that can be combined, reduced or eliminated to 
have time to learn and use FIP processes in classrooms.

What is the worst possible outcome if I do not do 
this?  

What is the best possible outcome if I do?
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FIP as a Transformative Process

•Key leaders create online learning accounts.

•Key leaders form the district or school FIP Team (lead learners).

•The Team names teachers to the team and all teachers create 
online learning accounts. The team of leaders and teachers takes 
Modules 1 and 2, downloads associated online resources, and 
meets to discuss how and when to move forward for the district 
and/or school.

•The Team develops an implementation and communication plan 
that includes: (a) windows of time for both principals and teachers 
in all schools to the complete each online learning module, 
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FIP as a Transformative Process

(b) meeting time for discussion of content, (c) the selection of FIP 
strategies to try and the identification of LKES and TKES standards 
to which the strategies apply, (d) time to practice the selected FIP 
strategies, and (e) time to debrief about the practice of FIP 
strategies and make adjustments, if needed.

• The team uses a consensus process to decide the particular FIP 
strategies from each module that can be reasonably practiced and 
implemented within the window of time established for each 
module. Providing flexibility is key.

• The team provides on-going feedback opportunities about the 
online learning, discussions, practice strategies and makes 
adjustments as needed.
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FIP as a Transformative Process

• In the plan, also build in time within the windows for monitoring 
the faculty’s completion of the assigned learning module, peer 
practice and feedback for the agreed upon FIP strategies, and 
finally, walk-throughs to observe FIP strategies in action.

• *The FIP Team continues their online learning for Modules 3 
through 5 to remain ahead of the faculty’s assigned online 
learning. *LAPS Sample Indicator 1.5 – Possesses knowledge of and directs school staff to implement 

research-based instructional best practices in the classroom.  

• **The Team uses their advance FIP knowledge and skills to 
continue planning with the principal how and when the FIP 
implementation will continue.  **LAPS Sample Indicator 1.8 – Provides the focus for 

continued learning for all members of the school community.
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Sample Calendar for FIP as 
Transformational Process
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GA FIP Voluntary Participation Data
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Higher ED Teacher Prep Programs Data Elements 3-3-15 2-2-16

Number of Colleges Participating 
15 24      

(+9 or 60%)

Number of FIP Online Learning Accounts
254 761 

(+507 or 200%)

Number of Course/Module Enrollments
1,104 3,332

(+2,228 or 202%

K-12 Data Elements 8-15-2013 1-7-2016

Number of FIP Online Learning Accounts 1,002 46,178

(+ 45,176 or 4509%)

Number of Course/Module Enrollments 3,765 230,904

(+227,139 or 6032%)

Number of Districts Participating 60/180 171/180

(+111 or 185%)

Number of Charter Schools Participating 0 3

Number of State Schools Participating 0 2

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Summary:  It’s About Balance
How will the results be used?

Tell me how the 
students are 
doing and how 
to improve 
learning and 
academic 
performance?

G-FIP and G-FIB

Tell me how  
students are 
likely to 
perform on the 
end-of-year 
assessment?

G-FAB

Tell me which 
instructional 
program, approach 
or teacher was most 
successful?

GA Milestones 
Assessment System

Instructional Predictive Evaluative

Adapted from:  Gong, B., Marion, S. & Perle, M. (2007).  A framework for considering interim assessments. Denver, CO:  
National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment. 

Formative Formative Summative
160 days 10 days 10 days
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Reflection and Next Steps…

• How can GOFAR formative assessment items be used to 
inform classroom instruction?

• Is your instructional improvement work sufficiently 
comprehensive, structured and paced to support and 
monitor teachers in learning about and using formative 
instructional practices? Can it be better? How?

• Do you have any initiatives that could be identified for 
selective abandonment to enable use of FIP professional 
learning?  Which FIP implementation model would work 
best in your setting?
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Georgia Department of  Education 
Assessment Toolkit Team

Dr. Melissa Fincher

Associate Superintendent

Assessment and Accountability

404.651.9405

mfincher@doe.k12.ga.us

Anthony (Tony) Eitel

Director, Assessment Administration

404.656.0478

aeitel@doe.k12.ga.us

Kelli Harris-Wright, Ed.S.

Assessment Specialist for FIP

404.463.5047

kharris-wright@doe.k12.ga.us

Joe Blessing

Assessment Specialist 

404.232.1208

jblessing@doe.k12.ga.us
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