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In the 2017-2018 school year, several LEAs working with AdvancED towards accreditation received an 

invoice letter from AdvancED stating that sometimes Title I and Title II, Part A money can be used to 

support the costs. In Georgia, accreditation is not required by state law or SBOE rule. In addition, Title II, 

Part A section 2102 requires LEAs to ‘meaningfully consult with teachers, principals, other school leaders, 

paraprofessionals, specialized instructional support personnel, charter school leaders, parents, community 

partners, and other organizations or partners with relevant and demonstrated expertise in programs and 

activities designed to meet the purpose of this title.’  
 

Upon review, it has been determined that as long as a LEA is not supplanting and is leveraging the 

AdvancED process for continuous school improvement as it relates to required consultation and 

establishing needs related to Title II, Part A Local Uses of Funds listed in section 2103, the LEA may use 

Title II, Part A to cover a portion of the associated costs. In compliance with the Uniform Administrative 

Requirements, Cost Principles and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards § 200.405 a cost may be charged 

to the grant ‘in accordance with relative benefits received… and can be distributed in proportions that may 

be approximated using reasonable methods.’ This determination is at the LEA’s discretion, but is subject 

to review during program audits and/or monitoring. 
 

Before incurring any costs related to AdvanceED, LEAs are encouraged to determine whether or not the 

cost could be considered supplanting. The ED Cross-Cutting Section of the Audit Compliance Supplement 

states the following: 

‘An SEA and LEA may use program funds only to supplement and, to the extent practical, increase the level 

of funds that would, in the absence of the Federal funds, be made available from non-Federal sources for 

the education of participating students. In no case may an LEA use Federal program funds to supplant 

funds from non-Federal sources.’ It is presumed that supplanting has occurred if: 

‘a. The SEA or LEA used Federal funds to provide services that the SEA or LEA was required to make 

available under other Federal, State or local laws. 

b. The SEA or LEA used Federal funds to provide services that the SEA or LEA provided with non-Federal 

funds in the prior year.’ 
 

Please be reminded that this Title II, Part A guidance is specific to Title II, Part A implementation in Georgia 

and may not apply to other ESSA programs implemented in Georgia. Contact your assigned specialist with 

specific questions.  


