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Purpose 

The onus for having a coherent instructional system lies with the leadership of a school and with 
the leadership of the district. The System for Effective School Instruction pulls together 
the Georgia School Performance Standards that are most relevant to assessment, curriculum 
and instruction and provides a model system intended for use by leaders and/or leadership 
teams in schools that do not have a system for instruction or have a system that needs 
improvement. 
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As we know, the ultimate success of students in a school is determined by the 
effectiveness of the instruction throughout the school. Other factors influence student 
success (e.g., school culture). However, it is the excellence of the teaching/instruction 
that drives the quality of learning. 

 
A highly effective school leadership team not only hires and develops good 
instructors; it also has an explicit plan and process for its instructional program. Just as 
the adopted state content standards tell teachers what students should know and 
do, the Georgia School Performance Standards tell school leaders what effective 
schools should know and do. In addition to the Georgia School Performance 
Standards that share what schools should know and do, a Leadership Guide has 
been developed to deconstruct each of the school standards, what they look like in 
practice, what the experts tell us, what leadership teams can do to implement the 
standards, possible look-fors and evidence, links to Teacher and Leader Performance 
Standards, and some sample resources for further study. 

 
The System for Effective School Instruction pulls together the standards that are most 
relevant to instruction in a school and puts them into a plan and process for 
instruction throughout a school. The Georgia School Performance Standards and the 
Leadership Guide are “what” effective schools and leaders do; the System for 
Effective School Instruction is “how” they do it (similar to content maps that guide 
“how” teachers deliver the adopted state content standards to the students). 

 
The adopted state content standards do not dictate how students learn and master 
the standards; there are different ways that students master the content standards. 
Similarly, the Georgia School Performance Standards do not suggest that all teachers 
in a school teach the standards exactly the same way. The school standards do 
recommend that a school have a system firmly in place to guide how teachers plan 
for instruction, structure the instruction for students, and determine whether instruction 
was effective for individual students and the school. 

 
The System for Effective School Instruction is an example or list of suggestions: it is a 
“starter” system intended for use by leaders and/or leadership teams in schools that 
do not have a system for instruction or have a system that needs improvement. The 
onus for having a coherent instructional system lies with the leadership of a school 
and with the leadership of the district. 

 
School and district leaders, do your schools have an explicit plan and process for 
ensuring effective instruction in the building? If not, review the sample plan that 
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follows to create one that will guide your teachers and your school. If you do have 
such a plan, review the content below to make improvements in your school plan. 
Teachers, you may also find the System for Effective School Instruction useful since 
you, too, play a major role in providing coherence in your school’s instructional 
program. 

The following page contains a proposed System for Effective School Instruction shown 
graphically. Following the graphic is a more detailed view of each part of the 
process: descriptions, sample tools, and links to the Georgia School Performance 
Standards and Leadership Guide. 

• System for Effective School Instruction webpage 
• System for Effective School Instruction Self-Assessment Checklist 
• System for Effective Instruction Standards-Based Instructional Framework 
• Georgia School Performance Standards 
• Leadership Guide 

Disclaimer: 

We have taken all reasonable care to ensure that the information contained within 
these pages is accurate and up-to-date. We do not endorse any non-Georgia 
Department of Education websites or products contained within these pages or 
through external hyperlinks. This document contains only a sampling of available 
resources and in no way should be considered an exhaustive list of available 
resources. It is at the discretion of individual districts and schools to determine 
appropriate resources to serve stakeholders. 

 
Email schoolimprovement@doe.k12.ga.us to recommend additional resources. 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/System-for-Effective-School-Instruction.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:50622fad-cbc5-3d2c-b60b-b548e47c8277
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide-Curriculum%2C%20Assessment%2C%20and%20Instruction.pdf
mailto:sde@doe.k12.ga.us
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Refine for Continuous 
Instructional Improvement 

• Reflect on What Did and 
Did Not Work 

• Adjust Planning, Implementation 
and Monitoring 

• Celebrate and Share Successes 
• Identify Next Steps 

Prepare for Quality Instruction 
• Plan with A Team 
• Identify What Students Should Know 
and Do 

• Determine How Students Will Show 
They Know and Can Do 

• Use Planning Tools For Instruction 

 
ASSESS PLAN 

 
 
 

 
MONITOR IMPLEMENT 

 

Ensure Student Success 

• Check for Understanding 
• Analyze: Identify Strengths 
and Gaps 

• Provide Feedback 
• Adjust: Intervene and Enrich 

Provide Quality Instruction 
• Pervasive Lesson Practices 
• Lesson Opening 
• Transition to Work Session 
• Work Session 
• Lesson Closing 

 

 
Adapted from the W. Edwards Deming Institute 
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Truly effective teachers do not “wing it.” They don’t merely show up and teach whatever they 
feel like teaching that day. Instead, they plan for success in their instruction and in their 
students’ learning. Moreover, these effective teachers plan in teams to make sure all students 
have access to the best instruction. In these teams, good teachers plan what the students 
should know and do, and determine how their students will show they “know” the content and 
can “do” a skill or performance task. Strong leaders in effective schools ensure that a 
collaborative planning process is in place, and they also are engaged in the planning process 
so that it is understood, followed, and continuously improved upon by all teams and teachers. 

System for Effective School Instruction Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Plan with a Team 

Create Collaborative 
Planning Schedules 

For our purpose, Planning with a Team 
means participating in a Collaborative 
Planning Meeting [CPM]. This group of 
educators meets regularly, shares 
expertise, and works collaboratively to 
improve and diversify teaching practices 
in order to increase academic 
performance of students. Teachers, 
instructional coaches, and administrators 
will meet to discuss and reflect on 
instructional techniques, lesson designs, 
and assessment practices. 

Time for CPMs should be scheduled, and 
whenever possible, held during the school 
day. Participation in the CPMs is an 
expected responsibility, not an optional 
activity. 

 
 
Guiding Questions: 
• How often should collaborative teams 

meet? 
• Is there a schedule/calendar 

established for routine CPM meetings? 
Is the time protected? 

• GaDOE Sample 
Instructional Coaches 
Schedule 

 
• All Things PLC 

 
• Establishing Time for 

Professional Learning 
(Learning Forward) 

 
• GaDOE Sample 

Elementary 
Collaborative 
Planning and 
Professional Learning 
Plan 

• GaDOE Sample High 
School Monthly 
Planner for 
Collaborative 
Planning and 
Professional Learning 

 
• GaDOE School 

Organizer Calendar 
 
• GaDOE Master 

Schedule - High 
School Exemplar 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 1: 
Uses a systematic, 
collaborative planning 
process so that 
teachers share an 
understanding of 
expectations for 
standards, curriculum, 
assessment, and 
instruction 

Leadership Standards 3: 
Uses systems to ensure 
effective 
implementation of 
curriculum, assessment, 
instruction, and 
professional learning 
practices 

Leadership Standard 5: 
Builds leadership 
capacity through 
shared decision-making 
and problem-solving 

Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Instructional%20Coaches%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Instructional%20Coaches%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Instructional%20Coaches%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.allthingsplc.info/tools-resources
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Establishing%20Time%20for%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Establishing%20Time%20for%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Establishing%20Time%20for%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Elementary%20Colloborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Elementary%20Colloborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Elementary%20Colloborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Elementary%20Colloborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Elementary%20Colloborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Elementary%20Colloborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning%20Plan.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20High%20School%20Monthly%20Planner%20for%20Collaborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20High%20School%20Monthly%20Planner%20for%20Collaborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20High%20School%20Monthly%20Planner%20for%20Collaborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20High%20School%20Monthly%20Planner%20for%20Collaborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20High%20School%20Monthly%20Planner%20for%20Collaborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20High%20School%20Monthly%20Planner%20for%20Collaborative%20Planning%20and%20Professional%20Learning.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/School%20Organizer.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/School%20Organizer.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Master%20Schedule.High%20School%20Exemplar.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Master%20Schedule.High%20School%20Exemplar.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Master%20Schedule.High%20School%20Exemplar.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

• When do colleagues collaborate with 
each other to reach educational 
decisions that promote student 
learning? 

• How often, and for what purposes, will 
collaborative planning teams meet with 
administration? 

  

Develop and Implement a 
Collaborative Planning Process 

Effective Leadership teams develop a 
schoolwide collaborative planning 
process in which all teachers participate 
to improve instruction, advance the 
knowledge and practice of teaching as a 
profession, and ultimately impacts student 
learning. 

 
Operational Collaborative Planning 
Meetings [CPMs] are guided by a set of 
expectations, collaboratively developed 
and agreed upon by group member, 
which address meeting logistics and 
interactions [norms]. 

 
In exemplary CPMs, agendas are 
collaboratively developed in response to 
group requests, teacher professional 
learning goals or identified student needs. 

 
Initially, facilitator-led CPMs are necessary 
to establish an effective process. The 
facilitator will keep discussions respectful, 
constructive, objective, goal-oriented, 
and focused on the work of planning 
instruction and assessing student work. 
After participants practice this model, a 
team-nominated facilitator from within the 
collaborative planning team will assume 
this role. 

• “Best Practice” The 
Enemy of Better 
Teaching (ASCD) 

 
• Creating Norms 

(Learning Forward) 
 
• Collaboration with 

Colleagues 
(Phys.org) 

 
• Collaborative Lesson 

Planning 
(Teaching Channel) 

 
• Collaborative 

Professional Learning 
in School; Team 
Planning and 
Reporting 
(New Jersey 
Department of 
Education) 

 
• Developing a 

Comprehensive 
Professional Learning 
System: A Workbook 
for State and Districts 
(Learning Forward) 

 
• GaDOE Collaborative 

Planning Expectations 
 
• GaDOE Collaborative 

Planning Meeting 
Minutes Template 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 1: 
Uses a systematic, 
collaborative planning 
process so that 
teachers share an 
understanding of 
expectations for 
standards, curriculum, 
assessment, and 
instruction 

 
Leadership Standards 3: 
Uses systems to ensure 
effective 
implementation of 
curriculum, assessment, 
instruction, and 
professional learning 
practices 

 
 
Professional Learning 
Standard 4: 
Uses multiple 
professional learning 
designs to support the 
various learning needs 
of the staff 

Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/may15/vol72/num08/%C2%A3Best-Practice%C2%A3%E2%80%94The-Enemy-of-Better-Teaching.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/may15/vol72/num08/%C2%A3Best-Practice%C2%A3%E2%80%94The-Enemy-of-Better-Teaching.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/may15/vol72/num08/%C2%A3Best-Practice%C2%A3%E2%80%94The-Enemy-of-Better-Teaching.aspx
http://learningforward.org/docs/default-source/learning-system/ls-sum13-creating-norms-tool.pdf
http://learningforward.org/docs/default-source/learning-system/ls-sum13-creating-norms-tool.pdf
http://phys.org/news/2015-07-collaboration-colleagues-success-teachers-students.html
http://phys.org/news/2015-07-collaboration-colleagues-success-teachers-students.html
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/hs-math-teacher-collaboration-modeling-sbac
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/hs-math-teacher-collaboration-modeling-sbac
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/compsystembrief.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/compsystembrief.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/compsystembrief.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/compsystembrief.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/compsystembrief.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/compsystembrief.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Expectations.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Expectations.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Meeting%20Minutes%20TEMPLATE.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Meeting%20Minutes%20TEMPLATE.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Meeting%20Minutes%20TEMPLATE.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Guiding Questions: 
• Why is collaborative planning essential 

to increasing student learning? 
• What are the common characteristics 

of CPMs, and how are they employed 
at your school? 

• What are ways that collaborative 
teaching can improve student 
learning? 

• How do norms enhance the work of 
CPMs? 

• How is the agenda for each CPM 
developed? 

• Who should lead the CPM? 
• How can the four critical questions be 

used to improve instruction at your 
school? 

1. What do we want students to 
learn? 

2. How will we know if they have 
learned it? 

3. What do we do if they do not 
learn it? 

4. What do we do if they do learn it? 
• How are formative and summative 

assessments significant in determining 
the goals of collaborative teaching and 
student learning? 

• What roles do teachers and the 
principal play in sustaining effective 
CPMs? 

• How often, and for what purposes, will 
collaborative planning teams meet with 
administration? 

• GaDOE Collaborative 
Planning Overview – 
A Rubric for Effective 
Practice 

• GaDOE Co-Teaching 
in the Classroom: 
Teacher Tasks 
Exemplar 

• GaDOE Co-Teaching 
and LRE Resources 

 
• GaDOE Co-Teaching 

Modules 
 
• GaDOE Principal-to- 

Principal Webinar #3: 
PLC’s and 
Researched-based 
Instructional Practices 

 
• GA FIP PL Module 

FP1003: Collecting 
and Documenting 
Evidence of Student 
Learning (must login to FIP 
PL and enroll in this course, 
Facilitators Materials available 
in FIP Learning Resources link, 
Module 3) 

• GA FIP PL Module 
FP1031: Advancing 
Formative Instructional 
Practices through 
PLCs (must login to FIP PL 
and enroll in this course) 

• Indicators in Action: 
• Team Agenda 
• Team Minutes 

(Indistar) 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Overview.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Overview.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Overview.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Overview.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Co-teaching%20in%20the%20Classroom.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Co-teaching%20in%20the%20Classroom.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Co-teaching%20in%20the%20Classroom.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Co-teaching%20in%20the%20Classroom.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Least-Restrictive-Environment-.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Least-Restrictive-Environment-.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Least-Restrictive-Environment-.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Least-Restrictive-Environment-.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Professional-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Professional-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Professional-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Professional-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Professional-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

 • Instructional Planning 
Workbook: Building 
Strong Teams 
(Indistar) 

• Professional Learning 
Communities Toolkit 
(Teaching Matters) 

• Professional Learning 
Communities Guide 
2015-16 (Tucson Unified 
School District) 

 
• Team Planning and 

Reporting Resources 
(New Jersey 
Department of 
Education) 

 
• Team Structure Video 

Series 
(Indistar) 

 
• The Quest for Mastery 

(ASCD) 
 
• What Works Best in 

Education: The Politics 
of Collaborative 
Expertise 
(Pearson) 

 
• What Is A Professional 

Learning Community 
(ASCD) 

Related Books: 
• Getting Started: 

Reculturing Schools to 
Become Professional 
Learning Communities 
by Robert Eaker, Richard 
DuFour & Rebecca 
DuFour 

 

http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.teachingmatters.org/toolkit2?term_node_tid_depth_1=64&term_node_tid_depth=All&keys
http://www.teachingmatters.org/toolkit2?term_node_tid_depth_1=64&term_node_tid_depth=All&keys
http://www.tusd1.org/contents/depart/pd/Documents/PLCGuide.pdf
http://www.tusd1.org/contents/depart/pd/Documents/PLCGuide.pdf
http://www.tusd1.org/contents/depart/pd/Documents/PLCGuide.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=1
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=1
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=1
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/oct14/vol72/num02/The-Quest-for-Mastery.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/oct14/vol72/num02/The-Quest-for-Mastery.aspx
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/corporate/global/pearson-dot-com/files/hattie/150526_ExpertiseWEB_V1.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/corporate/global/pearson-dot-com/files/hattie/150526_ExpertiseWEB_V1.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/corporate/global/pearson-dot-com/files/hattie/150526_ExpertiseWEB_V1.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/corporate/global/pearson-dot-com/files/hattie/150526_ExpertiseWEB_V1.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/may04/vol61/num08/What-Is-a-Professional-Learning-Community%C2%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/may04/vol61/num08/What-Is-a-Professional-Learning-Community%C2%A2.aspx
http://www.solution-tree.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=getting%2Bstarted
http://www.solution-tree.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=getting%2Bstarted
http://www.solution-tree.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=getting%2Bstarted
http://www.solution-tree.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=getting%2Bstarted
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

  
• Professional Learning 

Communities at Work 
by Richard DuFour 

 

Determine Purpose and Set Goals 

Effective Collaborative Planning Meetings 
[CPMs] will establish a clear purpose and 
goal(s) for each meeting. The purpose 
should include some aspect of reflecting 
on teacher practices, examining/refining 
curriculum documents, discussing student 
work, or analyzing student data. The 
established goal(s) will determine 
implementation expectations and next 
steps. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How is data analyzed to set the goals 

for each CPM? 
• Which data sources are used to 

determine the focus of each CPM? 

• A Case for 
Collaboration Days 
(Huff Post Education) 

• All Things PLC Tools 
and Resources 

 
• GaDOE Establishing 

Collaborative 
Planning Purpose 
Rubric 

 
• Critical Issues for Team 

Consideration Rubric 
(All Things PLC) 

 
• Professional Learning 

Communities 
(Learning Forward) 

 
• PLC Products, Tasks 

and Time Lines 
Checklist 
(Solution Tree Press) 

 
• Team SMART Goal- 

Setting Plan Template 
(All Things PLC) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 1: 
Uses a systematic, 
collaborative planning 
process so that 
teachers share an 
understanding of 
expectations for 
standards, curriculum, 
assessment, and 
instruction 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 4: 
Uses multiple 
professional learning 
designs to support the 
various learning needs 
of the staff 

Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

Select a Protocol Aligned 
to Purpose 

Effective Collaborative Planning Meetings 
[CPMs] should follow a set of parameters 
and guidelines [protocols] to help keep 
the discussions focused and productive. 
Protocols are vehicles for building the skills 
and culture necessary for collaborative 
work. Thus, using protocols often allows 
groups to build trust. Protocol selection will 

• Critical Friends 
Protocol 
(SRI) 

 
• Common Formative 

Assessment Data 
Team Meeting 
Protocol 
(Solution Tree Press) 

 
• Data Analysis Protocol 

(Solution Tree Press) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 1: 
Uses a systematic, 
collaborative planning 
process so that 
teachers share an 
understanding of 
expectations for 
standards, curriculum, 

http://www.solution-tree.com/professional-learning-communities-at-work-trade/professional-learning-communities-at-worktm.html
http://www.solution-tree.com/professional-learning-communities-at-work-trade/professional-learning-communities-at-worktm.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/heather-wolpertgawron/the-case-for-collaboratio_b_7960390.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/heather-wolpertgawron/the-case-for-collaboratio_b_7960390.html
http://www.allthingsplc.info/
http://www.allthingsplc.info/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Establishing%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Purpose.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Establishing%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Purpose.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Establishing%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Purpose.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Establishing%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Purpose.pdf
http://www.allthingsplc.info/files/uploads/CriticalIssuesForTeamConsideration.pdf
http://www.allthingsplc.info/files/uploads/CriticalIssuesForTeamConsideration.pdf
http://learningforward.org/standards/learning-communities#.VZWD1PlVhBc
http://learningforward.org/standards/learning-communities#.VZWD1PlVhBc
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_HLPLCSI/plcproductstasksandtimelines.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_HLPLCSI/plcproductstasksandtimelines.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_HLPLCSI/plcproductstasksandtimelines.pdf
http://www.allthingsplc.info/files/uploads/TeamSMARTgoal-settingplan.pdf
http://www.allthingsplc.info/files/uploads/TeamSMARTgoal-settingplan.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Critical%20Friend%20Conversation%20Protocol%2C%20SRI.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Critical%20Friend%20Conversation%20Protocol%2C%20SRI.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_CFA/datateammeetingtemplate.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_CFA/datateammeetingtemplate.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_CFA/datateammeetingtemplate.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_CFA/datateammeetingtemplate.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_HLPLCSI/sampledataanalysisprotocol.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

vary based on the purpose and goal(s) of 
the CPMs. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What is the specific purpose of the 

CPM? 
• How do collaborative teams maintain a 

focus on the purpose of the meeting? 
• How do protocols enhance the work of 

CPMs? 

• Developing An 
Assessment Protocol 
(Solution Tree Press) 

• GaDOE Co-Teaching 
Modules 

 
• NSRF Protocols and 

Activities 
 
• Peeling the Onion: 

Defining a Dilemma 
Protocol 
(SRI) 

 
• Results Meeting 

Protocol 
(EngageNY) 

 
• Protocols 

(SRI) 
 
• Three Levels of Text 

Protocol 
(SRI) 

assessment, and 
instruction 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

Monitor & Provide Feedback for 
Collaborative Planning Team 
Improvement 

Effective leaders of learning consistently 
schedule time to participate in Effective 
Collaborative Planning Meetings [CPMs] 
to provide credible, constructive 
feedback. 

 
Providing coaching comments, positive 
reinforcement and implementing 
reflective practitioner practices supports 
the growth of individual participants and 
positively influences the group’s work. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

• 10 Coaching 
Questions That Work In 
Any Conversation 
(Keith Rosen) 

• All Things PLC Tools 
and Resources 
* Team Feedback Sheet 

 
• Critical Issues for Team 

Consideration 
Checklist 
(Learning by Doing) 

 
• Feedback Provided 

During Protocols 
(SRI) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 1: 
Uses a systematic, 
collaborative planning 
process so that 
teachers share an 
understanding of 
expectations for 
standards, curriculum, 
assessment, and 
instruction 

 
Leadership Standard 2: 
Initiates and manages 
change to improve 

https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_CFA/sampleprotocolfordevelopinganassessment.pdf
https://soltreemrls3.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/solution-tree.com/media/pdfs/Reproducibles_CFA/sampleprotocolfordevelopinganassessment.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Least-Restrictive-Environment-.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Least-Restrictive-Environment-.aspx
http://www.nsrfharmony.org/free-resources/protocols/a-z
http://www.nsrfharmony.org/free-resources/protocols/a-z
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Peeling%20the%20Onion-Defining%20a%20Dilemma%20Protocol%2C%20SRI.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Peeling%20the%20Onion-Defining%20a%20Dilemma%20Protocol%2C%20SRI.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Peeling%20the%20Onion-Defining%20a%20Dilemma%20Protocol%2C%20SRI.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/node/431/file/101
https://www.engageny.org/node/431/file/101
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/protocols/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Three%20Levels%20of%20Text%20Protocol%2C%20SRI.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Three%20Levels%20of%20Text%20Protocol%2C%20SRI.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://keithrosen.com/2011/11/10-coaching-questions-that-work-in-any-conversation/
http://keithrosen.com/2011/11/10-coaching-questions-that-work-in-any-conversation/
http://keithrosen.com/2011/11/10-coaching-questions-that-work-in-any-conversation/
http://www.allthingsplc.info/tools-resources
http://www.allthingsplc.info/tools-resources
http://www.allthingsplc.info/files/uploads/TeamFeedbackSheet.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/ctn/Tools/Critical%20Issues%20for%20Team%20Consideration.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/ctn/Tools/Critical%20Issues%20for%20Team%20Consideration.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/ctn/Tools/Critical%20Issues%20for%20Team%20Consideration.pdf
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/Documents%20to%20Support%20the%20use%20of%20Protocols/warm_cool_hard.pdf
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/Documents%20to%20Support%20the%20use%20of%20Protocols/warm_cool_hard.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

• How often will collaborative planning 
teams meet with administration or 
instructional coaches to receive 
feedback? 

• What are the expectations for 
participation/ observation of 
collaborative planning meetings for 
administrators and/or instructional 
coaches? 

• Will feedback be provided to the 
collaborative team leaders or to the 
entire team? What is the expected 
“chain of command” structure? 

• Why is it important for administrators to 
attend CPMs? 

• What makes feedback constructive? 
• Is feedback frequent and aligned to 

goals/focus? 
• How is the impact of collaboration on 

staff practices monitored? 

• GaDOE Collaborative 
Planning Self- 
Assessment 

 
• GaDOE Questions for 

Monitoring CPMs 
 
• GA FIP PL Module 

FP0007: Coaching 
Formative Instructional 
Practices for Student 
Success (must login to FIP 
PL and enroll in this course; 
Facilitators Materials available 
in FIP Learning Resources link, 
Module 7 ) 

 
• Giving Teachers the 

Feedback and 
Support They Deserve 
(Education First) 

 
• Instructional Practice 

Coaching Guide 
(Achieve the Core) 

 
• Survey on Team Norms 

(All Things PLC) 
 
• What Is A Coaching 

Conversation 
(Opening the Door to 
Coaching Conversations 
Ch.1) 

 
Related Books: 
• Peer Coaching to 

Enrich Professional 
Practice, School 
Culture, and Student 
Learning 
by Pam Robbins 
- Peer Coaching 
Study Guide 

staff performance and 
student learning 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 2: 
Establishes a culture of 
collaboration among 
administrators and staff 
to enhance individual 
and collective 
performance 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 6: 
Monitors and evaluates 
the impact of 
professional learning on 
staff practices and 
student learning 

Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Self-Assessment.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Self-Assessment.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Collaborative%20Planning%20Self-Assessment.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Questions%20for%20Monitoring%20CPMs.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Questions%20for%20Monitoring%20CPMs.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://achievethecore.org/page/969/instructional-practice-guide-list-pg
http://achievethecore.org/page/969/instructional-practice-guide-list-pg
http://achievethecore.org/page/969/instructional-practice-guide-list-pg
http://www.allthingsplc.info/tools-resources/page%2C3/filtered%2C0/categories%2C/type
https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/49891_Gross_Cheliotes___ch1.pdf
https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/49891_Gross_Cheliotes___ch1.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/115014/chapters/An-ASCD-Study-Guide-for-Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice%2C-School-Culture%2C-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/115014/chapters/An-ASCD-Study-Guide-for-Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice%2C-School-Culture%2C-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

 • Coaching 
Conversations; 
Transforming Your 
School One 
Conversation at a 
Time by Linda Gross 
Cheliotes & Marceta 
Fleming Reilly 

 

Identify What Students Should Know and Do 

Use Approved 
Georgia Standards 

Grade Level and Content Standards 
All instructional documents and materials 
are required to utilize the grade level or 
content area standards approved by the 
Georgia Department of Education. The 
approved standards provide clear 
expectations for instruction, assessment, 
and student work. They define the level of 
work that demonstrates mastery of the 
standards. 

 
Content Area Literacy Standards 
Literacy instruction is the responsibility of all 
educators -- regardless of the content. 
Learning in any subject area requires the 
use of language; therefore, reading and 
writing are used as tools for learning that 
subject area. 

 
The Three Big Shifts in Literacy for Social 
Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects: 
• Building knowledge through reading 

content-rich nonfiction 
• Reading, writing, and speaking 

grounded in evidence from text 
• Regular practice with complex text and 

its academic vocabulary 
 
The Three Big Shifts in Mathematics: 

• GeorgiaStandards.org 
 
• GaDOE 4th Grade SS 

Teacher’s Notes 
 
• GaDOE 5th Grade SS 

Teacher’s Notes 
 
• GaDOE United States 

History teacher’s 
Notes 

 
• GaDOE Economics 

Teacher’s Notes 
 

• ELL Standards 
(WIDA) 

 
• GaDOE AP 

Information for 
Schools 

 
• GaDOE Career 

Clusters/Pathways 
 
• GaDOE Curriculum & 

Instruction 
 
• GaDOE ELA Ga. 

Standards of 
Excellence (GSE) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 3: 
Uses a process to 
review curriculum 
documents to ensure 
alignment to the intent 
and rigor of the 
standards and revise as 
needed 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

https://books.google.com/books/about/Coaching_Conversations.html?id=ObXrpG8CYfcC&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books/about/Coaching_Conversations.html?id=ObXrpG8CYfcC&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books/about/Coaching_Conversations.html?id=ObXrpG8CYfcC&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books/about/Coaching_Conversations.html?id=ObXrpG8CYfcC&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books/about/Coaching_Conversations.html?id=ObXrpG8CYfcC&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books/about/Coaching_Conversations.html?id=ObXrpG8CYfcC&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&hl=en%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://www.georgiastandards.org/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Documents/Teacher-Notes-social-studies-4th-Grade.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Documents/Teacher-Notes-social-studies-4th-Grade.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Documents/Teacher-Notes-social-studies-5th-Grade.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Documents/Teacher-Notes-social-studies-5th-Grade.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/GSO%20Frameworks/United-States-History-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/GSO%20Frameworks/United-States-History-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/GSO%20Frameworks/United-States-History-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/GSO%20Frameworks/Economics-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/GSO%20Frameworks/Economics-Teacher-Notes.pdf
https://www.wida.us/
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/AP-Information-for-School-Personnel.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/AP-Information-for-School-Personnel.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/AP-Information-for-School-Personnel.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Career-Cluster-homepage.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Career-Cluster-homepage.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

• Greater focus on fewer topics 
• Coherence: Linking topics and thinking 

across grades 
• Rigor: Pursue conceptual 

understanding, procedural skills and 
fluency, and application with equal 
intensity 

 
 
Guiding Questions: 

• What standards and lesson objectives 
will be taught? 

• What process is used to determine the 
students have mastered the standards 
and skills? 

• What should students know and be 
able to do? 

• What is the enduring understanding? 
• What knowledge and skills should 

students master? 

• Georgia’s K-12 
Mathematics 
Standards 

• GaDOE Science Ga. 
Standards of 
Excellence (GSE) 

 
• GaDOE Social Studies 

Ga. Standards of 
Excellence (GSE) 

• GaDOE ESOL 
 
• Georgia K-5 

Mathematics Support 
Wiki Space 

 
• Implanting Standards 

of Mathematical 
Practice Teacher 
Planning Rubric 
(Institute for Advanced 
Study) 

 
• Georgia Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, 
Science, and 
Technical Subjects 
Standards 
• 6-8th Grade Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, 
Science, and 
Technical Subjects 
CCGPS 

• 9-10th Grade Literacy 
in History/Social 
Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects 
CCGPS 

• 11-12th Grade Literacy 
in History/Social 
Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects  

 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/GA-K12-Math-Standards.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/GA-K12-Math-Standards.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/GA-K12-Math-Standards.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/GA-K12-Math-Standards.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Science.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Science.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Science.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/English-to-Speakers-of-Other-Languages-(ESOL)-and-Title-III.aspx
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/Wondering%2Babout%2Bmath%2Bresources%3F%2BThink%2Babout%2Bthese%2Bthings
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/Wondering%2Babout%2Bmath%2Bresources%3F%2BThink%2Babout%2Bthese%2Bthings
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/Wondering%2Babout%2Bmath%2Bresources%3F%2BThink%2Babout%2Bthese%2Bthings
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide--teacher-planning-for-math-practice-implementation.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide--teacher-planning-for-math-practice-implementation.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide--teacher-planning-for-math-practice-implementation.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide--teacher-planning-for-math-practice-implementation.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_6-8_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Guidance.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_6-8_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Guidance.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_6-8_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Guidance.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_6-8_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Guidance.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_6-8_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Guidance.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_9-10_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_9-10_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_9-10_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_9-10_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_9-10_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_11-12_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_11-12_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_11-12_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/CCGPS_11-12_SS-Science-Tech-Literacy_Standards.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Plan with the End in Mind 

Before creating instructional documents, 
teachers and leaders should deconstruct 
the appropriate approved standards to 
assure all teacher are aware of, and 
agree upon, the intent and rigor of each 
standard. 

 
The process for backwards design 
includes: 

• Identify the appropriate Georgia 
content standards 

• Deconstruct the content standards 
• Identify and clarify learning targets for 

teachers and students based on the 
required skills and concepts 

• Use learning targets to guide the 
creation of assessments and 
assignments 

• Identify appropriate resources 
• Determine acceptable evidence and 

criteria for mastery 

Guiding Questions: 
• What process is used to deconstruct 

the approved standards? 
• How does “beginning with the end in 

mind” guide collaborative planning? 

• GaDOE 
Deconstructing the 
Georgia Standards of 
Excellence 5-Step 
Protocol  Word 
template 
* ELA 9-10 Exemplar 
* ELA Gr 6 Exemplar 
* Math Gr 6 Exemplar 

 
• Georgia Milestones 

Achievement Level 
Descriptors 

 
• How To Teach Math, 

Georgia K-5 Resources 
 

• Instructional Planning 
Workbook 
(Indistar) 

 
• Instruction: 

Preparation Video 
Series 
(Indistar) 

 
• Mathematics 

Curriculum Review 
Rubric 
(GaDOE Wiki) 

 
• Resources Toolkit for 

New Teachers 
(Edutopia) 
 

• UbD in a Nutshell 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Instruction Standard 3: 
Establishes and 
communicates clear 
learning targets and 
success criteria aligned 
to curriculum standards 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Deconstructing%20the%20GSE%205-Step%20Protocol%20Template.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Deconstructing%20the%20GSE%205-Step%20Protocol%20Template.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Deconstructing%20the%20GSE%205-Step%20Protocol%20Template.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Deconstructing%20the%20GSE%205-Step%20Protocol%20Template.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Deconstructing%20the%20GSE%205-Step%20Protocol%20Template.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Deconstructing%20the%20GSE%205-Step%20Protocol.ELA%20Example.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Deconstructing%20GSE%205-Step%20Protocol%20-%20ELA%20Gr%206%20Exemplar.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Deconstructing%20the%20GSE%205-Step%20Protocol%20-%20Grade%206%20Mathematics%20Exemplar.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/How%2Bto%2Bteach%2Bmath
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/How%2Bto%2Bteach%2Bmath
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/Wondering%2Babout%2Bmath%2Bresources%3F%2BThink%2Babout%2Bthese%2Bthings.
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/Wondering%2Babout%2Bmath%2Bresources%3F%2BThink%2Babout%2Bthese%2Bthings.
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/Wondering%2Babout%2Bmath%2Bresources%3F%2BThink%2Babout%2Bthese%2Bthings.
http://www.edutopia.org/article/new-teacher-resources-toolkit
http://www.edutopia.org/article/new-teacher-resources-toolkit
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/UbD-in-a-Nutshell.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Write Course/Grade Syllabus 

The syllabus is a "contract between 
teachers and their students, designed to 
answer students' questions about a 
course, as well as inform them about what 
will happen should they fail to meet 
course expectations. 

 
The syllabus ensures a fair and impartial 
understanding between the teacher and 
students such that there is minimal 
confusion on policies relating to the 
course, setting clear expectations of 
material to be learned, behavior in the 
classroom, and the effort expected on the 
student's behalf. The syllabus provides a 
roadmap of the course. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

• What purposes are served by 
developing course or grade-level 
syllabi? 

• How do syllabi enhance 
communication with students and 
parents? 

• Why should syllabi be reviewed and 
revised prior to the beginning of each 
course or grade? 

• Syllabus Example 
(University of Hawaii) 

 
• Writing a Syllabus 

(Cornell University) 
 
• Parents’ Guide to 

Student Success 
(National PTA) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

Create Learning Targets 

Learning targets frame a lesson from the 
student’s point of view. A learning target 
helps students grasp the lesson's purpose-- 
why it is crucial to learn this chunk of 
information, on this day, and in this way. 
Learning targets written in a student 
friendly way are often posted beginning 
with the words "I CAN..." 

• Clear Learning 
Goals Set Student 
Up For Success 
(Marzano Center) 

 
• Sample Learning 

Targets  for All 
Grades 
(Nassau BOCES) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 3: 
Establishes and 
communicates clear 
learning targets and 
success criteria aligned 
to curriculum standards 

http://www.honolulu.hawaii.edu/facdev/guidebk/teachtip/syllab-4.htm
http://www.cte.cornell.edu/teaching-ideas/designing-your-course/writing-a-syllabus.html
http://www.cte.cornell.edu/teaching-ideas/designing-your-course/writing-a-syllabus.html
http://www.pta.org/files/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards%20Resources/2013%20Guide%20Bundle_082213.pdf
http://www.pta.org/files/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards%20Resources/2013%20Guide%20Bundle_082213.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://www.marzanocenter.com/blog/article/clear-learning-goals-set-students-up-for-success-part-1/
http://www.marzanocenter.com/blog/article/clear-learning-goals-set-students-up-for-success-part-1/
http://www.marzanocenter.com/blog/article/clear-learning-goals-set-students-up-for-success-part-1/
http://www.nassauboces.org/page/1940
http://www.nassauboces.org/page/1940
http://www.nassauboces.org/page/1940
http://www.nassauboces.org/page/1940
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Learning targets should clearly state what 
you expect students to know, understand 
and/or be able to do at the end of the 
lesson. This is called the “Learning 
Intention”. Learning targets are written 
using observable, measurable actions and 
should align with the content standards 
identified. This component is called the 
“Success Criteria”. 

 
Types of Learning Targets: 

1. Content Knowledge 
2. Strategy Development 
3. Thinking/Reasoning Development 
4. Procedural 
5. Investigative or Inquiry 
6. Reflective 
7. Skills 
8. Product 

 
 
 
Guiding Questions: 
• As a result of today’s lesson, what 

should students know and be able to 
do? 

• Why is it important that students 
achieve this new learning – what will 
they be able to do as a result of this 
new learning? 

• How is the learning target meaningful 
and relevant beyond the specific 
task/activity? Does it relate to the 
content standards? 

• Is the task or activity aligned with the 
learning target? 

• Creating & Using 
Learning Targets & 
Performance Scales 
(Learning Sciences) 

 
• GaDOE Setting 

Learning Targets 
(Video and PPT) 

 
• GA FIP PL Modules: 

Creating Clear 
Learning Targets 
Series (Overview Module 
FP1002 and content specific 
modules; Facilitators 
Materials available in FIP 
Learning Resources link, 
Module 2 ) 
* GaDOE FIP webpage 

 
• Guide for Effective 

Learning Targets 
(Fairfield-Suisun Unified 
School District) 

 
• Know Your Learning 

Targets 
(ASCD) 

 
• Learning Target 

Rubric 
(Expeditionary 
Learning) 

 
• Sharing Learning 

Targets and Criteria 
for Success 
(ASCD) 

 
• The Do’s and Don’ts 

of Learning Targets 
(iWalkthrough) 

 
Related Books: 
• Learning Targets: 

Helping Students 

Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.learningsciences.com/files/samplechapters/Marzano_CreatingUsing_SampleChapter.pdf
http://www.learningsciences.com/files/samplechapters/Marzano_CreatingUsing_SampleChapter.pdf
http://www.learningsciences.com/files/samplechapters/Marzano_CreatingUsing_SampleChapter.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Learning-Targets-Videos.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Learning-Targets-Videos.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/FIP/Georgia%20FIP%20In%20Action%20CLT.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/FIP/Georgia%20FIP%20In%20Action%20CLT.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/FIP/Georgia%20FIP%20In%20Action%20CLT.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/FIP/Georgia%20FIP%20In%20Action%20CLT.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.fsusd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=11314&dataid=9867&FileName=Guide%20for%20Effective%20Learning%20Targets.docx
http://www.fsusd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=11314&dataid=9867&FileName=Guide%20for%20Effective%20Learning%20Targets.docx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar11/vol68/num06/Knowing-Your-Learning-Target.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar11/vol68/num06/Knowing-Your-Learning-Target.aspx
http://elschools.org/sites/default/files/Learning%20target%20rubric_EL_110812_1.pdf
http://elschools.org/sites/default/files/Learning%20target%20rubric_EL_110812_1.pdf
http://elschools.org/sites/default/files/Learning%20target%20rubric_EL_110812_1.pdf
http://elschools.org/sites/default/files/Learning%20target%20rubric_EL_110812_1.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109031/chapters/Leveling-the-Playing-Field%40-Sharing-Learning-Targets-and-Criteria-for-Success.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109031/chapters/Leveling-the-Playing-Field%40-Sharing-Learning-Targets-and-Criteria-for-Success.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109031/chapters/Leveling-the-Playing-Field%40-Sharing-Learning-Targets-and-Criteria-for-Success.aspx
http://www.iwalkthrough.org/learning-targets/
http://www.iwalkthrough.org/learning-targets/
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/books/learning-targets-sample-chapters.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/books/learning-targets-sample-chapters.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

 Aim for 
Understanding In 
Today’s Lesson 
by Connie Moss 
& Susan Brookhart 

 
• Visible Learning for 

Teachers: 
Maximizing Impact 
on Learning 
by John Hattie 

 

Identify Key Vocabulary 

The Literacy Standards for all content 
areas stress the need to provide direct 
and explicit instruction for academic 
vocabulary. In order to provide explicit 
instruction, teacher teams must identify 
the key vocabulary within the standards 
and instructional units that will lead to 
increased comprehension. 

Isabel Beck categorizes vocabulary into 
three tiers: 

 
• Tier 1 Words: Consists of basic 

vocabulary, or the more common 
words most children will know. They 
include high-frequency words and 
usually are not multiple meaning words. 

• Tier 2 Words: Less familiar, yet useful 
vocabulary found in written text and 
shared between the teacher and 
student in conversation. The words are 
sometimes referred to as “general 
academic words”. Sometimes they are 
referred to as “rich vocabulary”. These 
words are more precise or subtle forms 
of familiar words and include multiple 
meaning words. Tier 2 words are found 
across a variety of domains. 

• Choosing Words to 
Teach 
(Bringing Words to Life) 

 
• GaDOE ELA 

Standards Glossary 
 
• GaDOE K-12 

Mathematics Glossary 
 
• Professional Learning 

Modules: 
• Teaching Technical 

Vocabulary 
• Understanding 

Vocabulary 
Instruction 

• Academic 
Language 
(Comprehensive 
Reading Solutions) 

 
• Graphic Organizers for 

Vocabulary 
(WVDOE) 

 
• Introducing New Word 

(ESU6 Wiki Space) 
 
• Marzano’s 6 Step 

Process for 
Vocabulary Instruction 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/books/learning-targets-sample-chapters.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/books/learning-targets-sample-chapters.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/books/learning-targets-sample-chapters.pdf
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415690157
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415690157
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415690157
https://www.routledge.com/products/9780415690157
https://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/system/assets/uploads/files/76/which_words_to_teach.pdf
https://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/system/assets/uploads/files/76/which_words_to_teach.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/ELA-Standards-K-12-with-Glossary.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/ELA-Standards-K-12-with-Glossary.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Mathematics-Glossary-K-12.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Mathematics-Glossary-K-12.pdf
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/teaching-technical-vocabulary/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/teaching-technical-vocabulary/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/understanding-vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/understanding-vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/understanding-vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/academic-language/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/academic-language/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/academic-language/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/academic-language/
https://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/VocabularyGraphicOrganizers.html
https://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/VocabularyGraphicOrganizers.html
http://esu6vocabulary.wikispaces.com/Introducing%2BNew%2BWords
http://www.altonschools.org/media/pdf/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://www.altonschools.org/media/pdf/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://www.altonschools.org/media/pdf/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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• Tier 3 Words: Are critical to 
understanding the concepts of the 
content taught in schools. Generally, 
they have low frequency use and are 
limited to specific knowledge domains. 
They are best learned when teaching 
specific content lessons, and tend to be 
more common in informational text. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What key content-specific vocabulary 

should be taught and how? 
• Why focus on vocabulary instruction? 
• What is academic vocabulary and why 

is it important? 
• What does effective vocabulary 

instruction look like? 
• How are reading comprehension and 

vocabulary linked? 

• Vocabulary 
Instruction: Videos 
and Resources 
(ACPS PL) 

 
Related Books: 
• Active Literacy Across 

the Curriculum: 
Strategies for Reading, 
Writing, Speaking, and 
Listening 
by Heidi Hayes Jacobs 

 
• Bringing Words to Life, 

Second Edition: 
Robust Vocabulary 
Instruction 
by Isabel Beck 

 

Determine How Students Will Show They Know and Can Do 

Develop Common 
Summative Assessments 

A summative assessment is an evaluation 
tool generally used at the end of an 
assignment, unit, project, or at the end of 
the course. Evaluative criteria should be 
incorporated to assess student learning. In 
an educational setting, summative 
assessments tend to be more formal kinds 
of assessments (e.g., unit tests, final exams, 
projects, reports, and state assessments) 
and are typically used to assign students a 
course grade or to certify student mastery 
of intended learning outcomes for the 
Georgia Standards of Excellence. 

Guiding Questions: 
• What are the evaluative criteria (or 

rubric) and how do they measure 
student proficiency for your objectives? 

• Assessment Design 
Tool Kit 
(The Center on 
Standards & Assessment 
Implementation) 

 
• Assessment Training 

Institute 
 
• Classroom 

Assessments Video 
Series 
(Indistar) 

 
• GaDOE GOFAR 

 
• GA FIP PL Modules: 

Designing Sound 
Assessments 9-Lesson 
Series (Facilitators Materials 
available in FIP Learning 
Resources link) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Assessment Standard 1: 
Aligns assessments with 
the required curriculum 
standards 

 
Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 
assessments aligned 
with the required 
standards to monitor 
student progress, inform 

http://www.acpsk12.org/pl/acps-classrooms-in-focus/vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.acpsk12.org/pl/acps-classrooms-in-focus/vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.acpsk12.org/pl/acps-classrooms-in-focus/vocabulary-instruction/
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9BEACF42-F710-45AB-9F16-4DEEC7BF8D8E/0/70231ActiveLiteracy.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9BEACF42-F710-45AB-9F16-4DEEC7BF8D8E/0/70231ActiveLiteracy.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9BEACF42-F710-45AB-9F16-4DEEC7BF8D8E/0/70231ActiveLiteracy.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9BEACF42-F710-45AB-9F16-4DEEC7BF8D8E/0/70231ActiveLiteracy.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9BEACF42-F710-45AB-9F16-4DEEC7BF8D8E/0/70231ActiveLiteracy.pdf
http://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167
http://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167
http://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167
http://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167
http://csai-online.org/spotlight/assessment-design-toolkit
http://csai-online.org/spotlight/assessment-design-toolkit
http://csai-online.org/spotlight/assessment-design-toolkit
http://csai-online.org/spotlight/assessment-design-toolkit
http://csai-online.org/spotlight/assessment-design-toolkit
http://ati.pearson.com/
http://ati.pearson.com/
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=5
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=5
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=5
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/FIP/Designing%20Sound%20Assessments.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/FIP/Designing%20Sound%20Assessments.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/FIP/Designing%20Sound%20Assessments.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/FIP/Designing%20Sound%20Assessments.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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• Are the assessments aligned with 
approved standards and learning 
targets? 

1. GaDOE FIP webpage 
 
• Georgia Milestones 

Assessment System 
 
• GaDOE 

Understanding and 
Using Constructed 
Response Items 

instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

 
• Instruction: 

Preparation Video 
Series 
(Indistar) 

 

 
• Partnership for 

Assessment of 
Readiness for College 
and Careers 

 

 (PARCC)   
 

• Smarter Balanced 
Assessment 
Consortium 

 

Create Common 
Formative Assessments 

A formative assessment is an evaluation 
tool used to guide and monitor the 
progress of student learning during 
instruction. Formative assessments should 
align to the rigor of the Georgia Standards 
of Excellence and the corresponding 
summative assessment. Its purpose is to 
provide continuous feedback to both the 
student and the teacher concerning 
learning successes and failures. 

• 12 Awesome 
Formative Assessments 
(Global Digital Citizen 
Foundation) 

 
• 25 Quick Formative 

Assessments 
(Scholastic) 

 
• 56 Different Examples 

of Formative 
Assessment PPT. 
(New Visions for Public 
Schools) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Assessment Standard 1: 
Aligns assessments with 
the required curriculum 
standards 

Formative assessments diagnose skill and 
knowledge gaps, measure progress, and 
evaluate instruction. Teachers use 
formative assessments to determine what 

• 60 Formative 
Assessments 
Complied by K Lambert 

Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 
assessments aligned 
with the required 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://globaldigitalcitizen.org/12-awesome-formative-assessment-examples
http://globaldigitalcitizen.org/12-awesome-formative-assessment-examples
http://globaldigitalcitizen.org/12-awesome-formative-assessment-examples
http://globaldigitalcitizen.org/12-awesome-formative-assessment-examples
http://store.scholastic.com/content/stores/media/products/samples/21/9780545087421.pdf
http://store.scholastic.com/content/stores/media/products/samples/21/9780545087421.pdf
http://store.scholastic.com/content/stores/media/products/samples/21/9780545087421.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nzhdnyMQmio5lNT75ITB45rHyLISHEEHZlHTWJRqLmQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nzhdnyMQmio5lNT75ITB45rHyLISHEEHZlHTWJRqLmQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nzhdnyMQmio5lNT75ITB45rHyLISHEEHZlHTWJRqLmQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nzhdnyMQmio5lNT75ITB45rHyLISHEEHZlHTWJRqLmQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nzhdnyMQmio5lNT75ITB45rHyLISHEEHZlHTWJRqLmQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.p
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.levy.k12.fl.us/instruction/Instructional_Tools/60FormativeAssessment.pdf
http://www.levy.k12.fl.us/instruction/Instructional_Tools/60FormativeAssessment.pdf
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concepts require more teaching and 
what teaching techniques require 
modification. 

 
Educators use results of these assessments 
to improve student performance. 
Formative assessments would not 
necessarily be used for grading purposes. 
Examples include (but are not limited to): 
pre/posttests, portfolios, benchmark 
assessments, quizzes, teacher 
observations, teacher/student 
conferencing, teacher commentary and 
feedback. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How will students demonstrate their 
understanding? 

• Why should there be more than one 
form of assessment for students? 

• In what ways will student learning be 
monitored during the lesson and how 
will this guide your instruction? 

• How will feedback support students 
meeting the goals of the lesson? 

• Georgia FIP: Keys to 
Student Success 

 
• GaDOE Georgia 

Online Formative 
Assessment Resources 
(GOFAR) 

• GaDOE Mathematics 
Formative Assessment 
Lesson Webinar video 

 
• GaDOE Mathematics 

Formative Assessment 
Lessons Videos 

 
• Georgia’s K-12 

Mathematics 
Standards 
Mathematics – 
Formative assessment 
lessons embedded 
within K-12 unit 
frameworks 

 
• GaDOE Student 

Learning Objectives 
(SLO’s) Resources and 
Tools 

• Illustrative 
Mathematics 

 
• Implementation 

Rubric: Data-Driven 
Instruction & 
Assessment 
(TNTP) 

 
• Number Talks 

Resources (GaDOE 
Mathematics Wiki) 

standards to monitor 
student progress, inform 
instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/playback.jnlp?psid=2013-11-26.1508.M.C50DE1D795D256B03A416CDE77F9E4.vcr&sid=2012003
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/playback.jnlp?psid=2013-11-26.1508.M.C50DE1D795D256B03A416CDE77F9E4.vcr&sid=2012003
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/playback.jnlp?psid=2013-11-26.1508.M.C50DE1D795D256B03A416CDE77F9E4.vcr&sid=2012003
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-Formative-Assessment-Lessons-Videos.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-Formative-Assessment-Lessons-Videos.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-Formative-Assessment-Lessons-Videos.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Math.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Math.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Math.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Math.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Pages/SLO-Resources-and-Tools.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Pages/SLO-Resources-and-Tools.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Pages/SLO-Resources-and-Tools.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Pages/SLO-Resources-and-Tools.aspx
https://www.illustrativemathematics.org/
https://www.illustrativemathematics.org/
http://tntp.org/assets/tools/NSA-USI%20Implementation%2BRubric%2Bfor%2Bdata-driven%2Binstruction%2B08-09%2Bv3%20TSLT_0311.pdf
http://tntp.org/assets/tools/NSA-USI%20Implementation%2BRubric%2Bfor%2Bdata-driven%2Binstruction%2B08-09%2Bv3%20TSLT_0311.pdf
http://tntp.org/assets/tools/NSA-USI%20Implementation%2BRubric%2Bfor%2Bdata-driven%2Binstruction%2B08-09%2Bv3%20TSLT_0311.pdf
http://tntp.org/assets/tools/NSA-USI%20Implementation%2BRubric%2Bfor%2Bdata-driven%2Binstruction%2B08-09%2Bv3%20TSLT_0311.pdf
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/Number%2BTalks%2Band%2Bother%2BMulti%2BGrade%2BResources
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/Number%2BTalks%2Band%2Bother%2BMulti%2BGrade%2BResources
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
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 • Partnership for 
Assessment of 
Readiness for College 
and Careers (PARCC) 

 
• Seven Strategies of 

Assessment for 
Learning 

 
• Smarter Balanced 

Assessment 
Consortium 

 
• Teacher-Made 

Assessments 

 

Craft Standards-Based 
Performance Tasks, including a 
Rubric or Scoring Guide 

A Performance Task is an assessment 
activity that requires a student to 
demonstrate his or her achievement of a 
learning target by producing a specific 
product (Nitko, 2001). 

 
Performance Tasks require students to: 

• Create their responses to demonstrate 
their thinking 

• Organize, interpret, evaluate, or 
synthesize information stored in long- 
term memory to solve a new problem 

• Draw a conclusion or make a 
generalization and support it with 
evidence such as writing or illustrating 
to show depth of knowledge 

• Work independently 
(Newmann, Bryk, Nagaoka, 2001) 

 
A performance task may be a formative 
or summative assessment that checks for 
student understanding/ misunderstanding 
and or progress toward the 

• Assessment Rubrics 
 
• Beyond the Bubble, 

History Performance 
Tasks 

• Learning Assessments 
and Tasks 

 
• GaDOE Mathematics 

Effective Instructional 
Practices Guide 

 
• GaDOE Eliciting 

Evidence of Student 
Learning Resources 

 
• GaDOE Selecting 

evidence based 
practices (Video) 

 
• GA FIP PL Modules: 

Designing Sound 
Assessment: Creating 
and Using Rubrics 
(Course Numbers FP41051 and 
FP41052) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Assessment Standard 1: 
Aligns assessments with 
the required curriculum 
standards 

 
Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 5: 
Implements grading 
practices that provide 
an accurate indication 

http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780132548755.page
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780132548755.page
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780132548755.page
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781138776128/
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781138776128/
http://www.exemplars.com/resources/rubrics/assessment-rubrics
https://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
https://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
https://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://www.bitingintothecore.com/learning-and-assessment-tasks.html
http://www.bitingintothecore.com/learning-and-assessment-tasks.html
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/GSE-Effective-Instructional-Practices-Guide.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/GSE-Effective-Instructional-Practices-Guide.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/GSE-Effective-Instructional-Practices-Guide.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Selecting-Evidence-Based-Practices-Videos.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Selecting-Evidence-Based-Practices-Videos.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Selecting-Evidence-Based-Practices-Videos.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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standards/learning goals at different 
points during a unit of instruction. 

 
Performance tasks involve the application 
of knowledge and skills rather than recall 
and result in tangible products or 
observable performances. They involve 
meaning making, encourage self- 
evaluation and revision, require judgment 
to score and are evaluated using 
predetermined criteria (rubrics). 

A rubric is based on a continuum of 
performance quality and a scale of 
different possible score points. A rubric 
identifies the following: 
• Shows levels of quality 
• Communicates standards 
• Tells students expectations for 

assessment task 
• Includes dimensions (criteria), indicators 

and a rating scale. 
• Is NOT a checklist (yes or no answers) 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What is the purpose of incorporating a 

performance task within units? 
• Why are rubrics a critical component to 

include in performance tasks? 

• Inside Mathematics 
Performance 
Assessment Tasks 

• List of links to sample 
Performance Tasks 

 
• Mathematics 

Assessment Project 
(MARS) 

 
• NETS-S Performance 

Tasks 
 
• PALM: Performance 

Assessment Links in 
Math 

• Performance 
Assessment Links in 
Science 

 
• Reading and Writing 

Project Performance 
tasks 

 
• Rubistar Rubric Maker 

 
• Teacher’s Guide to 

Performance Based 
Learning and 
Assessment Ch.1 

Related Books: 
• Rigor is NOT a Four 

Letter Word 
by Barbara Blackburn 

• Writing Pathways 
by Lucy Calkins 

 
 

of student progress on 
the required standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.insidemathematics.org/performance-assessment-tasks
http://www.insidemathematics.org/performance-assessment-tasks
http://www.insidemathematics.org/performance-assessment-tasks
http://www.sgusd.k12.ca.us/download.axd?file=20a70bd6-2603-4cc6-ba84-0ae2a0cc021c&dnldType=Resource
http://www.sgusd.k12.ca.us/download.axd?file=20a70bd6-2603-4cc6-ba84-0ae2a0cc021c&dnldType=Resource
http://map.mathshell.org/
http://map.mathshell.org/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/Pages/NETS-S-Performance-Tasks.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/Pages/NETS-S-Performance-Tasks.aspx
http://palm.sri.com/
http://palm.sri.com/
http://palm.sri.com/
http://pals.sri.com/
http://pals.sri.com/
http://pals.sri.com/
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/reading-writing-assessments
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/reading-writing-assessments
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/reading-writing-assessments
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/196021/chapters/What_is_Performance-Based_Learning_and_Assessment%2C_and_Why_is_it_Important%C2%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/196021/chapters/What_is_Performance-Based_Learning_and_Assessment%2C_and_Why_is_it_Important%C2%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/196021/chapters/What_is_Performance-Based_Learning_and_Assessment%2C_and_Why_is_it_Important%C2%A2.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/196021/chapters/What_is_Performance-Based_Learning_and_Assessment%2C_and_Why_is_it_Important%C2%A2.aspx
http://www.barbarablackburnonline.com/free-resources/downloads-for-books/rigor-is-not-a-four-letter-word/
http://www.barbarablackburnonline.com/free-resources/downloads-for-books/rigor-is-not-a-four-letter-word/
http://www.heinemann.com/products/E05730.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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Use Planning Tools For Instruction 

Use Approved Georgia 
Curriculum Documents 

Curriculum frameworks are intended to be 
models for articulating desired results, 
assessment processes, and teaching- 
learning activities that can maximize 
student achievement relative to the 
Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE). 
They may provide Enduring 
Understandings, Essential Questions, 
tasks/activities, culminating tasks, rubrics, 
and resources for the units. 

A curriculum map provides an outline of 
the course content by units and may 
provide a suggested time schedule for 
each unit. 

 
A pacing guide is sometimes referred to as 
a curriculum map, scope and sequence, 
standards schedule, instructional 
calendar, or road map. It is specific to a 
particular content area and level and 
details when particular content standards 
should be taught and assessed. While still 
offering teachers flexibility on how to 
teach, its integration with common 
assessments is crucial to judging student 
progress. 

 
The Georgia Teacher Guidance 
Documents provide content area 
teachers with the skills and concepts 
students should know and do related to 
each standard. Recommended teaching 
strategies and performance tasks are 
included, along with recommended 
vocabulary for teaching and learning. 

• GaDOE Curriculum & 
Instruction Webpage 

 
• Georgia Standards 

Home Page 
 
• Pathways Guidance  

• Ga. Milestones 
Achievement Level 
Descriptors 

 
• GaDOE Mathematics 

 
• ELA Georgia 

Standards of 
Excellence 2015 

• ELA 9th Grade 
Literature Curriculum 
Documents Example 
(Troup Co. Schools) 

 
• ELL WIDA Standards 

 
• Georgia's K-12 

Mathematics 
Standards  

• 6th Grade Math 
Curriculum 
Documents Example 
(Troup Co. Schools) 

 
• Ga. Performance 

Standards for Social 
Studies 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 1: 
Uses systematic 
collaborative planning 
processes so that 
teachers share an 
understanding of 
expectations for 
standards, curriculum, 
assessment and 
instruction 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/Mathematics/Georgia-K12-Mathematics-Standards/Secondary-Mathematics-Requirements/GaDOE-Secondary-Mathematics-Pathways-Guidance.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Mathematics.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA.aspx
http://www.troup.org/20/Content2/9th-literature
http://www.troup.org/20/Content2/9th-literature
http://www.troup.org/20/Content2/9th-literature
https://www.wida.us/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Math.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Math.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Math.aspx
http://www.troup.org/20/Content2/6math-page
http://www.troup.org/20/Content2/6math-page
http://www.troup.org/20/Content2/6math-page
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/SocialStudiesStandards.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/SocialStudiesStandards.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/SocialStudiesStandards.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
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The Literacy Standards for Science, 
History/ Social Studies and Technical 
Subjects provide non-ELA content area 
teachers in grades 6-12 with the required 
literacy standards in their subject area. 
Though content area teachers are not 
required to teach reading in their subject 
areas, they are required to meet the 
demands of these standards and the shifts 
in literacy education. 

 
The Three Big Shifts in Literacy for Social 
Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects: 

• Building knowledge through reading 
content-rich nonfiction 

• Reading, writing, and speaking 
grounded in evidence from text 

• Regular practice with complex text 
and its academic vocabulary 

 
The Three Big Shifts in Mathematics: 

• Greater focus on fewer topics 
• Coherence: Linking topics and thinking 

across grades 
• Rigor: Pursue conceptual 

understanding, procedural skills and 
fluency, and application with equal 
intensity 

The 8 Standards for Mathematical Practice 
1. Make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
3. Construct viable arguments and 

critique the reasoning of others. 
4. Model with mathematics. 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
6. Attend to precision. 
7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8. Look for and express regularity in 

repeated reasoning. 

• Ga. Performance 
Standards for Science 

 
• CTAE Resource 

Network 
 
• GPB Education: News, 

Resources and Video 
Library for Georgia 
Educators 

 
• Literacy Standards for 

Science, History/SS, 
and Technical 
Subjects 

• Standards for 
Mathematical 
Practice 

 
• Implementing 

Standards for 
Mathematical 
Practice 

• Literacy Standards 
Appendix B – Text 
Exemplars and sample 
performance tasks for 
ELA, Sci, SS/History and 
CTAE 

 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/ScienceStandards.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/ScienceStandards.aspx
https://www.ctaern.org/default.aspx
https://www.ctaern.org/default.aspx
http://www.gpb.org/education/resources/level/teachers
http://www.gpb.org/education/resources/level/teachers
http://www.gpb.org/education/resources/level/teachers
http://www.gpb.org/education/resources/level/teachers
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide--teacher-planning-for-math-practice-implementation.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide--teacher-planning-for-math-practice-implementation.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide--teacher-planning-for-math-practice-implementation.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide--teacher-planning-for-math-practice-implementation.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
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Study the Course 
Assessment Guides 

The Georgia Milestones Course 
Assessment Guides are provided to 
acquaint Georgia educators and other 
stakeholders with the structure and 
content assessed on the End of Course 
(EOC) or End of Grade (EOG) measures. 

 
ACCESS for ELLs is administered annually to 
all English learners in Georgia. ACCESS for 
ELLs is a standards-based, criterion 
referenced English language proficiency 
test designed to measure English learners’ 
social and academic proficiency in 
English. 

 
The Georgia Alternative Assessment 
(GAA) is a portfolio of student work that 
enables the demonstration of 
achievement and progress relative to 
selected skills that are aligned to the 
Georgia curriculum. The portfolio is used to 
capture student learning and 
achievement/progress in four content 
areas: English/Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, and Social 
Studies. 

 
The Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of 
Developing Skills (GKIDS) is a year-long, 
performance-based assessment aligned 
to the state mandated content 
standards. 

 
The End of Pathways Assessments (EOPA) 
are a measurement mechanism to 
ascertain the level of technical skill 
attainment on behalf of CTAE career 
pathway completers. 

 

• Georgia 
Standards.org 

 
• GaDOE Testing 

Resources 
 
• Georgia Course 

Assessment Guides 
 
• GaDOE Georgia 

Online Formative 
Assessment Resources 
(GOFAR) 

 
• GaDOE ACCESS Test 

for ELL’s 
 
• GaDOE GAA 

Assessment Webpage 
 
• GKIDS 2.0  

 
• GaDOE Georgia’s 

Technical Skill 
Attainment Inventory 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 1: 
Aligns assessments with 
the required curriculum 
standards 

 
Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 
assessments aligned 
with the required 
standards to monitor 
student progress, inform 
instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Tools/TestingResources.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Tools/TestingResources.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-End-of-Course-Assessment-Guides.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-End-of-Course-Assessment-Guides.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Online-Formative-Assessment-Resource.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/ACCESS-for-ELLs.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/ACCESS-for-ELLs.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS-2.0.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/CTAE-Georgia-Assessments.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/CTAE-Georgia-Assessments.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/CTAE-Georgia-Assessments.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
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Guiding Questions: 
• How can the assessment guides be 

used in collaborative planning? 

  

Develop Unit Plans 

A unit plan continues the mapping 
process that you began with your long- 
term plan, or pacing guide. Just as your 
long-term plan sets out the goals and 
pacing for the whole year or block 
semester, your unit plan sets out your short- 
term goals and pacing. Unit planning 
provides you with a sense of direction and 
organization within a particular timeframe. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How does collaborative unit planning 

impact instruction? 

• Aligned Instruction 
Video Series 
(Indistar) 

• Appendix B 
Text Exemplars and 
sample performance 
tasks for ELA, Science, 
Social Studies and CTAE 

 
• CTAE Resource 

Network 
 
• Mathematics  

 
• ELA  

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

Curriculum Standard 1: 
Uses systematic 
collaborative planning 
processes so that 
teachers share an 
understanding of 
expectations for 
standards, curriculum, 
assessment and 
instruction 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

 
• Designing Effective 

Unit Plans 
(Houston Independent 
School District) 

 

 
• GaDOE CTAE 

Webpage 

 

 
• GaDOE Curriculum 

and Instruction 
Webpage 

 

 
• GaDOE Mathematics 

Formative Assessment 
Lessons Videos 

 

http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=4
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=4
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
https://www.ctaern.org/default.aspx
https://www.ctaern.org/default.aspx
http://www.corestandards.org/other-resources/key-shifts-in-mathematics/
http://www.corestandards.org/other-resources/key-shifts-in-english-language-arts/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://houstonisdpsd.org/effective-practices/planning/pl-3
http://houstonisdpsd.org/effective-practices/planning/pl-3
http://houstonisdpsd.org/effective-practices/planning/pl-3
http://houstonisdpsd.org/effective-practices/planning/pl-3
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-Formative-Assessment-Lessons-Videos.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-Formative-Assessment-Lessons-Videos.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-Formative-Assessment-Lessons-Videos.aspx
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 • Indicators in Action: 
(Indistar) 
- Unit Plan Examples 
- Defining Units of 

Instruction 
- Aligning Units to 

Standards 
 
• Instructional Planning 

Workbook (Indistar) 
 
• Instruction: 

Preparation Video 
Series (Indistar) 

 
• Literacy Design 

Collaborative 
 
• Mathematics Design 

Collaborative (MDC) 
(6-12 course outlines 
and videos by Bill & 
Melinda Gates 
Foundation) 

 
• NZMaths: Unit Plans 

(New Zealand Math) 
 

• Overview of UbD 
(Grant Wiggins) 

 
• Understanding by 

Design Framework 
(ASCD) 

 
• Understanding by 

Design (UbD) 
Resources 
(Jay McTighe & 
Associates) 

 
UbD Websites for 
content areas (Jay 
McTighe & Associates) 

 

http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=8
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://k12education.gatesfoundation.org/student-success/high-standards/literacy-tools/mathematics-design-collaborative/
http://k12education.gatesfoundation.org/student-success/high-standards/literacy-tools/mathematics-design-collaborative/
http://nzmaths.co.nz/units-work
http://www.grantwiggins.org/documents/UbDQuikvue1005.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/UbD_WhitePaper0312.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/UbD_WhitePaper0312.pdf
http://jaymctighe.com/resources/downloads/
http://jaymctighe.com/resources/downloads/
http://jaymctighe.com/resources/downloads/
http://jaymctighe.com/resources/downloads/
http://jaymctighe.com/resources/websites/
http://jaymctighe.com/resources/websites/
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Implement Schoolwide 
Instructional Frameworks 

Leadership Teams should select or create 
schoolwide Instructional Frameworks that 
provide a structure to assist teachers in 
designing and delivering effective 
instruction. 

 
Instructional Frameworks can include both 
the expectations for teachers and for 
students during each part of the lesson. 
Displaying a graphic of the framework 
pervasively throughout the building will 
ensure all expectations are 
communicated to all stakeholders. 

The Instructional Framework should 
explicitly state the expected lesson 
components that all content area 
teachers are responsible for including in 
daily lessons. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

• What are the expectations for lesson 
delivery for all content area teachers? 

• What does the data show as areas of 
weakness in instructional delivery 
across all contents? How can the 
Instructional Framework address these 
concerns? 

• What are the responsibilities for 
teachers and for students during each 
component of the lesson? 

 GaDOE Standards- 
based Classroom 
Instructional 
Frameworks: 
 Standards-Based 

Instructional 
Framework 
 ELA 
 Pervasive Lesson 

Practices in ELA 
 Mathematics 

Pervasive Lesson 
Practices in Math 

 Social Studies 
 Science  
 Electives 

 
 Insight Core 

Framework Rubric 
(Insight Education Grout) 

 Instructional 
Framework Resources 
(The High School of 
Global Citizenship) 

 Jobs for the Future 
Common Instructional 
Framework 

 
 Lesson Design 

Framework 
(The College of St. 
Scholastica) 

 
 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Instruction Standards 1: 
Provides a supportive 
and well-managed 
environment conducive 
to learning 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Leadership Standard 3: 
Uses systems to ensure 
effective 
implementation of 
curriculum, assessment, 
instruction and 
professional learning 
practices 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:50622fad-cbc5-3d2c-b60b-b548e47c8277
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:50622fad-cbc5-3d2c-b60b-b548e47c8277
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:50622fad-cbc5-3d2c-b60b-b548e47c8277
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/ELA%20SBC%20Instructional%20Framework.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Pervasive%20Lesson%20Practices%20in%20ELA.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Pervasive%20Lesson%20Practices%20in%20ELA.pdf
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A704a3674-99b4-3832-9ca3-1a75d5025197
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/fc09f636-69cf-4fa7-9e00-402cf395ac14/1/Instructional-Framework-Essential-Instructional-Guidance-2023.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20SBC%20Instructional%20Framework.July%202016.pdf
http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hub/258326/file-422107447-pdf/docs/Insight-Core-Framework-Rubric-03.14.13.pdf?t=1434134846109
http://www.hs-gc.org/%23!common-6-instructional-framework-resourc/c585
http://www.jff.org/sites/default/files/ECDS_CommonInstructionalFramework_080713.pdf
http://www.jff.org/sites/default/files/ECDS_CommonInstructionalFramework_080713.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/IDEAS%202014%20Handouts/LessonPlanDesignFramework.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
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Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

 Framework for Building 
Students’ Capacity to 
Learn (Center on 
Innovations in Learning) 

 
• The Common 

Instructional 
Framework Rubrics 
and Support Guides 
for Teachers 
(Jobs for the Future) 

 

Compile Learner Profiles/ 
Class Profiles 

A comprehensive learner profile includes 
readiness data, information on student 
interests, learning preferences and styles, 
and differences related to gender, culture 
and personality. It could include 
information on student learning strengths, 
needs, and types of support both required 
(RTI/SST/IEP/504) and that have been 
successful in the past. 

Guiding Questions: 
• Who are the students in the class with 
learning challenges and what are they? 
(writing, reading, speaking, etc.)? 

• What are appropriate accommodations 
or adaptations that can be made in 
instructional strategies, learning tasks, or 
assessments to support these learners 
during the lesson? 

• If known, what accommodations are 
required for students under an IEP, RTI, 
SST, or 504 plan? 

• 21st Century 
Icebreakers: 10 Ways 
to Get to Know Your 
Students with 
Technology 
(Teachers With Apps) 

• Effective Math 
Instruction for Students 
with Diverse Needs 
Video series 

 
• GaDOE Disability 

Specific Webinars 
 
• GaDOE Foundations 

of Algebra Placement 
Resources: 
GloSS/IKAN Diagnostic 
Screener 
Implementation 

 
• GaDOE Lexile 

Framework for 
Reading 

• GADOE Statewide 
Longitudinal Data 
System (SLDS) 

 
• GaDOE Response to 

Intervention (RTI) 
Resources 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 4: 
Implements a process 
to collaboratively 
analyze assessment 
results to adjust 
instruction 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

http://www.adi.org/about/downloads/PC_Framework_rev03.10.15.pdf
http://www.adi.org/about/downloads/PC_Framework_rev03.10.15.pdf
http://www.adi.org/about/downloads/PC_Framework_rev03.10.15.pdf
http://www.bisd.us/manzano/documents/2014/TLI/Student%20Learning%20Rubrics.pdf
http://www.bisd.us/manzano/documents/2014/TLI/Student%20Learning%20Rubrics.pdf
http://www.bisd.us/manzano/documents/2014/TLI/Student%20Learning%20Rubrics.pdf
http://www.bisd.us/manzano/documents/2014/TLI/Student%20Learning%20Rubrics.pdf
http://www.bisd.us/manzano/documents/2014/TLI/Student%20Learning%20Rubrics.pdf
http://www.teacherswithapps.com/21st-century-icebreakers-10-ways-to-get-to-know-your-students-with-technology/
http://www.teacherswithapps.com/21st-century-icebreakers-10-ways-to-get-to-know-your-students-with-technology/
http://www.teacherswithapps.com/21st-century-icebreakers-10-ways-to-get-to-know-your-students-with-technology/
http://www.teacherswithapps.com/21st-century-icebreakers-10-ways-to-get-to-know-your-students-with-technology/
http://www.teacherswithapps.com/21st-century-icebreakers-10-ways-to-get-to-know-your-students-with-technology/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Videos/Effective-Mathematics-Instruction-for-Students-with-Diverse-Needs.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Videos/Effective-Mathematics-Instruction-for-Students-with-Diverse-Needs.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Videos/Effective-Mathematics-Instruction-for-Students-with-Diverse-Needs.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Videos/Effective-Mathematics-Instruction-for-Students-with-Diverse-Needs.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Recorded-Webinars.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Recorded-Webinars.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Mathematics.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Mathematics.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Mathematics.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/LexileFrameworkforReading.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/LexileFrameworkforReading.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/LexileFrameworkforReading.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/SLDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/SLDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/SLDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Response-to-Intervention.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Response-to-Intervention.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Response-to-Intervention.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
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School Standards 

 • Helping All Learners: 
Learning Profile  (EL 
Education) 
* Learner Profile .pdf 

 
• How Learning Profiles 

Can Strengthen Your 
Teaching (Edutopia) 

• Indicators in Action: 
- Class Progress Chart 
- Student Learning 
Plan 
- Student Learning 
Report 
- Student Profile 
(Indistar) 

 
• Instructional Planning 

Workbook (Indistar) 
 
• Know Your Students As 

Learners (ASCD) 
 
• The How To’s of 

Planning Lessons 
Differentiated by 
Learning Profile 
(ASCD) 

 

Create Lesson Plans Following the 
School’s Instructional Framework 

A lesson plan is a detailed, step-by-step 
guide that outlines the teacher's 
objectives for what the students will 
accomplish that day. 

 
Effective lesson plans include student 
learning targets, pre-planned rigorous 
questions, intended instructional 
strategies, a list of required materials, and 
an assessment strategy to measure 
student learning. 

• Instructional Practice 
Guide: Lesson 
Planning Tool 
(Achieve the Core) 

• Math  
 
• Creating Lesson Plans 

(Colorado State 
University) 

 
• EngageNY ELA, Math 

and SS resources 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

Assessment Standard 1: 
Aligns assessments with 
the required curriculum 
standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

http://plp.eleducation.org/learning-profile/
http://plp.eleducation.org/learning-profile/
https://differentiatedstrategies.wikispaces.com/file/view/Learner%2BProfile%2BSurvey.pdf
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/learning-profiles-john-mccarthy
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/learning-profiles-john-mccarthy
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/learning-profiles-john-mccarthy
http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Class_Progress_Chart.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Plan.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Plan.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Report.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Report.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Profile.doc
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/111011/chapters/Knowing-Our-Students-as-Learners.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/111011/chapters/Knowing-Our-Students-as-Learners.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/101043/chapters/The-How-To%27s-of-Planning-Lessons-Differentiated-by-Learning-Profile.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/101043/chapters/The-How-To%27s-of-Planning-Lessons-Differentiated-by-Learning-Profile.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/101043/chapters/The-How-To%27s-of-Planning-Lessons-Differentiated-by-Learning-Profile.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/101043/chapters/The-How-To%27s-of-Planning-Lessons-Differentiated-by-Learning-Profile.aspx
http://k6educators.about.com/cs/lessonplanskin/a/freelessonplans.htm
http://712educators.about.com/od/lessonplans/a/plan_template.htm
http://achievethecore.org/page/962/instructional-practice-guide-lesson-planning-detail-pg
http://achievethecore.org/page/962/instructional-practice-guide-lesson-planning-detail-pg
http://achievethecore.org/page/962/instructional-practice-guide-lesson-planning-detail-pg
http://www.bitingintothecore.com/
http://teaching.colostate.edu/guides/creatinglessonplans/
http://teaching.colostate.edu/guides/creatinglessonplans/
http://teaching.colostate.edu/guides/creatinglessonplans/
http://www.engageny.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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School Standards 

Schoolwide lesson plan templates should 
align with the established Instructional 
Framework. This alignment will ensure all 
teachers are following the expectations 
set forth by the leadership team. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How does collaborative lesson planning 
impact instruction? 

• How does collaborative lesson planning 
increase student learning? 

• Georgiastandards.org 
 
• Georgia Virtual 

Learning Resources 
 
• How to Incorporate 

Discourse-rich 
Instructional Strategies 
into Science Lessons 
(University of Nebraska) 

 
• Illustrative 

Mathematics  lesson 
plans and assessment 
tasks 

 
• Increasing Rigor 

Throughout the Lesson 
(EngageNY) 

 
• Indicators in Action: 
1. Learning Plan Grid 
2. Whole Class 

Instruction Weekly 
Outline Template 
(Indistar) 

 
• Innovation in 

Teaching – Beyond 
the Textbook 
Exemplary Lesson 
Plans (GOSA) 

• Literacy Design 
Collaborative 

 
• The Master Teacher 

Project (Better Lessons) 

• NZMaths(New Zealand 
Math resources) 

Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/Resources/SharedLandingPage.aspx
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/Resources/SharedLandingPage.aspx
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1150&context=teachlearnfacpub
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1150&context=teachlearnfacpub
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1150&context=teachlearnfacpub
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1150&context=teachlearnfacpub
https://www.illustrativemathematics.org/
https://www.illustrativemathematics.org/
https://nysed-prod.engageny.org/node/381/file/66
https://nysed-prod.engageny.org/node/381/file/66
http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Learning_Plan_Grid.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Whole_Class_Instruction_Weekly_Outline.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Whole_Class_Instruction_Weekly_Outline.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Whole_Class_Instruction_Weekly_Outline.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Whole_Class_Instruction_Weekly_Outline.doc
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Innovation-in-Teaching-Competition-Beyond-the-Textbook.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Innovation-in-Teaching-Competition-Beyond-the-Textbook.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Innovation-in-Teaching-Competition-Beyond-the-Textbook.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Innovation-in-Teaching-Competition-Beyond-the-Textbook.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/Pages/Innovation-in-Teaching-Competition-Beyond-the-Textbook.aspx
http://ldc.org/
http://ldc.org/
http://betterlesson.com/master_teacher_projects
http://betterlesson.com/master_teacher_projects
http://nzmaths.co.nz/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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 • Classroom Challenges 
(Mathematics 
Assessment Project) 

 
• Generating Lesson 

Annotated list of web-
based lesson planning 
tools 

 
• ReadWorks.org 

Reading comprehension 
lesson plans for K-6 
content 

 
• Teaching History.org 

 
• The “B.E.S.T” 

Assignment Analysis 
protocol (The Literacy 
Coach’s Game Plan) 

 
• Top Components of a 

Well-Written Lesson 
Plan (About Education) 

 
• The Tuning Protocol; 

Tuning a Plan (SRI) 
 
• UbD Websites to 

Support Performance 
Task Design 
(Jay McTighe, updated 
April 2015) 

 
• UnboundED 

Standards-aligned ELA 
and math lessons 

 
Related Books: 
• Driven By Data: 

A Practical Guide to 
Improve Instruction by 
Paul Bambrick- 
Santoyo 

 

http://map.mathshell.org/materials/lessons.php
http://map.mathshell.org/materials/lessons.php
http://map.mathshell.org/materials/lessons.php
http://www.centeril.org/reports/resources/2015_01.12GeneratingLessonPlans.pdf
http://www.readworks.org/lessons/grades?grade=37&concept=All
http://teachinghistory.org/
https://formativecoaching.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/best-protocol-directions-ch-31.pdf
https://formativecoaching.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/best-protocol-directions-ch-31.pdf
https://formativecoaching.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/best-protocol-directions-ch-31.pdf
https://formativecoaching.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/best-protocol-directions-ch-31.pdf
https://formativecoaching.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/best-protocol-directions-ch-31.pdf
https://formativecoaching.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/best-protocol-directions-ch-31.pdf
http://k6educators.about.com/od/lessonplanheadquarters/tp/8_steps_lp.htm
http://k6educators.about.com/od/lessonplanheadquarters/tp/8_steps_lp.htm
http://k6educators.about.com/od/lessonplanheadquarters/tp/8_steps_lp.htm
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/Group%20Development/tuning_plan.pdf
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/Group%20Development/tuning_plan.pdf
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
https://www.unbounded.org/
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/driven-by-data-book-paul-bambrick-santoyo
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/driven-by-data-book-paul-bambrick-santoyo
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/driven-by-data-book-paul-bambrick-santoyo
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School Standards 

  Teach Like a 
Champion: 49 
Techniques That Put 
Students on the Path to 
College 
by Doug Lemov 
 
• Teach Like a 

Champion 2.0: 62 
Techniques that Put 
Students on the Path 
to College 
by Doug Lemov 

 

Include Tools for 
Learner Differences 

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a set 
of principles for curriculum development 
that give all individuals equal opportunities 
to learn. UDL provides a blueprint for 
creating instructional goals, methods, 
materials, and assessments that work for 
everyone--not a single, one-size-fits-all 
solution, but rather flexible approaches 
that can be customized and adjusted for 
individual needs. UDL is a proactive 
approach to support diverse learning 
needs without requiring specific student 
data. In UDL, all planning is intentional, so 
every activity, assessment and 
instructional choice should be deliberately 
chosen to help all students reach 
standards. 

UDL’s three guiding principles are: 
1. Provide multiple means of 

representing or presenting 
information. 

2. Provide flexible methods for students 
to express understanding. 

• Differentiated 
Instruction 
1. 4 Ways to 

Differentiate 
Instruction .pdf 

2. Differentiation by 
Learning Styles 
(Teaching Tolerance) 

• Differentiated 
Instruction and 
Understanding by 
Design 
(Dare to Differentiate 
Wiki) 

 
• PL Modules: 

1. Introduction to 
Differentiation 

2. Effective Language 
and Literacy 
Instruction for 
English Language 
Learners 
(Comprehensive 
Reading Solutions) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-doug-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-doug-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-doug-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-doug-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-doug-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-doug-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-2-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-2-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-2-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-2-lemov
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/teach-like-a-champion-book-2-lemov
http://www.tolerance.org/differentiated-instruction
http://www.tolerance.org/differentiated-instruction
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_abc_CM3_instruction.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_abc_CM3_instruction.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_abc_CM3_instruction.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_abc_CMII_learningstyles.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_abc_CMII_learningstyles.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/
https://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/Differentiated%2BInstruction%2B%26%2BUnderstanding%2Bby%2BDesign
https://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/Differentiated%2BInstruction%2B%26%2BUnderstanding%2Bby%2BDesign
https://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/Differentiated%2BInstruction%2B%26%2BUnderstanding%2Bby%2BDesign
https://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/Differentiated%2BInstruction%2B%26%2BUnderstanding%2Bby%2BDesign
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/0introduction-to-differentiation/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/0introduction-to-differentiation/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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System for Effective School Instruction 
PLAN 

“Prepare for Quality Instruction” 

 

 

 

Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

3. Provide flexible ways for students to 
engage in the learning process. 

 
Conversely, Differentiated Instruction (DI) 
requires the use of student data and 
specific knowledge about students’ 
cultural, individual intellectual and social 
development. Teachers use this 
knowledge to adjust their practice by 
employing strategies that advance 
individual student learning. The teacher 
uses multiple data elements (both 
formative and summative) to plan, inform 
and adjust instruction and evaluate 
student learning. 

 
Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) means 
adapting, as appropriate to the needs of 
an eligible child, the content, 
methodology, or delivery of instruction to: 

•  Address the unique needs of the child 
that result from the child’s disability; 

•  Ensure access of the child to the 
general curriculum, so that the child 
can meet the educational standards 
within the jurisdiction of the public 
agency that apply to all children. 

Guiding Questions: 
•  What data sources are teachers using 

to identify learner differences? 
•  How do teachers document support 

plans for learner differences? 
•  How will the diverse needs of all 

students be addressed in developing 
standards-based units, lessons and 
tasks? 

• Differentiated 
Instruction: Resource 
Roundup (Edutopia) 

 
• Flexible Grouping: 

Dare to Differentiate 
Wiki 

 
• GaDOE DI in the Co- 

Taught Classroom 
Manual 

 
• GaDOE Special 

Education Resources 
 
• GaDOE 2015 IDEAS 

Conference 
Resources 

 
• GaDOE Gifted 

Education 
 
• GaDOE Special 

Education Services 
and Supports 

 
• Georgia Learning 

Resources System 
 
• GA FIP PL Modules: 

Reaching Every 
Student Series 
(Facilitators Materials 
available in FIP Learning 
Resources link) 

 
• GBP: Universal Design 

for Learning Part 1 
 
• GPB: Universal Design 

for Learning Part 2 
 
• Indicators in Action: 

1. Student Learning 
Plan 

Instruction Standard 6: 
Uses appropriate, 
current technology to 
enhance learning 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.edutopia.org/article/differentiated-instruction-resources
http://www.edutopia.org/article/differentiated-instruction-resources
http://www.edutopia.org/article/differentiated-instruction-resources
http://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/flexible%2Bgrouping
http://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/flexible%2Bgrouping
http://daretodifferentiate.wikispaces.com/flexible%2Bgrouping
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/LRE-Co-teaching-Training-Manual-4.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/LRE-Co-teaching-Training-Manual-4.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/LRE-Co-teaching-Training-Manual-4.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/SpecialEd.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/SpecialEd.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/IDEAS-2015-Handouts.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/IDEAS-2015-Handouts.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/IDEAS-2015-Handouts.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Gifted-Education.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Gifted-Education.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.glrs.org/
http://www.glrs.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gpb.org/education/common-core/udl-part-1
http://www.gpb.org/education/common-core/udl-part-1
http://www.gpb.org/education/common-core/udl-part-2
http://www.gpb.org/education/common-core/udl-part-2
http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Plan.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Plan.doc
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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“Prepare for Quality Instruction” 

 

 

 

Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

 2. Student Learning 
Report 

3. Student Profile 
(Indistar templates) 

 
• National Center on 

Universal Design for 
Learning UDL 
Examples 

• Social Studies 
Differentiated 
Instruction 

 
• GaDOE Teacher Tools 

for Integrating 
Technology 

• Take a Tour: Learn 
About UDL (National 
Center on Universal 
Design for Learning) 

 
• Top 10 UDL Tips for 

Developing Learning 
Goals 
(CAST Professional 
Learning) 

 
• The Universal Design 

for Learning 
Implementation and 
Research Network 
(UDL-IRN) 

• UDL Instructional 
Planning Process 
(UDL-IRN) 

 
• Understanding 

Differentiated 
Instruction: Building a 
Foundation for 
Leadership 
(ASCD) 

 

http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Report.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Report.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Profile.doc
http://www.udlcenter.org/implementation/examples
http://www.udlcenter.org/implementation/examples
http://www.udlcenter.org/implementation/examples
http://socialstudiesdifferentiatedinstruction.com/
http://socialstudiesdifferentiatedinstruction.com/
http://socialstudiesdifferentiatedinstruction.com/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/toolsandlinks.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/toolsandlinks.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Resources/Pages/Tools/toolsandlinks.aspx
http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl/take_a_tour_udl
http://www.udlcenter.org/aboutudl/take_a_tour_udl
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/89e11c7455f4cb757154eb608/files/udl_top_10_learning_goals.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/89e11c7455f4cb757154eb608/files/udl_top_10_learning_goals.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/89e11c7455f4cb757154eb608/files/udl_top_10_learning_goals.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/89e11c7455f4cb757154eb608/files/udl_top_10_learning_goals.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/89e11c7455f4cb757154eb608/files/udl_top_10_learning_goals.pdf
http://udl-irn.org/
http://udl-irn.org/
http://udl-irn.org/
http://udl-irn.org/
http://udl-irn.org/instructional-process/
http://udl-irn.org/instructional-process/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction%40-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction%40-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction%40-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction%40-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100216/chapters/Understanding-Differentiated-Instruction%40-Building-a-Foundation-for-Leadership.aspx


Georgia Department of Education 
Rev. August 2023 ● Page 38 of 85 
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PLAN 

“Prepare for Quality Instruction” 

 

 

 

Planning Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

 • What Works 
Clearinghouse 

 
• CAST 

UDL resources 
 
• Find A Book 

(The Lexile Framework 
for Reading) 
Personalized reading list 
tailored to student’s 
interests and level 

 

Choose Instructional Materials 

Instructional Materials refers to the tools 
used to support the curriculum. A key 
feature of effective teaching is the 
selection of instructional materials that 
meet the needs of all students. 

 
Instructional resources usually fall into two 
categories: student-centered and 
teacher-centered. In the student- 
centered model, instructional resources 
are used for tutorials, problem solving, 
discovery, and review. In the teacher- 
centered model, resources are used for 
presentations of primary or supplementary 
content. 

 
Teachers must carefully balance the use 
of scripted presentations and activities to 
avoid an over-emphasis on teacher- 
centered instruction rather than student- 
centered learning. 

 
Teacher-centered presentations, 
combined with excessive audiovisuals, 
can cause students to remain intellectually 
passive. One way to avoid this is to blend 
instruction with activities that formatively 

• 4Teachers.org 
 
• Achieve the Core: 

Literacy Across the 
Content, ELA and Math 
resources. Includes 
leadership & coaching 
tools. 

• Math Coherence 
Maps K-8 

• ELA Lesson 
• Math Lesson 

 
• Brain Pop: standards 

aligned video lessons 
across the content 

 
• Georgia Virtual 

Learning Teacher 
Resources 

 
• GaDOE Instructional 

Videos 
 
• GaDOE Learning 

Resources/Textbook 
and Instructional 
Materials 

• GaDOE Social Studies 
Resource List Nearly 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 6: 
Uses appropriate, 
current technology to 
enhance learning 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
http://www.cast.org/
https://www.lexile.com/fab/ga/
https://www.lexile.com/fab/ga/
https://www.lexile.com/fab/ga/
http://www.4teachers.org/
http://achievethecore.org/
http://achievethecore.org/page/1118/coherence-map
http://achievethecore.org/page/1118/coherence-map
http://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-lessons
http://achievethecore.org/category/854/mathematics-lessons
http://educators.brainpop.com/brainpop-and-the-common-core-alignments/
http://educators.brainpop.com/brainpop-and-the-common-core-alignments/
http://educators.brainpop.com/brainpop-and-the-common-core-alignments/
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/Resources/SharedLandingPage.aspx
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/Resources/SharedLandingPage.aspx
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/Resources/SharedLandingPage.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/pages/Videos/videosandpodcasts.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/resources/pages/Videos/videosandpodcasts.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Learning-Resources.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Learning-Resources.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Learning-Resources.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Learning-Resources.aspx
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1r650UJc0CcyPNyhdNu4BrSiIryohK0mWEAeY4YmJJG0/pubhtml
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1r650UJc0CcyPNyhdNu4BrSiIryohK0mWEAeY4YmJJG0/pubhtml
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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When effective teachers provide instruction in the classroom, they consider individual students 
and how they receive, absorb, and connect the content. Ineffective teachers give students 
discrete pieces of content in a way that meets the teacher’s needs, not the students’ needs. 
They have an attitude and practice of “giving” the content to the students, and it is up to the 
students to get it or not. 

 
Effective teachers, however, know that content must “unfold” for their students. They are 
strategic in how they introduce content, practice its use along with the students, and then allow 
students to use the content on their own. Effective teachers also offer students regular 
standards-based feedback to gain mastery of the content. 

 
There are many ways to structure the delivery of instruction (a lesson). Below is a sample 
organizational tool for “unfolding” a lesson. This tool includes strategies for the three-part lesson 
(opening, work period, and closing) as well as foundational practices to incorporate throughout 
the instructional framework. 

System for Effective School Instruction Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

Instructional Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Pervasive Lesson Practices 
Implement Literacy Across 
the Content 

"Adolescents entering the adult world in 
the 21st century will read and write more 
than at any other time in human history. 
They will need advanced levels of literacy 
to perform their jobs, run their households, 
act as citizens, and conduct their personal 
lives." -- Richard Vaca, author of Content 
Area Reading: Literacy and Learning 
Across the Curriculum 

It is easy for teachers to focus solely on the 
content standards they are responsible for 
within their course or grade. However, we 
must afford students enough time daily to 
practice crucial communication skills. 

 
Content is what we teach, but there is also 
the how, and this is where literacy 
instruction comes in. There are an endless 
number of engaging, effective strategies 

Close Reading 
Resources: 
• A Close Look at Close 

Reading: Scaffolding 
Students with 
Complex Texts 

• Close Reading 
Resources 
(EngageNY) 

• Close Reading 
Resources 
(Achieve the Core) 

 
• Close Reading Lesson 

Library Grades 2-12 
(LearnZillion) 

 
• Read Write Think – 

Close Reading 
Resources 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
http://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/CCSS_reading.pdf
http://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/CCSS_reading.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/search-site?search=close%2Breading
https://www.engageny.org/search-site?search=close%2Breading
http://achievethecore.org/search?q=close%2Breading
http://achievethecore.org/search?q=close%2Breading
http://achievethecore.org/search?q=close%2Breading
https://learnzillion.com/resources/73944-close-reading-lesson-library
https://learnzillion.com/resources/73944-close-reading-lesson-library
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?sort_order=relevance&q=close%2Breading&srchgo.x=0&srchgo.y=0&old_q
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?sort_order=relevance&q=close%2Breading&srchgo.x=0&srchgo.y=0&old_q
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?sort_order=relevance&q=close%2Breading&srchgo.x=0&srchgo.y=0&old_q
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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Instructional Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

to get students to think about, write about, 
read about, and talk about the content 
you teach. The ultimate goal of literacy 
instruction is to build a student's 
comprehension, writing skills, and overall 
skills in communication. 

 
Disciplinary literacy refers to specialized 
texts and ways of using literacy in the 
disciplines. Historians, mathematicians, 
literary critics, and scientists read and write 
differently because they create different 
kinds of knowledge and rely on different 
kinds of evidence. (Shanahan, 2015) 

 
Content literacy is about teaching reading 
using subject matter texts. The emphasis is 
on the use of general reading or study skills 
in different classes or in different kinds of 
books. (Shanahan, 2015) 

 
Close reading is one strategy that can be 
used in all content areas to teach students 
to seek out micro-levels of understanding. It 
is more than being able to retell a story or 
provide a main idea or supporting details 
from a text. 

When students are explicitly taught to read 
a text closely, they become more skilled at 
locating evidence within a sentence, a 
paragraph, a page of a text, or a story. 
Then orally or in writing, they can justify 
answers to text-dependent questions 
based on evidence. These are basic close 
reading skills as outlined by the Literacy 
Standards for ELA, Science, History/Social 
Studies and Technical Subjects that every 
student must know to succeed in college 
and career. 

Scaffolding the reading by using effective 
strategies for pre-, during, and after 
reading, such as: previewing text, reading 

Lexile Leveled Texts & 
Resources: 
• Books that Grow 

Complex text for all 
disciplines with 
adjustable Lexile levels 

 
• Find A Book 

Find books at student’s 
Lexile level. (The Lexile 
Framework for Reading) 

• Lexile Analyzer 
Find the Lexile level of 
passages. (The Lexile 
Framework for Reading) 

 
• Newsela 

High-interest articles with 
adjustable Lexile levels. 

 
• The Lexile Map 

Books and texts 
matched to the Lexile® 
scale. (The Lexile 
Framework for Reading) 

 
• Georgia Public Library 

Service 
Offers a searchable 
catalog of books for kids 
by specific subject: 
http://gapines.org/eg/k 
pac/home 

 
• Readworks.org 

K-12 Reading 
comprehension 
Resources 

 
Literacy Standards & 
Planning Tools: 
• Bookworms 

Free K-5 Comprehensive 
Core Reading Program 
(GaDOE) 

 

http://www.booksthatgrow.com/
https://lexile.com/fab/
https://lexile.com/fab/
https://lexile.com/fab/
https://lexile.com/fab/
https://lexile.com/analyzer/
https://lexile.com/analyzer/
https://lexile.com/analyzer/
https://lexile.com/analyzer/
https://newsela.com/
http://cdn.lexile.com/m/cms_page_media/135/Lexile%20Map_8.5x11_FINAL_Updated_May_2013%20(4).pdf
http://www.georgialibraries.org/
http://www.georgialibraries.org/
http://gapines.org/eg/kpac/home
http://gapines.org/eg/kpac/home
http://www.readworks.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/udel.edu/revised-bookworms-lessons/general-information
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Instructional Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

for a purpose, making predictions and 
connections, think alouds, and using 
graphic organizers will support all our 
students, not just struggling readers and 
English language learners. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What role does literacy play in the 

classroom? 
• What are some ways to weave 

instruction in reading, writing, and 
speaking into the content? 

• How are multiple opportunities for 
students to discover information on their 
own provided? 

• What are effective pre-, during- and 
after-reading strategies to reinforce the 
learning targets? 

• How does learning in the classroom 
reflect authentic ways of reading, 
writing, thinking and reasoning in the 
discipline area? (E.g. How does the work 
reflect what mathematicians do and 
how they think?) 

• How do strategies differ for content 
literacy verses discipline literacy? 

• Developing 
Core 
Proficiencies 
Curriculum 

(Odell Education) 
Integrated set of English 
Language Arts/Literacy 
units grades 6-12 

 
• Georgia Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, 
Science, and 
Technical Subjects 

 
• Kelly Gallagher: 

Building Deeper 
Readers & Writers 
Articles of the week, 
resources and videos. 

 
• Newspaper Map 

Front-page newspaper 
articles from around the 
globe. 

 
• Read Right from the 

Start A free online 
resource for teachers of 
children from birth to 3rd 
grade(Rollins Center for 
Language & Learning) 

 
Literacy Research & 
Professional Learning: 
• Building a Culture of 

Engaged Academic 

 

http://odelleducation.com/literacy-curriculum
http://odelleducation.com/literacy-curriculum
http://odelleducation.com/literacy-curriculum
http://odelleducation.com/literacy-curriculum
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
http://www.kellygallagher.org/article-of-the-week/
http://newspapermap.com/
http://www.readrightfromthestart.org/
http://www.readrightfromthestart.org/
http://www.wested.org/resources/academic-literacy-schoolwide-culture/
http://www.wested.org/resources/academic-literacy-schoolwide-culture/
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 Literacy in Schools 
(West Ed) 

 
• Comprehensive 

Reading Solutions 
Literacy PL for all 
content areas 
(GaDOE) 

 
• Literacy Instruction in 

the Content Areas: 
Getting to the Core of 
Middle and High 
School Improvement 
(Carnegie Corporation 
of New York) 

 
• Planning Needs-Based 

Instruction PPT 
(Georgia Reading First) 

 
• Reading for Learning: 

Using Discipline-Based 
Texts to Build Content 
Knowledge 
(NCTE) 

 
• Shanahan On 

Literacy: Information on 
teaching and assessing 
reading, writing, and 
literacy 

 
Related Books: 
• A Close Look At Close 

Reading: Teaching 
Students To Analyze 
Complex Texts, 
Grades 
6-12 by Barbara Moss, 
Diane Lapp, Maria 
Grant, Kelly Johnson 
o Study Guide 

 

http://www.wested.org/resources/academic-literacy-schoolwide-culture/
http://www.wested.org/resources/academic-literacy-schoolwide-culture/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
http://comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/
https://www.carnegie.org/publications/literacy-instruction-in-the-content-areas-getting-to-the-core-of-middle-and-high-school-improvement/
https://www.carnegie.org/publications/literacy-instruction-in-the-content-areas-getting-to-the-core-of-middle-and-high-school-improvement/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCMQFjAAahUKEwi94uGp2oXHAhWXK4gKHZBOAlg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcurry.virginia.edu%2Freading-projects%2Fprojects%2Fgarf%2FPowerPoints%2FPlanning%2520Needs-Based%2520Instruction.ppt&ei=Bpe7Vb3HJJfXoASQnYnABQ&usg=AFQjCNETfOyRyf32blHuJZTdsOe_Vgd8xA&bvm=bv.99261572%2Cd.cGU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCMQFjAAahUKEwi94uGp2oXHAhWXK4gKHZBOAlg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcurry.virginia.edu%2Freading-projects%2Fprojects%2Fgarf%2FPowerPoints%2FPlanning%2520Needs-Based%2520Instruction.ppt&ei=Bpe7Vb3HJJfXoASQnYnABQ&usg=AFQjCNETfOyRyf32blHuJZTdsOe_Vgd8xA&bvm=bv.99261572%2Cd.cGU
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/sites/default/files/developing_academic_vocabulary_lattimer_sml.pdf
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/sites/default/files/developing_academic_vocabulary_lattimer_sml.pdf
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/sites/default/files/developing_academic_vocabulary_lattimer_sml.pdf
http://www.literacyinlearningexchange.org/sites/default/files/developing_academic_vocabulary_lattimer_sml.pdf
http://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/
http://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-6-12.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-6-12.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-6-12.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-6-12.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-6-12.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-6-12.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/115002/chapters/An-ASCD-Study-Guide-for-A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading%40-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts%2C-Grades-6%E2%80%9312.aspx
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 • A Close Look At Close 
Reading: Teaching 
Students To Analyze 
Complex Texts, 
Grades 
K–5 by Barbara Moss, 
Diane Lapp, Maria 
Grant, Kelly Johnson 
o Study Guide 

 
• Notice & Note by 

Kylene Beers 

 

Write Across the Content 

When students develop strong writing skills, 
they also develop stronger reading and 
comprehension skills across all content 
areas. 

 
Research recommends practices in writing 
instruction that includes having students 
analyze models of good writing; explicitly 
teaching students strategies for planning, 
revising, and editing their work; involving 
students in the collaborative use of these 
writing strategies; and assigning specific 
goals for each writing project. 

 
Students should have daily writing 
experiences across the content areas, 
learn to use the writing process for a variety 
of writing purposes, and become a part of 
a community of writers that includes 
teachers. 

• All About Adolescent 
Literacy: Resources 
for Grades 4-12 

 
• Argument Writing: 

Four Reasons Why It’s 
Writing Priority 
Number One 
(Teaching Channel) 

 
• Comprehensive 

Reading Solutions PL 
Modules: 
1. K-5 Writing PL 

Modules 
2. 6-12 Introduction to 

Argument 
 
• GaDOE: Building a 

Culture of Writing 
Series (Videos and 
Resources) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 

http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-K-5.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-K-5.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-K-5.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-K-5.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-K-5.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/A-Close-Look-at-Close-Reading-Teaching-Students-to-Analyze-Complex-Texts-Grades-K-5.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/114008/chapters/An_ASCD_Study_Guide_for_A_Close_Look_at_Close_Reading%40_Teaching_Students_to_Analyze_Complex_Texts%2C_Grades_K-5.aspx
http://www.heinemann.com/products/E04693.aspx
http://www.adlit.org/
http://www.adlit.org/
http://www.adlit.org/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/category/grades-k-5/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/category/grades-k-5/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/introduction-to-argument/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/introduction-to-argument/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA-Collaborative-Conversations-on-Building-a-Culture-of-Writing.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA-Collaborative-Conversations-on-Building-a-Culture-of-Writing.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA-Collaborative-Conversations-on-Building-a-Culture-of-Writing.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Writing to learn is a strategy through which 
students can develop their ideas, their 
critical thinking ability and their writing skills 
across the content. 

 
Writing to learn enables students to 
experiment every day with written 
language and increase their fluency and 
mastery of written conventions. 

 
Writing to learn can also be used as 
formative assessment and as a way to 
scaffold mid- and high-stakes writing 
assignments and tests. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How is writing infused into lessons? 
• How are various formal, informal and fun 

writing activities used within lessons? 
• How do lessons regularly incorporate 

time for independent writing? 

• Georgia Standards 
LDC Modules 

 
• GA FIP PL Modules 

FP1006: ELA 6 
Argumentative 
Writing 

 
• Writing to Learn 

Example Activities 
 
• Units of Study 

Classroom Videos on 
Writing (Teachers 
College Reading and 
Writing Project: 
Columbia University) 

 
• Writing to Learn 

(Teaching Channel 
Video) 

 
• Writing Across the 

Curriculum: 
• ELA 
• Social Studies 
• Science 
• Mathematics 
(Michigan DOE) 

 
• Writing Fluency: A 

Key to Success on 
Next Generation 
Assessments 
(Teaching Channel) 

• 6+1 Traits and CCSS 
K-12 Writing 
Standards Crosswalk 
(Education Northwest) 

 
• 6+1 Writing Traits 

Rubrics K-12 
(Education Northwest) 

empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/LDC.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/LDC.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/1608937
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/1608937
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/units-of-study
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/units-of-study
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/units-of-study
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/units-of-study
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/units-of-study
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/units-of-study
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/writing-to-learn
http://michigan.gov/documents/mde/ELA_WAC_263481_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
http://michigan.gov/documents/mde/Science_WAC_2_3_264454_7.pdf
http://michigan.gov/documents/mde/Writing_to_Learn_Mathematics_306722_7.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/31/writing-fluency/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/31/writing-fluency/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/31/writing-fluency/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/31/writing-fluency/
http://educationnorthwest.org/resource/crosswalk-between-61-traits-and-ccss-english-language-arts-standards-writing-and-language
http://educationnorthwest.org/resource/crosswalk-between-61-traits-and-ccss-english-language-arts-standards-writing-and-language
http://educationnorthwest.org/resource/crosswalk-between-61-traits-and-ccss-english-language-arts-standards-writing-and-language
http://educationnorthwest.org/traits/traits-rubrics
http://educationnorthwest.org/traits/traits-rubrics
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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 Related Books: 
• Building Content 

Literacy: Strategies 
for the Adolescent 
Learner by Roberta 
Sejnost & Sharon Thiese 

• The Better Writing 
Breakthrough: 
Connecting Student 
Thinking and 
Discussion to Inspire 
Great Writing by 
Eleanor Dougherty, 
Laura Billings, and Terry 
Roberts 

• Writing Pathways: 
Performance 
Assessment and 
Learning Progressions, 
Grades K-8 
by Lucy Calkins 

 

Introduce Content and 
Academic/Technical Vocabulary 

Vocabulary, key to understanding grade 
level texts, provides students with the tools 
for a deeper understanding of the texts 
they study. Explicit instruction is required if 
students are to comprehend and master 
grade or course standards. 

 
Building academic vocabulary is an on- 
going demand from one grade level to the 
next. 

 
Disciplines also must emphasize the content 
and discipline specific vocabulary that 
informs math, science, social studies, 
English, fine arts and technical subjects. The 

• Academic Word 
Finder (Achieve the 
Core) 

• GaDOE K-12 ELA GSE 
with Glossary 

 
• Math Glossary 

 
• GaDOE Vocabulary 

Strategies Toolbox 
 
• Introducing Tier 1 and 

Tier 2 Words Video 
(Gateways by Isabel 
Beck) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 

https://books.google.com/books?id=NHpyAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=NHpyAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=NHpyAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=NHpyAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0%23v%3Donepage&q&f=false
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/114010.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/114010.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/114010.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/114010.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/114010.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/114010.aspx
http://www.heinemann.com/blog/a-look-inside-writing-pathways-from-lucy-calkins-and-colleagues/
http://www.heinemann.com/blog/a-look-inside-writing-pathways-from-lucy-calkins-and-colleagues/
http://www.heinemann.com/blog/a-look-inside-writing-pathways-from-lucy-calkins-and-colleagues/
http://www.heinemann.com/blog/a-look-inside-writing-pathways-from-lucy-calkins-and-colleagues/
http://www.heinemann.com/blog/a-look-inside-writing-pathways-from-lucy-calkins-and-colleagues/
http://achievethecore.org/academic-word-finder/
http://achievethecore.org/academic-word-finder/
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/ELA-Standards-K-12-with-Glossary.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/ELA-Standards-K-12-with-Glossary.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Mathematics-Glossary-K-12.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Vocabulary%20Strategies%20Toolbox.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Vocabulary%20Strategies%20Toolbox.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-K9dSH_jhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-K9dSH_jhQ
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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language of the standards is critical for 
students to master. 

 
Disciplinary literacy refers to specialized 
texts and ways of using literacy in the 
disciplines. Historians, mathematicians, 
literary critics, and scientists read and write 
differently because they create different 
kinds of knowledge and rely on different 
kinds of evidence. Therefore, disciplinary 
vocabulary tries to make students aware of 
the special properties and purposes of the 
disciplines. For example, science words are 
built from Latin and Greek combining 
forms, while vocabulary in history tends to 
be ideological in nature. Words don’t just 
have meanings, they have points of view. 
(Shanahan, 2015) 

 
 
Guiding Questions: 
• What is the difference between content 

and discipline vocabulary? 
• Why is it important for students to 

understand both? 
• What process is used to determine which 

words to teach? 
• What strategies should be used to 

approach key vocabulary and 
unfamiliar terms in texts? 

• How do students learn words indirectly? 
• How does the planning process insure 

that vocabulary is developed 
throughout lessons? 

• What strategies are used for the direct 
instruction of vocabulary? 

• Learning in the Fast 
Lane: 8 Ways to Put 
ALL Students on the 
Road to Academic 
Success (ASCD) 

 
• Marzano’s Six Steps to 

Vocabulary Instruction 
(ASCD) 

• Comprehensive 
Reading Solutions PL 
Modules: 
1. Teaching Technical 

Vocabulary 
2. Understanding 

Vocabulary 
Instruction 

3. Academic 
Language 

 
• The A-List: Essential 

Academic Words - 
Teacher Edition 
* Student Edition 

(Jim Burke) 
 
• Understanding 

Vocabulary Instruction 
(Comprehensive 
Reading Solutions) 

Related Books: 
Bringing Words to Life, 
Second Edition: 
Robust Vocabulary 
Instruction By Isabel 
Beck 
 

learning needs of 
students 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Learning-in-the-Fast-Lane.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Learning-in-the-Fast-Lane.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept09/vol67/num01/Six-Steps-to-Better-Vocabulary-Instruction.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept09/vol67/num01/Six-Steps-to-Better-Vocabulary-Instruction.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept09/vol67/num01/Six-Steps-to-Better-Vocabulary-Instruction.aspx
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/teaching-technical-vocabulary/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/teaching-technical-vocabulary/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/understanding-vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/understanding-vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/understanding-vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/academic-language/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/academic-language/
http://englishcompanion.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/The-A-List-Words-Teacher-Edition.pdf
http://englishcompanion.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/The-A-List-Words-Teacher-Edition.pdf
http://englishcompanion.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/The-A-List-Words-Teacher-Edition.pdf
http://englishcompanion.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/The-A-List-Words-Student-Edition.pdf
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/understanding-vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/understanding-vocabulary-instruction/
http://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167
http://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167
http://www.guilford.com/books/Bringing-Words-to-Life/Beck-McKeown-Kucan/9781462508167
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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 • Differentiated 
Reading Instruction 
in Grades 4 & 5 

by Sharon Walpole, 
Michael McKenna and 
Zoi A. Philippakos 

 
• How to Plan 

Differentiated 
Reading Instruction: 
Resources for K-3 
by Sharon Walpole and 
Michael McKenna 

 

Assess Formatively 

Formative Assessment occurs in the short 
term, as learners are in the process of 
making meaning of new content and of 
integrating it into what they already know. 

 
Feedback to the learner is immediate to 
enable the learner to change his/her 
behavior and understandings right away. 

 
Formative Assessment also enables the 
teacher to "turn on a dime" and rethink 
instructional strategies, activities, and 
content based on student understanding 
and performance. 

 
Formative Assessment can be as informal 
as observing the learner's work or as formal 
as a written test. 

 
Formative Assessment is the most powerful 
type of assessment for improving student 
understanding and performance. 

 
 
Guiding Questions: 

• 40 Ways to Leave a 
Lesson 

 
• Formative Coaching 

 
• GaDOE Eliciting 

Evidence of Student 
Learning (Video/PPT 
Series) 

• GA FIP PL Module 
FP1003: Collecting 
and Documenting 
Evidence of Student 
Learning (Module 3) 

• GaDOE GloSS and 
IKAN Mathematics 
Assessments Numeracy 
gap diagnostic 
assessments for all 
grades 

 
• GaDOE Mathematics 

Formative Assessment 
Lessons (FALS) (Videos) 

• K-12 FAL Overview 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 
assessments aligned 
with the required 
standards to monitor 
student progress, inform 
instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

 
Instruction Standard 3: 
Establishes and 
communicates clear 
learning targets and 
success criteria aligned 
to curriculum standards 

http://www.guilford.com/books/Differentiated-Reading-Instruction-in-Grades-4-and-5/Walpole-McKenna-Philippakos/9781609182168/reviews
http://www.guilford.com/books/Differentiated-Reading-Instruction-in-Grades-4-and-5/Walpole-McKenna-Philippakos/9781609182168/reviews
http://www.guilford.com/books/Differentiated-Reading-Instruction-in-Grades-4-and-5/Walpole-McKenna-Philippakos/9781609182168/reviews
http://www.guilford.com/books/Differentiated-Reading-Instruction-in-Grades-4-and-5/Walpole-McKenna-Philippakos/9781609182168/reviews
http://www.guilford.com/books/How-to-Plan-Differentiated-Reading-Instruction/Walpole-McKenna/9781606232644
http://www.guilford.com/books/How-to-Plan-Differentiated-Reading-Instruction/Walpole-McKenna/9781606232644
http://www.guilford.com/books/How-to-Plan-Differentiated-Reading-Instruction/Walpole-McKenna/9781606232644
http://www.guilford.com/books/How-to-Plan-Differentiated-Reading-Instruction/Walpole-McKenna/9781606232644
https://edc448uri.wikispaces.com/file/view/40_ways_to_leave_a_lesson.pdf
https://edc448uri.wikispaces.com/file/view/40_ways_to_leave_a_lesson.pdf
https://formativecoaching.wordpress.com/
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Eliciting-Evidence-of-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Global-Strategy-Stage-GloSS-and-Individual-Knowledge-Assessment-of-Number-IKAN.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Global-Strategy-Stage-GloSS-and-Individual-Knowledge-Assessment-of-Number-IKAN.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Global-Strategy-Stage-GloSS-and-Individual-Knowledge-Assessment-of-Number-IKAN.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-formative-assessment-lessons-videos.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-formative-assessment-lessons-videos.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Mathematics-formative-assessment-lessons-videos.aspx
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/playback.jnlp?psid=2013-11-26.1508.M.C50DE1D795D256B03A416CDE77F9E4.vcr&sid=2012003
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Instructional Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

• Why should instruction be adjusted 
based on formative assessment of 
student understanding? 

• How do multiple forms of assessment 
inform instruction and decision-making? 

• How can students set learning goals and 
gauge their progress? 

• Kahoot! 
A game-based, 
blended-learning tool 

 
• Performance Task 

Development 
Websites 
(Jay McTighe) 

 
• Planning: Formative 

Assessment Guide 
(Jim Knight - Instructional 
Coaching Group) 

 
• Poll Everywhere 

Design and customize 
student polls. 

 
• Problem-Attic 

access to over 100,000 
questions for all content 
areas 

 
• Reading & Writing 

Project Assessment 
Resources 
(Teachers College: 
Columbia University) 

 
• Socrative 

Assess students with 
educational activities on 
tablets, laptops and 
smartphones. 

 
• Standards for 

Mathematical 
Practice Observation 
Tool 
(Kansas State University) 

 
• Wallwisher 

Allows students to post 
their thoughts on 
electronic sticky notes. 

Instruction Standard 6: 
Uses appropriate, 
current technology to 
enhance learning 

 
Instruction Standard 7: 
Provides feedback to 
students on their 
performance on the 
standards or learning 
targets 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

https://kahoot.it/
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
http://www.instructionalcoaching.com/downloads/pdfs/HII_MM_FormativeAssessment.pdf
http://www.instructionalcoaching.com/downloads/pdfs/HII_MM_FormativeAssessment.pdf
http://www.polleverywhere.com/
http://www.problem-attic.com/
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/running-records
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/running-records
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/assessments/running-records
http://www.socrative.com/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://i-c-t.wikispaces.com/WALLWISHER
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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 • West Virginia 
Department of 
Education: 
Examples of 
Formative 

Assessment 

 

Lesson Opening 

Communicate Learning Target(s) 
Related to Standard(s) 

The learning target(s) should be clearly 
articulated, linked to standards, 
embedded in instruction, and understood 
by all students. 

 
An appropriately written learning target will 
be measurable with clear criteria for 
success. Students will understand how 
evidence of success relates to the 
performance task(s) and the students’ 
ability to understand and apply learning in 
context. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How are standards and learning targets 

communicated and made accessible to 
all students? 

• How will the students communicate their 
understanding about what they are 
learning and why they are learning it? 

• How does the learning target clearly 
communicate what students will know 
and be able to do as a result of the 
lesson? 

• What will be acceptable evidence of 
student learning? How will you 
communicate this success criteria to 
students? 

• Georgia FIP: The Keys 
to Student Success 
Schools can access 
through SLDS 

 
• GaDOE Implementing 

an Effective Three-Part 
Lesson Instructional 
Framework: Strong & 
Weak Evidence Rubric 

 
• Indicators in Action: 

1. Standards Based 
Objectives Template 

2. Class Progress Chart 
(Indistar) 

 
• Dan Meyer: Math 

Class Needs a 
Makeover (Ted Talks) 

• Teacher-Directed 
Instruction: 
1. Introduction Video 
2. Presentation Video 

(Indistar) 
 

• Top 10 UDL Tips for 
Developing Learning 
Goals (CAST) 

 
Related Books: Driven By 
Data: A Practical Guide 
to Improve Instruction by 
Paul Bambrick-Santoyo 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Curriculum Standard 2: 
Designs curriculum 
documents and aligns 
resources with the 
intended rigor of the 
required standards 

 
Instruction Standard 3: 
Establishes and 
communicates clear 
learning targets and 
success criteria aligned 
to curriculum standards 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 7: 
Provides feedback to 
students on their 
performance on the 
standards or learning 
targets 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Standards_Based_Objectives.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Standards_Based_Objectives.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Class_Progress_Chart.doc
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_meyer_math_curriculum_makeover?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_meyer_math_curriculum_makeover?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/dan_meyer_math_curriculum_makeover?language=en
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=9
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=10
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/89e11c7455f4cb757154eb608/files/udl_top_10_learning_goals.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/89e11c7455f4cb757154eb608/files/udl_top_10_learning_goals.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/89e11c7455f4cb757154eb608/files/udl_top_10_learning_goals.pdf
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/driven-by-data-book-paul-bambrick-santoyo
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/driven-by-data-book-paul-bambrick-santoyo
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/driven-by-data-book-paul-bambrick-santoyo
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/driven-by-data-book-paul-bambrick-santoyo
http://www.uncommonschools.org/our-approach/thought-leadership/driven-by-data-book-paul-bambrick-santoyo
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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School Standards 

Engage Students 

Engagement strategies encourage 
equitable and purposeful student 
participation and ensure that all students 
have access to, and are expected to 
participate in, learning. 

 
Engagement strategies build upon 
students’ academic background, life 
experiences, culture and language to 
support rigorous and culturally relevant 
learning. 

• Design Lessons for 
Active Engagement 
(Rutherford Learning 
Group) 

• Douglas Reeves’ Five 
Top Tips to Improve 
Student Engagement 
(Center for Performance 
Assessment) 

• GaDOE Mathematics 
Number Talks – 
implementing effective 
lesson openings (video) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

Guiding Question: 
• What specific strategies and structures 

are in place to facilitate participation 
and meaning making by all students? 
(e.g. small group work, partner talk, 
writing) 

• GaDOE Math  
Effective 
Instructional 
Practices Guide 

• How Do We Know 
When Students Are 
Engaged? (Edutopia) 

 
• Socratic Seminars 

(ReadWriteThink) 

Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

 • Student Engagement: 
Resource Round Up 
(Edutopia) 

 

 • Today’s Meet  
 

Related Books: 
• Making Thinking 

Visible: How to 
Promote 
Engagement, 
Understanding, and 
Independence for ALL 

 

http://www.rutherfordlg.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/SOCLNotes5Engagement.pdf
http://www.rutherfordlg.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/SOCLNotes5Engagement.pdf
http://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/resources/reeves-five-tips-improve-stu-engagement.pdf
http://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/resources/reeves-five-tips-improve-stu-engagement.pdf
http://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/resources/reeves-five-tips-improve-stu-engagement.pdf
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/playback.jnlp?psid=2013-10-31.1214.M.B6E5BBA79C6BCB2E78D8AE01F69C2B.vcr&sid=2012003
https://sas.elluminate.com/site/external/jwsdetect/playback.jnlp?psid=2013-10-31.1214.M.B6E5BBA79C6BCB2E78D8AE01F69C2B.vcr&sid=2012003
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/GSE-Effective-Instructional-Practices-Guide.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/GSE-Effective-Instructional-Practices-Guide.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/GSE-Effective-Instructional-Practices-Guide.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/GSE-Effective-Instructional-Practices-Guide.pdf
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-engagement-definition-ben-johnson
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-engagement-definition-ben-johnson
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-engagement-definition-ben-johnson
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/socratic-seminars-30600.html
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
http://www.edutopia.org/student-engagement-resources
http://www.edutopia.org/student-engagement-resources
https://todaysmeet.com/
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-047091551X.html
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-047091551X.html
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-047091551X.html
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-047091551X.html
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-047091551X.html
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-047091551X.html
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 Learners 
by Ron Ritchhart, et al. 

 

Access Prior Knowledge 
and Make Connections 

Prior knowledge is a combination of the 
learner's preexisting attitudes, experiences, 
and knowledge. Teachers apply what is 
known about students’ backgrounds to 
make the learning interesting, accessible 
and relevant. 

 
Scaffolding helps students connect prior 
knowledge and experience with new 
information. Teachers use this strategy to 
connect students with previous learning in 
a content area as well as with previous 
learning in an earlier grade. 

 
Scaffolding also helps facilitate thinking 
about a text by asking students to draw on 
their subjective experience and prior 
learning to make connections to new 
materials and ideas. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

•  What strategies can be used to connect 
students’ experiences to the learning 
targets and standards? 

•  How can collaborative planning 
increase the opportunities for the 
learner’s connection to real-word 
experiences? 

• Building Background 
Knowledge 
(Comprehensive 
Reading Solutions) 

 
•  Educational 

Leadership: Teaching 
Students to Think 
(Making Thinking Visible) 

 
• The Precious First Few 

Minutes Of Class 
(TeachThought) 

• Visible Thinking 
Understanding Routines: 
Provides protocols for 
activating prior 
knowledge. 

 
• 12 Interesting Ways to 

Start Class 
(TeachThought) 

 
• 6 Scaffolding 

Strategies 
(Edutopia) 

 
• Scaffolding Instruction 

Strategies 
(About Education) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

Provide Explicit Instruction 

Explicit Instruction is teaching that 
emphasizes well-developed and carefully 
planned lessons designed around small 
learning increments and clearly defined 
and prescribed teaching tasks. It is based 
on the theory that clear instruction that 

• National Institute for 
Direct Instruction 

 
• Direct Instruction 

(The University of Kansas) 
 

• Introducing 
Academic Strategies 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-047091551X.html
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/building-background-knowledge/
http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/building-background-knowledge/
http://www.ronritchhart.com/Papers_files/MTV_ritchhart_perkins.pdf
http://www.ronritchhart.com/Papers_files/MTV_ritchhart_perkins.pdf
http://www.ronritchhart.com/Papers_files/MTV_ritchhart_perkins.pdf
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/the-precious-first-few-minutes-of-class/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/the-precious-first-few-minutes-of-class/
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03d_UnderstandingRoutines.html
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/12-interesting-ways-to-start-class-tomorrow/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/12-interesting-ways-to-start-class-tomorrow/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/scaffolding-lessons-six-strategies-rebecca-alber
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/scaffolding-lessons-six-strategies-rebecca-alber
http://k6educators.about.com/od/helpfornewteachers/a/scaffoldingtech.htm
http://k6educators.about.com/od/helpfornewteachers/a/scaffoldingtech.htm
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
http://www.nifdi.org/
http://www.nifdi.org/
http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/?q=instruction/direct_instruction
http://www.specialconnections.ku.edu/?q=instruction/direct_instruction
http://www.interventioncentral.org/academic-interventions/general-academic/introducing-academic-strategies-students-direct-instruction-
http://www.interventioncentral.org/academic-interventions/general-academic/introducing-academic-strategies-students-direct-instruction-
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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eliminates misinterpretations can greatly 
improve and accelerate learning. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How is the skill, strategy, or concept 

explicitly taught, modeled, or 
demonstrated? 

• What questions should be asked to focus 
on the learning targets for the lesson? 

• How can the learning be differentiated 
for students who do not have the pre- 
requisite skills? 

• How can the learning be differentiated 
for students who already know the 
content? 

to Students: A Direct- 
Instruction Approach 
(Intervention Central) 

 
Modeling Strategies: 
• Think Alouds 

(Reading Rockets) 
1.Using Think-Alouds to 

Improve Reading 
Comprehension 

 
• Marzano’s Nine 

Effective Instructional 
Strategies 
(adapted from 
Classroom Instruction 
that Works, by R. 
Marzano) 

 
Student Note-Taking 
Strategies: 
• Cornell Note Taking 

for Lectures or 
Reading 

 
• Cornell Note Taking 

Video 
 

• Note Taking Methods 
Video 
(Flocabulary) 

 
• Note Taking Systems 

(California Polytechnic 
State University) 

 
Related Books: 
• Notice & Note: 

Strategies for Close 
Reading 

by Kylene Beers 
• Classroom Instruction 

That Works By 
Robert Marzano 

Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.interventioncentral.org/academic-interventions/general-academic/introducing-academic-strategies-students-direct-instruction-
http://www.interventioncentral.org/academic-interventions/general-academic/introducing-academic-strategies-students-direct-instruction-
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/think_alouds
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/using-think-alouds-improve-reading-comprehension
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/using-think-alouds-improve-reading-comprehension
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/using-think-alouds-improve-reading-comprehension
http://www.middleweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Marzanos-Nine.pdf
http://www.middleweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Marzanos-Nine.pdf
http://www.middleweb.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Marzanos-Nine.pdf
https://shp.utmb.edu/asa/Forms/cornell%20note%20taking%20system.pdf
https://shp.utmb.edu/asa/Forms/cornell%20note%20taking%20system.pdf
https://shp.utmb.edu/asa/Forms/cornell%20note%20taking%20system.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtW9IyE04OQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtW9IyE04OQ
https://www.flocabulary.com/note-taking-methods/
http://www.sas.calpoly.edu/asc/ssl/notetakingsystems.html
http://www.heinemann.com/products/E04693.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/111001.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/111001.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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 • DOK Overview Chart 
 
• DOK Charts for 

Content Areas 

 

Transition from Opening to Work Session 

Guide Student Practice 

Guided Practice is interactive instruction 
between teacher and students. The 
teacher begins the student practice 
process with a similar task to what students 
will independently complete later in the 
lesson. Students and teacher 
collaboratively complete the task as a 
model. The teacher leads the activity but 
strategically solicits help from students 
periodically. Through the completion of the 
guided practice task, the teacher 
gradually releases more and more 
responsibility of the thinking to students. 
Teachers should use this time to recognize 
any need to re-teach portions from the 
lesson opening or new learning and 
determine when or if students are ready to 
work independently. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What guided practice activities will be 

planned? 
• What kind of examples or samples 

(exemplars) will be provided for 
students? 

• What opportunities will be provided for 
students to practice new skills or 
strategies? 
 

What guiding questions will be used to check 
for understanding? 

 

• The Importance of 
Guided Practice in 
Classroom 
(MultiBriefs) 

 
• Guided Practice 

Resources 
(Achieve the Core) 

 
• Guided Instruction 

and Practice 
(Janine Schaub) 

 
• Inquiry-Based 

Learning: From 
Teacher-Guided to 
Student-Driven 
(Edutopia) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/subjects/socialscience/standards/depthofknowledgechart.pdf
https://www.stancoe.org/SCOE/iss/common_core/overview/overview_depth_of_knowledge.htm
https://www.stancoe.org/SCOE/iss/common_core/overview/overview_depth_of_knowledge.htm
http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/content/the-importance-of-guided-practice-in-the-classroom
http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/content/the-importance-of-guided-practice-in-the-classroom
http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/content/the-importance-of-guided-practice-in-the-classroom
http://achievethecore.org/search?q=guided%2Bpractice
http://achievethecore.org/search?q=guided%2Bpractice
http://janineschaub.com/guided-instruction-and-practice/
http://www.edutopia.org/practice/inquiry-based-learning-teacher-guided-student-driven
http://www.edutopia.org/practice/inquiry-based-learning-teacher-guided-student-driven
http://www.edutopia.org/practice/inquiry-based-learning-teacher-guided-student-driven
http://www.edutopia.org/practice/inquiry-based-learning-teacher-guided-student-driven
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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School Standards 

Engage in Classroom Talk 

Classroom talk creates the space for 
students to articulate their thinking and 
strengthen their voice. It reflects discipline- 
specific habits of thinking and ways of 
communicating. 

 
Classroom talk takes place in pairs, in 
collaborative group work and as a whole 
class. As students become accustomed to 
talking in class, the teacher serves as a 
facilitator to engage students in higher 
levels of discourse. 

 
Teachers introduce and reinforce the use 
of academic language and encourage 
students to use that language in their 
classrooms. 

Classroom talk opens the space for 
questioning, effective scaffolding and 
successful collaborative group work. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What questions, statement, and actions 

will be used to encourage students to 
share their thinking? 

• How will other students be encouraged 
to build upon a student’s ideas? 

• How will students assess one another’s 
ideas? 

• How is teacher talk, teacher-initiated 
questions, student-initiated questions, 
and student-to-student interactions 
balanced within the lesson? 

• What does student talk reveal about the 
nature of the students’ thinking? 

• Improving 
Participation with Talk 
Moves 
(Teaching Channel) 

 
• Number Talks Build 

Numerical Reasoning 
(NCTM) 

 
• Procedures for 

Classroom Talk 
(ASCD) 

 
• Talk Moves in 

Academic Discussions 
(Teaching Channel 
Video) 

• Talk Moves Checklist 
(The Inquiry Project) 

 
• The Tools of Classroom 

Talk 
(Math Solutions) 

 
• Why Talk Is Important 

In Classrooms 
(ASCD) 

 
Related Books: 
• Number Talks: Helping 

Children Build Mental 
Math and 
Computation 
Strategies 
by Shelly Parrish 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-participation-strategy
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-participation-strategy
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-participation-strategy
http://www.mathsolutions.com/documents/NumberTalks_SParrish.pdf
http://www.mathsolutions.com/documents/NumberTalks_SParrish.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108035/chapters/Procedures-for-Classroom-Talk.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108035/chapters/Procedures-for-Classroom-Talk.aspx
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-ells-to-participate-in-discussions-ousd
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-ells-to-participate-in-discussions-ousd
http://inquiryproject.terc.edu/shared/pd/Goals_and_Moves.pdf
http://www.mathsolutions.com/documents/9780941355537_ch2.pdf
http://www.mathsolutions.com/documents/9780941355537_ch2.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108035/chapters/Why-Talk-Is-Important-in-Classrooms.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108035/chapters/Why-Talk-Is-Important-in-Classrooms.aspx
http://store.mathsolutions.com/product-info.php?Number-Talks-pid270.html
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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Instructional Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Use Organizing Tools 

Organizing tools, also known as graphic 
organizers, knowledge maps, concept 
maps, story maps, cognitive organizers, 
and advance organizers, guide learners’ 
thinking as they fill in and build upon a 
visual map or diagram. 

 
Organizing tools are some of the most 
effective visual learning strategies for 
students and are applied across the 
curriculum to enhance learning and 
understanding of subject matter content. 

 
In a variety of formats, dependent upon 
the task, organizing tools facilitate students’ 
learning by helping them identify areas of 
focus within a broad topic, such as a novel, 
expository text or article. Because they help 
the learner make connections and 
structure thinking, students often turn to 
organizing tools for writing projects. 

 
Thinking Maps® are consistent visual 
patterns linked directly to eight specific 
thought processes. In schoolwide 
implementation, Thinking Maps® establish 
a consistent “Language for Learning”. They 
differ from traditional graphic organizers in 
that the student builds their map based on 
their own understanding of the concepts 
and information presented in the content. 
Students then use their maps to produce 
written assignments. Teachers use this 
information to assist in evaluating student 
mastery and plan for further instruction. 

Guiding Questions: 
• What are effective ways to implement 

organizing tools within a lesson? 
 

Organizing Tools: 
• Concept Mapping in 

the Classroom (Kathy 
Schrock) 

 
•  Concept Maps  

(Reading Rockets) 
 

• Graphic Organizers 
ABC List (Troup Co. 
Schools) 

 
• Graphic Organizer 

Templates (Creatly) 
 

• Graphic Organizers 
*Also available in Spanish 
(Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt Education 
Place) 

 
• Graphic Organizers 

(Ed Helper) 
 

• Graphic Organizers 
(Education Oasis) 

 
• Graphic Organizers 

(Enchanted Learning) 
 
• Thinking Maps 

 
• Thinking Maps 

Templates 
 
Related Books: 
• Educational 

Leadership: Making 
Thinking Visible 
by Ron Ritchhart 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.schrockguide.net/concept-mapping.html
http://www.schrockguide.net/concept-mapping.html
http://www.schrockguide.net/concept-mapping.html
http://www.schrockguide.net/concept-mapping.html
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/concept_maps
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/concept_maps
http://www.troup.org/userfiles/929/my%20files/graphic%20organizers/graphic_organizers_document_all.pdf?id=15137
http://www.troup.org/userfiles/929/my%20files/graphic%20organizers/graphic_organizers_document_all.pdf?id=15137
http://creately.com/Free-K12-Education-Templates
http://creately.com/Free-K12-Education-Templates
http://creately.com/Free-K12-Education-Templates
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
http://edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.htm
http://www.educationoasis.com/curriculum/graphic_organizers.htm
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/
http://thinkingmaps.com/
http://thinkingmaps.com/why-thinking-maps-2/
http://thinkingmaps.com/why-thinking-maps-2/
http://www.ronritchhart.com/Papers_files/MTV_ritchhart_perkins.pdf
http://www.ronritchhart.com/Papers_files/MTV_ritchhart_perkins.pdf
http://www.ronritchhart.com/Papers_files/MTV_ritchhart_perkins.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf


System for Effective School Instruction 
IMPLEMENT 

“Provide Quality Instruction” 

Georgia Department of Education 
Rev. August 2023 ● Page 56 of 85 

 

 

 

Instructional Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

• What understanding will be enhanced 
by using an organizing tool in the 
lesson? 

  

Work Session 
Apply Independently 

When students work independently on 
content related tasks, they demonstrate 
their current conceptual understanding, 
skill acquisition, and level of mastery 
toward meeting the standard(s). 

 
Distributed Practice is a scaffolded learning 
strategy, where practice is broken up into a 
number of short sessions of direct teaching 
interment with student practice. 

 
When planning for the work period, 
teachers should: 

1. Clearly state and model behavior 
expectations 

2. Provide opportunities for all students 
to show mastery 

3. Provide opportunities for extension 
or intervention 

4. Monitor student progress and 
provide standards-based feedback 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What kind of opportunities will be 

provided for students to apply new 
learning and demonstrate mastery? 

• Based on observations during teacher 
guided learning, what activities will 
students be able to complete on their 
own? 

• How can independent practice be 
distributed so that learning is retained? 

• How Do I Plan for 
Independent 
Practice? 
(Teach For America) 

 
• GaDOE Implementing 

an Effective Three-Part 
Lesson 

 
• Independent Practice 

Checklist 
(Houston Independent 
School District) 

 
• GaDOE Teacher 

Resource Link (TRL) 

• GaDOE Standards for 
Mathematics 
Practices Look-Fors 
Aligned to TKES 
Standards 

• Standards for 
Mathematical 
Practices Observation 
Tool 
(Kansas State University) 

 
• Student-Directed 

Instruction: Group or 
Individual Video Series 
(Indistar) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 1: 
Provides a supportive 
and well-managed 
environment conducive 
to learning 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.teachingasleadership.org/sites/default/files/How_To/PP/P-3/p3_independentpractice.pdf
http://www.teachingasleadership.org/sites/default/files/How_To/PP/P-3/p3_independentpractice.pdf
http://www.teachingasleadership.org/sites/default/files/How_To/PP/P-3/p3_independentpractice.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://houstonisdpsd.org/images/pdfs/independent-practice.pdf
http://houstonisdpsd.org/images/pdfs/independent-practice.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/Teacher-Resource-Link.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/Teacher-Resource-Link.aspx
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/file/view/%2310%2BSMP%2BLook%2BFors.docx/586383319/%2310%20SMP%20Look%20Fors.docx
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/file/view/%2310%2BSMP%2BLook%2BFors.docx/586383319/%2310%20SMP%20Look%20Fors.docx
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/file/view/%2310%2BSMP%2BLook%2BFors.docx/586383319/%2310%20SMP%20Look%20Fors.docx
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=13
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=13
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=13
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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School Standards 

Investigate Collaboratively 

Collaborative learning brings students 
together for the common purpose of 
making meaning of their learning and 
problem solving. Effective collaborative 
learning is well planned and strategic. 
Students are grouped intentionally, with 
each student held accountable for 
contributing to the group work. 

 
Activities are designed so that students 
with diverse skill levels are supported as well 
as challenged by their peers. Subject area 
assignments are ideally planned around 
meaningful tasks that are conceptually 
rich, engaging, and have multiple entry 
points for all students. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What kind of opportunities will be 

provided for students to investigate, 
apply new learning, and demonstrate 
mastery in collaborative groups? 

• Based on observations during guided 
practice, what activities will students be 
able to complete in small groups or 
pairs? 

• How can students apply their skills in a 
new and different context? 

• How will you ensure that all student have 
access to, and participate in, the work of 
their group? 

• How is participation distributed? Are 
there roles for every student? 

• How can collaborative practice be 
distributed so that learning is retained? 

• 10 Team-Building 
Games that Promote 
Critical Thinking 
(TeachThought) 

 
• Instruction: 

Cooperative Learning 
(Jim Knight - Instructional 
Coaching Group) 

 
• An Overview of 

Cooperative Learning 
(The Cooperative 
Learning Institute) 

 
• Collaborative 

Learning: Concept to 
Classroom 
(Educational 
Broadcasting 
Corporation) 

 
• Collaborative Group 

Work Protocols 
(Jobs for the Future) 

 
• Collaborative Group 

Work Videos 
(Teaching Channel) 

• Critical Thinking: A 
Path to College and 
Career 
(Edutopia) 

 
• GA FIP PL Module 

FP1005: Developing 
Student Ownership of 
Learning, Peer 
Feedback & Self- 
assessment (Facilitators 
Materials available in FIP 
Learning Resources link, 
Module 5) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 1: 
Provides a supportive 
and well-managed 
environment conducive 
to learning 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-team-building-games-that-promote-critical-thinking/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-team-building-games-that-promote-critical-thinking/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-team-building-games-that-promote-critical-thinking/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-team-building-games-that-promote-critical-thinking/
http://www.instructionalcoaching.com/downloads/pdfs/HII_MM_CooperativeLearning.pdf
http://www.instructionalcoaching.com/downloads/pdfs/HII_MM_CooperativeLearning.pdf
http://www.co-operation.org/what-is-cooperative-learning/
http://www.co-operation.org/what-is-cooperative-learning/
http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/coopcollab/
http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/coopcollab/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Collaborative%20Group%20Work%20Protocols.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Collaborative%20Group%20Work%20Protocols.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=collaborative%2BGroup%2BWork&commit=Search
https://www.teachingchannel.org/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=collaborative%2BGroup%2BWork&commit=Search
http://www.edutopia.org/stw-kipp-critical-thinking
http://www.edutopia.org/stw-kipp-critical-thinking
http://www.edutopia.org/stw-kipp-critical-thinking
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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 • Literature Circles 
Resource Center 

• Literature Circles: 
Getting Started 
(ReadWriteThink) 

 
• Performance Task 

Development 
Websites (Jay McTighe) 

 
• Standards for 

Mathematical 
Practices Observation 
Tool (Kansas State 
University) 

 
• Student-Directed 

Instruction: Group or 
Individual Video Series 
(Indistar) 

 

Lesson Closing 

Summarize the Lesson in 
Connection to Learning Target(s) 

Effective Learning targets are short-term 
goals written using observable, measurable 
actions and are aligned to the content 
standards for the lesson. They anchor 
instructional activities and formative 
assessments and should clearly state what 
you expect students to know, understand 
and/or be able to do at the end of the 
lesson. During every lesson closing, it is 
important to return to the learning target(s) 
and summarize the learning for the day 
relevant to the established target(s). 

Student-led closings should include a lesson 
summarization and demonstration of the 

• Closure Activities: 
Making that Last 
Impression 
(Colorado State 
University) 

 
• Facilitating Student- 

Led Discussions 
(GPB Education) 

 
• GaDOE Learning 

Targets Training Videos 
 
• GaDOE 

Implementing an 
Effective Three-Part 
Lesson 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 1: 
Aligns assessments with 
the required curriculum 
standards 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 3: 
Establishes and 
communicates clear 
learning targets and 

http://www.litcircles.org/index.html
http://www.litcircles.org/index.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literature-circles-getting-started-19.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literature-circles-getting-started-19.html
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
http://jaymctighe.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Websites-to-Support-Performance-Task-Design-4.25.15.docx
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/common-core-state-standards-resources/guide-math-practices-observation-tool.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=13
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=13
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=13
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://www.gpb.org/education/common-core/facilitating-student-led
http://www.gpb.org/education/common-core/facilitating-student-led
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Learning-Targets-Videos.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Learning-Targets-Videos.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Implementing%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Instructional Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

knowledge gained in relation to the 
learning target(s) and content standard(s). 
Teachers facilitate and guide this 
discussion to include opportunities to 
check for understanding. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How will the key points of the lesson be 

articulated? 
• Did each student meet the learning 

target(s)? If so, how did he/she meet the 
target(s)? 

• What questions or prompts will elicit 
student articulation of their learning? 

• How will students rethink and revise their 
understanding and work? 

• How will students be able to identify if 
they met their learning target? 

• What information will the teacher 
observe for in a student-led 
summarization of the lesson? 

• How can students summarize the lesson 
as a source of formative assessment? 

• Keep It or Junk It: A 
Student Run Lesson 
(Teaching Channel) 

 
• Leveling the Playing 

Field: Sharing Learning 
Targets and Criteria 
for Success 
(ASCD) 

 
• Teacher-Directed 

Instruction: Summary 
& Confirmation Video 
Series 
(Indistar) 

 
• Tips on Closing a 

Lesson Effectively 
(Teaching Channel 
video) 

success criteria aligned 
to curriculum standards 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

Reflect and Connect Knowledge 
to New Learning 

Reflection involves linking a current 
experience to previous learnings (a process 
called scaffolding). Reflection also involves 
drawing forth cognitive and emotional 
information from several sources: visual, 
auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile. To reflect, 
we must act upon and process the 
information, synthesizing and evaluating 
the data. In the end, reflecting also means 
applying what we have learned to 
contexts beyond the original situations in 
which we learned something. (Costa, 2008) 

Reflective Thinking involves analyzing and 
making judgments about what has 
happened in a lesson. Students taught to 

• Learning Through 
Reflection 
(ASCD) 

 
• Reflection Activities: 

Strategies to Enhance 
Student Self- 
Assessment 
(Assessment for 
Learning) 

 
• Instruction: Interaction 

Video Series (Indistar) 
 
• Reflection4Learning 

 
• What is reflective 

thinking? 
(University of Hawaii) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 1: 
Provides a supportive 
and well-managed 
environment conducive 
to learning 

 
Instruction Standard 2: 
Creates an 
academically 
challenging learning 
environment 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-run-lesson
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-run-lesson
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109031/chapters/Leveling-the-Playing-Field%40-Sharing-Learning-Targets-and-Criteria-for-Success.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109031/chapters/Leveling-the-Playing-Field%40-Sharing-Learning-Targets-and-Criteria-for-Success.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109031/chapters/Leveling-the-Playing-Field%40-Sharing-Learning-Targets-and-Criteria-for-Success.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109031/chapters/Leveling-the-Playing-Field%40-Sharing-Learning-Targets-and-Criteria-for-Success.aspx
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=11
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=11
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=11
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=11
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/tips-on-closing-a-lesson
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/tips-on-closing-a-lesson
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108008/chapters/Learning-Through-Reflection.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108008/chapters/Learning-Through-Reflection.aspx
http://www.assessmentforlearning.edu.au/professional_learning/student_self-assessment/student_strategies_enhance.html
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=12
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=12
https://sites.google.com/site/reflection4learning/Home
http://www.hawaii.edu/intlrel/pols382/Reflective%20Thinking%20-%20UH/reflection.html
http://www.hawaii.edu/intlrel/pols382/Reflective%20Thinking%20-%20UH/reflection.html
http://www.hawaii.edu/intlrel/pols382/Reflective%20Thinking%20-%20UH/reflection.html
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Instructional Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

think reflectively become skilled at 
processing what they know, establishing 
what they need to know, and how to 
bridge the gap during a lesson. Teachers 
can use many strategies to encourage 
reflection in the classroom. Discussions, 
interviews, questioning, logs, and journals 
are among the most widely used 
strategies. Time for reflection should occur 
after every lesson. 

 
Sentence stems that seek reason and 
evidence can stimulate students to reflect 
more deeply about their learning. They 
can be used during interviews, 
conversations, or in written format. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What are effective strategies for student 

reflection? 
• What will ensure that student reflection is 

included in the lesson? 
• How is learning enriched through student 

reflection? 
 
Sample stems for student reflection: 
• I selected this piece of writing because 
… 

• What really surprised me about this 
(experiment, math problem, text) was… 

• When I look at my other projects in (art, 
writer workshop, math, social studies) this 
project is different because … 

• What makes this piece of writing strong is 
my use of … 

• What I want to really work on to make 
my writing better for a reader is … 

• The Importance of 
Student Reflection on 
their Own Learning 
(Thayerism.com) 

 
• What Meaningful 

Reflection On Student 
Work Can Do For 
Learning 
(KQED) 

 
• 10 Ways to Encourage 

Student Reflection 
(What Ed Said) 

Related Books: 
• Learning and Leading 

with Habits of Mind: 16 
Essential 
Characteristic for 
Success 
by Arthur L. Costa and 
Bena Kallick 

that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://thayerism.com/teaching-tools-importance-student-reflection-learning/
http://thayerism.com/teaching-tools-importance-student-reflection-learning/
http://thayerism.com/teaching-tools-importance-student-reflection-learning/
http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/12/03/what-meaningful-reflection-on-student-work-can-do-for-learning/
http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/12/03/what-meaningful-reflection-on-student-work-can-do-for-learning/
http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/12/03/what-meaningful-reflection-on-student-work-can-do-for-learning/
http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/12/03/what-meaningful-reflection-on-student-work-can-do-for-learning/
https://whatedsaid.wordpress.com/2011/06/11/10-ways-to-encourage-student-reflection-2/
https://whatedsaid.wordpress.com/2011/06/11/10-ways-to-encourage-student-reflection-2/
https://whatedsaid.wordpress.com/2011/06/11/10-ways-to-encourage-student-reflection-2/
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Learning-and-Leading-with-Habits-of-Mind.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Learning-and-Leading-with-Habits-of-Mind.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Learning-and-Leading-with-Habits-of-Mind.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Learning-and-Leading-with-Habits-of-Mind.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Learning-and-Leading-with-Habits-of-Mind.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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With monitoring, teachers and leaders engage in processes to find out if the students are 
getting the content, and doing something about it if they are or are not. It’s about the 
individual students in the classrooms and their level of mastering the content standards. As 
effective teachers engage in delivering a lesson to students, and after the lesson has 
concluded, they find out which, if any, of the students are “getting it”. Teachers continually 
monitor to find out if students are succeeding in mastering the content. If students are 
successful, teachers extend the content; if students are struggling, teachers back up and 
determine ways to help them get it. 

System for Effective School Instruction Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

Monitoring Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Check for Understanding 
Progress Monitor 

Checking for understanding is a systematic 
approach to formative assessment. The 
background knowledge that students bring 
into the classroom influences how they 
understand the material you share and the 
lessons or learning opportunities you 
provide. 

 
Unless you check for understanding, it is 
difficult to know exactly what students are 
getting out of the lesson. Checking for 
understanding is part of a formative 
assessment system that assists teachers in 
planning instruction based on students' 
errors and misconceptions (Fisher & Frey) 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• What are effective strategies for progress 

monitoring? 
• How does progress monitoring increase 

student learning? 
• Why are lesson adjustments made based 

on progress monitoring results? 

• 53 ways to Check for 
Understanding 
(Edutopia) 

 
• Check for 

Understanding 
Strategies 
(NElearn) 

 
• Formative Assessment 

Examples 
(West Virginia 
Department of 
Education) 

 
• Formative Assessment 

Tools 
(Exemplars) 

 
• Georgia FIP: The Keys 

to Student Success 
 
• Check for 

Understanding: Key 
Assessment for 
Learning Techniques 
(EngageNY) 

• 27 Simple Ways to 
Check for 
Understanding 
(TeachThought) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 
assessments aligned 
with the required 
standards to monitor 
student progress, inform 
instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

 
Assessment Standard 5: 
Implements grading 
practices that provide 
an accurate indication 
of student progress on 
the required standards 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
http://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/blogs/edutopia-finley-53ways-check-for-understanding.pdf
http://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/blogs/edutopia-finley-53ways-check-for-understanding.pdf
http://nelearn.myelearning.org/pluginfile.php/439/mod_page/content/17/strategies.pdf
http://nelearn.myelearning.org/pluginfile.php/439/mod_page/content/17/strategies.pdf
http://nelearn.myelearning.org/pluginfile.php/439/mod_page/content/17/strategies.pdf
http://nelearn.myelearning.org/pluginfile.php/439/mod_page/content/17/strategies.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://www.exemplars.com/resources/formative-assessment/tools-for-teachers-and-students
http://www.exemplars.com/resources/formative-assessment/tools-for-teachers-and-students
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
https://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/checking-for-understanding-techniques.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/checking-for-understanding-techniques.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/checking-for-understanding-techniques.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/checking-for-understanding-techniques.pdf
https://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/checking-for-understanding-techniques.pdf
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/27-simple-ways-check-understanding/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/27-simple-ways-check-understanding/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/27-simple-ways-check-understanding/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
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Monitoring Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

 • 10 Assessments 
You Can Perform 
in 90 Seconds 
(TeachThought) 

Related Books: 
• Formative Assessment 

& Standards-Based 
Grading 
by Robert Marzano 

 
• Seven Strategies of 

Assessment For 
Learning 
by Jan Chappuis 

o Study Guide 

 

Student Self-Assessment 

Self-assessment is a key element in learning. 
Student self-assessment is the process by 
which the student gathers information 
about and reflects on his or her own 
learning. It is the student’s own assessment 
of personal progress in knowledge, skills, 
processes or attitudes. 

 
Self-assessment leads a student to greater 
awareness and understanding of himself or 
herself as a learner. Research has shown 
that students who self-assess become more 
engaged with the curriculum. 

 
Students who self-monitor their progress 
toward mastery of content standards have 
demonstrated the largest gains as 
measured by pre- and post-assessment. It 
has also been found that student self- 
assessment has a positive impact on low- 
achieving students who had economic 
disadvantages. 

• Grade Analysis and 
Goal Setting Template 
(Oregon State University) 

• Indicators in Action: 
1. Student Learning 

Plan 
2. Student Learning 

Report 
(Indistar templates) 

 
• Student Data 

Notebook Resources 
(MCPS) 

 
• Rubistar Rubric Maker 

 
• Sample Student 

Mastery Tracking 
Sheet 

 
• Strategies to Enhance 

Student Self- 
Assessment 
(Assessment for 
Learning) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-assessments-you-can-perform-in-90-seconds/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-assessments-you-can-perform-in-90-seconds/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-assessments-you-can-perform-in-90-seconds/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-assessments-you-can-perform-in-90-seconds/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/10-assessments-you-can-perform-in-90-seconds/
http://www.marzanoresearch.com/formative-assessment-standards-based-grading
http://www.marzanoresearch.com/formative-assessment-standards-based-grading
http://www.marzanoresearch.com/formative-assessment-standards-based-grading
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
http://ati.pearson.com/downloads/SevenStrategies_StudyGuide_web.pdf
http://success.oregonstate.edu/sites/success.oregonstate.edu/files/LearningCorner/Tools/grade_calculator_and_analysis.pdf
http://success.oregonstate.edu/sites/success.oregonstate.edu/files/LearningCorner/Tools/grade_calculator_and_analysis.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Plan.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Plan.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Report.doc
http://www.indistar.org/action/ADI_Documents/Student_Learning_Report.doc
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/baldrige/staff/addresources.shtm
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/baldrige/staff/addresources.shtm
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Sample%20Student%20Mastery%20Tracking%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Sample%20Student%20Mastery%20Tracking%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Sample%20Student%20Mastery%20Tracking%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.assessmentforlearning.edu.au/professional_learning/student_self-assessment/student_strategies_enhance.html
http://www.assessmentforlearning.edu.au/professional_learning/student_self-assessment/student_strategies_enhance.html
http://www.assessmentforlearning.edu.au/professional_learning/student_self-assessment/student_strategies_enhance.html
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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Monitoring Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Providing students with skills to self-assess 
and teaching them to think about their 
own thinking (metacognition) aids in 
student achievement. When rubrics are 
provided and peer-assessment is used, 
some students have had significant 
learning gains (Chappuis, 2009). 

• Structures for Student 
Self-Assessment 
(Foundation for Critical 
Thinking) 

• Student-Centered 
Assessment Resources 
(Students at the Center) 

 

Guiding Questions: 
• What tools can be provided to students 

to self-assess their progress toward 
mastery of content standards? 

• How do rubrics play a role in supporting 
students in their self-assessment 
processes? 

• How can instructional plans incorporate 
modeling and supporting peer- 
assessment? 

• How can students self-assess their status 
on the learning target? 

• Student Profile: A Self- 
Directed Learner 
(Teaching Channel 
Video) 

 
• Student Self- 

Assessment 
(Ontario Schools) 

• Student Self- 
Assessment: The Key 
to Stronger Student 
Motivation and Higher 
Achievement 
(Educational Horizons) 

 • Student Self- 
Assessment tools 
(Exemplars K-12) 

 Related Books: 
• Seven Strategies of 

Assessment for 
Learning 
by Jan Chappuis 

 
• Student-Centered 

Classroom 
Assessment, 
by Richard J. Stiggins 

Assess Summatively • Every Teacher’s Guide 
to Assessment 
(Edudemic) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

Where formative assessment provides a 
snapshot or “in process” view of student 
learning, summative assessment provides a 

Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 

https://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/structures-for-student-self-assessment/458
https://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/structures-for-student-self-assessment/458
http://www.studentsatthecenter.org/resources/student-centered-assessment-resources
http://www.studentsatthecenter.org/resources/student-centered-assessment-resources
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/self-directed-learner-ntn
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/self-directed-learner-ntn
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/studentselfassessment.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/studentselfassessment.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ815370.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ815370.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ815370.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ815370.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ815370.pdf
http://www.exemplars.com/resources/formative-assessment/tools-for-teachers-student-self-assessment
http://www.exemplars.com/resources/formative-assessment/tools-for-teachers-student-self-assessment
https://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
https://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
https://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
https://files.nwesd.org/depts/eadmin/Admin_Website/CIT-CL/LiteratureReference/JournalArticles/Student-Centered-Classroom-Assessment_Stiggins.pdf
https://files.nwesd.org/depts/eadmin/Admin_Website/CIT-CL/LiteratureReference/JournalArticles/Student-Centered-Classroom-Assessment_Stiggins.pdf
https://files.nwesd.org/depts/eadmin/Admin_Website/CIT-CL/LiteratureReference/JournalArticles/Student-Centered-Classroom-Assessment_Stiggins.pdf
http://www.edudemic.com/summative-and-formative-assessments/
http://www.edudemic.com/summative-and-formative-assessments/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Monitoring Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

final look at student learning at the end of 
a unit or course. 

 
Summative assessment may be, among 
other things, a unit or benchmark 
assessment, a performance task, a term 
paper, or a state, national, or international 
assessment. 

 
By administering summative assessments, 
teachers can quantify the learning that 
took place during the learning cycle. 

 
Summative assessments provide the 
teacher with information that will guide 
instructional planning and the student with 
information that will guide future learning. 

 
Item analysis of achievement provides 
feedback on the assessment itself, 
informing teachers of possible adjustment 
to the assessment design. 

• Georgia Milestones 
Assessment System 

• NAEP Questions Tool 
 

• Summative 
Assessment 
(Great Schools 
Partnership) 

 
Related Books: 
• Assignments Matter: 

Making the 
Connections That 
Help Students Meet 
Standards 
by Eleanor Dougherty 

 
• Rethinking Grading: 

Meaningful 
Assessment for 
Standards-Based 
Learning 
by Cathy Vatterott 

of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 
assessments aligned 
with the required 
standards to monitor 
student progress, inform 
instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

Guiding Questions 
• How is summative achievement data 

used to inform instruction? 
• Why should collaborative planning 

teams develop common summative 
assessments aligned to the standards? 

• How can students use summative 
assessments to monitor their progress 
toward mastery of the content 
standards? 

  

Analyze: Identify Strengths and Gaps 

Analyze Student Work • Critical Friends: 
Looking at Student 
Work 
(Teaching Channel 
Video) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

Analyzing student work in collaborative 
teams provides educators with an in-depth 
look at the effectiveness of their 

Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/
http://edglossary.org/summative-assessment/
http://edglossary.org/summative-assessment/
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/reflection-on-student-work-ntn
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/reflection-on-student-work-ntn
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/reflection-on-student-work-ntn
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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instructional practices aligned to content 
standards and student learning. 

 
Analysis should focus on improving student 
learning by: 

1. Identifying gaps between student 
performance and learning targets 

2. Create a shared understanding of 
the standards 

3. Discussing instructional strategies to 
improve student achievement 

 
Analyzing student work is best supported 
through the use of protocols. Protocols are 
vehicles for building the skills and culture 
necessary for collaborative work. Thus, 
using protocols often allows groups to build 
trust. 

 
 
Guiding Questions: 
• Did each student meet the learning 
targets? If so, how did they meet the 
targets? 

• In what areas did students have 
difficulty? 

• Were the adaptations/accommodations 
for the lesson appropriate? Why or why 
not? 

• Was the assessment appropriate for all 
students? Why or why not? 

• A Teacher’s Toolkit for 
Collecting and 
Analyzing Data on 
Instructional Strategies 
(Institute of Education 
Sciences) 

 
• Looking at Student 

Work Methods and 
Protocols 

 
• Quick Sort Protocol 

(The Literacy Coach’s 
Game Plan) 

 
• Using Student Data to 

Assess Strengths and 
Weaknesses 
(Indistar) 

 
Related Books: 
• Assignments Matter: 

Making the 
Connections That 
Help Students Meet 
Standards 
by Eleanor Dougherty 

 
• Rethinking Grading: 

Meaningful 
Assessment for 
Standards-Based 
Learning 
by Cathy Vatterott 

including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 
assessments aligned 
with the required 
standards to monitor 
student progress, inform 
instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

 
Assessment Standard 4: 
Implements a process 
to collaboratively 
analyze assessment 
results to adjust 
instruction 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 4: 
Uses multiple 
professional learning 
designs to support the 
various learning needs 
of the staff 

 
Leadership Standard 4: 
Uses processes to 
systematically analyze 
data to improve 
student achievement 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

Examine Learning Progressions 

A learning progression is a pathway that 
students travel as they progress toward 

• Assessing with 
Learning Progressions 
in Science 
(Math Science 
Partnership PPT) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://www.lasw.org/methods.html
http://www.lasw.org/methods.html
https://formativecoaching.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/quick-sort-protocol-tool-for-literacy-12.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/app/wiseways/106.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/app/wiseways/106.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/app/wiseways/106.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Assignments-Matter.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Rethinking-Grading.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.onrc.washington.edu/Outreach/RuralMathDocs/DevelopingLearningProgressionDocs.pdf
http://www.onrc.washington.edu/Outreach/RuralMathDocs/DevelopingLearningProgressionDocs.pdf
http://www.onrc.washington.edu/Outreach/RuralMathDocs/DevelopingLearningProgressionDocs.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf


System for Effective School Instruction 
MONITOR 

“Ensure Student Success” 

Georgia Department of Education 
Rev. August 2023 ● Page 66 of 85 

 

 

 

Monitoring Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

mastery of the skills needed for career and 
college readiness. 

 
Each pathway follows a progression 
composed of a collection of building 
blocks that are defined by the content 
standards for a subject. 

 
Ultimately, learning progressions provide 
teachers with the opportunity to determine 
whether students have navigated 
successfully through the standards and are 
able to move forward along the road to 
college and career readiness. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• How do learning progressions assist in 

establishing individual student learning 
goals? 

• How can students use learning 
progressions to self-assess? 

• Georgia Milestones 
Achievement Level 
Descriptors 

 
• Learning Progressions 

for ELA 

• Learning Progressions 
for Mathematics 

 
•  Science Standards for 

Georgia’s Next 
Generation 
(Ga. Science Teachers 
Assoc.) 

 
Related Books: 
• Writing Pathways: 

Performance 
Assessments and 
Learning Progressions, 
Grades K-8 
by Lucy Calkins 

assessments aligned 
with the required 
standards to monitor 
student progress, inform 
instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

Review Summative Data 

Summative Assessment takes place at the 
end of a large chunk of learning, with the 
results being primarily for the teacher's or 
school's use. 

 
Summative Assessment tends to have the 
least impact on improving an individual 
student's understanding or performance. 

 
Students and teachers can use the results 
of Summative Assessments to see where 
the student's performance lies compared 
either to a standard or to a group of 
students. 

• Data Mining Protocol 
 
• GaDOE SLDS 
 
• Instructional 

Improvement Cycle: A 
Teacher’s Toolkit for 
Collecting and 
Analyzing Data on 
Instructional Strategies 
(Institute on Education 
Sciences) 

 
• Periodic Assessment 

Video Series 
(Indistar) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 3: 
Uses common 
assessments aligned 
with the required 
standards to monitor 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-ALD.aspx
http://www.naacpartners.org/publications/ELA_LPF_12.2011_final.pdf
http://www.naacpartners.org/publications/ELA_LPF_12.2011_final.pdf
http://www.nciea.org/publications/Math_LPF_KH11.pdf
http://www.nciea.org/publications/Math_LPF_KH11.pdf
http://georgiascienceteacher.org/Next-Gen-FAQs
http://georgiascienceteacher.org/Next-Gen-FAQs
http://georgiascienceteacher.org/Next-Gen-FAQs
https://prezi.com/2fvlskk1-crp/lucy-calkins-writing-pathways/
https://prezi.com/2fvlskk1-crp/lucy-calkins-writing-pathways/
https://prezi.com/2fvlskk1-crp/lucy-calkins-writing-pathways/
https://prezi.com/2fvlskk1-crp/lucy-calkins-writing-pathways/
https://prezi.com/2fvlskk1-crp/lucy-calkins-writing-pathways/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Data%20Mining%20Protocol%2C%20SRI.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/SLDS.aspx
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=7
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=7
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Teachers and schools can use these 
assessments to identify strengths and 
weaknesses of curriculum and instruction, 
with improvements affecting the next 
year's or term's students. 

Guiding Questions: 
• How is summative achievement data 

used to inform instruction? 
• How should collaborative planning 

teams use trend data? 

• Practitioner Data Use 
in Schools: Workshop 
Toolkit 
(WestED) 

student progress, inform 
instruction, and improve 
teacher practices 

Assessment Standard 4: 
Implements a process 
to collaboratively 
analyze assessment 
results to adjust 
instruction 

 
Leadership Standard 4: 
Uses processes to 
systematically analyze 
data to improve 
student achievement 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

Assign and Assess Homework 

Homework, or a homework assignment, is a 
set of tasks assigned to students by their 
teachers to be completed outside the 
class. 

 
Research-Based Guidelines for Homework: 
• Assign purposeful homework. Legitimate 

purposes for homework include 
introducing new content, practicing a 
skill or process that students can do 
independently but not fluently, 
elaborating on information that has 
been addressed in class to deepen 
students' knowledge, and providing 
opportunities for students to explore 
topics of their own interest. 

• Homework should support the grade 
level or course standards. 

• For students in the earliest grades, it 
should foster positive attitudes, habits, 
and character traits; permit appropriate 
parent involvement; and reinforce 

• Developing a 
Comprehensive 
Homework Policy 
(NAESP) 

 
• Find A Book 

(The Lexile Framework for 
Reading) Generates a 
personalized reading list 
tailored to a student’s 
interests and reading 
level. 

 
• Instruction: Parent 

Communication & 
Homework Video 
Series 

 
• GaDOE Parent 

Engagement Program 
Webinars: 
• Homework: Including 

Parents in the Process: 
Module 4 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 2: 
Uses a balanced system 
of assessments 
including diagnostic, 
formative, and 
summative to monitor 
learning and inform 
instruction 

 
Assessment Standard 5: 
Implements grading 
practices that provide 
an accurate indication 
of student progress on 
the required standards 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 

http://www.wested.org/resources/datauseinschoolstoolkit/
http://www.wested.org/resources/datauseinschoolstoolkit/
http://www.wested.org/resources/datauseinschoolstoolkit/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
https://www.naesp.org/resources/2/Principal/2005/J-Fp36.pdf
https://www.naesp.org/resources/2/Principal/2005/J-Fp36.pdf
https://www.naesp.org/resources/2/Principal/2005/J-Fp36.pdf
https://www.lexile.com/fab/ga/
https://www.lexile.com/fab/ga/
https://www.lexile.com/fab/ga/
https://www.lexile.com/fab/ga/
http://www.indistar.org/action/Instruction/ID/ID_3/
http://www.indistar.org/action/Instruction/ID/ID_3/
http://www.indistar.org/action/Instruction/ID/ID_3/
http://www.indistar.org/action/Instruction/ID/ID_3/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program-Workshop-Templates.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program-Workshop-Templates.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program-Workshop-Templates.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Parents%20and%20Homework-Module%204.zip
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Parents%20and%20Homework-Module%204.zip
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Parents%20and%20Homework-Module%204.zip
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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learning of simple skills introduced in 
class. 

• For students in upper elementary grades, 
it should play a more direct role in 
fostering improved school achievement. 

• In 6th grade and beyond, homework 
should play an important role in 
improving standardized test scores and 
grades. 

• Homework should take no longer than 5 
to 10 minutes per subject in elementary 
grades, whereas 30 to 60 minutes might 
be appropriate for college-bound high 
school students. 

• Involve parents in appropriate ways (for 
example, as a sounding board to help 
students summarize what they learned 
from the homework) without requiring 
parents to act as teachers or to police 
students' homework completion. 

• Design homework to maximize the 
chances that students will complete it. 
For example, ensure that homework is at 
the appropriate level of difficulty. 
Students should be able to complete 
homework assignments independently 
with relatively high success rates, but 
they should still find the assignments 
challenging enough to be interesting. 

Guiding Questions: 
• What structure is in place to assure a 

consistency in homework practices 
across the school? 

• How are homework assignments used to 
enhance student learning? 

• Homework and Study 
Habits 

 
• Good Homework 

Policy 
(Principal) 

 
• Lexile Summer 

Reading Program 
(The Lexile Framework 
for Reading) 

 
• Research Spotlight on 

Homework 
(NEA) 

 
• Open Assessment to 

Instruction with the 
World's Largest K-12 
Resource Library 
(OpenEd) 
Assessments, videos and 
homework  

 
• The Case For and 

Against Homework 
(ASCD) 

actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Family and Community 
Engagement Standard 
4: 
Communicates 
academic 
expectations and 
current student 
achievement status to 
families 

Family and Community 
Engagement Standard 
5: 
Develops the capacity 
of families to use 
support strategies at 
home that will enhance 
academic 
achievement 

Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

Provide Feedback 
Provide Standards-based 
Student Feedback 

• Are Students Getting 
Enough Feedback? 
Six Questions Teachers 
Should Ask 
(Education World) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

http://archives.gadoe.org/DMGetDocument.aspx/Homework%20and%20Study%20Habits.zip?p=6CC6799F8C1371F6711446FB6C4B105D221F38D7C2BC8D83C0575065788C84F1&Type=D
http://archives.gadoe.org/DMGetDocument.aspx/Homework%20and%20Study%20Habits.zip?p=6CC6799F8C1371F6711446FB6C4B105D221F38D7C2BC8D83C0575065788C84F1&Type=D
http://www.teachit.so/index_htm_files/homeworkprotheroe.pdf
http://www.teachit.so/index_htm_files/homeworkprotheroe.pdf
https://www.lexile.com/using-lexile/summer-reading/
https://www.lexile.com/using-lexile/summer-reading/
https://www.nea.org/tools/16938.htm#.VZm7G2JBbG0.mailto
https://www.nea.org/tools/16938.htm#.VZm7G2JBbG0.mailto
https://www.opened.com/
https://www.opened.com/
https://www.opened.com/
https://www.opened.com/
https://www.opened.com/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar07/vol64/num06/The-Case-For-and-Against-Homework.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar07/vol64/num06/The-Case-For-and-Against-Homework.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/improve-student-feedback-assessment-achievement.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/improve-student-feedback-assessment-achievement.shtml
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Standards-based student feedback helps a 
learner identify where they are now with 
respect to where they are going (the 
standard) and prompts further learning. 

Effective student feedback is directly 
aligned to a learning target from the 
standard; describes the student’s strengths 
and their progress toward the learning 
target; and provides prioritized next steps 
for the learner. 

 
Guiding Questions: 
• Why should student feedback connect 

to the standards? 
• When do students receive feedback on 

their progress? 
• What forms does feedback take in the 

classroom? 
• What are students expected to do as a 

result of feedback? 
• How is success feedback given to 

students? 
• What forms of intervention feedback are 

used? 
• How can traditionally graded 

assignments or quizzes be converted to 
opportunities for feedback alone? 

• Effective Feedback 
–(Visible Learning Plus) 

 
• Feedback from 

Teachers to Students 
(PPT) 

 
• Feedback in Schools 

(Visible Learning Plus) 
 
• GaDOE Standards- 

Based Student 
Feedback (PPT) 

 
• GaDOE What is 

Effective Student 
Feedback (PPT) 

 
• GA FIP PL Module 

FP1004: Analyzing 
Data and Providing 
Effective Feedback 
(Facilitators Materials 
available in FIP Learning 
Resources link, Module 4) 

 
• “How Am I Doing?” – 

Assessment and 
Feedback to Learners 
(Suffolk County Council) 

• How I Learned to be 
Strategic About 
Writing Comments 
(Ed Leadership April ’16) 

 
• Pupils Learning from 

Teachers’ Responses 
(Association for 
Achievement and 
Improvement through 
Assessment) 

Instruction Standard 7: 
Provides feedback to 
students on their 
performance on the 
standards or learning 
targets 

 
Instruction Standard 8: 
Establishes a learning 
environment that 
empowers students to 
actively monitor their 
own progress 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://visiblelearningplus.com/search/content/feedback
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Feedback%20from%20Teachers%20to%20Students.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Feedback%20from%20Teachers%20to%20Students.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Feedback%20from%20Teachers%20to%20Students.pdf
http://visiblelearningplus.com/sites/default/files/Feedback%20article.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Standards-Based%20Student%20Feedback.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Standards-Based%20Student%20Feedback.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Standards-Based%20Student%20Feedback.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20What%20is%20Effective%20Student%20Feedback.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20What%20is%20Effective%20Student%20Feedback.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20What%20is%20Effective%20Student%20Feedback.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://docplayer.net/15107755-How-am-i-doing-assessment-and-feedback-to-learners.html
http://docplayer.net/15107755-How-am-i-doing-assessment-and-feedback-to-learners.html
http://docplayer.net/15107755-How-am-i-doing-assessment-and-feedback-to-learners.html
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr16/vol73/num07/How-I-Learned-to-Be-Strategic-about-Writing-Comments.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr16/vol73/num07/How-I-Learned-to-Be-Strategic-about-Writing-Comments.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr16/vol73/num07/How-I-Learned-to-Be-Strategic-about-Writing-Comments.aspx
https://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/secondary/math/download/file/Pupils%20Learning%20from%20Teachers%27%20Responses.pdf
https://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/secondary/math/download/file/Pupils%20Learning%20from%20Teachers%27%20Responses.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf


System for Effective School Instruction 
MONITOR 

“Ensure Student Success” 

Georgia Department of Education 
Rev. August 2023 ● Page 70 of 85 

 

 

 

Monitoring Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

 • Seven Keys to 
Effective Feedback 
(ASCD) 

 
• The Secret of Effective 

Feedback 
(Ed Leadership April ’16) 

 
• The Power of 

Feedback 
(American Educational 
Research Association) 

 
Related Books: 
• Seven Strategies of 

Assessment for 
Learning 
by Jan Chappuis 
Ch. 3: Where am I now? 
Effective Feedback 
o Study Guide 

• How To Give Effective 
Feedback To Your 
Students 
by Susan M Brookhart 
o Study Guide 

 

Monitor and Provide Instructional 
Feedback to Teachers 

Instructional Feedback provides specific 
information regarding particular aspects of 
a teacher’s classroom performance and 
about how to proceed. 

 
Effective instructional feedback can come 
from administrative observations, 
instructional coach observations or peer 
focus walks. 

Instructional feedback is a non-evaluative 
way to assist classroom teachers in 
reflecting on their instructional practices 

• Bill Gates Ted Talk 
video: Teachers Need 
Real Feedback 

 
• Classroom 

Observation Checklist 
Development Process 
(Indiana DOE) 

 
• GaDOE Fostering 

Continuous 
Instructional 
Improvement PPT 

• GaDOE GSE High 
Impact Practices 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

Leadership Standard 7: 
Monitors and evaluates 
the performance of 
teachers and other staff 
using multiple data 
sources 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 1: 
Aligns professional 
learning with needs 
identified through 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept12/vol70/num01/Seven-Keys-to-Effective-Feedback.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept12/vol70/num01/Seven-Keys-to-Effective-Feedback.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept12/vol70/num01/Seven-Keys-to-Effective-Feedback.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr16/vol73/num07/The-Secret-of-Effective-Feedback.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/apr16/vol73/num07/The-Secret-of-Effective-Feedback.aspx
http://education.qld.gov.au/staff/development/performance/resources/readings/power-feedback.pdf
http://education.qld.gov.au/staff/development/performance/resources/readings/power-feedback.pdf
https://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
https://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
https://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/product/Seven-Strategies-of-Assessment-for-Learning/9780133366440.page
http://ati.pearson.com/downloads/SevenStrategies_StudyGuide_web.pdf
http://shop.ascd.org/Default.aspx?TabID=55&ProductId=971&How-to-give-effective-feedback-to-your-students
http://shop.ascd.org/Default.aspx?TabID=55&ProductId=971&How-to-give-effective-feedback-to-your-students
http://shop.ascd.org/Default.aspx?TabID=55&ProductId=971&How-to-give-effective-feedback-to-your-students
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108019/chapters/An-ASCD-Study-Guide-for-How-to-Give-Effective-Feedback-to-Your-Students.aspx
http://www.ted.com/talks/bill_gates_teachers_need_real_feedback
http://www.ted.com/talks/bill_gates_teachers_need_real_feedback
http://www.ted.com/talks/bill_gates_teachers_need_real_feedback
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/turnaround-principles/classroom-walkthrough-development-samples.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/turnaround-principles/classroom-walkthrough-development-samples.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/turnaround-principles/classroom-walkthrough-development-samples.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Fostering%20Continuous%20Instructional%20Improvement.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Fostering%20Continuous%20Instructional%20Improvement.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Fostering%20Continuous%20Instructional%20Improvement.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Fostering%20Continuous%20Instructional%20Improvement.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20GSE%20High%20Impact%20Practices%20Rubric.Standards-Based%20Classrooms.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20GSE%20High%20Impact%20Practices%20Rubric.Standards-Based%20Classrooms.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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and build upon their professional 
improvement plans. 

 
 
Guiding Questions: 
• Is feedback provided to teachers in a 

timely manner? 
• Does the feedback direct attention to 

strengths and offer one or two next steps 
to guide improvement? 

• Do teachers reflect on feedback and 
make adjustments to their instructional 
practice? 

• How is the feedback communicated? 
• Is the feedback aligned to collaborative 

goals? 

Rubric for Standards- 
based Classrooms 

 
• Instructional Strategies 

Focus Walk Sample 
(Albany HS, Dougherty 
County) 

 
• Instructional 

Walkthrough Tools (RTI) 

• Instructional Coach 
Weekly Calendar 
(Literacy Coaching 
Clearinghouse) 

 
• Giving Teachers 

Feedback: 5 Essential 
Practices 
(Education First) 

 
• GaDOE Monitoring for 

an Effective Three-Part 
Lesson 

• GaDOE Observation & 
Feedback (PPT) 

 
• GaDOE Sample 

Instructional Coaches 
Schedule 

 
• GaDOE Standards for 

Mathematics 
Practices Look-Fors 
Aligned to TKES 
Standards 

• Seven Keys to 
Effective Feedback 
(ASCD) 

• Six Steps for Effective 
Feedback (video) 

analysis of a variety of 
data 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 2: 
Establishes a culture of 
collaboration among 
administrators and staff 
to enhance individual 
and collective 
performance 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 4: 
Uses multiple 
professional learning 
designs to support the 
various learning needs 
of the staff 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20GSE%20High%20Impact%20Practices%20Rubric.Standards-Based%20Classrooms.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20GSE%20High%20Impact%20Practices%20Rubric.Standards-Based%20Classrooms.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Principal-to-Principal%20Webinar%20Series/Focus%20Walk%20-%20Instructional%20Strategies%20template.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Principal-to-Principal%20Webinar%20Series/Focus%20Walk%20-%20Instructional%20Strategies%20template.docx
http://buildingrti.utexas.org/resource-pages/instructional-walkthrough-tools
http://buildingrti.utexas.org/resource-pages/instructional-walkthrough-tools
http://www.literacycoachingonline.org/briefs/tools/tool_weekly_calendar_1.11.09.pdf
http://www.literacycoachingonline.org/briefs/tools/tool_weekly_calendar_1.11.09.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Monitoring%20for%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Monitoring%20for%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Monitoring%20for%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Observation%20and%20Feedback.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Observation%20and%20Feedback.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Instructional%20Coaches%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Instructional%20Coaches%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Instructional%20Coaches%20Schedule.pdf
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/file/view/%2310%2BSMP%2BLook%2BFors.docx/586383319/%2310%20SMP%20Look%20Fors.docx
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/file/view/%2310%2BSMP%2BLook%2BFors.docx/586383319/%2310%20SMP%20Look%20Fors.docx
http://ccgpsmathematicsk-5.wikispaces.com/file/view/%2310%2BSMP%2BLook%2BFors.docx/586383319/%2310%20SMP%20Look%20Fors.docx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept12/vol70/num01/Seven-Keys-to-Effective-Feedback.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept12/vol70/num01/Seven-Keys-to-Effective-Feedback.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBBlhoFfqwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBBlhoFfqwk
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 • Standards for 
Mathematical 
Practice 
Observation Tool 
(Institute for 
Advanced Study/Park 
City Mathematics 
Institute) 

 
• The Art of Feedback 

(Learning Forward) 
 
• The Power of 

Feedback 
(American Educational 
Research Association) 

 
Related Books: 
• Formative Classroom 

Walkthroughs: How 
Principals and 
Teachers Collaborate 
to Raise Student 
Achievement 
by Connie Moss & Susan 
M. Brookhart 

• Study Guide 
 
• Instructional 

Coaching Resources 
by Jim Knight 

 
• Leverage Leadership 

[Chapter 2] by Paul 
Bambrick-Santoyo 

 

Adjust: Intervene & Enrich 
Provide Interventions for 
Struggling Students 

Students who require interventions are most 
often regular education students who 
exhibit academic deficiencies that 

• Academic 
Intervention Planner 
for Struggling Students 
(Intervention Central) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Standards%20for%20Mathematical%20Practice%20Observation%20Tool.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Standards%20for%20Mathematical%20Practice%20Observation%20Tool.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Standards%20for%20Mathematical%20Practice%20Observation%20Tool.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Standards%20for%20Mathematical%20Practice%20Observation%20Tool.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/Standards%20for%20Mathematical%20Practice%20Observation%20Tool.pdf
http://learningforward.org/docs/learning-system/2012_volume7_no4.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ronashkenas/2015/05/29/three-simple-steps-to-more-honest-performance-feedback/
http://rer.sagepub.com/content/77/1/81.abstract
http://rer.sagepub.com/content/77/1/81.abstract
http://rer.sagepub.com/content/77/1/81.abstract
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Formative-Classroom-Walkthroughs.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Formative-Classroom-Walkthroughs.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Formative-Classroom-Walkthroughs.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Formative-Classroom-Walkthroughs.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Formative-Classroom-Walkthroughs.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Formative-Classroom-Walkthroughs.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/115003/chapters/An-ASCD-Study-Guide-for-Formative-Classroom-Walkthroughs%40-How-Principals-and-Teachers-Collaborate-to-Raise-Student-Achievement.aspx
http://instructionalcoaching.com/resources/
http://instructionalcoaching.com/resources/
http://www.uncommonschools.org/node/2186
http://www.interventioncentral.org/tools/academic-intervention-planner-struggling-students
http://www.interventioncentral.org/tools/academic-intervention-planner-struggling-students
http://www.interventioncentral.org/tools/academic-intervention-planner-struggling-students
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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significantly impact their classroom 
functioning or school performance. 
Interventions for struggling students could 
include any of the following: organization 
of materials and work, time management, 
homework consistency, study strategies, 
note taking skills, planning and executing 
long term projects, review of specific 
concepts taught in class, etc. 

An academic intervention is a strategy 
used to teach a new skill, build fluency in a 
skill, or encourage a child to apply an 
existing skill to new situations or settings. An 
intervention can be thought of as “a set of 
actions that, when taken, have 
demonstrated ability to change a fixed 
educational trajectory” (Methe & Riley- 
Tillman, 2008; p. 37). As an example of an 
academic intervention, the teacher may 
select the “GIST” strategy, in which the 
student is taught to locate or generate 
main idea sentences for each paragraph 
in a passage and record those ‘gist’ 
sentences for later review. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

• What data should be used to identify 
students who require interventions? 

• What results or student outcomes are 
expected as a result of academic or 
behavioral interventions for identified 
student? 

• What is the process for implementing 
schoolwide interventions? 

• Assisting Students 
Struggling with 
Mathematics: 
Response to 
Intervention (RtI) for 
Elementary and 
Middle Schools 
(Institute of Education 
Sciences) 

 
• Best Practices in 

Planning Interventions 
for Students With 
Reading Problems 
(Reading Rockets) 

 
• Evidence Based 

Intervention Network 
(University of Missouri) 

• Georgia Virtual 
Learning 

 
• GaDOE Early 

Intervention Program 
 
• GaDOE ESOL 

 
• GaDOE RTI 

 
• GA FIP PL Modules: 

Reaching Students 
with Disabilities, 
FP1082 & Reaching 
ELL Learners, FP1080 
(Facilitators Materials 
available in FIP Learning 
Resources link, Reaching Every 
Student Modules) 

 
• Intervention Central: 

Your Source for RTI 
Resources 

that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

 
Instruction Standard 7: 
Provides feedback to 
students on their 
performance on the 
standards or learning 
targets 

 
Instruction Standard 9: 
Provides timely, 
systematic, data-driven 
interventions 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=2
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=2
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=2
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=2
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=2
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=2
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide.aspx?sid=2
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/best-practices-planning-interventions-students-reading-problems
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/best-practices-planning-interventions-students-reading-problems
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/best-practices-planning-interventions-students-reading-problems
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/best-practices-planning-interventions-students-reading-problems
http://ebi.missouri.edu/?page_id=223
http://ebi.missouri.edu/?page_id=223
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/
http://www.gavirtuallearning.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Early-Intervention-Program.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Early-Intervention-Program.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/English-to-Speakers-of-Other-Languages-(ESOL)-and-Title-III.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Response-to-Intervention.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.interventioncentral.org/
http://www.interventioncentral.org/
http://www.interventioncentral.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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 • National Center on 
Intensive Intervention - 
Samples of Tiered 
Support 

 
• Top 10 Instructional 

Strategies for 
Struggling Students 
(Leadership) 

Related Books: 
• Effective School 

Interventions: 
Evidence Based 
Strategies for 
Improving Outcomes 
by Natalie Rathvon 

 
• RTI Toolkit: A Practical 

Guide for Schools 
by Jim Wright 

 
• Strategies for 

Struggling Learners in 
the Era of CCSS & RTI 
by Jim Wright 

 

Enrich Students Who 
Have Met Standards 

Enrichment means that the student is 
working on a topic in more DEPTH, 
BREADTH, or COMPLEXITY than other 
students in the classroom. Students who are 
able to master the standards ahead of 
his/her classmates can devote more time 
to exploring topics of interest. 

 
Teachers can provide extended learning 
opportunities and expand upon the basic 
learning targets to provide a richer 
experience for these students. Enrichment 
activities or projects must be purposeful, 
focused, and planned to benefit students. 

• Enrichment Tips 
(SEVA Council of Gifted 
Administrators) 

 
• Enrichment 

Instructional Strategies 
(Duke TIP) 

 
• GaDOE Gifted 

Education 
 
• GA FIP PL Module: 

Reaching Gifted 
Students FP1081 
(Facilitators Materials 
available in FIP Learning 
Resources link, Reaching Every 
Student Modules) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

Instruction Standard 4: 
Uses research-based 
instructional practices 
that positively impact 
student learning 

 
Instruction Standard 5: 
Differentiates instruction 
to meet specific 
learning needs of 
students 

 
Instruction Standard 7: 
Provides feedback to 

http://www.intensiveintervention.org/illustration-standards-relevant-instruction-across-levels-tiered-system
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/illustration-standards-relevant-instruction-across-levels-tiered-system
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/illustration-standards-relevant-instruction-across-levels-tiered-system
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/illustration-standards-relevant-instruction-across-levels-tiered-system
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ983557.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ983557.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ983557.pdf
http://www.guilford.com/books/Effective-School-Interventions/Natalie-Rathvon/9781572309678
http://www.guilford.com/books/Effective-School-Interventions/Natalie-Rathvon/9781572309678
http://www.guilford.com/books/Effective-School-Interventions/Natalie-Rathvon/9781572309678
http://www.guilford.com/books/Effective-School-Interventions/Natalie-Rathvon/9781572309678
http://www.guilford.com/books/Effective-School-Interventions/Natalie-Rathvon/9781572309678
https://www.interventioncentral.org/rti-toolkit-practical-guide-schools
https://www.interventioncentral.org/rti-toolkit-practical-guide-schools
http://www.interventioncentral.org/strategies-struggling-learners-era-ccss-rti
http://www.interventioncentral.org/strategies-struggling-learners-era-ccss-rti
http://www.interventioncentral.org/strategies-struggling-learners-era-ccss-rti
http://www.hampton.k12.va.us/departments/gifted/Enrichment%20Tips.pdf
http://www.hampton.k12.va.us/departments/gifted/Enrichment%20Tips.pdf
http://www.hampton.k12.va.us/departments/gifted/Enrichment%20Tips.pdf
https://tip.duke.edu/node/347
https://tip.duke.edu/node/347
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Gifted-Education.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Gifted-Education.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GeorgiaFIP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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Monitoring Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Enrichment experiences should be planned 
with students' particular needs and abilities 
in mind. Some common enrichment 
strategies include: Learning or Interest 
Centers, Independent Studies, Cross- 
curricular Projects, Problem-solving or 
Inquiry-based Activities, Mentorships, 
Learning Logs, Tiered Assignments, 
Specialized Grading Rubrics, Extension 
Activities, etc. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

• What results or student outcomes are 
expected as a result of enrichment? 

• What data is used to determine which 
students need enrichment? 

• What data is used to determine what 
content needs enriched? 

• What choices will the students have? In 
what topics or ideas have students 
expressed an interest? What would 
students like to learn more about, or 
have the opportunity to create? 

• Math Enrichment 
Topics 
(Mathwire) 

 
• Tips for Teachers – 

Enrichment 

students on their 
performance on the 
standards or learning 
targets 

 
Instruction Standard 9: 
Provides timely, 
systematic, data-driven 
interventions 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

http://www.mathwire.com/archives/enrichment.html#number
http://www.mathwire.com/archives/enrichment.html#number
http://www.etfo.ca/SiteCollectionDocuments/Publication%20Documents/Voice%20-%20School%20Year%202000-1/Spring%202001/Tips%20for%20Teachers%20-%20Enrichment.pdf
http://www.etfo.ca/SiteCollectionDocuments/Publication%20Documents/Voice%20-%20School%20Year%202000-1/Spring%202001/Tips%20for%20Teachers%20-%20Enrichment.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Instruction%20Strand.pdf
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As effective teachers and leaders assess entire chunks of teaching (like grade level lessons, 
units of content, course guides, etc.), they determine where the instruction went well and 
where it needs to be improved the next time it is taught. They do not merely teach the same 
thing, in the same way, each time; they look to improve their planning, delivery of instruction, 
and monitoring of their students’ mastery of the content. In this same way, leaders must assess 
the schoolwide instructional system for needed improvements. 

System for Effective School Instruction Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

System Assessment Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Reflect on What Did and Did Not Work 
Reflect on Practitioner Practices 

Reflecting on past practice can help 
schools gain insights about what was 
successful and what can be improved. 

 
Sources of reflection data can include, 
but are not limited to: 

• Learning Walks/Peer Observations 
• Focus Walk Data 
• Collaborative Planning 

Documentation 
• TAPS Observation Summary 
• LAPS Summary 
• G-SAPS Summary Report 

 
Learning Walks are a time for small groups 
of teachers to observe their peers in 
action. Learning Walks provide an 
opportunity for faculty members to learn 
from one another and improve their 
teaching practice. Informal, non- 
evaluative learning walks may be for a 
single purpose such as looking for 
compliance information or for ongoing 
professional development. They can focus 
on certain instructional practices to 
improve teaching such as questioning 
strategies, differentiated instruction, 
classroom management, cooperative 
learning, wait time, or classroom ecology. 
It is also a useful strategy to acclimate 
new teachers to schoolwide practices. 

• Classroom 
Observation Checklist 
Development Process 
(Indiana DOE) 

• Learning Walks: A 
Professional Learning 
Tool (Victoria State 
Government) 

• Learning Walkthrough 
Implementation 
Guide PPT (Ma. DOE) 

 
• The Learning Walk 

(Teaching Channel 
Video) 

 
• Peer Observation 
Protocols Jigsaw 
(SRI) 

 
• Reflections on 
Practice & Growth 
(Teaching Channel 
Video) 

 
• School Reflection 
Protocol 
(After Action Review) 

 
• School Reform 

Initiative (SRI) 
Protocols 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 4: 
Uses multiple 
professional learning 
designs to support the 
various learning needs 
of the staff 

Leadership Standard 7: 
Monitors and evaluates 
the performance of 
teachers and other staff 
using multiple data 
sources 

 
Leadership Standard 8: 
Provides ongoing 
support to teachers 
and other staff 

 
School Culture 
Standard 2: 
Establishes a culture of 
trust and respect that 
promotes positive 
interactions and a 
sense of community 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/turnaround-principles/classroom-walkthrough-development-samples.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/turnaround-principles/classroom-walkthrough-development-samples.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/turnaround-principles/classroom-walkthrough-development-samples.pdf
https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edulibrary/public/region/loddonmallee/lt-litlearningwalks.pdf
https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edulibrary/public/region/loddonmallee/lt-litlearningwalks.pdf
https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edulibrary/public/region/loddonmallee/lt-litlearningwalks.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/ese/programs/accountability/tools-and-resources/district-analysis-review-and-assistance/learning-walkthrough-implementation-guide.html
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/ese/programs/accountability/tools-and-resources/district-analysis-review-and-assistance/learning-walkthrough-implementation-guide.html
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/ese/programs/accountability/tools-and-resources/district-analysis-review-and-assistance/learning-walkthrough-implementation-guide.html
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/the-learning-walk
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Peer%20Observation%20Protocols%20Jigsaw%2C%20SRI.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Professional%20Learning/Peer%20Observation%20Protocols%20Jigsaw%2C%20SRI.pdf
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teacher-practice-growth-reflection
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teacher-practice-growth-reflection
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/74093A70-B3A9-4042-83F2-227FC789FDBD/0/SchoolReflectionProtocol.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/74093A70-B3A9-4042-83F2-227FC789FDBD/0/SchoolReflectionProtocol.pdf
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/protocols/
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/protocols/
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/protocols/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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System Assessment Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

The goal is to involve the entire faculty in 
the learning walk process to encourage 
discussion of effective teaching and 
learning strategies as well as developing 
practitioner self-reflection practices. 

• GaDOE TAPS 
Performance 
Standards 

 

Focus Walks - Administrators and 
Instructional Coaches use focus walks to 
look for evidence of professional learning 
implementation and effective teaching. 
Focus walks are non-evaluative and used 
to provide feedback to teachers for their 
professional growth. 

 
Guiding Question for Reflection: 

• To what extent did the whole class or 
group learn what you intended them 
to learn? Cite specific example and/or 
evidence. 

• What did you learn about your 
students as learners? 

• How well did your lesson support the 
diverse needs of your learners? 

• What changes, if any, might you make 
in: Planning, Management, Instruction, 
and/or Assessment? 

• What have you learned about yourself 
as a teacher/ Administrator? 

• What goals do you have for yourself as 
you plan future lessons/ School 
Improvement initiatives? 

• GaDOE LAPS 
Performance 
Standards 

 
• GaDOE School 
Organizer Calendar 

Related Books: 
• Leverage Leadership 

by Paul Bambrick- 
Santoyo 

 
• Teach, Reflect, Learn 

by Pete Hall and Alisa 
Simeral 

Analyze Student 
Assessment Data 

Assessing the outcome of student 
learning, using lagging or summative 
student data, allows teachers to adjust 
their instructional practices in planning for 
future classes/courses. 

• Assessment Design 
Toolkit 
(The Center on 
Standards & Assessment 
Implementation) 

 
• Coaches Help Mine 

the Data 
(Learning Forward) 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Assessment Standard 4: 
Implements a process 
to collaboratively 
analyze assessment 
results to adjust 
instruction 

Leadership Teams and Collaborative 
Planning Team should have processes in 

• Data Analysis Protocol 
for Teachers Leadership Standard 4: 

Uses processes to 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Documents/FY15%20TKES%20and%20LKES%20Documents/TAPS_Reference_Sheet%206-5-14.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Documents/FY15%20TKES%20and%20LKES%20Documents/TAPS_Reference_Sheet%206-5-14.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Documents/FY15%20TKES%20and%20LKES%20Documents/TAPS_Reference_Sheet%206-5-14.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Documents/FY15%20TKES%20and%20LKES%20Documents/D_LAPS%20Reference%20Sheet%20C2.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Documents/FY15%20TKES%20and%20LKES%20Documents/D_LAPS%20Reference%20Sheet%20C2.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Teacher-and-Leader-Effectiveness/Documents/FY15%20TKES%20and%20LKES%20Documents/D_LAPS%20Reference%20Sheet%20C2.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/School%20Organizer.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/School%20Organizer.pdf
http://www.uncommonschools.org/node/2186
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/115040/chapters/If-You-Can-Read-This%2C-Thank-a-Teacher.aspx
http://csai-online.org/spotlight/assessment-design-toolkit
http://csai-online.org/spotlight/assessment-design-toolkit
http://learningforward.org/docs/leading-teacher/feb08_killion.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://learningforward.org/docs/leading-teacher/feb08_killion.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
https://support.powerschool.com/repository/schoolnet/pdf/Data%20Analysis%20Protocol%20for%20Teachers.pdf
https://support.powerschool.com/repository/schoolnet/pdf/Data%20Analysis%20Protocol%20for%20Teachers.pdf
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System Assessment Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

place for regularly reviewing all sources of 
summative/lagging data. 

 
Analysis of these data sets should be used 
to revise the School Improvement Plan, 
Instructional Documents (Pacing Guides, 
Unit and Lesson Plans), and to determine 
professional development for individual 
teachers and/or schoolwide needs. 

 
Sources of Student Data: 

• CCRPI 
• Ga. Milestones EOC/EOG 
• Course Grades 
• AP 
• NAEP 
• SAT 
• ACT 
• PSAT 
• GAA 
• ACCESS 
• GKIDS 

 
CCRPI: The College and Career Ready 
Performance Index or CCRPI is a 
comprehensive school improvement, 
accountability, and communication 
platform for all educational stakeholders 
that will promote college and career 
readiness for all Georgia public school 
students. 

Guiding Question: 
• What is the process for analyzing 

student assessment data in 
collaborative planning meetings? 

• How are students involved in analyzing 
their assessment data? 

• How can this analysis benefit 
instruction? 

• Data Driven Meetings 
(Adapted from Solution 
Tree) 

 
• Data Protocols 

(Oakland USD) 
 
• GaDOE Instructional 

Improvement 
System (IIS) 
Data Analysis Tool on 
SLDS 

 
• Effective Practices for 

the CCRPI 
 
• GaDOE CCRPI- 

Accountability 
 
• GaDOE PSAT 

Information 
 
• GaDOE SLDS Training 

Resources 

• GaDOE Information 
on the National 
Association for 
Educational Progress 
(NAEP) 

 
• Periodic Assessment 

Video Series 
(Indistar) 

• Principal’s Playbook 
Data Protocols 
(Gaston CS) 

• Using Student 
Achievement Data to 
Support Instructional 
Planning (NAESP) 

systematically analyze 
data to improve 
student achievement 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/turnaround-principles/data-driven-meetings.doc
http://qualitycommunityschools.weebly.com/data-protocols.html
https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/IIS.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/IIS.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/IIS.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/IIS.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/IIS.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/CCRPI/Pages/CCRPI.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/CCRPI/Pages/CCRPI.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Accountability/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Accountability/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/PSAT-Information-for-School-.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/PSAT-Information-for-School-.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/SLDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/SLDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/NAEP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/NAEP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/NAEP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/NAEP.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/NAEP.aspx
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=7
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=7
https://gcsprincipalsplaybook.wikispaces.com/Data%2BProtocols
https://gcsprincipalsplaybook.wikispaces.com/Data%2BProtocols
http://www.naesp.org/sites/default/files/Student%20Achievement_blue.pdf
http://www.naesp.org/sites/default/files/Student%20Achievement_blue.pdf
http://www.naesp.org/sites/default/files/Student%20Achievement_blue.pdf
http://www.naesp.org/sites/default/files/Student%20Achievement_blue.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
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System Assessment Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Adjust Planning, Implementation and Monitoring 
Review & Adjust Collaborative 
Planning Documentation & 
Instructional Documents 

As lesson plans are implemented, review 
and adjustment will be necessary to 
monitor the plans. Successful teachers 
continually reflect and make changes to 
meet the needs of their diverse learners. 
Within the collaborative planning setting, it 
may be necessary to update documents 
that direct the work of the collaborative 
team, as well as the instructional 
documents that have been created. The 
school or district should set a timeline and 
a protocol for their revisions as part of the 
assessment of the total program. 

Guiding Question: 
• Why is it important to implement a 

process for ongoing review and 
revision of instructional documents? 

• What is the purpose of collaborative 
planning documentation? 

• Indicators in Action 
Templates 
(Indistar) 

 
• Instructional Planning 

Workbook 
(Indistar) 

 
• Team Planning and 

Reporting 
(New Jersey 
Department of 
Education) 

 
• What Works Best in 

Education: The Politics 
of Collaborative 
Expertise 
(Pearson) 

 
• Tools & Resources 

(All Things PLC) 
 
Related Books: 
• Peer Coaching to 

Enrich Professional 
Practice, School 
Culture, and Student 
Learning 
by Pam Robbins 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Leadership Standard 2: 
Initiates and manages 
change to improve 
staff performance and 
student learning 

 
Curriculum Standard 3: 
Uses a process to 
review curriculum 
documents to ensure 
alignment to the intent 
and rigor of the 
standards and revises 
as needed 

 
Assessment Standard 1: 
Aligns assessments with 
the required curriculum 
standards 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Assessment Strand 

http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/action/tools.html
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/Action/ADI_Documents/IPWorkbookFinalreg.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Staff/Teacher%20Tools/Chapter%2010.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/corporate/global/pearson-dot-com/files/hattie/150526_ExpertiseWEB_V1.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/corporate/global/pearson-dot-com/files/hattie/150526_ExpertiseWEB_V1.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/corporate/global/pearson-dot-com/files/hattie/150526_ExpertiseWEB_V1.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/corporate/global/pearson-dot-com/files/hattie/150526_ExpertiseWEB_V1.pdf
http://www.allthingsplc.info/tools-resources
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://ascd.org/Publications/Books/Overview/Peer-Coaching-to-Enrich-Professional-Practice-School-Culture-and-Student-Learning.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Assessment%20Strand.pdf
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System Assessment Strategies Sample Tools Alignment to 
School Standards 

Review & Adjust Schoolwide 
Instructional Framework 

Once a schoolwide instructional 
framework has been selected, it will be 
necessary to review and adjust the 
framework once it has been 
implemented. This process does not need 
to wait until the end of the year to make 
changes. It can be done at prescribed 
intervals. Communication with the 
administrators and staff will be crucial as 
changes are made to improve the 
framework. Input from all administrators 
and teachers will be important in making 
updates. 

 
Guiding Question: 
• Why is it important to implement a 

process for ongoing review and 
revision of the schoolwide instructional 
framework? 

• What is the purpose of a schoolwide 
instructional framework? 

• Align the Design 
(ASCD) 

 
• GaDOE Standards- 

based Classroom 
Instructional 
Frameworks 

• Insight Core 
Framework Rubric 
(Insight Education 
Group) 

• Instructional 
Framework Resources 
(The High School of 
Global Citizenship) 

 
• Common Instructional 

Framework 
(Jobs for the Future) 

 
• GaDOE Sample 

Schoolwide 
Instructional 
Framework 

 
• STEM GaDOE 

Frameworks of 
Instruction 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Leadership Standard 2: 
Initiates and manages 
change to improve 
staff performance and 
student learning 

 
Curriculum Standard 3: 
Uses a process to 
review curriculum 
documents to ensure 
alignment to the intent 
and rigor of the 
standards and revises 
as needed 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Curriculum Strand 

Review & Adjust the Process 
for Monitoring Collaborative 
Planning Teams 

It is critical to periodically review and 
adjust any process to make sure it is 
providing the desired results. The 
collaborative planning process is critical 
for effective teaching that results in 
increased student learning. This requires a 
review of the process to: 

• Determine what IS working within each 
collaborative planning team? 

• Instructional Practice 
Coaching Guide 
(Achieve the Core) 

 
• Tools and Resources 

(All things PLC) 
 
• Feedback Provided 

During Protocols 
(SRI) 

• Giving Teachers the 
Feedback and 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Leadership Standard 2: 
Initiates and manages 
change to improve 
staff performance and 
student learning 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 1: 
Aligns professional 
learning with needs 
identified through 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108005/chapters/Developing-Curriculum-Leadership-and-Design.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/108005/chapters/Developing-Curriculum-Leadership-and-Design.aspx
http://www.sstr5.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=a0Sv6IGad5o%3D&tabid=613
http://www.sstr5.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=a0Sv6IGad5o%3D&tabid=613
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:50622fad-cbc5-3d2c-b60b-b548e47c8277
http://www.sstr5.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=a0Sv6IGad5o%3D&tabid=613
http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hub/258326/file-422107447-pdf/docs/Insight-Core-Framework-Rubric-03.14.13.pdf?t=1434134846109
http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hub/258326/file-422107447-pdf/docs/Insight-Core-Framework-Rubric-03.14.13.pdf?t=1434134846109
http://www.hs-gc.org/%23!common-6-instructional-framework-resourc/c585
http://www.hs-gc.org/%23!common-6-instructional-framework-resourc/c585
http://www.hs-gc.org/%23!common-6-instructional-framework-resourc/c585
http://www.hs-gc.org/%23!common-6-instructional-framework-resourc/c585
http://www.jff.org/sites/default/files/ECDS_CommonInstructionalFramework_080713.pdf
http://www.jff.org/sites/default/files/ECDS_CommonInstructionalFramework_080713.pdf
http://www.jff.org/sites/default/files/ECDS_CommonInstructionalFramework_080713.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Schoolwide%20Instructional%20Framework.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Schoolwide%20Instructional%20Framework.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Schoolwide%20Instructional%20Framework.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Sample%20Schoolwide%20Instructional%20Framework.pdf
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/STEM-Frameworks-of-Instruction.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/STEM-Frameworks-of-Instruction.aspx
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/STEM-Frameworks-of-Instruction.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/Leadership%20Guide%20-%20Curriculum%20Strand.pdf
http://achievethecore.org/page/969/instructional-practice-guide-list-pg
http://achievethecore.org/page/969/instructional-practice-guide-list-pg
http://www.allthingsplc.info/tools-resources
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/Documents%20to%20Support%20the%20use%20of%20Protocols/warm_cool_hard.pdf
http://www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/Documents%20to%20Support%20the%20use%20of%20Protocols/warm_cool_hard.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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• Determine what is NOT working within 
each collaborative planning team? 

• Determine what adjustments are 
needed to improve the practices of 
each collaborative planning team? 

 
Guiding Questions: 

• Are Administrators or Instructional 
Coaches participating in CPMs? 

• Are Administrators or Instructional 
Coaches providing effective feedback 
to collaborative planning teams? 

• What are the sources of evidence that 
collaborative planning is monitored? 

• What evidence can be provided to 
show the impact of feedback? 

Support They Deserve 
(Education First) 

 
• GaDOE Monitoring for 

Feedback PPT 
 
• GaDOE Monitoring for 

an Effective Three-Part 
Lesson 

• GaDOE Questions for 
Monitoring CPMs 

analysis of a variety of 
data 

Celebrate & Share Successes 

Celebrate Student Achievements 

The brain loves celebrations. When a 
teacher affirms a student’s correct answer 
or when students celebrate the 
accomplishments of a peer, a 
cooperative group, or the class as a 
whole, confidence increases and the 
classroom becomes a place where 
behavior problems are diminished and 
learning accelerated. 

A unit of instruction should not end without 
celebrating student success. One way is to 
recognize and celebrate each student’s 
final score on a scale for each learning 
goal. Another approach is to recognize 
knowledge gain for each student. 

 
One of the most powerful aspects of 
recognizing and celebrating knowledge 
gain is that virtually every student will have 
something to celebrate. 
A culture of success is supported by high 
profile, well-designed celebrations and 

• 100 Motivational Ideas 
(Santa Rosa District 
Schools) 

 
• Celebrating Student 

Achievement – Your 
Shining Moment Video 
(Teaching Channel) 

 
• Celebrating Students: 

Schools Recognize 
Achievement in Many 
Ways 
(Education World) 

 
• Marzano’s 

Celebrating Success 
Rubric 

Suggestions for 
celebrating student 
success: 
• High Five: The high five 

has always symbolized 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
School Culture 
Standard 5: 
Recognizes and 
celebrates 
achievements and 
accomplishments of 
students and staff 

 
Family and Community 
Engagement Standard 
2: Establishes structures 
that promote clear and 
open communication 
between the school 
and stakeholders 

 
Family and Community 
Engagement Standard 
4: Communicates 
academic 
expectations and 
current student 

http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Events%20and%20Conferences/Monitoring%20for%20Feedback%20C%20Jones%20and%20P%20Herrema.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/Events%20and%20Conferences/Monitoring%20for%20Feedback%20C%20Jones%20and%20P%20Herrema.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Monitoring%20for%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Monitoring%20for%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Monitoring%20for%20an%20Effective%20Three-Part%20Lesson.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Questions%20for%20Monitoring%20CPMs.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Questions%20for%20Monitoring%20CPMs.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CD0QFjAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.santarosa.k12.fl.us%2Fsme%2Fmotivation_booklet_marianne.doc&ei=aKKaVcWFMIa1ggSM65EQ&usg=AFQjCNH2Ky44u7uGjX1wfrQKRmwpO01rAw&sig2=DnjyXY-g98mPXbzdm_XxsA&bvm=bv.96952980%2Cd.eXY
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/celebrating-student-achievement
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/celebrating-student-achievement
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/celebrating-student-achievement
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/celebrating-student-achievement
http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin343_a.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin343_a.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin343_a.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin343_a.shtml
http://www.twinriversusd.org/depts/files/607/mp_lesson_segments_involving_routine_events_teacher-celebrating_student_success.pdf
http://www.twinriversusd.org/depts/files/607/mp_lesson_segments_involving_routine_events_teacher-celebrating_student_success.pdf
http://www.twinriversusd.org/depts/files/607/mp_lesson_segments_involving_routine_events_teacher-celebrating_student_success.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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recognitions that encourage the effort 
and achievement of students and staff. 
The celebrations are well communicated 
and publicized within the school and to 
the community. 

Guiding Questions: 
• What impact does celebrating student 

success have on student engagement 
and learning? 

• What impact does celebrating student 
success have on teaching practices? 

• How can successful staff practices be 
acknowledged and celebrated 
outside the school community? 

• How can student successes be 
acknowledged and celebrated 
outside the school community? 

agreement or 
acceptance. 

• Thumbs Up: Give 
students a thumbs up to 
indicate agreement or 
acknowledgment of a 
job well done. 

• Handshake: Shake the 
hand of a student when 
that student shows 
growth. 

• Pat on the Back 
• Round of Applause 
• Silent Cheer 

 
Related Books: 
• Becoming a Great 

High School 
by Tim Westerberg 
o Study Guide 

achievement status to 
families 

Celebrate Staff Achievements 

A culture of success is supported by high 
profile, well-designed celebrations and 
recognitions that encourage the effort 
and achievement of students and staff. 
The celebrations are well communicated 
and publicized within the school and to 
the community. 

 
Rituals, ceremonies, and programs exist 
within the positive learning community to 
acknowledge individual, small group, and 
organizational achievements and 
accomplishments. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

• How are faculty who have achieved 
and/or made gains on their 
professional learning goals 
acknowledged and celebrated? 

• How is the progress of the entire staff 
toward increases in student 

• Celebrating School 
Success 
(Indistar) 

 
• Giving Teachers the 

Feedback and 
Support They Deserve 

 
• Inspirational or 

Funny Videos 
(Troup Co. Schools) 

 
• Recognizing Success 

as a Catalyst for 
Continuous 
Improvement 

 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
School Culture 
Standard 5: 
Recognizes and 
celebrates 
achievements and 
accomplishments of 
students and staff 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109052/chapters/Strategy-6%40-Celebrating-Student-Success.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109052/chapters/Strategy-6%40-Celebrating-Student-Success.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109052/chapters/An-ASCD-Study-Guide-for-Becoming-a-Great-High-School%40-6-Strategies-and-1-Attitude-That-Make-a-Difference.aspx
http://www.indistar.org/app/wiseways/61.pdf
http://www.indistar.org/app/wiseways/61.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Giving-Teachers-the-Feedback-and-Support-They-Deserve.pdf
http://www.troup.org/20/Content2/videos
http://www.troup.org/20/Content2/videos
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/support/recogsuccess.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/support/recogsuccess.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/support/recogsuccess.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/support/recogsuccess.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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achievement acknowledged and 
celebrated? 

• How can successful staff practices be 
acknowledged and celebrated 
outside the school community? 

  

Identify Next Steps 

Conduct Standards-Based 
Needs Assessment(s) 

A needs assessment is a systematic 
process for determining and addressing 
educator and student learning needs from 
analysis of data. The need can be a desire 
to improve current performance or to 
correct a deficiency. 

 
Needs-assessments play a critical role in 
starting the improvement process. They 
can be an effective tool to clarify 
problems and identify appropriate 
interventions or solutions. 

 
Sources of Schoolwide Data: 

• CCRPI Data Analysis Report 
• GSAPS Targets 
• TKES Summative Report 
• LKES Summative Report 

 
Guiding Questions: 

• Through data analysis, have learning 
needs been identified? 

• Why is it important to include all 
stakeholders in the needs assessment 
process? 

• What process will be used to include all 
stakeholders in the needs assessment? 

• How will all stakeholders be informed of 
the outcomes of needs assessments? 

• A Data Picture of Our 
School 
(All Things PLC) 

 
• Five Whys Root Cause 

Analysis (The Integrated 
Performance Leadership 
Group) 

 
• Fishbone Root Cause 

Analysis 
 
• GaDOE 

Comprehensive 
Needs Assessment 3- 
Yr. Academic Profile 
Excel 

• Georgia School 
Performance 
Standards 

 
• GaDOE K-12 Literacy 

Needs Assessment 
 
• Georgia School 

Assessment of 
Performance 
Standards (GSAPS) 

 
• GaDOE School & 

District Strategic 
Planning Tools 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Leadership Standard 2: 
Initiates and manages 
change to improve 
staff performance and 
student learning 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 2: 
Establishes a culture of 
collaboration among 
administrators and staff 
to enhance individual 
and collective 
performance 

 
Planning and 
Organization Standard 
2: Uses a data-driven 
and consensus-oriented 
process to develop and 
implement a school 
improvement plan that 
is focused on student 
performance 

http://www.allthingsplc.info/files/uploads/adatapictureofourschool.pdf
http://www.allthingsplc.info/files/uploads/adatapictureofourschool.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.in.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fturnaround%2F5-whys-root-cause-analysis-worksheet-sample.docx
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.in.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fturnaround%2F5-whys-root-cause-analysis-worksheet-sample.docx
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.in.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fturnaround%2F5-whys-root-cause-analysis-worksheet-sample.docx
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.in.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fturnaround%2F5-whys-root-cause-analysis-worksheet-sample.docx
http://fishbonediagram.org/
http://fishbonediagram.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment%203-Yr.%20Academic%20Profile.xlsx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment%203-Yr.%20Academic%20Profile.xlsx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment%203-Yr.%20Academic%20Profile.xlsx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment%203-Yr.%20Academic%20Profile.xlsx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Comprehensive%20Needs%20Assessment%203-Yr.%20Academic%20Profile.xlsx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/K-12%20Needs%20Assessment-11-1-12.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/K-12%20Needs%20Assessment-11-1-12.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/GSAPS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/GSAPS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/GSAPS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/GSAPS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/School-Effectiveness.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/School-Effectiveness.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/School-Effectiveness.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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 • GaDOE CCRPI Target 
Area Analysis 
Template 

• GaDOE System for 
Effective School 
Instruction Self- 
Assessment Checklist 

 
• GLISI Leading a Team 

To Analyze Root 
Causes Using Quality 
Tools 

 

Review & Revise the Instruction 
Component of the School 
Improvement Plan (SIP) for 
Continuous Improvement 

The school improvement plan organizes 
and documents a school’s process for 
improvement planning and 
implementation of school performance 
standards. The continuous improvement 
process includes data collection, root 
cause analysis, development of long 
range and short-term goals, determination 
of research-based actions, strategies and 
interventions, and selection of 
differentiated professional learning. 
Improvement planning should drive all 
school decisions and promote whole- 
school improvement efforts. 

Guiding Questions: 
• Has the CPM or LT set learning goals 

and developed a monitoring process? 
• Have clear expectations been 

established? 
• How will SIP be monitored and 

progress communicated to 
stakeholders? 

• CCRPI Target Areas 
 
• Instructional 

Improvement Cycle: A 
Teacher’s Toolkit for 
Collecting and 
Analyzing Data on 
Instructional Strategies 
(Institute of Education 
Sciences) 

 
 

PL Planning: 
• Developing Great 

Teaching 
(Teacher Development 
Trust) 
Lessons from the 
international reviews into 
effective professional 
development 
o Toolkit article 

• PD In Focus 
(ASCD) 

 
• Professional 

Development 
VideoSeries 

(Indistar) 
 

Georgia School 
Performance Standards 

 
Leadership Standard 2: 
Initiates and manages 
change to improve 
staff performance and 
student learning 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 1: 
Aligns professional 
learning with needs 
identified 
through analysis of a 
variety of data 

 
Professional Learning 
Standard 2: 
Establishes a culture of 
collaboration among 
administrators and staff 
to enhance individual 
and collective 
performance 

 
Planning and 
Organization Standard 
3: Monitors 
implementation of the 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20CCPRI%20Target%20Areas%20Analysis%20Template.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20CCPRI%20Target%20Areas%20Analysis%20Template.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20CCPRI%20Target%20Areas%20Analysis%20Template.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction%20Self-Assessment%20Checklist.docx
http://glisi.org/resources/leading-team-analyze-root-causes-using-quality-tools-pbm/
http://glisi.org/resources/leading-team-analyze-root-causes-using-quality-tools-pbm/
http://glisi.org/resources/leading-team-analyze-root-causes-using-quality-tools-pbm/
http://glisi.org/resources/leading-team-analyze-root-causes-using-quality-tools-pbm/
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Accountability/Pages/default.aspx
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/pdf/REL_2015080.pdf
http://tdtrust.org/about/dgt/
http://tdtrust.org/about/dgt/
http://teachertoolkit.me/2015/06/10/developing-great-teaching-by-teachertoolkit/
http://pdinfocus.ascd.org/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
http://pdinfocus.ascd.org/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=3
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=3
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=3
http://www.indistar.org/VideoPlayer/Videos.aspx?VideoGroupID=3
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/School%20and%20District%20Effectiveness/GA%20School%20Performance%20Standards.pdf
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• Do all stakeholders understand the SI 
cycle? 

• School Based PL 
Unit 3: Learning 
Designs (Learning 
Forward) 

 
• GaDOE 

Communicating 
Expectations So We 
Are All on the Same 
Page Template 

• GaDOE Implementing 
the School 
Improvement Process 
with Embedded PL 
(PPT) 

Related Books: 
• Leverage Leadership 

[Chapter 4] by Paul 
Bambrick-Santoyo 

school improvement 
plan and makes 
adjustments as needed 

 
Leadership Guide: 
Instruction Strand 

Disclaimer: 
We have taken all reasonable care to ensure that the information contained within these 
pages is accurate and up-to-date. We do not endorse any non-Georgia Department of 
Education websites or products contained within these pages or through external hyperlinks. 
This document contains only a sampling of available resources and in no way should be 
considered an exhaustive list of available resources. It is at the discretion of individual districts 
and schools to determine appropriate resources to serve stakeholders. 

 
Email: schoolimprovement@doe.k12.ga.us to recommend additional resources. 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/School%20Based%20PL%20-%20Unit%203%20LEARNING%20DESIGNS.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/School%20Based%20PL%20-%20Unit%203%20LEARNING%20DESIGNS.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/School%20Based%20PL%20-%20Unit%203%20LEARNING%20DESIGNS.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/School%20Based%20PL%20-%20Unit%203%20LEARNING%20DESIGNS.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Communicating%20Expectations%20So%20We%20Are%20All%20on%20the%20Same%20Page.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Communicating%20Expectations%20So%20We%20Are%20All%20on%20the%20Same%20Page.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Documents/System%20for%20Effective%20School%20Instruction/GaDOE%20Communicating%20Expectations%20So%20We%20Are%20All%20on%20the%20Same%20Page.pdf
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