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1.ESSA’s 1.0 Percent Cap and Georgia’s Alternate Assessment 
 
Section 1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a state-level 1.0 percent cap on 
the number of students who can be assessed using a State’s alternate assessment based on alternate 
academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS) in each subject area. Assessment participation data from the 
2018-2019 school year reveal that Georgia was above the 1.0 percent cap, having utilized the State’s 
alternate assessment to assess greater than 1.0 percent of students across each of the four content areas. 
Georgia anticipates that it will be above the cap in 2019-2020 and the State is seeking a one-year waiver 
from the requirement as detailed in 34 CFR §200.6(c)(3). Georgia is seeking this waiver for English 
language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. Receiving the waiver will provide the requisite time 
to further review, revise, and implement the guidelines and local educational agency (LEA) supports 
developed during the previous waiver.  

Under ESSA and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of 2004, states must ensure that all 
students, including students with significant cognitive disabilities, have access to a general curriculum that 
encompasses challenging academic standards and are assessed in their progress toward meeting the 
academic standards. The Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) 2.0 is the State-provided AA-AAS for those 
students with significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the general statewide assessment 
program, even with maximum allowable accommodations.  

The GAA was initially developed in 2007 as a portfolio of student work that demonstrated progress and 
achievement on selected skills aligned to the State’s curriculum. The assessment was redesigned 
significantly during 2017-2018 and the GAA 2.0 was implemented for the first time during the 2018-2019 
school year. The GAA 2.0 includes standardized tasks with multiple levels of complexity, and it was 
designed to ensure that students with significant cognitive disabilities are provided access to State academic 
content standards and are given the opportunity to demonstrate achievement of the knowledge, concepts, 
and skills inherent in the standards. The assessment is administered to all eligible students in grades K, 3-8, 
and 11 for English language arts and mathematics and in grade 5, 8, and 11 in science and social studies. 

2. Waiver Submission Requirements 

2.1 Ninety-day Requirement 
States are required (34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)i) to submit the alternate assessment waiver at least 90 days prior 
to the start of the relevant subject testing windows. The 2019-2020 testing window for GAA 2.0 is March 
23 through May 1, 2020. In submitting this waiver on December 16, 2019, the State has met this 
requirement.  

2.2 Data Requirements 

States are required (34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)ii) to provide the number and percentage of student subgroups 
defined in section 1111(c)(2)(A), (B), and (D) who were assessed using the AA-AAAS. States are also 
required to provide data showing that 95 percent of all students and the students with disabilities subgroup, 
as identified in section 1111(c)(2)(C), were administered a State assessment. Appendix A.1 provides the 
number and percentage for each of these student subgroups for English language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies.   

The percentage of students assessed via the GAA 2.0 in 2018-2019 was 1.3 for English language arts, 
mathematics, and science and 1.4 for social studies. Appendix A.2 provides the count and percentage of 
LEAs in Georgia that assessed more than 1.0 percent of all students using the GAA. Among the 213 LEAs 
in 2018-2019,  

70.9 percent were above 1.0 percent in English language arts, 
68.5 percent were above 1.0 percent in mathematics, 
69.5 percent were above 1.0 percent in science, and  
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74.2 percent were above 1.0 percent in social studies. 

In 2018-2019, English language arts and mathematics assessments were required for students in grades 3 
through 8 and in the 9th Grade Literature, American Literature, Algebra I or Coordinate Algebra, and 
Geometry or Analytic Geometry courses. Science and social studies were assessed in grades 5 and 8 and in 
the Biology, Physical Science, Economics/Business/Free Enterprise, and U.S. History courses. The 
requirement that 95 percent of all students, and students with disability, be assessed was met for all content 
areas by grade level. Appendix A provides the number enrolled, number tested, and percentage of enrolled 
students who were assessed using Georgia Milestones and GAA for each of the required end-of-grade (A.3) 
and end-of-course (A.4) subjects. Data are provided for all students and Students with Disability subgroup. 
State level 2018-2019 participation files that are published on the Georgia Department of Education 
(GaDOE) website by content area, grade level, and subject area are provided in A.5 and A.6.  

3. Implementation and 2019 Plan 
 
During 2018-2019, the GaDOE developed a plan to address the 1.0 percent cap and began implementing the 
guidelines and supports designed to ensure that the State’s alternate assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards (AA-AAS) is administered to only those students for whom it is intended. This 
section details completed, ongoing, and newly-planned waiver-related work by the State since the 
submission of the initial waiver. These efforts include an overhaul of the participation guidelines provided 
to LEAs, technical assistance and supports to LEAs, and ensuring that any disproportionality issues in 
alternate assessment administration are addressed.  

3.1 Improving the Implementation of State Guidelines  
As required by 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A), the State improved its guidelines to ensure that all regulations 
included in §200.6(d) (State guidelines for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities) have 
been adequately addressed. The new guidelines ensure that the State has established, consistent with section 
612(a)(16)(C) of the IDEA, clear and appropriate guidelines for IEP teams to apply when making 
participation determinations and monitoring the implementation of these guidelines. 

3.1.1 State Eligibility Criteria: The State reviewed and revised the eligibility criteria for the alternate 
assessment based on alternate achievement standards (AA-AAS). In developing eligibility criteria for the 
administration of GAA 2.0, the GaDOE completed a significant overhaul of the participation guidelines 
made available to districts. The Participation Guidelines for the Georgia Alternate Assessment were revised 
through an iterative process with educators and were finalized for publication as the Eligibility Criteria for 
the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) 2.0 in November of 2018 for the 2018-2019 school year.  It was 
expected at that time that Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams would utilize the previous 
participation guidelines if teams had met and established participation in the alternate assessment prior to 
November of 2018 until the IEP team met next.  Those students whose IEP teams met following November 
of 2018 were required to utilize the revised eligibility criteria. Any subsequent meetings to establish 
participation on the GAA 2.0 would be required for all IEP teams considering assessment options for 
students with cognitive disabilities utilizing only the revised eligibility criteria as published in the Student 
Assessment Handbook the following 2019-2020 school year. Simply stated, since the guidelines were 
published in November 2018, most IEP decisions for 2018-2019 were already made and would not have 
been changed based on the new guidelines. Therefore, the new guidelines would be first used statewide in 
spring 2019 and would impact placement decisions for the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
The Georgia Department of Education Special Education Division and Assessment Division provided 
several training sessions intended to inform IEP teams of the usage of the new eligibility criteria and 
provided information regarding data sources and rationale for making evidence-based decisions.  
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In previous years, participation guidelines were provided as a flowchart. The eligibility criteria 
accompanying GAA 2.0 (Appendix B.1) involve a two-step process. First, the IEP team must review the 
four eligibility criteria. 
 
Does the student require intensive, individualized instruction in a variety of instructional settings? 
The student needs specialized academic instruction and techniques over a period of time to ensure that he or 
she can learn, retain information, and transfer skills to other settings. 
 
Does the student have a significant cognitive disability? A significant cognitive disability is determined 
by the IEP team and must be based on evaluation information performed by a qualified evaluation team. 
The significant cognitive disability must affect the student’s intellectual functioning and be documented as 
such in the student’s individualized education program (IEP). 
 
Does the student require specialized supports to access and participate in the grade-level Georgia 
Standards of Excellence (GSE) that require modifications based on the student’s Present Levels of 
Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (PLAAFP)? Access to the grade-level curriculum 
is mandated by the federal government. A student with a significant cognitive disability requires access to 
the GSEs through prerequisite skills that are linked to the grade-level curriculum. 
 
Does the student require specialized supports to demonstrate age-appropriate adaptive behavior? A 
student with a significant cognitive disability needs specialized support throughout the day in areas such as 
expressing his or her needs, getting from place to place, eating lunch, negotiating social situations, and/or 
taking care of personal needs. 
For a student to be eligible to participate in the GAA 2.0, the IEP team must answer yes to all four 
questions. Additionally, IEP teams are expected to document sources of evidence and justifications for each 
criterion marked with a “Yes”. 
 
Step two of the determination process requires the IEP team to provide an assurance that each member of 
the team received training and guidance regarding student participation in State mandated assessments. The 
assurances include the following: 

Under 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.320(a)(6) and [O.C.G.A § 20-2-281], if the IEP team 
determines that the student will take GAA, the IEP team may provide additional summary statements of 
why the student cannot participate in the Georgia Milestones Assessment System, with or without allowable 
accommodations, and why the alternate assessment is appropriate for the student, including that all of the 
eligibility criteria are met. 
 
The decision to administer GAA is based on multiple sources of measurable, objective evidence, including, 
but not limited to, current IEP PLAAFP statements, goals and/or objectives, report cards, progress reports, 
work samples, teacher observations, Full and Individual Evaluations (FIE), standardized achievement test 
results, and classroom, district, and statewide assessment results. This decision is not based solely on the 
student’s previous performance on statewide assessment. 
 
The decision to administer GAA is made by the IEP team, not administratively based on federal 
accountability requirements which limit the number of students taking an alternate assessment who can be 
counted as proficient in CCRPI performance calculations. Although GAA is intended for a small number of 
students, the proficiency cap does not limit the number of students receiving special education services who 
may take the alternate assessment. 
 
The decision to administer GAA is based on the student’s educational needs and the instruction the student 
is receiving. This decision is not based solely on the student’s disability category and is not based on the 
student’s racial or economic background, excessive or extended absences, or amount of time or location of 
service delivery. 
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3.1.2 Definition of Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities: The State’s definition of 
intellectual disability is provided in Appendix B.2. The GaDOE reviewed this definition and determined 
that no revisions were required, as the current definition sufficiently ensures that: 

The identification of a student as having a particular disability or as an English learner does not determine 
whether a student is a student with the most significant cognitive disabilities §200.6(d)(1)(i); 
 
A student with the most significant cognitive disabilities is not identified solely on the basis of the student’s 
previous low academic achievement, or the student’s previous need for accommodations to participate in 
the general State or districtwide assessments §200.6(d)(1)(ii); and 
 
A student is identified as having the most significant cognitive disabilities because the student requires 
extensive, direct individualized instruction and substantial supports to achieve measurable gains on the 
challenging State academic content standards §200.6(d)(1)(iii). 

Additionally, the GaDOE has emphasized with LEAs that participation on the State’s alternate assessment 
should only occur when all eligibility criteria have been met and a student’s Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) team determines that the student cannot meaningfully access the general statewide 
assessments, even with the maximum appropriate accommodations. IEP teams are required to follow the 
revised guidelines, and participation decisions shall not be based on any of the following: 
 

• Disability category or label 
• Expectation of poor performance on the Georgia Milestones assessment 
• Accommodation requirements to participate in assessment process  
• Previous poor performance 
• Instructional setting or percent of time receiving special education services 
• Attendance issues 
• Anticipated emotional distress 
• Anticipated disruptive behavior 
• Native language or English learner status 
• Economically disadvantaged status 
• Impact of student scores on an accountability system 
• Administrator or parent request 

 
With the goal of reducing the state to at or below the 1% cap and ensuring that the State’s alternate 
assessment is administered to only those students for whom it is intended, the State realizes that the work 
must start with kindergarten students.  To that end, the GaDOE will encourage LEAs and school staff to 
identify the instructional supports necessary to help students in kindergarten through second grades better 
access the Georgia Standards of Excellence and the associated general assessment. It is believed that once 
IEP teams have made the decision to place students on GAA 2.0, it is difficult for them to reconsider their 
original decision.  To this end, the following steps will be taken to reduce the number of students 
participating in the alternate assessment. 
 
GKIDS 2.0  

• develop fully integrated extended access to assessment content without separating out students who 
need additional support. The learning progressions for Georgia’s existing kindergarten assessment 
will be expanded to allow teachers to assess student’s current skill level and develop robust 
information regarding the student’s current communication mode.  The goal/intended outcome is to 
reduce the number of students testing using GAA in 3rd grade because teachers have an experience 
with assessing students who require additional support on the general assessment given appropriate 
support and accommodations.    

• develop reporting processes that focus on adding descriptive information (about accommodations 
and supports needed) as opposed to reducing or qualifying information (conditionalizing a score). 
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Estimates for alternate assessment participation in grade 3 based on Pre-ID records dropped by 15% 
between Fall 2018 and Fall 2019. As this decrease is not observed across all grades, this may be interpreted 
to be the result of the efforts in place to reduce early overidentification for alternate participation. This drop, 
in conjunction with the ongoing efforts in place to reduce overidentification in early grades, is expected to 
roll up, such that the decrease in the current grade 3 cohort is maintained in subsequent years, as that 
decrease continues for future cohorts entering grade 3.  
 
District Intervention Study 

• implement a research study in a district that will use existing participation criteria to identify 
students who are eligible for locally selected alternate assessment in first and second grades.  

• increase awareness of resources and accommodations in place and available to support students 
being assessed on the general assessment with maximum allowable accommodations where 
possible. 

• increase focus on aligning assessment to instruction in that students instructed on the general 
content standards with accommodations must be assessed on the general assessment with 
accommodations.  

 
3.1.3 LEA Assurances and Certifications: In completing the mandatory GAA Participation application, 
LEAs are required to provide assurances to the following statements. 

• A review of local policies, procedures, and practices has been conducted to assure they support 
appropriate identification of students for GAA 2.0 participation in accordance with State 
guidelines. 

• The LEA has provided training and support to Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams to 
ensure that IEP teams are adhering to eligibility guidelines for GAA 2.0 

• A review of local GAA 2.0 participation will occur to ensure the LEA will identify and address, if 
necessary, any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any subgroup participating in the 
GAA 2.0 

Any LEAs failing to answer in the affirmative for all three assurances will be identified to receive targeted 
technical assistance and supports.   

In October 2019 there were only two districts that failed to answer in the affirmative for all three statements 
regarding the 2019-2020 school year administration.  

3.2 Support and Oversight of LEA Implementation  
In addition to updating State guidelines, the GaDOE developed technical assistance and supports, as 
required by 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(B), to promote proper implementation of the guidelines among LEAs. 
The GaDOE has devised a three-tier approach to technical assistance and supports. The intensity of services 
provided to each LEA is determined by the division of Special Education Services and Supports following 
an analysis of district-level GAA (2017-2018) and GAA 2.0 (2018-2019) participation data.  

It should be noted that GaDOE staff members from the Division of Special Education and Supports, as well 
as the Division of Assessment and Accountability, have regularly participated since 2018 in the National 
Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) Community of Practice for the 1% Participation Threshold and 
the NCEO Peer Learning Groups (Digging into Your Data: Building a 1% Data Analysis and Use Plan; 
Guiding and Evaluating District Justifications IEP Team Decision Making)(B.3). GaDOE will continue to 
actively participate in these sessions in order to learn from peers how best to support implementation of the 
1.0 percent participation threshold for AA-AAAS participation by providing technical assistance.   
 
3.2.1 Universal Technical Assistance and Supports: The GaDOE began providing universal technical 
assistance and supports to LEAs in 2017-2018 and continues to do so. These supports include guidelines, 
resources, and training to assist LEA administrators and local IEP team members during the GAA eligibility 
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determination process. All LEAs were provided the GAA 2.0 eligibility criteria in 2018-2019. The GaDOE 
has provided numerous resources and training opportunities to ensure LEAs and IEP teams understand and 
follow the updated criteria.  

More than twenty conference presentations and webinars were provided to special education directors, 
coordinators, and teachers as well as parents between November 2018 and November 2019 (B.4 - GAA 2.0 
Support). Other resources and supports include the 2019 Student Assessment Handbook, 2019-2020 
Accessibility & Accommodations Manual, monthly Assessment Update newsletters (B.5); GAA 2.0 Test 
Administration Trainings (B.6);  GAA2.0 Resources including eligibility criteria forms, GAA 2.0 Pre and 
Post Administration Checklist, GAA 2.0 Spring Test Administration Manual, scoring, reporting, and teacher 
resources (B.7); and GAA 2.0 Parent Flyer (B.8). 

GaDOE has provided district level reports to assist LEAs in examining data and determining potential areas 
where additional scrutiny is warranted. LEAs have also received face-to-face, virtual and on-line 
instructions on how to access this data on-demand at the LEA level. Although still in draft, the State is 
utilizing components of the District Dialogue Guide from NCEO to assist all districts in this process. 

The State has presented sessions addressing the participation rate at conferences for the Georgia Council of 
Special Education Administrators (GCASE) and Georgia Compensatory Educational Leaders (GCEL). 
Multiple sessions on instruction for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities were available at 
the IDEAS conference (a conference for teachers).   

During 2018-2019 and continuing in 2019-2020, face to face, “make and take” day-long professional 
learning is available to teachers in LEAs. By the end of the 2020 school year, ten of these will have 
occurred in regional locations. Webinars addressing instructional concerns are available on the State website 
and at least two more are in the planning process. 

As part of on-site visits during the cross-functional monitoring process, LEA participation rates in the 
alternate assessment are discussed and direct technical assistance is provided to support district efforts. 
Other needs for support are based on responses on the annual GAA Participation Application, LEA 
corrective action plans, GAA 2.0 participation data analysis, and field data collected by the division of 
Special Education Services and Supports. 

Since the GAA 2.0 was a new assessment for the 2018-2019 school year, webinar and in-person sessions 
regarding score interpretation included pointers for using score reports for potential indicators of 
participation appropriateness. GaDOE staff will continue to provide support to districts and assist in 
identifying potential “red flags” that may warrant additional investigation. 

GAA 2.0 now yields an achievement score that can be compared year to year. Once districts have more than 
one data point (after the Spring 2020 administration) they can begin to examine trends in sustained 
proficiency. Additionally, the State is exploring ways to assist districts in utilizing data from the Learning 
Characteristics Inventory (new with the advent of the GAA 2.0) to include in the decision-making process.  
 
3.2.2 Targeted Technical Assistance and Supports:  

The State is working currently to develop a corrective action plan template to provide to those LEAs with 
GAA participation rates above 1.0 percent. The plans will require LEAs to detail how GAA participation 
policies, practices, and processes are implemented locally. The GaDOE will review the plans to ensure 
LEAs are following State guidelines with fidelity. The State is also working currently to identify best 
practices to provide to LEAs above 1.0 percent. These best practices include, but are not limited to, methods 
for informing and engaging local public stakeholders beyond the reporting requirements. 

The GaDOE has developed the targeted technical assistance and supports that are provided to LEAs above 
1.0 percent and the State is focusing currently on building staff capacity for this work. Determinations for 
support are based on responses on the annual GAA Participation Application, LEA corrective action plans, 
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GAA 2.0 participation data analysis, and field data collected by the division of Special Education Services 
and Supports. These services will include, but not be limited to, the following improvement targets: 

LEA capacity for gathering and analyzing district and school data pertaining to GAA participation rates; 
LEA capacity for gathering and analyzing data on the characteristics of students participating in the GAA; 
LEA capacity to provide professional development to IEP team members and other local educators on the 
nature of the GAA and who should participate; and 
Capacity of parents of students with disabilities to participate in the IEP decision-making process. 

3.2.3 Intensive Technical Assistance and Supports:  

The State is continuing to develop and improve the intensive technical assistance and supports to 
appropriate districts. This includes LEA-specific, one-on-one services for those LEAs demonstrating 
significant needs that cannot be addressed sufficiently through targeted services. Additionally, modules to 
support LEA staff training and consistent understanding of participation guidelines is being developed in 
conjunction with resources being developed by the NCEO Peer Learning Groups and Community of 
Practice. Likewise, the State is expanding the availability of parent information through our Parent Mentor 
Partnership and other outlets, to be sure parents have adequate information to guide their participation in the 
process. 

3.3 Disproportionality  
The State began addressing student subgroup disproportionality in GAA participation through an LEA 
assurance included in the GAA Participation Application.  During 2018-2019 and 2019-2020, additional 
State disproportionality work includes an annual analysis of risk ratios and the incorporation of 
disproportionality into universal and targeted technical assistance and supports. 

3.3.1 Assurance from Districts: In Fall 2018, the GaDOE administered its annual GAA Participation 
Application. LEAs that anticipated being above 1.0 percent in GAA participation in any subject for which 
assessments were administered under 34 CFR §200.2(a)(1) in 2018-2019 were required to provide 
assurances that the LEA adhered to State guidelines and that disproportionality issues were addressed. The 
GAA Participation Application contained an item addressing potential disproportionality among student 
subgroups. LEAs were required to provide assurance that any disproportionality in GAA participation 
among student subgroups listed under section 1111(c)(2)(A), (B), or (D) of ESSA was addressed. LEAs 
provided that assurance by answering affirmatively to the following statement: 

“A review of local GAA participation will occur to ensure the LEA will identify and address, if 
necessary, any disproportionality in the percentage of students in any subgroup participating in the 
GAA.” 

Among the LEAs that anticipated administering the GAA, forty-five responded “No” to the assurance.  
LEAs which responded “No” were identified as needing technical assistance.    

3.3.2 Disproportionality Data and Technical Assistance and Supports: The GaDOE is working to address 
any disproportionality issues, as required by 34 CFR §200.6(c)(4)(iv)(C). In January 2019 (for school year 
2017-2018) and in October 2019 (for school year 2018-2019), LEAs were provided with relative risk ratios 
(RRR) for all student subgroups included in 1111(c)(2)(A), (B), and (D) of ESSA for all four content areas. 
The ratios are currently being calculated by GaDOE utilizing the following formulas.  

𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟 =  
𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟

𝑐𝑐𝑟𝑟𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑐𝑐 𝑠𝑠𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 

 

𝑆𝑆𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 =  
# 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟 𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐 𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑅𝑅ℎ𝑅𝑅 𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺

# 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟 𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐 𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐺𝐺𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑀𝑀𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑐𝑐𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟 
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𝐶𝐶𝑟𝑟𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑐𝑐 𝑠𝑠𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟 =  
# 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟 𝒏𝒏𝒏𝒏𝒏𝒏 𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐 𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑅𝑅ℎ𝑅𝑅 𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺

# 𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟 𝒏𝒏𝒏𝒏𝒏𝒏 𝑅𝑅𝑐𝑐 𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐺𝐺𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑟𝑠𝑠𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑀𝑀𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟𝑐𝑐𝑅𝑅𝑟𝑟 

 
These ratios will be calculated annually and provided to LEAs to support local disproportionality efforts. 
Following the initial analysis of disproportionality data, the GaDOE will determine what guidelines, if any, 
the State needs to provide to LEAs. Additionally, disproportionality resources will be included in the 
universal and targeted technical assistance and supports. Additional assistance and supports will be provided 
to LEAs as deemed appropriate and based on State-level personnel capacity. 

4. Data and Reporting 

4.1 LEA Reporting to State 
The annual GAA Participation Application serves as the State’s primary collection tool for projected GAA 
participation data1, assurances, justifications, and other information pertaining to local GAA administration. 
Additionally, the projected participation data submitted by LEAs provides the State with approximate 
counts of the districts that require the targeted and intensive assistance and supports outlined in 3.2.2 and 
3.2.3. In December 2018, LEAs completed the 2018-2019 GAA Participation Application.  At that time, 
those that projected exceeding the 1% cap provided justifications.  When LEAs then completed the 2019-
2020 GAA Participation Application in October 2019, those districts that did indeed exceed the cap were 
allowed to review the justifications previously provided.  Those justifications will be posted on the GaDOE 
public website in January 2020 (just as they were in January 2019).   In October 2019, LEA completed the 
GAA Application with information regarding 2019-2020, including projected GAA participation data2, 
assurances, justifications, and other information pertaining to local GAA administration participation.   

4.2 LEA Reporting to Parents 
LEAs and IEP teams are required (34 CFR §200.6(d)(3)) to ensure that parents of students being considered 
for participation in the GAA are informed, consistent with 34 CFR §200.2(e), that the student’s achievement 
will be measured based on alternate academic achievement standards. IEP teams are also expected to 
provide guidance to parents regarding the impact of participation on high school graduation and graduation 
requirements. The State’s division of Special Education Services and Supports is working currently with 
LEAs to ensure this requirement is met by all LEAs. 

4.3 LEA Reporting to the State and the Public 
The LEAs that projected a 2018-2019 districtwide participation rate of greater than 1.0 percent were 
required (34 CFR §200.6(c)(3)(ii)) to submit justifications as part of the 2018-2019 GAA Survey. The 
2019-2020 application, using actual assessment counts from 2018-2019, provides LEAs that were above 1.0 
percent an opportunity to review justifications and make any necessary edits prior to these justifications 
being posted publicly. LEAs that expected to be at or below 1.0 percent, and thus did not provide a 
justification within the 2019 survey, are required to provide a justification if the actual participation rate was 
greater than 1.0 percent. These justifications will be posted on the GaDOE website by February 2020, with 
any personally identifiable student information redacted (34 CFR §200.6(c)(3)(iv)).  

4.4 State Reporting to LEAs 

The GaDOE generated 2018-2019 district-level GAA Participation Data Reports that included the 
percentage of each student subgroup assessed via the GAA by content area (Appendix A.1). These reports 

1 Actual participation data were obtained from the assessment vendors after the testing window closed. 
2 Actual participation data were obtained from the assessment vendors after the testing window closed. 
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were provided to LEAs in October 2019 to assist LEAs in examining data and determining potential areas 
where additional scrutiny is warranted.  

In addition to participation rate reports, the State began generating annual district-level disproportionality 
reports in January 2019 based on 2017-2018 participation data and continued the practice in October 2019, 
providing 2018-2019 data. These reports will be provided to LEAs to assist in local efforts to ensure that 
alternate assessment administration is reserved for only those students for whom the GAA is intended. 
Additionally, these reports are provided to the division of Special Education Services and Supports to assist 
in the provision of technical assistance and supports to LEAs, including those detailed within this waiver 
request.  

5. Timeline and Activities 

5.1 General Calendar of Waiver Activities for 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 School Years 
 

 
Oct – 
Dec 
2018 

Jan-
Mar 
2019 

Apr – 
Jun 

2019 

Jul – 
Sep 

2019 

Oct – 
Dec 
2019 

Jan-
Mar 
2020 

Apr-
June 
2020 

July-
Sep 

2020 

Oct-
Dec 
2020 

Jan-
Mar 
2021 

Public comment period 19    20      
Review of public comments, 
revision of waiver 

19    20      

Submission of waiver 19    20      
GAA Participation 
Application  

19 19   20      

GAA assessment collection 
window  

 19 19   20 20    

GAA participation data 
analysis 

   19    20   

State GAA Participation Data 
Reports for LEAs 

   19 19   20   

State GAA Participation 
Report for Public 

    19    20  

LEA justifications posted      19    20 
GAA disproportionality data 
calculation, dissemination, 
analysis 

   19    20   

 
19 Activities related to the 2019 waiver 
20 Activities related to the 2020 waiver 

5.2 Training and Activities 2017-2020 
GAA activities from 2017-2020  

October - December 2017 
• GAA Participation Application (a.k.a. Survey) 
• Development of eligibility criteria for the GAA 2.0  

January - March 2018 
• 2017-2018 GAA assessment window  
• State guidelines revised  
• 2016-2017 GAA Participation Data Reports provided to LEAs  
• Development of eligibility criteria for the GAA 2.0 continued 

April - June 2018 
• 2017-2018 GAA assessment window, continued 
• Meeting: State Advisory Panel for Special Education– presentation on GAA 2.0 covered eligibility 

criteria  
• Development of eligibility criteria for the GAA 2.0 continued 
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July - September 2018 
• 2017 GAA Participation Data Reports provided to LEAs 
• GaDOE explored possible technical assistance from U.S. Department of Education  
• Development of eligibility criteria for the GAA 2.0 continued 
• Eligibility criteria for the GAA 2.0 released  
• Training: Special Education Services and Supports – General Supervision and Implementation 

Training  
• Training: Special Education Director’s Webinar  

October - December 2018 
• Training: GAA 2.0 fall training webinar: Orientation to new assessment / deeper look at test design  
• Training: GAA 2.0 Administration Procedures Training  
• Training: Orientation to new assessment / deeper look at test design 
• Training: GAA 2.0 G-CASE Conference presentation  
• Training: Instructional Support for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities  
• 2018 GAA Participation Data Reports provided to LEAs  
• 2019 GAA Participation Application  

January - March 2019 
• 2019 GAA Participation Application continued 
• Creation and dissemination of 2018 GAA 2.0 Participation Disproportionality Reports  
• Meeting: State Advisory Panel for Special Education  
• Posting of 2018 LEA justifications for administering the GAA to greater than 1.0 percent of 

assessed students  
• Training: GAA 2.0 Pre-Assessment Training webinar: Final test set-up/preparation  
• GAA 2.0 assessment window  

April - June 2019 
• GAA 2.0 assessment window continued 
• 2019 GAA 2.0 participation rates calculated 

July - September 2019 
• 2019 GAA Participation Data Reports provided to LEAs 
• 2019 GAA 2.0 Participation Disproportionality Report calculated and shared with Special 

Education 
October - December 2019  

• 2020 GAA Participation Application 
• Training on the Eligibility Criteria for the Intervention District Study. Reducing the number of 

students participating in the alternate assessment  
January - March 2020 

• Instructional Training on Effective Instruction for Teachers of Students with Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities  

• Posting of 2019 LEA justifications for administering the GAA to greater than 1.0 percent of 
assessed students   

• Training at the Georgia Compensatory Educational Leaders, Inc. (G-CEL) - A Deeper Look at the 
1% CAP for the Alternate Assessment  

• GAA 2.0 Nextera Platform Training  
• GAA 2.0 Pre-Administration Training  
• GAA 2.0 GAA 2.0 Test Setup and review of Nextera Online Platform  
• GAA 2.0 assessment window 

April - June 2020 
• GAA 2.0 assessment window continued 
• 2020 GAA 2.0 participation rates calculated 
• Instructional Training at the Institute Designed for Educating All Students Conference (IDEAS) - A 

Deeper Look at the 1% CAP for the Alternate Assessment  
July - September 2020 

• 2020 GAA Participation Data Reports provided to LEAs 
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• 2020 GAA 2.0 Participation Disproportionality Report calculated and shared with Special 
Education 

• Training for parents at the Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership  
October - December 2020 

• 2021 GAA Participation Application 
• Preparation to post 2020 LEA justifications for administering the GAA to greater than 1.0 percent 

of assessed students   

5.3 34 CFR §200.6(d) Regulations 

 2018-2019 
Status 

2019-2020 
Status 

(d) State guidelines for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities. If a State adopts alternate academic achievement standards 
for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities and 
administers an alternate assessment aligned with those standards, the 
State must - 

  

(1) Establish, consistent with section 612(a)(16)(C) of the IDEA, and 
monitor implementation of clear and appropriate guidelines for IEP 
teams to apply in determining, on a case-by-case basis, which students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities will be assessed based on 
alternate academic achievement standards. Such guidelines must include 
a State definition of “students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities” that addresses factors related to cognitive functioning and 
adaptive behavior, such that - 

Completed  Completed; 
with 

monitoring 
work 

ongoing 

(i) The identification of a student as having a particular disability as 
defined in the IDEA or as an English learner does not determine whether 
a student is a student with the most significant cognitive disabilities; 

Completed Completed 

(ii) A student with the most significant cognitive disabilities is not 
identified solely on the basis of the student's previous low academic 
achievement, or the student's previous need for accommodations to 
participate in general State or districtwide assessments; and 

Completed Completed 

(iii) A student is identified as having the most significant cognitive 
disabilities because the student requires extensive, direct individualized 
instruction and substantial supports to achieve measurable gains on the 
challenging State academic content standards for the grade in which the 
student is enrolled; 

Completed Completed 

(2) Provide to IEP teams a clear explanation of the differences between 
assessments based on grade-level academic achievement standards and 
those based on alternate academic achievement standards, including any 
effects of State and local policies on a student's education resulting from 
taking an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic 
achievement standards, such as how participation in such assessments 
may delay or otherwise affect the student from completing the 
requirements for a regular high school diploma; 

Completed Completed 

(3) Ensure that parents of students selected to be assessed using an 
alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic achievement 
standards under the State's guidelines in §200.6(d) of this section are 
informed, consistent with §200.2(e), that their child's achievement will be 
measured based on alternate academic achievement standards, and how 
participation in such assessments may delay or otherwise affect the 

Completed Completed 
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student from completing the requirements for a regular high school 
diploma; 
(4) Not preclude a student with the most significant cognitive disabilities 
who takes an alternate assessment aligned with alternate academic 
achievement standards from attempting to complete the requirements for 
a regular high school diploma; 

Completed Completed 

(5) Promote, consistent with requirements under the IDEA, the 
involvement and progress of students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities in the general education curriculum that is based on the State's 
academic content standards for the grade in which the student is enrolled; 

Completed Completed 

(6) Incorporate the principles of universal design for learning, to the 
extent feasible, in any alternate assessments aligned with alternate 
academic achievement standards that the State administers consistent 
with §200.2(b)(2)(ii); and 

Completed Completed 

(7) Develop, disseminate information on, and promote the use of 
appropriate accommodations consistent with §200.2(b) of this section to 
ensure that a student with significant cognitive disabilities who does not 
meet the criteria in §200.2(a)(1)(ii) of this section - 

  

(i) Participates in academic instruction and assessments for the grade in 
which the student is enrolled; and 

Completed Completed 

(ii) Is assessed based on challenging State academic standards for the 
grade in which the student is enrolled. 

Completed Completed 

 

5.4 Implementation Status for Recommended Strategies 

The GaDOE has incorporated into its work the strategies for meeting the cap from the National Center on 
Educational Outcomes (NCEO).3 Each strategy is provided below, along with the State’s current 
implementation status. 

Strategy 2018-2019 
Status 

2019-2020 
Status  

Gather district and school data on current participation rates in the 
alternate assessment. 

Completed Ongoing 

Gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the alternate 
assessment. 

Completed Ongoing 

Create or examine a state definition of “students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities” and revise guidelines, as needed, for determining 
whether a student should participate in the alternate assessment. 

Completed Completed 

Provide professional development for IEP team members and other 
educators on the nature of the alternate assessment and who should 
participate in it. 

Completed Ongoing 

Provide information sessions for parents of students with disabilities so 
that they can participate in the IEP decision-making process about the 
assessment in which their child participates. 

Completed Ongoing 

   

3 https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/NCEOBrief12OnePercentCap.pdf 
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Appendices 
 
Appendix A: Assessment Participation Data 
A.1: Count and Percentage of Students Assessed via the Georgia Alternate Assessment 
 

 2019 
 

ELA Math Science Social 
Studies 

All Students 
Count 12,539 12,519 5,440 5,432 

Percent 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.4 
 American Indian /  

Alaskan Native 
Count 23 22 11 11 

Percent 1.3 1.2 1.3 1.4 

Asian / Pacific Islander 
Count 392 393 176 176 

Percent 0.9 0.9 0.8 1.0 

Black 
Count 5,851 5,834 2,498 2,491 

Percent 1.7 1.7 1.6 1.7 

Hispanic 
Count 1,690 1,689 678 675 

Percent 1.1 1.0 0.9 1.1 

Multi-racial 
Count 425 427 162 163 

Percent 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.2 

White 
Count 4,167 4,162 1,919 1,919 

Percent 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.3 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Count 9,601 9,581 4,074 4,065 
Percent 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.7 

English Learners 
Count 961 964 349 346 

Percent 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 
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A.2: Count and Percentage of LEAs Exceeding 1.0 Percent Participation by Student Subgroups 
 

 2019 
 

ELA Math Science Social 
Studies 

All Students Count 151 146 148 158 

Percent 70.9 68.5 69.5 74.2 

American Indian /  
Alaskan Native 

Count 16 16 9 9 
Percent 7.5 7.5 4.2 4.2 

Asian / Pacific Islander 
Count 39 39 28 28 

Percent 18.3 18.3 13.1 13.1 

Black 
Count 161 161 149 152 

Percent 75.6 75.6 28.2 31.5 

Hispanic 
Count 82 81 60 67 

Percent 38.5 38.0 28.2 31.5 

Multi-racial 
Count 82 79 51 55 

Percent 38.5 37.1 23.9 25.8 

White 
Count 121 121 113 116 

Percent 56.8 56.8 53.1 54.5 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Count 168 166 158 162 
Percent 78.9 77.9 74.2 76.1 

English Learners 
Count 60 60 51 52 

Percent 28.2 28.2 23.9 24.4 
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A.3: Participation Rates for Elementary and Middle School GAA 
 

  2019 Georgia Alternate Assessments and Georgia Milestones Assessments 
  Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Total 
English Language Arts 

All 
# Enrolled 130,121 134,649 137,921 137,915 134,664 126,149 801,419 
# Tested 129,523 134,028 137,266 137,268 133,888 125,471 797,444 
% Tested 99.6 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.4 99.5 99.5 

SWD 
# Enrolled 18,571 19,785 20,586 19,576 18,770 17,713 115,001 
# Tested 18,299 19,512 20,327 19,341 18,507 17,498 113,484 
% Tested 98.5 98.6 98.7 98.8 98.6 98.8 98.7 

Mathematics 

All 
# Enrolled 130,112 134,645 137,913 137,896 134,246 104,951 779,763 
# Tested 129,469 133,936 137,217 137,143 133,348 104,169 775,282 
% Tested 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.3 99.3 99.4 

SWD 
# Enrolled 18,568 19,785 20,582 19,576 18,759 17,302 114,572 
# Tested 18,277 19,495 20,311 19,315 18,465 17,062 112,925 
% Tested 98.4 98.5 98.7 98.7 98.4 98.6 98.6 

Science 

All 
# Enrolled NA NA 137,899 NA NA 96,595 234,494 
# Tested NA NA 137,075 NA NA 95,580 232,655 
% Tested NA NA 99.4 NA NA 99.0 99.2 

SWD 
# Enrolled NA NA 20,579 NA NA 15,803 36,382 
# Tested NA NA 20,282 NA NA 15,504 35,786 
% Tested NA NA 98.6 NA NA 98.1 98.4 

 Social Studies 

All 
# Enrolled NA NA 137,887 NA NA 132,227 270,114 
# Tested NA NA 137,004 NA NA 130,955 267,959 
% Tested NA NA 99.3 NA NA 99.0 99.2 

SWD 
# Enrolled NA NA 20,575 NA NA 17,773 38,348 
# Tested NA NA 20,257 NA NA 17,423 37,680 
% Tested NA NA 98.5 NA NA 98.0 98.3 
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A.4: Participation Rates for High School End-of-Course Assessments 
 

  2019 Georgia Alternate Assessments and Georgia Milestones Assessments 
  9th Grade 

Literature 
American 
Literature 

Algebra I / 
Coordinate 

Algebra 

Geometry / 
Analytic 

Geometry 
Biology 

Physical 
Science 

U.S. 
History 

Economics 

All 
# 

 

141,003 123,534 161,756 130,886 132,474 118,517 117,146 108,929 
# Tested 139,597 122,265 159,767 129,103 130,594 117,406 115,696 108,066 
% 

 
99.0 99.0 99.0 98.6 98.6 99.0 98.8 99.2 

SWD 
# 

 

15,419 13,417 15,669 14,529 15,437 10,297 13,212 9,983 
# Tested 15,093 13,149 15,194 13,979 15,071 10,046 12,906 9,773 
% 

 
97.9 98.0 97.0 96.2 97.6 97.6 97.7 97.9 
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2018-2019 Test Participation
Grades 3-8

Students Tested by Student Group in English Language Arts during the 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Statistic EOG Gr 3 EOG Gr 4 EOG Gr 5 EOG Gr 6 EOG Gr 7 EOG Gr 8 GAA Gr 3 GAA Gr 4 GAA Gr 5 GAA Gr 6 GAA Gr 7 GAA Gr 8 Both GR 3 Both GR 4 Both GR 5 Both GR 6 Both GR 7 Both GR 8

All # enrolled 128471 132942 136130 136148 132839 124193 1650 1707 1791 1767 1825 1956 130121 134649 137921 137915 134664 126149

All # tested 127893 132341 135501 135516 132082 123536 1630 1687 1765 1752 1806 1935 129523 134028 137266 137268 133888 125471

All % tested 99.550 99.548 99.538 99.536 99.430 99.471 98.788 98.828 98.548 99.151 98.959 98.926 99.540 99.539 99.525 99.531 99.424 99.463

American Indian/ Alaskan # enrolled 230 236 263 238 227 235 Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan # tested 229 236 260 238 225 233 Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan % tested 99.565 100.000 98.859 100.000 99.119 99.149 Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Asian/ Pacific Islander # enrolled 5685 5675 5779 5862 5692 5343 61 65 55 41 46 77 5746 5740 5834 5903 5738 5420

Asian/ Pacific Islander # tested 5676 5663 5769 5857 5683 5334 61 65 54 41 46 76 5737 5728 5823 5898 5729 5410

Asian/ Pacific Islander % tested 99.842 99.789 99.827 99.915 99.842 99.832 100.000 100.000 98.182 100.000 100.000 98.701 99.843 99.791 99.811 99.915 99.843 99.815

Black # enrolled 46951 49380 50482 50598 48540 45742 786 798 824 852 816 875 47737 50178 51306 51450 49356 46617

Black # tested 46789 49208 50305 50399 48297 45536 777 787 814 846 812 872 47566 49995 51119 51245 49109 46408

Black % tested 99.655 99.652 99.649 99.607 99.499 99.550 98.855 98.622 98.786 99.296 99.510 99.657 99.642 99.635 99.636 99.602 99.500 99.552

Economically Disadvantaged # enrolled 86377 89492 90921 89425 84750 78141 1316 1305 1395 1367 1378 1437 87693 90797 92316 90792 86128 79578

Economically Disadvantaged # tested 86088 89160 90594 89066 84309 77743 1306 1294 1382 1359 1372 1428 87394 90454 91976 90425 85681 79171

Economically Disadvantaged % tested 99.665 99.629 99.640 99.599 99.480 99.491 99.240 99.157 99.068 99.415 99.565 99.374 99.659 99.622 99.632 99.596 99.481 99.489

English Learners # enrolled 18597 19573 19369 18270 15507 9188 166 148 154 157 137 138 18763 19721 19523 18427 15644 9326

English Learners # tested 18568 19532 19340 18233 15478 9172 165 147 152 157 137 137 18733 19679 19492 18390 15615 9309

English Learners % tested 99.844 99.791 99.850 99.797 99.813 99.826 99.398 99.324 98.701 100.000 100.000 99.275 99.840 99.787 99.841 99.799 99.815 99.818

Participation rates are based on assessment type
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2018-2019 Test Participation
Grades 3-8

Students Tested by Student Group in English Language Arts during the 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Statistic EOG Gr 3 EOG Gr 4 EOG Gr 5 EOG Gr 6 EOG Gr 7 EOG Gr 8 GAA Gr 3 GAA Gr 4 GAA Gr 5 GAA Gr 6 GAA Gr 7 GAA Gr 8 Both GR 3 Both GR 4 Both GR 5 Both GR 6 Both GR 7 Both GR 8

Hispanic # enrolled 21772 22521 23078 23188 22584 20596 242 241 255 257 257 229 22014 22762 23333 23445 22841 20825

Hispanic # tested 21724 22470 23019 23136 22517 20538 240 239 250 256 255 229 21964 22709 23269 23392 22772 20767

Hispanic % tested 99.780 99.774 99.744 99.776 99.703 99.718 99.174 99.170 98.039 99.611 99.222 100.000 99.773 99.767 99.726 99.774 99.698 99.721

Multi-Racial # enrolled 5440 5401 5308 5156 4762 4319 73 67 70 63 55 46 5513 5468 5378 5219 4817 4365

Multi-Racial # tested 5415 5375 5284 5128 4727 4278 70 67 70 63 52 46 5485 5442 5354 5191 4779 4324

Multi-Racial % tested 99.540 99.519 99.548 99.457 99.265 99.051 95.890 100.000 100.000 100.000 94.545 100.000 99.492 99.525 99.554 99.463 99.211 99.061

Students with Disabilities # enrolled 16921 18078 18795 17809 16945 15757 1650 1707 1791 1767 1825 1956 18571 19785 20586 19576 18770 17713

Students with Disabilities # tested 16669 17825 18562 17589 16701 15563 1630 1687 1765 1752 1806 1935 18299 19512 20327 19341 18507 17498

Students with Disabilities % tested 98.511 98.601 98.760 98.765 98.560 98.769 98.788 98.828 98.548 99.151 98.959 98.926 98.535 98.620 98.742 98.800 98.599 98.786

White # enrolled 48393 49729 51220 51106 51034 47958 486 532 582 552 650 725 48879 50261 51802 51658 51684 48683

White # tested 48060 49389 50864 50758 50633 47617 480 525 572 544 640 708 48540 49914 51436 51302 51273 48325

White % tested 99.312 99.316 99.305 99.319 99.214 99.289 98.765 98.684 98.282 98.551 98.462 97.655 99.306 99.310 99.293 99.311 99.205 99.265

Participation rates are based on assessment type
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2018-2019 Test Participation
Grades 3-8

Students Tested by Student Group in Mathematics during the 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Statistic EOG Gr 3 EOG Gr 4 EOG Gr 5 EOG Gr 6 EOG Gr 7 EOG Gr 8 GAA Gr 3 GAA Gr 4 GAA Gr 5 GAA Gr 6 GAA Gr 7 GAA Gr 8 Both GR 3 Both GR 4 Both GR 5 Both GR 6 Both GR 7 Both GR 8

All # enrolled 128463 132938 136123 136129 132421 102995 1649 1707 1790 1767 1825 1956 130112 134645 137913 137896 134246 104951

All # tested 127841 132247 135456 135390 131548 102238 1628 1689 1761 1753 1800 1931 129469 133936 137217 137143 133348 104169

All % tested 99.516 99.480 99.510 99.457 99.341 99.265 98.727 98.946 98.380 99.208 98.630 98.722 99.506 99.473 99.495 99.454 99.331 99.255

American Indian/ Alaskan # enrolled 230 236 263 238 226 191 Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan # tested 229 236 260 238 224 189 Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan % tested 99.565 100.000 98.859 100.000 99.115 98.953 Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

Asian/ Pacific Islander # enrolled 5685 5675 5778 5852 5517 2375 61 65 55 41 46 77 5746 5740 5833 5893 5563 2452

Asian/ Pacific Islander # tested 5676 5661 5769 5846 5507 2354 61 65 54 41 46 77 5737 5726 5823 5887 5553 2431

Asian/ Pacific Islander % tested 99.842 99.753 99.844 99.897 99.819 99.116 100.000 100.000 98.182 100.000 100.000 100.000 99.843 99.756 99.829 99.898 99.820 99.144

Black # enrolled 46950 49379 50481 50597 48477 40663 786 798 823 852 816 875 47736 50177 51304 51449 49293 41538

Black # tested 46767 49172 50284 50337 48181 40406 776 789 813 848 808 866 47543 49961 51097 51185 48989 41272

Black % tested 99.610 99.581 99.610 99.486 99.389 99.368 98.728 98.872 98.785 99.531 99.020 98.971 99.596 99.570 99.597 99.487 99.383 99.360

Economically Disadvantaged # enrolled 86373 89490 90918 89421 84696 70054 1316 1305 1394 1367 1378 1437 87689 90795 92312 90788 86074 71491

Economically Disadvantaged # tested 86047 89101 90559 88971 84158 69561 1304 1296 1381 1359 1368 1421 87351 90397 91940 90330 85526 70982

Economically Disadvantaged % tested 99.623 99.565 99.605 99.497 99.365 99.296 99.088 99.310 99.067 99.415 99.274 98.887 99.615 99.562 99.597 99.496 99.363 99.288

English Learners # enrolled 18595 19571 19369 18268 15496 8439 166 148 154 157 137 138 18761 19719 19523 18425 15633 8577

English Learners # tested 18565 19519 19339 18224 15449 8409 165 147 152 157 137 138 18730 19666 19491 18381 15586 8547

English Learners % tested 99.839 99.734 99.845 99.759 99.697 99.645 99.398 99.324 98.701 100.000 100.000 100.000 99.835 99.731 99.836 99.761 99.699 99.650

Participation rates are based on assessment type
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2018-2019 Test Participation
Grades 3-8

Students Tested by Student Group in Mathematics during the 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Statistic EOG Gr 3 EOG Gr 4 EOG Gr 5 EOG Gr 6 EOG Gr 7 EOG Gr 8 GAA Gr 3 GAA Gr 4 GAA Gr 5 GAA Gr 6 GAA Gr 7 GAA Gr 8 Both GR 3 Both GR 4 Both GR 5 Both GR 6 Both GR 7 Both GR 8

Hispanic # enrolled 21771 22520 23079 23185 22563 17326 242 241 255 257 257 229 22013 22761 23334 23442 22820 17555

Hispanic # tested 21716 22451 23020 23118 22475 17253 239 239 250 256 255 227 21955 22690 23270 23374 22730 17480

Hispanic % tested 99.747 99.694 99.744 99.711 99.610 99.579 98.760 99.170 98.039 99.611 99.222 99.127 99.737 99.688 99.726 99.710 99.606 99.573

Multi-Racial # enrolled 5439 5400 5308 5157 4745 3516 73 67 70 63 55 46 5512 5467 5378 5220 4800 3562

Multi-Racial # tested 5414 5373 5282 5127 4708 3473 71 67 70 63 51 46 5485 5440 5352 5190 4759 3519

Multi-Racial % tested 99.540 99.500 99.510 99.418 99.220 98.777 97.260 100.000 100.000 100.000 92.727 100.000 99.510 99.506 99.517 99.425 99.146 98.793

Students with Disabilities # enrolled 16919 18078 18792 17809 16934 15346 1649 1707 1790 1767 1825 1956 18568 19785 20582 19576 18759 17302

Students with Disabilities # tested 16649 17806 18550 17562 16665 15131 1628 1689 1761 1753 1800 1931 18277 19495 20311 19315 18465 17062

Students with Disabilities % tested 98.404 98.495 98.712 98.613 98.411 98.599 98.727 98.946 98.380 99.208 98.630 98.722 98.433 98.534 98.683 98.667 98.433 98.613

White # enrolled 48388 49728 51214 51100 50893 38924 485 532 582 552 650 725 48873 50260 51796 51652 51543 39649

White # tested 48039 49354 50841 50724 50453 38563 479 525 569 543 639 711 48518 49879 51410 51267 51092 39274

White % tested 99.279 99.248 99.272 99.264 99.135 99.073 98.763 98.684 97.766 98.370 98.308 98.069 99.274 99.242 99.255 99.255 99.125 99.054

Participation rates are based on assessment type
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2018-2019 Test Participation
Grades 3-8

Students Tested by Student Group in Science during the 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Statistic EOG Gr 3 EOG Gr 4 EOG Gr 5 EOG Gr 6 EOG Gr 7 EOG Gr 8 GAA Gr 3 GAA Gr 4 GAA Gr 5 GAA Gr 6 GAA Gr 7 GAA Gr 8 Both GR 3 Both GR 4 Both GR 5 Both GR 6 Both GR 7 Both GR 8

All # enrolled NA NA 136109 NA NA 94638 NA NA 1790 NA NA 1957 NA NA 137899 NA NA 96595

All # tested NA NA 135306 NA NA 93649 NA NA 1769 NA NA 1931 NA NA 137075 NA NA 95580

All % tested NA NA 99.410 NA NA 98.955 NA NA 98.827 NA NA 98.671 NA NA 99.402 NA NA 98.949

American Indian/ Alaskan # enrolled NA NA 263 NA NA 174 NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students
American Indian/ Alaskan # tested NA NA 259 NA NA 171 NA NA Too Few 

Students NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students NA NA Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan % tested NA NA 98.479 NA NA 98.276 NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students
Asian/ Pacific Islander # enrolled NA NA 5779 NA NA 2163 NA NA 55 NA NA 77 NA NA 5834 NA NA 2240

Asian/ Pacific Islander # tested NA NA 5769 NA NA 2149 NA NA 54 NA NA 77 NA NA 5823 NA NA 2226

Asian/ Pacific Islander % tested NA NA 99.827 NA NA 99.353 NA NA 98.182 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 99.811 NA NA 99.375

Black # enrolled NA NA 50474 NA NA 38364 NA NA 823 NA NA 875 NA NA 51297 NA NA 39239

Black # tested NA NA 50223 NA NA 37973 NA NA 816 NA NA 867 NA NA 51039 NA NA 38840

Black % tested NA NA 99.503 NA NA 98.981 NA NA 99.149 NA NA 99.086 NA NA 99.497 NA NA 98.983

Economically Disadvantaged # enrolled NA NA 90906 NA NA 64528 NA NA 1394 NA NA 1438 NA NA 92300 NA NA 65966

Economically Disadvantaged # tested NA NA 90451 NA NA 63812 NA NA 1386 NA NA 1423 NA NA 91837 NA NA 65235

Economically Disadvantaged % tested NA NA 99.499 NA NA 98.890 NA NA 99.426 NA NA 98.957 NA NA 99.498 NA NA 98.892

English Learners # enrolled NA NA 19368 NA NA 7379 NA NA 154 NA NA 138 NA NA 19522 NA NA 7517

English Learners # tested NA NA 19329 NA NA 7323 NA NA 153 NA NA 138 NA NA 19482 NA NA 7461

English Learners % tested NA NA 99.799 NA NA 99.241 NA NA 99.351 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 99.795 NA NA 99.255

Participation rates are based on assessment type
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2018-2019 Test Participation
Grades 3-8

Students Tested by Student Group in Science during the 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Statistic EOG Gr 3 EOG Gr 4 EOG Gr 5 EOG Gr 6 EOG Gr 7 EOG Gr 8 GAA Gr 3 GAA Gr 4 GAA Gr 5 GAA Gr 6 GAA Gr 7 GAA Gr 8 Both GR 3 Both GR 4 Both GR 5 Both GR 6 Both GR 7 Both GR 8

Hispanic # enrolled NA NA 23077 NA NA 15209 NA NA 255 NA NA 229 NA NA 23332 NA NA 15438

Hispanic # tested NA NA 23000 NA NA 15087 NA NA 252 NA NA 228 NA NA 23252 NA NA 15315

Hispanic % tested NA NA 99.666 NA NA 99.198 NA NA 98.824 NA NA 99.563 NA NA 99.657 NA NA 99.203

Multi-Racial # enrolled NA NA 5308 NA NA 3246 NA NA 70 NA NA 47 NA NA 5378 NA NA 3293

Multi-Racial # tested NA NA 5278 NA NA 3198 NA NA 70 NA NA 46 NA NA 5348 NA NA 3244

Multi-Racial % tested NA NA 99.435 NA NA 98.521 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 97.872 NA NA 99.442 NA NA 98.512

Students with Disabilities # enrolled NA NA 18789 NA NA 13846 NA NA 1790 NA NA 1957 NA NA 20579 NA NA 15803

Students with Disabilities # tested NA NA 18513 NA NA 13573 NA NA 1769 NA NA 1931 NA NA 20282 NA NA 15504

Students with Disabilities % tested NA NA 98.531 NA NA 98.028 NA NA 98.827 NA NA 98.671 NA NA 98.557 NA NA 98.108

White # enrolled NA NA 51208 NA NA 35482 NA NA 582 NA NA 725 NA NA 51790 NA NA 36207

White # tested NA NA 50777 NA NA 35071 NA NA 572 NA NA 709 NA NA 51349 NA NA 35780

White % tested NA NA 99.158 NA NA 98.842 NA NA 98.282 NA NA 97.793 NA NA 99.148 NA NA 98.821

Participation rates are based on assessment type
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2018-2019 Test Participation
Grades 3-8

Students Tested by Student Group in Social Studies during the 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Statistic EOG Gr 3 EOG Gr 4 EOG Gr 5 EOG Gr 6 EOG Gr 7 EOG Gr 8 GAA Gr 3 GAA Gr 4 GAA Gr 5 GAA Gr 6 GAA Gr 7 GAA Gr 8 Both GR 3 Both GR 4 Both GR 5 Both GR 6 Both GR 7 Both GR 8

All # enrolled NA NA 136096 NA NA 130271 NA NA 1791 NA NA 1956 NA NA 137887 NA NA 132227

All # tested NA NA 135241 NA NA 129024 NA NA 1763 NA NA 1931 NA NA 137004 NA NA 130955

All % tested NA NA 99.372 NA NA 99.043 NA NA 98.437 NA NA 98.722 NA NA 99.360 NA NA 99.038

American Indian/ Alaskan # enrolled NA NA 263 NA NA 244 NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students
American Indian/ Alaskan # tested NA NA 259 NA NA 241 NA NA Too Few 

Students NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students NA NA Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan % tested NA NA 98.479 NA NA 98.770 NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students NA NA Too Few 
Students NA NA Too Few 

Students
Asian/ Pacific Islander # enrolled NA NA 5779 NA NA 5781 NA NA 55 NA NA 77 NA NA 5834 NA NA 5858

Asian/ Pacific Islander # tested NA NA 5765 NA NA 5765 NA NA 54 NA NA 77 NA NA 5819 NA NA 5842

Asian/ Pacific Islander % tested NA NA 99.758 NA NA 99.723 NA NA 98.182 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 99.743 NA NA 99.727

Black # enrolled NA NA 50466 NA NA 46863 NA NA 824 NA NA 875 NA NA 51290 NA NA 47738

Black # tested NA NA 50181 NA NA 46366 NA NA 814 NA NA 865 NA NA 50995 NA NA 47231

Black % tested NA NA 99.435 NA NA 98.939 NA NA 98.786 NA NA 98.857 NA NA 99.425 NA NA 98.938

Economically Disadvantaged # enrolled NA NA 90895 NA NA 80815 NA NA 1395 NA NA 1437 NA NA 92290 NA NA 82252

Economically Disadvantaged # tested NA NA 90394 NA NA 79941 NA NA 1381 NA NA 1423 NA NA 91775 NA NA 81364

Economically Disadvantaged % tested NA NA 99.449 NA NA 98.919 NA NA 98.996 NA NA 99.026 NA NA 99.442 NA NA 98.920

English Learners # enrolled NA NA 19367 NA NA 9397 NA NA 154 NA NA 138 NA NA 19521 NA NA 9535

English Learners # tested NA NA 19326 NA NA 9343 NA NA 151 NA NA 138 NA NA 19477 NA NA 9481

English Learners % tested NA NA 99.788 NA NA 99.425 NA NA 98.052 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 99.775 NA NA 99.434

Participation rates are based on assessment type
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2018-2019 Test Participation
Grades 3-8

Students Tested by Student Group in Social Studies during the 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Statistic EOG Gr 3 EOG Gr 4 EOG Gr 5 EOG Gr 6 EOG Gr 7 EOG Gr 8 GAA Gr 3 GAA Gr 4 GAA Gr 5 GAA Gr 6 GAA Gr 7 GAA Gr 8 Both GR 3 Both GR 4 Both GR 5 Both GR 6 Both GR 7 Both GR 8

Hispanic # enrolled NA NA 23077 NA NA 21510 NA NA 255 NA NA 229 NA NA 23332 NA NA 21739

Hispanic # tested NA NA 23002 NA NA 21380 NA NA 249 NA NA 229 NA NA 23251 NA NA 21609

Hispanic % tested NA NA 99.675 NA NA 99.396 NA NA 97.647 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 99.653 NA NA 99.402

Multi-Racial # enrolled NA NA 5308 NA NA 4488 NA NA 70 NA NA 46 NA NA 5378 NA NA 4534

Multi-Racial # tested NA NA 5278 NA NA 4488 NA NA 70 NA NA 46 NA NA 5348 NA NA 4534

Multi-Racial % tested NA NA 99.435 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 100.000 NA NA 99.442 NA NA 100.000

Students with Disabilities # enrolled NA NA 18784 NA NA 15817 NA NA 1791 NA NA 1956 NA NA 20575 NA NA 17773

Students with Disabilities # tested NA NA 18494 NA NA 15492 NA NA 1763 NA NA 1931 NA NA 20257 NA NA 17423

Students with Disabilities % tested NA NA 98.456 NA NA 97.945 NA NA 98.437 NA NA 98.722 NA NA 98.454 NA NA 98.031

White # enrolled NA NA 51203 NA NA 51321 NA NA 582 NA NA 725 NA NA 51785 NA NA 52046

White # tested NA NA 50756 NA NA 50784 NA NA 571 NA NA 710 NA NA 51327 NA NA 51494

White % tested NA NA 99.127 NA NA 98.954 NA NA 98.110 NA NA 97.931 NA NA 99.116 NA NA 98.939

Participation rates are based on assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

Student Tested by Student Group in English Language Arts during 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Assessment Subject Statistic EOC Value GAA Value Both

All Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 141003 NA 141003

All Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 139597 NA 139597

All Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 99.003 NA 99.003

American Indian/ Alaskan Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 275 NA 275

American Indian/ Alaskan Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 272 NA 272

American Indian/ Alaskan Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 98.909 NA 98.909

Asian/ Pacific Islander Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 6592 NA 6592

Asian/ Pacific Islander Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 6574 NA 6574

Asian/ Pacific Islander Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 99.727 NA 99.727

Black Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 50397 NA 50397

Black Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 49523 NA 49523

Black Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 98.266 NA 98.266

Economically Disadvantaged Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 83688 NA 83688

Economically Disadvantaged Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 82500 NA 82500

Economically Disadvantaged Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 98.58 NA 98.58

English Learners Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 7797 NA 7797

English Learners Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 7707 NA 7707

English Learners Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 98.846 NA 98.846

Hispanic Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 22454 NA 22454

Hispanic Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 22247 NA 22247

Hispanic Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 99.078 NA 99.078

Multi-Racial Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 4768 NA 4768

Multi-Racial Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 4734 NA 4734

Multi-Racial Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 99.287 NA 99.287

Students with Disabilities Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 15419 NA 15419

Students with Disabilities Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 15093 NA 15093

Students with Disabilities Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 97.886 NA 97.886

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

White Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # enrolled 56520 NA 56520

White Ninth Grade Literature and Composition # tested 56248 NA 56248

White Ninth Grade Literature and Composition % tested 99.519 NA 99.519

All American Literature and Composition # enrolled 121984 1550 123534

All American Literature and Composition # tested 120773 1492 122265

All American Literature and Composition % tested 99.007 96.258 98.973

American Indian/ Alaskan American Literature and Composition # enrolled 235
Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan American Literature and Composition # tested 232
Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan American Literature and Composition % tested 98.723 NA NA

Asian/ Pacific Islander American Literature and Composition # enrolled 5733 38 5771

Asian/ Pacific Islander American Literature and Composition # tested 5716 37 5753

Asian/ Pacific Islander American Literature and Composition % tested 99.703 97.368 99.688

Black American Literature and Composition # enrolled 45006 716 45722

Black American Literature and Composition # tested 44337 689 45026

Black American Literature and Composition % tested 98.514 96.229 98.478

Economically Disadvantaged American Literature and Composition # enrolled 68111 1094 69205

Economically Disadvantaged American Literature and Composition # tested 67103 1047 68150

Economically Disadvantaged American Literature and Composition % tested 98.52 95.704 98.476

English Learners American Literature and Composition # enrolled 5221 52 5273

English Learners American Literature and Composition # tested 5155 51 5206

English Learners American Literature and Composition % tested 98.736 98.077 98.729

Hispanic American Literature and Composition # enrolled 18490 167 18657

Hispanic American Literature and Composition # tested 18284 162 18446

Hispanic American Literature and Composition % tested 98.886 97.006 98.869

Multi-Racial American Literature and Composition # enrolled 3857 42 3899

Multi-Racial American Literature and Composition # tested 3828 42 3870

Multi-Racial American Literature and Composition % tested 99.248 100 99.256

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

Students with Disabilities American Literature and Composition # enrolled 11867 1550 13417

Students with Disabilities American Literature and Composition # tested 11657 1492 13149

Students with Disabilities American Literature and Composition % tested 98.23 96.258 98.003

White American Literature and Composition # enrolled 48667 586 49253

White American Literature and Composition # tested 48379 561 48940

White American Literature and Composition % tested 99.408 95.734 99.365

Student Tested by Student Group in Mathematics during 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Assessment Subject Statistic EOC Value GAA Value Both

All Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 161756 NA 161756

All Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 159767 NA 159767

All Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 98.77 NA 98.77

American Indian/ Alaskan Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 323 NA 323

American Indian/ Alaskan Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 320 NA 320

American Indian/ Alaskan Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 99.071 NA 99.071

Asian/ Pacific Islander Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 9080 NA 9080

Asian/ Pacific Islander Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 9066 NA 9066

Asian/ Pacific Islander Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 99.846 NA 99.846

Black Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 55973 NA 55973

Black Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 54793 NA 54793

Black Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 97.892 NA 97.892

Economically Disadvantaged Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 92350 NA 92350

Economically Disadvantaged Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 90646 NA 90646

Economically Disadvantaged Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 98.155 NA 98.155

English Learners Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 8671 NA 8671

English Learners Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 8560 NA 8560

English Learners Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 98.72 NA 98.72

Hispanic Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 26064 NA 26064

Hispanic Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 25764 NA 25764

Hispanic Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 98.849 NA 98.849

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

Multi-Racial Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 5596 NA 5596

Multi-Racial Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 5537 NA 5537

Multi-Racial Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 98.946 NA 98.946

Students with Disabilities Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 15669 NA 15669

Students with Disabilities Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 15194 NA 15194

Students with Disabilities Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 96.969 NA 96.969

White Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # enrolled 64725 NA 64725

White Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra # tested 64288 NA 64288

White Algebra I & Coordinate Algebra % tested 99.325 NA 99.325

All Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 129398 1488 130886

All Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 127621 1482 129103

All Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 98.627 99.597 98.638

American Indian/ Alaskan Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 229
Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 222
Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 96.943 NA NA

Asian/ Pacific Islander Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 6191 37 6228

Asian/ Pacific Islander Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 6178 37 6215

Asian/ Pacific Islander Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 99.79 100 99.791

Black Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 46662 684 47346

Black Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 45622 682 46304

Black Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 97.771 99.708 97.799

Economically Disadvantaged Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 73129 1040 74169

Economically Disadvantaged Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 71652 1037 72689

Economically Disadvantaged Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 97.98 99.712 98.005

English Learners Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 5978 51 6029

English Learners Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 5895 51 5946

English Learners Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 98.612 100 98.623

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

Hispanic Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 20170 163 20333

Hispanic Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 19945 162 20107

Hispanic Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 98.884 99.387 98.889

Multi-Racial Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 4237 42 4279

Multi-Racial Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 4199 42 4241

Multi-Racial Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 99.103 100 99.112

Students with Disabilities Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 13041 1488 14529

Students with Disabilities Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 12497 1482 13979

Students with Disabilities Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 95.829 99.597 96.214

White Geometry & Analytic Geometry # enrolled 51915 561 52476

White Geometry & Analytic Geometry # tested 51456 558 52014

White Geometry & Analytic Geometry % tested 99.116 99.465 99.12

Student Tested by Student Group in Science during 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Assessment Subject Statistic EOC Value GAA Value Both

All Biology # enrolled 130986 1488 132474

All Biology # tested 129110 1484 130594

All Biology % tested 98.568 99.731 98.581

American Indian/ Alaskan Biology # enrolled 232
Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan Biology # tested 229
Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan Biology % tested 98.707 NA NA

Asian/ Pacific Islander Biology # enrolled 6340 37 6377

Asian/ Pacific Islander Biology # tested 6312 37 6349

Asian/ Pacific Islander Biology % tested 99.558 100 99.561

Black Biology # enrolled 47975 686 48661

Black Biology # tested 46883 685 47568

Black Biology % tested 97.724 99.854 97.754

Economically Disadvantaged Biology # enrolled 76936 1045 77981

Economically Disadvantaged Biology # tested 75341 1042 76383

Economically Disadvantaged Biology % tested 97.927 99.713 97.951

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

English Learners Biology # enrolled 7013 51 7064

English Learners Biology # tested 6907 51 6958

English Learners Biology % tested 98.489 100 98.499

Hispanic Biology # enrolled 20905 162 21067

Hispanic Biology # tested 20621 162 20783

Hispanic Biology % tested 98.641 100 98.652

Multi-Racial Biology # enrolled 4459 43 4502

Multi-Racial Biology # tested 4413 42 4455

Multi-Racial Biology % tested 98.968 97.674 98.956

Students with Disabilities Biology # enrolled 13949 1488 15437

Students with Disabilities Biology # tested 13587 1484 15071

Students with Disabilities Biology % tested 97.405 99.731 97.629

White Biology # enrolled 51081 558 51639

White Biology # tested 50655 556 51211

White Biology % tested 99.166 99.642 99.171

All Physical Science # enrolled 118517 NA 118517

All Physical Science # tested 117406 NA 117406

All Physical Science % tested 99.063 NA 99.063

American Indian/ Alaskan Physical Science # enrolled 255 NA 255

American Indian/ Alaskan Physical Science # tested 254 NA 254

American Indian/ Alaskan Physical Science % tested 99.608 NA 99.608

Asian/ Pacific Islander Physical Science # enrolled 7766 NA 7766

Asian/ Pacific Islander Physical Science # tested 7755 NA 7755

Asian/ Pacific Islander Physical Science % tested 99.858 NA 99.858

Black Physical Science # enrolled 37258 NA 37258

Black Physical Science # tested 36565 NA 36565

Black Physical Science % tested 98.14 NA 98.14

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

Economically Disadvantaged Physical Science # enrolled 64585 NA 64585

Economically Disadvantaged Physical Science # tested 63615 NA 63615

Economically Disadvantaged Physical Science % tested 98.498 NA 98.498

English Learners Physical Science # enrolled 5072 NA 5072

English Learners Physical Science # tested 5017 NA 5017

English Learners Physical Science % tested 98.916 NA 98.916

Hispanic Physical Science # enrolled 17805 NA 17805

Hispanic Physical Science # tested 17646 NA 17646

Hispanic Physical Science % tested 99.107 NA 99.107

Multi-Racial Physical Science # enrolled 4108 NA 4108

Multi-Racial Physical Science # tested 4079 NA 4079

Multi-Racial Physical Science % tested 99.294 NA 99.294

Students with Disabilities Physical Science # enrolled 10297 NA 10297

Students with Disabilities Physical Science # tested 10046 NA 10046

Students with Disabilities Physical Science % tested 97.562 NA 97.562

White Physical Science # enrolled 51325 NA 51325

White Physical Science # tested 51107 NA 51107

White Physical Science % tested 99.575 NA 99.575

Student Tested by Student Group in Social Studies during 2018-2019 School Year

Student Group Assessment Subject Statistic EOC Value GAA Value Both

All Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 108929 NA 108929

All Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 108066 NA 108066

All Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 99.208 NA 99.208

American Indian/ Alaskan Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 199 NA 199

American Indian/ Alaskan Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 196 NA 196

American Indian/ Alaskan Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 98.492 NA 98.492

Asian/ Pacific Islander Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 4824 NA 4824

Asian/ Pacific Islander Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 4811 NA 4811

Asian/ Pacific Islander Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 99.731 NA 99.731

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

Black Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 41048 NA 41048

Black Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 40609 NA 40609

Black Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 98.931 NA 98.931

Economically Disadvantaged Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 59783 NA 59783

Economically Disadvantaged Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 59100 NA 59100

Economically Disadvantaged Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 98.858 NA 98.858

English Learners Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 4149 NA 4149

English Learners Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 4104 NA 4104

English Learners Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 98.915 NA 98.915

Hispanic Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 15841 NA 15841

Hispanic Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 15704 NA 15704

Hispanic Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 99.135 NA 99.135

Multi-Racial Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 3373 NA 3373

Multi-Racial Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 3347 NA 3347

Multi-Racial Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 99.229 NA 99.229

Students with Disabilities Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 9983 NA 9983

Students with Disabilities Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 9773 NA 9773

Students with Disabilities Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 97.896 NA 97.896

White Economics Business Free Enterprise # enrolled 43645 NA 43645

White Economics Business Free Enterprise # tested 43400 NA 43400

White Economics Business Free Enterprise % tested 99.439 NA 99.439

All United States History # enrolled 115613 1533 117146

All United States History # tested 114214 1482 115696

All United States History % tested 98.79 96.673 98.762

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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2018‐2019 Test Participation
High School

American Indian/ Alaskan United States History # enrolled 223
Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan United States History # tested 221
Too Few 
Students

Too Few 
Students

American Indian/ Alaskan United States History % tested 99.103 NA NA

Asian/ Pacific Islander United States History # enrolled 5214 38 5252

Asian/ Pacific Islander United States History # tested 5201 37 5238

Asian/ Pacific Islander United States History % tested 99.751 97.368 99.733

Black United States History # enrolled 43457 708 44165

Black United States History # tested 42703 683 43386

Black United States History % tested 98.265 96.469 98.236

Economically Disadvantaged United States History # enrolled 65438 1082 66520

Economically Disadvantaged United States History # tested 64233 1041 65274

Economically Disadvantaged United States History % tested 98.159 96.211 98.127

English Learners United States History # enrolled 5473 53 5526

English Learners United States History # tested 5393 51 5444

English Learners United States History % tested 98.538 96.226 98.516

Hispanic United States History # enrolled 17980 168 18148

Hispanic United States History # tested 17736 162 17898

Hispanic United States History % tested 98.643 96.429 98.622

Multi-Racial United States History # enrolled 3615 42 3657

Multi-Racial United States History # tested 3574 42 3616

Multi-Racial United States History % tested 98.866 100 98.879

Students with Disabilities United States History # enrolled 11679 1533 13212

Students with Disabilities United States History # tested 11424 1482 12906

Students with Disabilities United States History % tested 97.817 96.673 97.684

White United States History # enrolled 45126 576 45702

White United States History # tested 44779 558 45337

White United States History % tested 99.231 96.875 99.201

Participation rates are based on
 assessment type
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Eligibility Criteria for the Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0 (GAA) 

Step I: Review the Eligibility Criteria for GAA 

Prior to reviewing the eligibility criteria for GAA, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team must understand all assessment options, 
including the characteristics of each assessment and the potential implications of each assessment choice. 

According to O.C.G.A § 20-2-281, school districts are required to follow the procedures specified in the applicable test administration 
materials. As a result, the IEP team must use this form to document its assessment decisions. 

If GAA is being considered, the IEP team must review the four criteria below and select Yes or No if applicable to the student. To be eligible to 
participate in GAA, the answer to all four of the questions below must be Yes. If the answer to any of the questions is No, the student is not 
eligible to participate in GAA and must participate in the Georgia Milestones Assessment System. Each Yes answer requires a justification that 
contains evidence that the student meets the criteria. 

Student Name Grade 
Eligibility Criteria Sources of Evidence (check if used) Justification 

1. Does the student require intensive,
individualized instruction in a variety
of instructional settings?
The student needs specialized
academic instruction and techniques
over a period of time to ensure that he
or she can learn, retain information,
and transfer skills to other settings.

Yes 
No 

Present Levels of Academic 
Achievement and Functional 
Performance 
Anecdotal Notes and 
Observations 
Benchmark Data 
Progress Monitoring Data 
Other_____________________ 

2. Does the student have a significant
cognitive disability?
A significant cognitive disability is
determined by the IEP team and must
be based on evaluation information
performed by a qualified evaluation
team. The significant cognitive
disability must affect the student’s
intellectual functioning and be
documented as such in the student’s
individualized education program (IEP).

Yes 
No 

Results of Individual Cognitive 
Ability Test 
Results of Adaptive Behavior 
Skills Assessment 
Other_____________________ 

B.1 GAA 2.0 Eligibility Criteria
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Student Name  Grade  
Eligibility Criteria  Sources of Evidence (check if used) Justification 

3. Does the student require specialized 
supports to access and participate in the 
grade-level Georgia Standards of 
Excellence (GSE) that require 
modifications based on the student’s 
Present Levels of Academic 
Achievement and Functional 
Performance (PLAAFP)? 
Access to the grade-level curriculum is 
mandated by the federal government. 
A student with a significant cognitive 
disability requires access to the GSEs 
through prerequisite skills that are 
linked to the grade-level curriculum. 

Yes 
No 

 Results of Individual Cognitive 
Ability Test 

 Results of Adaptive Behavior 
Skills Assessment 

 Anecdotal Notes and 
Observations 

 Benchmark Data 
 Progress Monitoring Data 
 Results of language 
assessments including English 
Learner (EL) assessments, if 
applicable 

 Other_____________________ 

 

4. Does the student require specialized 
supports to demonstrate age-
appropriate adaptive behavior? 
A student with a significant cognitive 
disability needs specialized support 
throughout the day in areas such as 
expressing his or her needs, getting 
from place to place, eating lunch, 
negotiating social situations, and/or 
taking care of personal needs. 

Yes 
No 

 Results of Individual Cognitive 
Ability Test 

 Results of Adaptive Behavior 
Skills Assessment 

 Other_____________________ 
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Step II: Assurances 

The IEP team has participated in training and guidance regarding student participation in state mandated assessments that includes the 
information below: 

Under 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 300.320(a)(6) and [O.C.G.A § 20-2-281], if the IEP team determines that the student will take GAA, 
the IEP team may provide additional summary statements of why the student cannot participate in the Georgia Milestones Assessment 
System, with or without allowable accommodations, and why the alternate assessment is appropriate for the student, including that all of the 
eligibility criteria are met. 

Additional Summary Statements (if necessary): 

The decision to administer GAA is based on multiple sources of measurable, objective evidence, including, but not limited to current IEP 
PLAAFP statements, goals and/or objectives, report cards, progress reports, work samples, teacher observations, Full and Individual 
Evaluations (FIE), standardized achievement test results, and classroom, district, and statewide assessment results. This decision is not based 
solely on the student’s previous performance on statewide assessment. 

The decision to administer GAA is made by the IEP team, not administratively based on federal accountability requirements which limit the 
number of students taking an alternate assessment who can be counted as proficient in CCRPI performance calculations. Although GAA is 
intended for a small number of students, the proficiency cap does not limit the number of students receiving special education services who 
may take the alternate assessment. 

The decision to administer GAA is based on the student’s educational needs and the instruction the student is receiving. This decision is not 
based solely on the student’s disability category and is not based on the student’s racial or economic background, excessive or extended 
absences, or amount of time or location of service delivery. 
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B.2: State Board Rule Intellectual Disability Definition  

Appendix (e): INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY (ID).  

160-4-7-.05-21  ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION AND CATEGORIES OF ELIGIBILITY 
Definition. 

Intellectual disabilities refer to significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning which exists 
concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior that adversely affects educational performance and 
originates before age 18.  [34 C.F.R § 300.8(c)(6)]  Intellectual disability does not include conditions 
primarily due to a sensory or physical impairment, traumatic brain injury, autism spectrum disorders, 
severe multiple impairments, cultural influences or a history of inconsistent and/or inadequate educational 
programming. 
 
(a) Significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning is defined as approximately 70 IQ or below as 
measured by a qualified psychological examiner on individually administered, nationally normed 
standardized measures of intelligence. 
 
(1) All IQ scores defining eligibility for children with intellectual disabilities shall be interpreted as a 
range of scores encompassed by not more than one standard error of measurement below and above the 
obtained score.  The standard error of measurement for a test may be found in the technical data section of 
the test manual. 
 
(2) Any final determination of the level of intellectual functioning shall be based on 
multiple sources of information and shall include more than one formal measure of intelligence 
administered by a qualified psychological examiner.  There may be children with IQ scores below 70 
who do not need special education.  Interpretation of results should take into account factors that may 
affect test performance such as socioeconomic status, native language, and cultural background and 
associated disabilities in communication, sensory or motor areas. 
(i) Significantly subaverage intellectual functioning must be verified through a written summary of at least 
one structured observation that demonstrates the child’s inability to progress in a typical, age appropriate 
manner and with consideration for culturally relevant information, medical and education history. 
 
(b)Deficits in adaptive behavior are defined as significant limitations in a child’s effectiveness in 
meeting the standards of maturation, learning, personal independence or social responsibility, and 
especially school performance that is expected of the individual's age-level and cultural group, as 
determined by clinical judgment. 
 
(1) The child demonstrates significantly subaverage adaptive behavior in school and home, and, if 
appropriate, community environments. These limitations in adaptive behavior shall be established 
through the use of standardized adaptive behavior measures normed on the general population, including 
people with disabilities and people without disabilities.  On these standardized measures, significant 
limitations in adaptive behavior are operationally defined as performance that is at least two standard 
deviations below the mean of either (a) one of the following three types of adaptive behavior: conceptual, 
social, or practical, or (b) an overall (composite) score on a standardized measure of conceptual, social, 
and practical skills. Documentation must include information from at least two sources.  The first source 
shall be 
someone from the local school who knows the child and the second source shall be someone who 
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knows the child outside of the school environment such as a parent, guardian, or person acting as a 
parent. 
 
(i). Interpretation of results should consider the child’s cultural background, socioeconomic status 
and any associated disabilities that may limit or impact the results of the adaptive behavior 
measures. 
 
(c) Deficits in intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior must have existed prior to age 
18. 
 
(d) A child must not be determined to be a child with an Intellectual Disability if the determinant factor 
for that determination is: 
 
1. Lack of appropriate instruction in reading, including the essential components of 
reading instruction; 
2. Lack of appropriate instruction in math; 
3. Lack of appropriate instruction in written expression; 
4. Limited English proficiency; 
5. Visual, hearing or motor disability; 
6. Emotional disturbances; 
7. Cultural factors; 
8. Environmental or economic disadvantage; or 
9. Atypical educational history (multiple school attendance, lack of attendance, etc.). 
 
Eligibility and Placement. 
 
A child may be classified as having an intellectual disability (at one of the levels listed below) when a 
comprehensive evaluation indicates deficits in both intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior.  
Intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior shall be considered equally in any determination that a 
child is eligible for services in the area of intellectual disability.  A comprehensive educational 
evaluation shall be administered to determine present levels of academic functioning.  The report shall 
be prepared for each child to provide an adequate description of the data collected and explicit pre-
referral interventions prior to evaluation and to explain why the child is eligible for services in a 
program for children with intellectual disabilities.  In situations where discrepancies exist between test 
score results from intellectual functioning, adaptive behavior and academic achievement, the eligibility 
report must contain a statement of specific factors considered which resulted in the decision of the 
eligibility team. Eligibility teams must establish that any limits in performance are not primarily due to 
the exclusionary factors and must document this in the eligibility report: 
 
A child may be classified as having an intellectual disability at one of the levels listed below. 
 
Mild intellectual disability (MID). 
 
(1) Intellectual functioning ranging between an upper limit of approximately 70 to a 
lower limit of approximately 55; and 

 
(2) Deficits in adaptive behavior that significantly limit a child’s effectiveness in meeting 
the standards of maturation, learning, personal independence or social responsibility, and especially 
school performance that is expected of the individual’s age level and cultural group, as determined 
by clinical judgment. 
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Moderate intellectual disability (MOID). 
 
(1) Intellectual functioning ranging from an upper limit of approximately 55 to a lower limit 
of approximately 40; and 
 
(2) Deficits in adaptive behavior that significantly limit a child’s effectiveness in meeting 
the standards of maturation, learning, personal independence or social responsibility, and especially 
school performance that is expected of the individual’s age-level and cultural group as determined by 
clinical judgment. 
 
Severe intellectual disability (SID). 
 
(1) Intellectual functioning ranging from an upper limit of approximately 40 to a lower limit 
of approximately 25; and 
 
(2) Deficits in adaptive behavior that significantly limit a child’s effectiveness in 
meeting the standards of maturation, learning, personal independence or social responsibility and 
especially school performance that is expected of the individual’s age-level and cultural group as 
determined by clinical judgment. 
 
Profound intellectual disability (PID). 
 
(1) Intellectual functioning below approximately 25; and 
 
(2) Deficits in adaptive behavior that significantly limit a child’s effectiveness in 
meeting the standards of maturation, learning, personal independence or social responsibility and 
especially school performance that is expected of the child's age-level and cultural group, as determined 
by clinical judgment. 
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B.3: NCEO CoP and PLG Participation  
 

A. The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) Department of Special Education and Supports 
participates in The National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) Community of Practice 
for the 1% Participation Threshold. The group meets every two weeks. The Special Education 
Department has had someone participate in the majority of the sessions.  

 
Participants: Program Manager for Special Education Services and Support  
November 1, 2018- Present 

 
B. GADOE staff members participates in National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) 1% 

Participation Threshold Peer Learning Groups  
 

1) Digging into Your Data: Building a 1% Data Analysis and Use Plan  
  

Participant: Program Manager for Special Education Services and Support 
The purpose of this group is to have the participants work collaboratively to examine data related 
to the 1% Threshold to determine ways to approach the provision of technical assistance to 
districts. 
 
February 13, 2019  
February 27, 2019  
March 13, 2019 
March 27, 2019 
April 10, 2019 
April 24, 2019  
  

2) Guiding and Evaluating District Justifications  
 

Participants: Program Manager and/or Program Specialist for Special Education Services and 
Support  
 
The purpose of this peer group is to have states work with each other to identify what should be 
required in district justifications for exceeding the 1% threshold; how to evaluate justifications that 
the state receives; and how to act on the evaluations. We discussed how NCEO will support the 
CoP in developing student profiles to use for training LEAs. We also shared with the group 
Georgia’s resources for training educators and provided parent resources. 
  
May 30, 2019  
June 13, 2019  
June 19, 2019  
July 25, 2019  
July 31, 2019  
August 8, 2019  
September 5, 2019  
September 19, 2019 

 
3) IEP Team Decision Making  
 

Participants: Program Manager Specialist for Special Education Services and Support  
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The purpose of this peer group is the same as above and to have states work with each other to 
determine what are the IEP team assessment decisions and sharing tools and resources utilized by 
the participating states.  
 
October 2, 2019  
October 3, 2019  
October 17, 2019 
November 13, 2019 
December 5, 2019 
December 18, 2019 
December 19, 2019 

 
C. Program manager for special education and an LEA assessment director attended the ASES/ 

NCEO 1% Forum prior to ASES meeting on June 26, 2019 in Orlando. 
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B.4 GAA 2.0 Support November 2018-November 2019 
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B.5: Assessment Manuals, Handbooks, and Newsletters 

 

 

2019 -2020 Student Assessment Handbook 

2019-2020 Accessibility & Accommodations Manual  

  

ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent 
Cap Waiver Request for 2019-2020

Georgia Department of Education 
December 2019 ∙ 47

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/For%20Educators/Student_Assessment_Handbook_August_2019.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/For%20Educators/2019-2020_Accessibility_Accommodations_Manual.pdf


B.6: Assessment Resources – GAA 2.0 Training 1 and Training 2 
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B.7: Assessment Resources – Forms, Test Administration, Scoring and Reporting   
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What is the GAA 2.0? 
The Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0 (GAA 2.0) is designed to ensure that students 
with significant cognitive disabilities are provided access to the state academic content 
standards and given the opportunity to demonstrate achievement of the knowledge, 
concepts, and skills inherent in the standards. 

The Georgia Standards of Excellence and Extended Content Standards for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities drive the curriculum, instructional strategies, and 
assessment. 

What are Extended Content Standards? 
The Extended Content Standards reflect how a grade-level standard can be made 
accessible for students with significant cognitive disabilities for both instruction and 
assessment. They are separated into three access points, starting with the least complex 
and moving to the most complex concepts and skills. GAA 2.0 tasks are written to these 
access points. 

How are Assessment Items Structured? 
Each test has 10 tasks. Tasks begin with a scenario, followed by three parts that increase 
in complexity to give students the opportunity to show what they know and can do. 

How will the test be administered to students? 
Test examiners will assess each student individually. Most students will be able to use 
the same communication mode on the GAA 2.0 test as they would typically use in their 
classroom. The assessment is not timed and can be paused for a variety of reasons. 

How will scores be used? 
Parents can use scores to learn more about their student’s achievement. Educators can 
use assessment results to plan for classroom instruction and monitor student progress. 
Scores are also utilized in the state’s school accountability system, the College and 
Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI). 

Information Technology Solutions 

KEY FEATURES 

Basic text and simplified 
graphics are used to 
help students 
understand test 
material. 

The test is untimed to 
allow for flexible 
scheduling, including 
customized student 
breaks and pacing. 

If a student does not 
provide the correct 
answer to a question, 
examiners are directed 
to give students a 
second, scripted 
opportunity with 
additional support to 
answer the item. 

Examiners can use the 
same manipulatives 
during testing that 
students use during 
classroom instruction to 
help students respond 
to tasks. 

Scenarios or passages 
introduce each task to 
engage students and 
activate their 
background knowledge. 

For more information, 
contact the Assessment 
Administration Division  

(800) 634-4106

Who will take the GAA 2.0? 
The GAA 2.0 will be administered to all 
eligible students in the following areas: 

• Grades K, 3-8, and high school will be
assessed in English Language Arts and
Mathematics.

• Grades 5, 8, and high school will also
be assessed in Science and Social
Studies.

When will my child take the test? 
Georgia’s Spring 2020 GAA 2.0 test 
administration window is March 23 
through May 1, 2020. School district 
administrators determine when students 
within their district will test during this 
state window. 

B.8: GAA2.0 Parent Flyer 2020
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Appendix C: Public Notice  

LEAs and the public were provided an opportunity to submit feedback to the GaDOE prior to the 
submission of this waiver request. The public comment period lasted from October 23 to  November 29 - 
meeting the 30-day State Board of Education rule. Public notice of the intent to submit a waiver (C.1) was 
posted to the GaDOE website (C.2). Emails were sent from the GaDOE’s Deputy Superintendent of 
Assessment and Accountability to LEA superintendents (C.3), assessment directors (C.4), special 
education directors (C.5), and Title I directors (C.6). Additionally, notice was sent to LEA accountability 
contacts (C.7) and members of the State’s Special Education State Advisory Panel which includes GA 
PTA(C.8).  

Appendix C. Public Notice Document, Location, and Emails  

C 1: Public Notice 
C2: Website Location 
C3: Email to Superintendents 
C4: Email to Assessment Directors 
C5: Email to Special Education Directors 
C6: Email to Title I Directors 
C7: Email to LEA Accountability Contacts 
C8: Email to LEA State Advisory Panel 
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C1: Public Notice- Document 

October 29, 2019  
Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020 

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) is seeking comments on the following waiver request 
for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), which will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Education (US ED). Comments and questions 
should be submitted to Allison Timberlake, Deputy Superintendent for Assessment and Accountability, 
at atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us no later than Friday, November 29, 2019. 

The ESSA includes a statewide 1.0 percent participation cap in alternate assessments based on 
alternate achievement standards (AA-AAS) for each content area (1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I)). States can 
request a one-year waiver from this requirement if the state anticipates being above the cap. Georgia 
received a one-year waiver from the requirement for the 2018-2019 school year. The GaDOE is 
submitting a similar request for the 2019-2020 school year to provide the necessary time to continue to 
implement policies and district supports to ensure the alternate assessment is only administered to 
those students for whom it is intended. 

In 2019, Georgia’s schools utilized the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0) for an estimated 1.3 
percent of tested students. The GaDOE is anticipating that Georgia will be above the 1.0 percent cap in 
2019-2020 as well. The waiver submission will include a demonstration of progress in the work of 
reducing the percentage of students assessed via the GAA as well as the following information, as 
outlined in 34 CFR § 200.6(c)(4)ii-v: 

• State-level data analysis a) showing the number and percentage of students in each subgroup
who took the GAA, and b) validating the State has measured the achievement of at least 95
percent of all students and at least 95 percent of students with disabilities;

• assurances from the State that each local education agency (LEA) anticipated to exceed the 1.0
percent cap a) followed State guidelines under paragraph 200.6(d) - excluding (d)(6), and b) will
address any disproportionality in the percentage of student subgroups under section
1111(c)(2)(A), (B), or (D) being administered the GAA; and

• a plan and timeline by which a) the State will improve its guidelines under § 200.6(d), b) the
State will take additional steps to support and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that
the State anticipates will use the GAA to assess more than 1.0 percent of its students in a
content area, and c) the State will address any disproportionality in the percentage of students
taking the GAA.

Prior to submitting this ESSA waiver request, the GaDOE is providing public notice to all interested 
parties across Georgia. The GaDOE is providing such notification by posting a public notice on its website 
of the intent to request a waiver of the alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards 
1.0 percent cap. In addition, the GaDOE has emailed information pertaining to the waiver to all district 
superintendents, Title I directors, assessment directors, special education directors, parent groups, and 
the State Advisory Panel for Special Education. Copies of all comments the State may receive from 
stakeholders in response to this notice will be attached to the waiver request sent to US ED. 
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C.2:  Public Notice Posted - Website location 
 
From: Ken Banter <kbanter@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2019 8:13 AM 
To: Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us>; John Wight <JWight@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Public Notice of ESSA AA Waiver 

Paula, 

We have posted on our website (see below) the public notice seeking comments on our waiver request 
on ESSA’s alternate assessment 1.0 cap. 

 

Ken Banter, EdD 

Senior Program Manager, Title I, Part A 
Federal Programs 
Georgia Department of Education 
1858 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
404-463-3467 (Office) 
404-673-2372 (Cell) 
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C.3:  Public Notice – Email to Superintendents 
 

From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 12:39 PM 
To: K12 Superintendents <superintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us>; K12 Charter School Superintendents 
<k12charterschoolsuperintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick 
<mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us>; Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us>; Sandra Greene 
<sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us>; Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us>; Craig Geers 
<cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us>; John Wight <JWight@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA 
Importance: High 

 

Superintendents, 

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of 
Education (US ED) regarding the 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local 
education agencies (LEAs) and other education stakeholders. 

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the 
State a year to further implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the 
appropriate administration of the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0). During the one-year waiver 
period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education and Assessment and Accountability would work 
collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and technical assistance.   

Additional waiver details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice. The notice is 
attached to this email and is also available on the GaDOE’s Title I webpage. If you have any comments or 
questions pertaining to this waiver, please send them to me by November 29, 2019.   

Thank you, 

Allison 
Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
 
Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 
 
“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
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C.4:  Public Notice – Email to Assessment Directors 
 
From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 12:39 PM 
To: K12 Assessment Directors <k12assessment@list.doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick 
<mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us>; Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us>; Sandra Greene 
<sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us>; Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us>; Craig Geers 
<cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us>; John Wight <JWight@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA 
Importance: High 

 

Assessment Directors, 

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of 
Education (US ED) regarding the 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local 
education agencies (LEAs) and other education stakeholders. 

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the 
State a year to further implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the 
appropriate administration of the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0). During the one-year waiver 
period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education and Assessment and Accountability would work 
collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and technical assistance.   

Additional waiver details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice. The notice is 
attached to this email and is also available on the GaDOE’s Title I webpage. If you have any comments or 
questions pertaining to this waiver, please send them to me by November 29, 2019.   

 
Thank you, 
Allison 
 
Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
 
Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 
 
“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
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C.5:  Public Notice – Email to Special Education Directors 
 
From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 12:40 PM 
To: K12 Special Education Directors <k12specialeducation@list.doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick 
<mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us>; Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us>; Sandra Greene 
<sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us>; Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us>; Craig Geers 
<cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us>; John Wight <JWight@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA 
Importance: High 

 

Special Education Directors, 

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of 
Education (US ED) regarding the 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local 
education agencies (LEAs) and other education stakeholders. 

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the 
State a year to further implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the 
appropriate administration of the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0). During the one-year waiver 
period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education and Assessment and Accountability would work 
collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and technical assistance.   

Additional waiver details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice. The notice is 
attached to this email and is also available on the GaDOE’s Title I webpage. If you have any comments or 
questions pertaining to this waiver, please send them to me by November 29, 2019.   

Thank you, 

Allison 

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
 
Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 
 
“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
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C.6:  Public Notice – Email to Title I Directors 
 

From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 12:40 PM 
To: K12 Title I Directors <K12TitleIDirectors@list.doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick 
<mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us>; Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us>; Sandra Greene 
<sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us>; Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us>; Craig Geers 
<cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us>; John Wight <JWight@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA 
Importance: High 

 

Title I Directors, 

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of 
Education (US ED) regarding the 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local 
education agencies (LEAs) and other education stakeholders. 

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the 
State a year to further implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the 
appropriate administration of the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0). During the one-year waiver 
period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education and Assessment and Accountability would work 
collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and technical assistance.   

Additional waiver details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice. The notice is 
attached to this email and is also available on the GaDOE’s Title I webpage. If you have any comments or 
questions pertaining to this waiver, please send them to me by November 29, 2019.   

Thank you, 
Allison 
 
Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
 
Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 
 
“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
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C.7:  Public Notice – Email to LEA Accountability Contacts 
 
From: Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 12:53 PM 
To: Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>; August Ogletree <aogletree@doe.k12.ga.us>; Kris 
Dennis <Kris.Dennis@doe.k12.ga.us>; Lacey Andrews <landrews@doe.k12.ga.us>; Tianna Sims 
<tsims@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: FW: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA 
Importance: High 

 

Accountability contacts: 

Please see the email below. 

Thank you, 

Paula  
Paula Swartzberg 
Director of Accountability 
Assessment & Accountability 
1554 Twin Towers East 
Georgia Department of Education 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
phone: 404-463-1539 
fax: 770-344-3448 
pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://www.gadoe.org 
 

From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 12:39 PM 
To: K12 Superintendents <superintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us>; K12 Charter School Superintendents 
<k12charterschoolsuperintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick 
<mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us>; Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us>; Sandra Greene 
<sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us>; Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us>; Craig Geers 
<cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us>; John Wight <JWight@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA 
Importance: High 

Superintendents, 

 

ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent 
Cap Waiver Request for 2019-2020

Georgia Department of Education 
December 2019 ∙ 58

mailto:pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us
http://www.gadoe.org/
mailto:ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:superintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:k12charterschoolsuperintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:JWight@doe.k12.ga.us


The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of 
Education (US ED) regarding the 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local 
education agencies (LEAs) and other education stakeholders. 

 

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the 
State a year to further implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the 
appropriate administration of the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0). During the one-year waiver 
period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education and Assessment and Accountability would work 
collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and technical assistance.   

 

Additional waiver details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice. The notice is 
attached to this email and is also available on the GaDOE’s Title I webpage. If you have any comments or 
questions pertaining to this waiver, please send them to me by November 29, 2019.   

 

Thank you, 

Allison 

 

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
 
Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 
 
“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
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C.8:  Public Notice – Email to State Advisory Panel

From: Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Date: October 31, 2019 at 10:45:46 AM EDT 
To: Adreian Standard <adreians2014@gmail.com>, Akilah Heggs Lee <akilah.heggslee@dph.ga.gov>, 
Alecia Segurksy <asegursky@gcbe.org>, Allen Mueller <AMueller@doe.k12.ga.us>, Alyssa Barnes 
<abarnes@ung.edu>, Angie Slade <aslade@doe.k12.ga.us>, Anne Fernandez 
<afernandez@elbert.k12.ga.us>, Anne Ladd <aladd@doe.k12.ga.us>, Camela Mears 
<cmears@floydboe.net>, Christina Brown <christina.brown@djj.state.ga.us>, Cynthia Glenn 
<2bsetfree09@live.com>, Delephia Riley <delephia_riley@gwinnett.k12.ga.us>, Devon Orland 
<Dorland@thegao.org>, Donna Kosicki <familyengagement@georgiapta.org>, Emily Woods 
<ealvarez@dcboe.com>, Erica Glenn <eglenn@doe.k12.ga.us>, Ganesh Nayak <sgnayak@gmail.com>, 
Gloria Glass <People47@hotmail.com>, Heidi Hill <hillhe@clarke.k12.ga.us>, James Butler 
<jwbutler1961@gmail.com>, Jessi Presley <jpresley@rcs.rome.ga.us>, Jessica Davis 
<jesdon75988@gmail.com>, Jessica Land <jland@bleckley.k12.ga.us>, Josette Franklin 
<Josette.franklin@dhs.ga.gov>, Joya Carter-Hicks <jcarterh@kennesaw.edu>, Julia Rusert 
<Julia.rusert@gmail.com>, "Juree Hall " <jurhall@valdosta.edu>, Justine Ferrer 
<justine.ferrer@yahoo.com>, Kari Meyer <karilenameyer@gmail.com>, Karin Fisher 
<kfisher@georgiasouthern.edu>, Kimberleigh Beard <bkimberleigh@gmail.com>, Kimberly Washington 
<attorneykjw@gmail.com>, Lee Bryan <lee.bryan@gvs.ga.gov>, Leroy Hutchins 
<trehutchins@gmail.com>, Leslie O'Neill <lthornberg@yahoo.com>, Lisa Lake <lisalake37@gmail.com>, 
Lisa Newbern <lisanewbern01@gmail.com>, Martha Jones <mnjones@atlanta.k12.ga.us>, Matt Reese 
<mreese@montgomery.k12.ga.us>, Mitzi Proffitt <mitzi@p2pga.org>, Pamela Piper 
<par4982@aol.com>, Pat Wolf <pat.wolf@gnetsofoconee.org>, Patricia Grayson 
<pattispeice@comcast.net>, Paul West <Pawest@forsyth.k12.ga.us>, Rebecca Best 
<r.best1@grady.k12.ga.us>, Renita Webb <championrenita@gmail.com>, Sabine Claster 
<sclaster@gaca.connectionsacademy.org>, Susan Moody <susan.moody@ymail.com>, Tamyka Davis 
<tadavis@doe.k12.ga.us>, Tangela Early <tangelaearly@yahoo.com>, Tanya Schlegel 
<tanyaschlegel88@gmail.com>, Thaddeus Dixon <thaddeus.dixon@gdc.ga.gov>, Tracie Doe 
<tracie.doe@cobbk12.org>, Yaasmeen Nyjah <ynyjah@gmail.com>, Zelphine SmithDixon 
<ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>, Meghan Frick <mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us>, Craig 
Geers <cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA 

State Advisory Panel, 

 Please note the message from Dr. Allison Timberlake (Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & 
Accountability) pertaining to Georgia’s Waiver for the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0).  

 As a SAP, you must be given the opportunity to comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed 
by the State regarding the education of students with disabilities, as well as, policies relating to the 
coordination of services for students with disabilities. If you have questions, you may send them directly 
to Dr. Timberlake; her contact is below.  
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Zelphine Smith-Dixon, Ed.D. 
State Director 
Division for Special Education Services and Supports/Suite 1870 
Cell: 404-987-1568 
Email: zsmith@doe.k12.ga.us 
www.gadoe.org 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------- 

  

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of 
Education (US ED) regarding the 1.0 percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from local 
education agencies (LEAs) and other education stakeholders. 

  

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting that US ED allow the 
State a year to further implement guidelines and interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the 
appropriate administration of the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA 2.0). During the one-year waiver 
period, the GaDOE’s offices of Special Education and Assessment and Accountability would work 
collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and technical assistance.   

  

Additional waiver details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public notice. The notice is 
attached to this email and is also available on the GaDOE’s Title I webpage. If you have any comments or 
questions pertaining to this waiver, please send them to me by November 29, 2019.   

  

Thank you, 

Allison 

 Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 

Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
  
Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 
 “Educating Georgia’s Future” 
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   State Board Approved Membership    District  State Board Approved Membership    District 

Tangela Early 1 

Jessica Davis 1 

Emily Woods 2 

Rebecca Best 2 

James Butler 3 

Kari Harwitz 3 

Lisa Lake 4 

Pamela Piper 4 

Angie Slade 4 

Martha Jones 5 

Susan Moody 5 

Ganesh Nayak (SAP Vice Chair) 6 

Lisa Newbern 6 

Patricia Grayson 6 

Sabine Claster 7 

Delephia Riley 7 

Gloria Glass 8 

Jessica Land       8 

Anne Fernandez 9 

Heidi Hill 9 

Adreian Standard 10 

Leslie O’Neill 11 

Julia Rusert 11 

Alyssa Barnes 11 

Alecia Segurksy 11 

Kimberleigh Beard 12 

Justine Ferrer 12 

Renita Webb 12 

Karin Fisher    12 

Matt Reese    12 

Tanya Schlegel    12 

Juree Hall (SAP Chair)  13 

Yasmeen Nyjah         13 

Leroy Hutchins        13 

Kimberly Washington   13 

Tracie Doe        13 

Jessica Presley        14 

Cynthia Glenn        14 

Camela Mears        14

 Appointed Approved Members  Agency Appointed Positions 

Allen Mueller  Private Schools and Public Charter Schools 

Lee Brinkley Bryan Department of Labor and Vocational Rehabilitation 

Thaddeus Dixon Georgia Department of Corrections 

Christina Brown Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice 

Josette Franklin Georgia Department of Family and Children Services 

Akilah Heggs-Lee Department of Public Health (Babies Can’t Wait) 

Joya Carter-Hicks  Higher Education Representative 

Karin Fisher Higher Education Representative 

Anne Ladd Georgia Department of Education, Special Education 

Devon Orland Georgia Advocacy Office 

Pat Wolf  Georgia Network for Educational and Therapeutic Support (GNETS) 

Donna Kosicki Georgia Parent and Teacher Association (PTA) 

Vacant Georgia School Superintendents’ Association 

Mitzi Proffitt Parent Training and Information Center 

Paul West Georgia Council of Administrators of Special Education 

Erica Glenn McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program 
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Appendix D: Public Comments and GaDOE Responses 

The GaDOE received five responses during the public comment period. Four of the responses were from 
LEAs in favor of the State submitting the waiver. The LEAs explained in the comments the special 
circumstances that led them to exceed the 1%. The fifth response from an advocate and member of the 
State Advisory Panel  was not substantively related to the waiver; rather, it addressed graduation options. 
The State did not receive any feedback from stakeholders that required modification to the waiver or the 
State’s plan for implementing waiver-related activities during 2019-2020.  
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Appendix D - Public Comments – 2020 GAA 1% Waiver 

D. 1: LEA Comment 
 

From: Jamie Taylor <jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 3:53 PM 
To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020 

 

Comment: 

It is difficult for a small school system to get below the 1% cap when we only test 1600 students. Only 
our students with significant cognitive disabilities participate in the GAA. The students in those 
classrooms are truly the ones that need to participate. When we have 24 students on the GAA at three 
different schools, we will never be able to get below the 1% threshold. This percentage is unfair to small 
school districts. 

While I understand the need for technical assistance and implementing the strategies, that still will not 
help us get below the 1%. 

 

Thanks, 

Jamie Taylor 
Jamie Taylor 
Berrien County Schools 
810 S. Dogwood Drive 
Nashville, GA 
(229)686-2081 phone 
(229)686-6570 fax 
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From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:22 PM 
To: Jamie Taylor <jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: RE: Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020 

 

Jamie, 

Thank you very much for the feedback. The federal requirement only places a 1% cap at the state level, 
not at the district level. Therefore if a district has everything properly in place but still exceeds 1%, that 
will be taken into consideration when offering technical assistance. 

 

Thank you, 

Allison 

 

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
 
Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 
 
“Educating Georgia’s Future” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent 
Cap Waiver Request for 2019-2020

Georgia Department of Education 
December 2019 ∙ 65

mailto:ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us
mailto:atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us
http://gadoe.org/
http://facebook.com/georgiadeptofed
http://twitter.com/georgiadeptofed
https://www.instagram.com/georgiadeptofed/
http://twitter.com/suptwoods


D. 2 LEA Comment 

From: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:10 PM 
To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz 
<ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@gocats.org> 
Subject: Valdosta City comment concerning 1% Participation Cap for GAA 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

Valdosta City would like to submit a comment for the 1% Participation Cap for 
Alternative Assessments under ESSA. Please take into consideration districts who have 
a residential treatment facility within their jurisdiction, specifically those private facilities 
that do not provide educational services, but rely on the local school district to provide 
services. VCS has a private residential treatment facility within its city limits that serves 
students who have significant cognitive disabilities.   We do not evaluate nor identify 
these students, as they already come to our district with an active eligibility. This 
impacts our overall 1% participation rate as these students move into this facility from 
around the state and out of the state.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Dr. Vakesha E. Mays 

Director of Special Education    
Valdosta City Schools  
1204 Williams Street  
Valdosta, GA 31603 
229-333-8505 Phone  
229-333-8598 Fax  
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From: Allison Timberlake  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:23 PM 
To: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org> 
Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz 
<ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@gocats.org> 
Subject: RE: Valdosta City comment concerning 1% Participation Cap for GAA 

Vakesha, 

Thank you very much for the feedback. The federal requirement only places a 1% cap at the state level, 
not at the district level. Therefore if a district has everything properly in place but still exceeds 1%, that 
will be taken into consideration when offering technical assistance. 

Thank you, 

Allison 

Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 
“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
 

From: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:33 PM 
To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz 
<ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@gocats.org> 
Subject: Re: Valdosta City comment concerning 1% Participation Cap for GAA 

 

Thank you for your quick response and for taking this into consideration. We look forward to 
hearing from you.  
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D. 3 LEA Comment 

From: Mary Raburn <mary.raburn@carrolltoncityschools.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 9:05 AM 
To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Anna Clifton <anna.clifton@carrolltoncityschools.net> 
Subject: Carrollton City Schools - Support for Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for 
GAA 

 

Dr. Timberlake, 

On behalf of Carrollton City Schools, I would like to let you know that we support the ESSA 
waiver request for 1% participation cap for GAA administration. The GAA enrollment in 
Carrollton City Schools currently exceeds the 1% cap because a special program exists in our 
system that has drawn large numbers of students with the most significant 
disabilities. Families of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities move to the 
Carrollton City School district specifically to receive specialized services due to the exceptional 
special education services and supports provided.  The GAA is a vital assessment for our 
students that meet the criteria for administration. Thank you for your consideration as we 
continue to administer the GAA for all students that meet the criteria, even if participation 
exceeds 1%. 

 

Thank You, 

Mary Raburn 

Director of Student Services 

Carrollton City Schools 

770-834-7077 
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D. 4 LEA Comment 

From: Joseph Barrow <barrow.joseph@mail.fcboe.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 1:09 PM 
To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick 
<mfrick@doe.k12.ga.us>; Paula Swartzberg <pswartzberg@doe.k12.ga.us>; Sandra Greene 
<sgreene@doe.k12.ga.us>; Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us>; Craig Geers 
<cgeers@doe.k12.ga.us>; John Wight <JWight@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Re: Georgia ESSA Waiver Request for 1% Participation Cap for GAA 

 

Hi Dr. Timberlake, 

We very much appreciate the GaDOE being an advocate for local systems regarding the GAA waiver. We 
also appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback on this issue. Our piece of feedback would be that 
systems (such as Fayette) are slightly going over the cap based on the number of students enrolled in 
our Dual Enrollment (DE) Courses. Additionally, if the testing rule allowing students enrolled in AP/IB 
classes is passed to exempt the EOC (I do support this recommendation), this will most likely impact us 
as well. My thinking is that the USED may not be as familiar with enrollment calculation implications of 
DE and the potential exemption of the testing waiver.    

We wish you good luck as you push for the waiver and thanks again for the opportunity to share our 
thoughts with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jody 
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D.5: Comment 

From: Devon Orland <dorland@thegao.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 8:25 AM 
To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> 
Subject: Waiver for GAA 

 

Good morning.  I understand that you are collecting comments regarding the GAA waiver.  While we 
support real education for all with disabilities the incoherent diploma/assessment system in Georgia 
needs overhaul.  Without delving into the State’s motivation for pushing more students into GAA the 
effect is that Georgia’s graduation rate is artificially inflated.  Georgia needs real graduation options that 
support students of all abilities.  By granting Georgia a waiver in its administration of GAA, Georgia will 
continue to artificially inflate its graduation statistics while leaving more and more kids without 
marketable skills.  Thank you. 

 

Devon Orland, J.D. 
Litigation Director 
Georgia Advocacy Office 
(404) 885-1234 
 
This message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is addressed.  This 
communication may contain information that is proprietary, privileged, confidential or otherwise legally 
exempt from disclosure.  If you are not the named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, 
retain, copy or disseminate this message or any part of it.  If you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender immediately by e-mail and delete all copies of the message. 
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From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 11:02 AM 
To: Dorland <Dorland@thegao.org> 
Subject: RE: Waiver for GAA 

 

Mr. Orland, 

Thank you for your email and feedback. Georgia is pursuing this waiver of the statewide 1% cap as we 
are currently above 1%. This waiver will provide more time to provide technical support to districts to 
help ensure they are following state guidelines when placing students on the GAA as well as addressing 
any disproportionality in their placements. 

Additionally, 2018-2019 was the first administration of our revised alternate assessment, the GAA 2.0. 
This assessment was redesigned to ensure that students with significant cognitive disabilities are 
provided access to the state academic content standards and given the opportunity to demonstrate 
achievement of the knowledge, concepts, and skills inherent in the standards. You can learn more about 
the GAA 2.0 on our website. 

Finally, Georgia recently requested an ESSA amendment to create an alternate diploma for students 
with significant cognitive disabilities. You can read more about this process on our website.  

Thank you again for taking the time to provide feedback on Georgia’s 1% waiver request. 

Thank you, 

Allison 
Allison Timberlake, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for Assessment & Accountability 
Georgia Department of Education 
1554 Twin Towers East 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
(404) 463-6666 
atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us 
http://gadoe.org 
 

Connect with GaDOE: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | State School Superintendent 

 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 

 

 

 

ESSA Alternate Assessment 1.0 Percent 
Cap Waiver Request for 2019-2020

Georgia Department of Education 
December 2019 ∙ 71

mailto:ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Dorland@thegao.org
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA_2.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Pages/ESSA.aspx
mailto:atimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us
http://gadoe.org/
http://facebook.com/georgiadeptofed
http://twitter.com/georgiadeptofed
https://www.instagram.com/georgiadeptofed/
http://twitter.com/suptwoods

	1.ESSA’s 1.0 Percent Cap and Georgia’s Alternate Assessment
	2. Waiver Submission Requirements
	2.1 Ninety-day Requirement
	2.2 Data Requirements

	3. Implementation and 2019 Plan
	3.1 Improving the Implementation of State Guidelines
	3.2 Support and Oversight of LEA Implementation
	3.3 Disproportionality

	4. Data and Reporting
	4.1 LEA Reporting to State
	4.2 LEA Reporting to Parents
	4.3 LEA Reporting to the State and the Public
	4.4 State Reporting to LEAs

	5. Timeline and Activities
	5.1 General Calendar of Waiver Activities for 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 School Years
	5.2 Training and Activities 2017-2020
	5.3 34 CFR §200.6(d) Regulations

	Appendices
	Appendix A: Assessment Participation Data
	A.1: Count and Percentage of Students Assessed via the Georgia Alternate Assessment
	A.2: Count and Percentage of LEAs Exceeding 1.0 Percent Participation by Student Subgroups
	A.3: Participation Rates for Elementary and Middle School GAA
	A.4: Participation Rates for High School End-of-Course Assessments

	Appendix B: Guidelines, Resources, and Training
	B.1: GAA 2.0 Eligibility Criteria
	B.2: State Board Rule Intellectual Disability Definition
	B.3: NCEO CoP and PLG Participation
	B.4 GAA 2.0 Support November 2018-November 2019
	B.5: Assessment Manuals, Handbooks, and Newsletters
	B.6: Assessment Resources – GAA 2.0 Training 1 and Training 2
	B.7: Assessment Resources – Forms, Test Administration, Scoring and Reporting
	B.8: GAA2.0 Parent Flyer 2020

	Appendix C: Public Notice
	Appendix D: Public Comments and GaDOE Responses

	A.5 EOG_GAA_Participation_10.11.19_Format.pdf
	EOG

	A.6 EOC_GAA_Participation_10.18.19.pdf
	EOC

	B.1 GAA Eligibility Criteria.pdf
	B.1 GAA 2.0 Eligibility Criteria

	Appendix C.1 -C.8  - Public Notice emails.pdf
	From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 12:39 PM To: K12 Superintendents <superintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us>; K12 Charter School Superintendents <k12charterschoolsuperintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: Ri...
	From: Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us> Date: October 31, 2019 at 10:45:46 AM EDT To: Adreian Standard <adreians2014@gmail.com>, Akilah Heggs Lee <akilah.heggslee@dph.ga.gov>, Alecia Segurksy <asegursky@gcbe.org>, Allen Mueller <AMueller@doe....

	Appendix C.1 -C.8  - Public Notice emails.pdf
	C1: Public Notice- Document
	C.2:  Public Notice Posted - Website location
	C.3:  Public Notice – Email to Superintendents
	C.4:  Public Notice – Email to Assessment Directors
	C.5:  Public Notice – Email to Special Education Directors
	C.6:  Public Notice – Email to Title I Directors
	C.7:  Public Notice – Email to LEA Accountability Contacts
	From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 12:39 PM To: K12 Superintendents <superintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us>; K12 Charter School Superintendents <k12charterschoolsuperintendents@list.doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: Ri...
	C.8:  Public Notice – Email to State Advisory Panel

	From: Zelphine SmithDixon <ZSmith@doe.k12.ga.us> Date: October 31, 2019 at 10:45:46 AM EDT To: Adreian Standard <adreians2014@gmail.com>, Akilah Heggs Lee <akilah.heggslee@dph.ga.gov>, Alecia Segurksy <asegursky@gcbe.org>, Allen Mueller <AMueller@doe....

	Appendix D - Public Comments.pdf
	From: Jamie Taylor <jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 3:53 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Subject: Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020
	From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:22 PM To: Jamie Taylor <jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us> Subject: RE: Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020
	D. 2 LEA Comment
	From: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:10 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz <ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@g...
	From: Allison Timberlake  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:23 PM To: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org> Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz <ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@gocats.org> Subject: RE: Vald...
	D. 3 LEA Comment
	From: Mary Raburn <mary.raburn@carrolltoncityschools.net>  Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 9:05 AM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: Anna Clifton <anna.clifton@carrolltoncityschools.net> Subject: Carrollton City Schools - Suppor...
	D. 4 LEA Comment
	From: Joseph Barrow <barrow.joseph@mail.fcboe.org>  Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 1:09 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick <mfrick@doe.k...
	D.5: Comment
	From: Devon Orland <dorland@thegao.org>  Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 8:25 AM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Subject: Waiver for GAA
	From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 11:02 AM To: Dorland <Dorland@thegao.org> Subject: RE: Waiver for GAA

	Appendix D - Public Comments.pdf
	D. 1: LEA Comment
	From: Jamie Taylor <jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 3:53 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Subject: Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020
	From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:22 PM To: Jamie Taylor <jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us> Subject: RE: Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020
	D. 2 LEA Comment
	From: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:10 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz <ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@g...
	From: Allison Timberlake  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:23 PM To: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org> Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz <ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@gocats.org> Subject: RE: Vald...
	D. 3 LEA Comment
	From: Mary Raburn <mary.raburn@carrolltoncityschools.net>  Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 9:05 AM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: Anna Clifton <anna.clifton@carrolltoncityschools.net> Subject: Carrollton City Schools - Suppor...
	D. 4 LEA Comment
	From: Joseph Barrow <barrow.joseph@mail.fcboe.org>  Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 1:09 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick <mfrick@doe.k...
	D.5: Comment
	From: Devon Orland <dorland@thegao.org>  Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 8:25 AM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Subject: Waiver for GAA
	From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 11:02 AM To: Dorland <Dorland@thegao.org> Subject: RE: Waiver for GAA

	Appendix D - Public Comments.pdf
	D. 1: LEA Comment
	From: Jamie Taylor <jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 3:53 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Subject: Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020
	From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:22 PM To: Jamie Taylor <jamie.taylor@berrien.k12.ga.us> Subject: RE: Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Waiver for 2019-2020
	D. 2 LEA Comment
	From: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org>  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:10 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz <ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@g...
	From: Allison Timberlake  Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 4:23 PM To: Vakesha Mays <vmays@gocats.org> Cc: tcason@gocats.org; dcole <dcole@gocats.org>; scbrown@gocats.org; Laura Diaz <ldiaz@gocats.org>; Dan Altman <daltman@gocats.org> Subject: RE: Vald...
	D. 3 LEA Comment
	From: Mary Raburn <mary.raburn@carrolltoncityschools.net>  Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 9:05 AM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: Anna Clifton <anna.clifton@carrolltoncityschools.net> Subject: Carrollton City Schools - Suppor...
	D. 4 LEA Comment
	From: Joseph Barrow <barrow.joseph@mail.fcboe.org>  Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 1:09 PM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Cc: Richard Woods <rwoods@doe.k12.ga.us>; Matt Jones <mattjones@doe.k12.ga.us>; Meghan Frick <mfrick@doe.k...
	D.5: Comment
	From: Devon Orland <dorland@thegao.org>  Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 8:25 AM To: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us> Subject: Waiver for GAA
	From: Allison Timberlake <ATimberlake@doe.k12.ga.us>  Sent: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 11:02 AM To: Dorland <Dorland@thegao.org> Subject: RE: Waiver for GAA
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