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Purpose of this Guide

Purpose of this Guide

The purpose of this guide is to provide essential information to help stakeholders 
interpret reports, scores, and data related to the Georgia Alternate Assessment 2.0 
(GAA 2.0). Parents and educators are the primary users of this guide. This guide 
should assist stakeholders in understanding how to interpret and use the scores for 
improving student attainment of the knowledge and skills assessed. This guide details 
the Individual Student Report, as well as other reports created primarily for system 
and school staff use in evaluating student learning and making decisions about 
improving instruction.

This guide is organized into four sections: Introduction to the GAA 2.0, GAA 2.0 Test 
Design, General Guidelines for Score Interpretation, and GAA 2.0 Sample Reports 
with Annotations.

Introduction to the GAA 2.0 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA) and the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA) require that states ensure all students, including those with 
significant cognitive disabilities, have access to challenging academic standards and 
participate in the state’s assessment program. The GAA 2.0 is the state’s alternate 
assessment based on alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS) for those 
students with significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the general 
statewide assessment program, even with maximum allowable accommodations. 
The U.S. Department of Education defines alternate achievement standards as 
establishing performance expectations that differ in complexity from grade-level 
achievement standards. These standards must be aligned with the state’s content 
standards, promote access to the general content standards, and articulate the 
highest achievement levels possible for the individual student.

The GAA 2.0 is designed to ensure that students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities are provided access to the state academic content standards and given 
the opportunity to demonstrate achievement of the essential knowledge, concepts, 
and skills inherent in the standards. To that end, the GAA 2.0 assesses students’ 
understanding of the state’s alternate academic content standards, or Extended 
Content Standards, which align to the grade-level content standards. Alignment 
refers to the connection of the skill through which students will demonstrate what 
they know and can do, to the content standard expectations for general education 
students in a given grade. Students with significant cognitive disabilities may need to 
learn these skills differently, in smaller segments, with fewer identified components, 
at a slower pace, and/or learn skills that would provide access to the standard. 
The Extended Content Standards allow students to show learning of concepts and 
constructs within a grade-level standard, but at reduced levels of complexity.
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Introduction to the GAA 2.0  

For an overview of the GAA 2.0, please refer to information and resources found at 
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/
GAA_2.aspx.

Students to be Assessed
For students with disabilities, each student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
team determines how the student shall participate in Georgia’s student assessment 
program. If a student’s IEP team determines that a student cannot meaningfully 
access the general statewide assessments, even with maximum allowable 
accommodations, then the student may participate in the GAA 2.0. The IEP team will 
use the Eligibility Criteria to guide and document its assessment decisions.

Students eligible to participate in the GAA 2.0 in grades 3, 4, 6, and 7 are assessed 
only in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics. Students eligible to participate 
in the GAA 2.0 in grade 5 are assessed in ELA, Mathematics, and Science. Students 
eligible to participate in the GAA 2.0 in grades 8 and high school are assessed in 
ELA, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. The high school assessment is 
administered to students in grade 11.

Content Areas by Grade

Grade ELA Mathematics Science Social Studies
3 ✔ ✔

4 ✔ ✔

5 ✔ ✔ ✔

6 ✔ ✔

7 ✔ ✔

8 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

HS ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Alignment to Standards
The tasks on the GAA 2.0 are aligned to the Extended Content Standards for each 
grade and content area. The Extended Content Standards reflect how a grade-level 
standard can be made accessible for students with significant cognitive disabilities for 
both instruction and assessment. They are separated into four levels, starting with 
the least complex and moving to the most complex concepts and skills. GAA 2.0 tasks 
are aligned to the second, third, and fourth levels of the Extended Content Standards. 
GAA 2.0 test items have been written to assess the content knowledge and skills that 
are described in the Extended Content Standards, which are aligned to grade-level 
general education standards that are reduced in depth, breadth, and complexity. 
During the item development process, Georgia educators review the tasks to ensure 
there is a match between the tasks and standards. Links to the Extended Content 
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GAA 2.0 Test Design

Standards and support documents are available on the Georgia Department of 
Education website at http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/
Assessment/Pages/GAA-2.0-Extended-Content-Standards.aspx.

GAA 2.0 Test Design

The GAA 2.0 contains eleven three-part tasks with multiple-choice questions. Ten of 
the tasks count toward a student’s score, and one task is a field test task which does 
not count toward a student’s score. Each task is written to three levels of complexity, 
starting with the least complex part and increasing in complexity. A scenario or 
passage is provided at the beginning of each task and serves as an introduction. 

Test Content
The content of each GAA 2.0 assessment is outlined in the test blueprint. The 
blueprint indicates the standards to be assessed, with related standards grouped 
by claims and targets. The percentage of the test associated with each claim is 
also provided. Test blueprints can be found at http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-
Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA-Blueprints.aspx.

Test Format
The GAA 2.0 is administered as a scripted paper-and-pencil test, and test examiners 
assess each student individually. Students are able to use the same communication 
mode (read aloud, Braille, etc.) on the GAA 2.0 test as they would typically use in 
their classroom. The assessment is not timed and can be paused for a variety of 
reasons. A wide variety of test administration procedures, which are designed to 
facilitate accessibility, are available to all students. For example, all students receive 
a one-on-one administration with content read aloud to them from large print 
materials. For a full list of administration options available to all students, see the 
Accessibility and Accommodations Manual at https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-
Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/For%20Educators/2020-2021_
Accessibility_Accommodations_Manual_Revised_September_2020.pdf.

Task Components
Tasks have been designed to allow for the flexibility needed to meet the needs of the 
diverse range of students taking the GAA 2.0.
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GAA 2.0 Test Design 

Scenario

The scenario introduces the topic and provides a brief reminder of prior learning. The 
purpose of the scenario is to engage the student and suggest the relevance of the 
topic.

Part A: Lowest Complexity

The question in Part A represents the most basic presentation of the standard and 
may assess prerequisite skills. Basic text and simplified graphics help to support 
understanding at this level. Two answer options are provided at this level and most 
answer options include graphics.

Part B: Moderate Complexity

The question in Part B represents an entry-level skill and features simple text with 
some academic language. Three answer options are provided at this level and 
graphics may be more academic in nature than those provided for Part A.

Part C: Highest Complexity

The question in Part C may require the student to make inferences, or require the 
application of previous learning. Three answer options are provided at this level and 
graphics are not always included in Part C.

Key Terms

Accommodation

An accommodation is an alteration in the administration of an assessment that 
allows students to participate meaningfully in the assessment process. Allowable 
accommodations should be clearly determined by a student’s Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) team, a Section 504 Individual Accommodation Plan (IAP) 
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GAA 2.0 Test Design

Committee, or an English Learner/Test Participation Committee (EL/TPC). The 
accommodations used by a student on a test must be consistent with the instructional 
and classroom assessment accommodations he or she is provided and must meet the 
criteria of state-approved accommodations.

For more information on accommodations, see the Student Assessment Handbook 
and the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual (both posted annually on the 
Georgia Department of Education’s website at https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-
Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Information-For-Educators.aspx).

Achievement Level

An achievement level refers to a range of scores that defines a specific level of 
achievement, as articulated in the Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs). There are 
four achievement levels for the assessment: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4 
(see page 8 of this guide for more information about the levels).

Achievement Level Descriptor

An achievement level descriptor (ALD) is a narrative description of the knowledge 
and skills expected at each of the four achievement levels, based on the Extended 
Content Standards. An abbreviated version of the ALDs is provided for parents on the 
Individual Student Report and at https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA2_Parent_ALD.aspx. More detailed versions of the 
ALDs for educators are available on the Georgia Department of Education website at 
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/
GAA2_ALD.aspx.

Claim

A claim is a broad statement that outlines the outcomes achieved with mastery 
of the standards within the claim. For example, an ELA claim would be “students 
demonstrate an understanding of the function and meaning of language.” Within each 
claim is a set of targets that identify the knowledge, concepts, and skills on which 
students will be assessed.

Extended Content Standards

The Extended Content Standards reflect how a grade-level standard can be made 
accessible for students with significant cognitive disabilities for both instruction and 
assessment. They are separated into four levels, starting with the least complex and 
moving to the most complex concepts and skills. GAA 2.0 tasks are aligned to these 
levels. The Extended Content Standards for GAA 2.0 can be found on the Georgia 
Department of Education website at http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-
and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GAA-2.0-Extended-Content-Standards.aspx.
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Georgia Test Identifier 

The Georgia Test Identifier (GTID) is the unique number assigned to each student 
that identifies the student throughout his or her public education years in the Georgia 
public school system.

Mean Scale Score

The mean is the arithmetic average of a set of scale scores. The mean scale score is 
found by adding all the scale scores in a given distribution and dividing that sum by 
the total number of scale scores.

Scaffolding

Scaffolding is support that is built into a task to increase a student’s ability to access 
various levels of complexity within the task. If the student does not respond as 
indicated per the Test Examiner Booklet in each task part, scaffolding will be provided. 
All scaffolding instructions are provided in the Test Examiner Booklet and provide the 
student an additional opportunity to show what he or she knows and can do.

Scale Score

A scale score is a mathematical transformation of the total number of points earned 
(i.e., the raw score). Scale scores provide a uniform metric for interpreting and 
comparing scores within each grade level and content area.

Scale Score Range

The scale score range is the amount a student’s observed score (the score the 
student receives on the test) may vary from his or her score if he or she took the 
test multiple times. A scale score indicates a student’s achievement when he or she 
took the test. If a student were to take the same test again, it is likely that his or her 
score would be within the scale score range.

Standard Deviation

The standard deviation is a measure of the variability or dispersion of a distribution 
of scores that represents the average difference between individual scores and 
the mean. The more the scores cluster around the mean, the smaller the standard 
deviation.

General Guidelines for Score Interpretation

This section provides general guidelines for interpreting scores generated from 
the GAA 2.0. Educators are advised to help parents understand the components 
of the Individual Student Report. Particularly, the focus should be to help parents 
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General Guidelines for Score Interpretation

understand their child’s individual strengths and weaknesses in relation to the 
expectations of the Extended Content Standards. School and system staff should 
use the school, system, and state summary reports to understand the strengths 
and weaknesses of the school’s or system’s curriculum and instruction. In general, 
score interpretation should focus on how well students have learned the skills and 
knowledge outlined in the Extended Content Standards, and incorporate other 
evidence of student learning.

Understanding the Use of Scale Scores
In order for different stakeholders (Georgia, systems, schools, parents, etc.) to make 
consistent and accurate decisions based on assessment results, the scores reported 
from assessments need to be comparable—that is, scores must carry the same 
meaning regardless of which test form was administered. The use of scale scores to 
report student performance makes this possible and has distinct advantages over 
other methods such as raw scores and proportion-correct information.

Creating scale scores is analogous to converting currency from different countries to 
US dollars in order to report the relative value of different currencies. For example, 
scores for the SAT, the widely-used college entrance exam, are reported on a scale 
ranging from 200 to 800. Student raw score performance on the SAT is converted to 
the reporting scales in order to take into account differences between SAT forms.

A new scale of measurement was developed to report student performance on the 
GAA 2.0. The scale score reported for each assessment is derived by converting the 
total number of points earned on the test (i.e., the raw score) to the GAA 2.0 scale 
for each particular grade and content area. GAA 2.0 scores are reported on a scale 
that can range from 1000 to 1800. Scale scores are comparable across years for 
the same assessment, but are not comparable across different assessments. Thus, 
a scale score of 1375 on the Grade 4 English Language Arts assessment does not 
indicate the same ability as a scale score of 1375 on the Grade 8 English Language 
Arts assessment or the Grade 4 Mathematics assessment.

Scale Scores and Achievement Levels
To provide more meaning to an assessment’s scaling system, achievement levels are 
established. A process known as standard setting helps to define points along the 
scale score range and gives additional meaning to student performance. These points 
that define different achievement levels are known as cut scores. Georgia educators 
and stakeholders from around the state participated in the standard setting process 
for the GAA 2.0 in July 2019. The cut score recommendations from this statewide 
committee were presented to the State Board of Education and adopted in July 2019.

An achievement level is a range of scores that defines a specific level of student 
performance, as articulated in the Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs). There 
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are four achievement levels for each content area: Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, 
and Level 4. There are three kinds of ALDs: Policy, Range, and Reporting. Policy 
ALDs briefly describe the intended interpretation of the achievement levels, and 
are not specific to any particular content test. Range ALDs describe the expected 
knowledge and skills of students performing in each achievement level, for each 
test, and correspond to the Policy ALD for that level. The Range ALDs depict the 
expected progression in knowledge and skills described in each claim (one or more 
standards) across achievement levels. Reporting ALDs are descriptions, in parent-
friendly language, that summarize all of the Range ALDs in a given performance level, 
connect them to the Policy ALDs, and are used for score reporting. 

The following are the general policy ALDs for the GAA 2.0.

 ● Level 1: Students at this level demonstrate a limited understanding of 
the knowledge and skills specified in Georgia’s alternate academic content 
standards. They are actively working with adapted grade-level content 
that focuses on essential knowledge and skills and may need substantial 
academic support as they transition to the next grade/course, inclusive 
postsecondary education, or competitive integrated employment.

 ● Level 2: Students at this level demonstrate a partial understanding of 
the knowledge and skills specified in Georgia’s alternate academic content 
standards. They are actively working with adapted grade-level content that 
focuses on essential knowledge and skills and may need frequent academic 
support as they transition to the next grade/course, inclusive postsecondary 
education, or competitive integrated employment.

 ● Level 3: Students at this level demonstrate an adequate understanding of 
the knowledge and skills specified in Georgia’s alternate academic content 
standards. They are actively working with adapted grade-level content 
that focuses on essential knowledge and skills and may need occasional 
academic support as they transition to the next grade/course, inclusive 
postsecondary education, or competitive integrated employment.

 ● Level 4: Students at this level demonstrate a thorough understanding of 
the knowledge and skills specified in Georgia’s alternate academic content 
standards. They are actively working with adapted grade-level content that 
focuses on essential knowledge and skills and may need limited academic 
support as they transition to the next grade/course, inclusive postsecondary 
education, or competitive integrated employment.
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General Guidelines for Score Interpretation

For GAA 2.0, the Level 3 ALD represents a student who meets the expectations of 
the alternate academic achievement standards. Below is an example of how a Level 3 
Policy, Range, and Reporting ALD relate to one another for grade 3 ELA.

Policy Range Reporting

Level 3: Students at this 
level demonstrate an 
adequate understanding 
of the knowledge and skills 
specified in Georgia’s alternate 
academic content standards. 
They are actively working with 
adapted grade-level content 
that focuses on essential 
knowledge and skills and may 
need occasional academic 
support as they transition 
to the next grade/course, 
inclusive postsecondary 
education, or competitive 
integrated employment.

Grade 3, ELA Claim: 
Students comprehend text 
in increasingly complex 
ways. 

Level 3 Expectations:

• Identify the main idea of an 
informational text. 

• Recount key details in an 
informational text.

• Identify key details from 
a literary text which could 
lead to the identification of a 
central message or lesson.  

• Match the character with 
his/her description within a 
literary text.  

• Match the main idea and at 
least one supporting detail 
within an informational text.  

• Sequence key events found 
in a literary text to provide a 
summary of the text

In general, your child can: 
identify the main idea of a 
text; recount key details; 
identify details leading to a 
central message; match a 
main idea and supporting 
detail; summarize literary 
text using provided details; 
develop sentences to introduce 
a topic and describe actions 
or events; group related 
sentences; identify sentences 
that describe characters; and 
use nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
and pronouns.

The achievement level classification for a student is determined by the scale 
score cuts. Table 1 presents the scale score ranges associated with each student 
achievement level and grade/content area. 
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Table 1: Scale Score Range by Achievement Level

Achievement Levels

Content Area Grade Level Level 1  
Scale Score

Level 2  
Scale Score

Level 3  
Scale Score

Level 4  
Scale Score

ELA

Grade 3 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1440 1441–1800

Grade 4 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1451 1452–1800

Grade 5 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1449 1450–1800

Grade 6 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1454 1455–1800

Grade 7 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1460 1461–1800

Grade 8 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1464 1465–1800

High School 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1438 1439–1800

Mathematics

Grade 3 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1454 1455–1800

Grade 4 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1434 1435–1800

Grade 5 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1434 1435–1800

Grade 6 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1443 1444–1800

Grade 7 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1450 1451–1800

Grade 8 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1438 1439–1800

High School 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1441 1442–1800

Science

Grade 5 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1466 1467–1800

Grade 8 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1431 1432–1800

High School 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1477 1478–1800

Social Studies
Grade 8 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1442 1443–1800

High School 1000–1349 1350–1399 1400–1433 1434–1800

Standard Error of Measurement
Standard error of measurement (SEM) is an estimate of the precision at points along 
the score scale, and is also known as the conditional standard error of measurement. 
Essentially, this means that if a student were to take a test repeatedly (without 
additional learning or memorization of the test occurring), then it would be expected 
that his or her observed score (the score that is actually received on the test) may 
vary from his or her “true” score within a range of “observed score plus or minus the 
SEM.” The student’s “true” score is never really known since the student rarely takes 
a single test multiple times.

Because no test measures achievement with perfect reliability, it is important to take 
into account the standard error of measurement when interpreting test scores. The 
SEM is calculated independently for each GAA 2.0 assessment, and a scale score 
range (plus/minus one SEM unit) is reported together with the student’s scale score. 
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It is important to note that the SEM is a function of the number of points on which 
a particular score is based. The SEM is reported on the Individual Student Report as 
a range above and below the student’s score on each test. For example, if a student 
receives a score of 1360, the scale score range might be shown as 1350–1399 on the 
Individual Student Report. The wider this range, the greater the potential variation 
between the student’s observed score and his or her “true” score. The SEM is a way 
to measure this variation in achievement. If a student were to take this assessment 
multiple times, all of his or her scores would likely fall within the scale score range.

Students Not Receiving Scale Scores
A student may not receive a scale score for several reasons. In these cases, the 
student receives one of the following designations in lieu of a scale score. Scores 
associated with these non-score designations are not included when computing 
statistics for summary reports.

 ● DNA: This designation indicates that a student Did Not Attempt an 
assessment according to the guidelines established for the assessment. For 
example, if a student is absent for the full assessment window, he or she would 
receive a DNA rather than a scale score for that test.

 ● PID: This designation indicates Present, Insufficient Data. This applies to 
administrations with insufficient data collected to produce a score.

 ● PNRP: This designation indicates Present, No Response Provided. This 
applies to students who do not have an established communication system, 
for whom testing was attempted for six consecutive parts but the student was 
unable to communicate a response.

 ● IV: This designation indicates that there was an irregularity associated with 
a student’s test administration and the student’s score was Invalidated. For 
example, if a student is administered the wrong assessment, he or she would 
receive an IV rather than a scale score for that test. Scores associated with an 
invalidated administration are not included when computing statistics for the 
summary reports.

 ● PIV: This designation indicates that an irregularity in test administration 
resulted in a Participation Invalidation. In a Participation Invalidation, the 
student’s score is invalidated and the student is not considered a participant for 
accountability purposes. For example, if a student receives directive physical 
prompting on an assessment, the student would receive a PIV rather than a 
scale score for that assessment, and he or she would not be counted as a test 
participant. Scores associated with a PIV are not included when computing 
statistics for the summary reports.
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Braille Forms
Students who take the Braille version of the GAA 2.0 are scored only on those items 
that are present on the Braille form of the assessment. Because some test items may 
not be converted to Braille, the Braille version may have a different number of items 
in a given content area compared to other versions of the assessment. Most Braille 
forms have the same number of items as regular forms because Universal Design is 
the focus throughout item and test development. In the 2021 administration, all test 
items were converted to Braille.

Interpreting Group Data in Summary Reports
Summary reports are provided for classes, schools, systems, and the state as a 
whole. In addition, some reports provide comparative data at the state level. When 
interpreting group statistics such as percentages, means, and standard deviations, 
it is important to take into account the group size. The smaller the group size, the 
larger the measurement error associated with the group statistics. 

To protect student privacy, summary information is not provided for groups of fewer 
than 15 students. The exception to this rule is the Class Roster Report. Class roster 
reports will summarize the student results for instructional decision making even for 
classes with fewer than 15 students. These reports carry a special note: “Provided 
for Instructional Purposes Only; NOT for Public Distribution; Avoid FERPA Violations.” 
Educators should take extra precautions with these reports. It should also be noted 
that the sum of the percentages of students falling into each achievement level may 
not total exactly 100 percent due to rounding.

GAA 2.0 Sample Reports with Annotations

This section of the GAA 2.0 Interpretive Guide for Score Reports provides samples 
of reports with annotation of the different components of each report. Reports are 
available for certain school system personnel to access electronically through a secure 
and protected site (i.e., Nextera/ServicePoint or MyGaDOE Portal) and/or via paper 
copies (see Table 2). The reports provided for the GAA 2.0 appear below:

 ● Individual Student Report (ISR)
 o Electronic via Nextera/ServicePoint

 ● Class Roster
 o Electronic only via Nextera/ServicePoint

 ● Content Area Summaries (School, System, State)
 o Electronic only via MyGaDOE Portal and Nextera/ServicePoint.

 ● Summary Report of All Student Populations (School, System, State)
 o Electronic only via MyGaDOE Portal and Nextera/ServicePoint.
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 ● System Data File
 o Electronic only via Nextera/ServicePoint and MyGaDOE Portal
 o Both .txt and .xlsx formats

Table 2: Report Type and Delivery Method

Report Type/Data File Nextera/
ServicePoint

MyGaDOE 
Portal

Individual Student Report (ISR) X

Class Roster X

Content Area Summary – School Level X X

Content Area Summary – System Level X X

Content Area Summary – State Level X X

Summary Report of All Student Populations –  
School Level X X

Summary Report of All Student Populations –  
System Level X X

Summary Report of All Student Populations –  
State Level X X

System Data File – System Level (.txt and .xlsx) X X
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GAA 2.0 Sample Reports with Annotations 

Individual Student Reports
The Individual Student Report (ISR) presents the student’s results for each test 
taken. System and School Test Coordinators download electronic versions of the ISRs 
from Nextera/ServicePoint.

A sample Grade 8 ISR appears on pages 15 through 16. Note: Grades 3, 4, 6, and 7 
do not test Science and Social Studies and Grade 5 does not test Social Studies. All 
ISRs are two pages.

The top of each page of the ISR provides:

q	 Student Demographic Information: Student name, GTID, birth date, test 
date, teacher name, school name, system name, and system/school code. 

The first page of the ISR also provides:

w	 Scale Score/Scale Score Range: This area of the Individual Student Report 
shows a student’s scale score and the scale score range based on the standard 
error of measurement. 

e	 Comparison Chart: Illustrates the student’s score compared to the mean 
scale score within the state. 

r	 Achievement Level: The overall student achievement level on each test is 
Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, or Level 4. According to the sample ISR, the student 
achieved Level 4 in English Language Arts, Level 1 in Mathematics, Level 3 in 
Science, and Level 2 in Social Studies.

t	 Student Summary Graph: This provides a quick glance of where the 
student’s scale score falls within the scale score range and achievement 
levels.

y	 Glossary: Definitions of terms referenced in this report. 

The second page of the ISR provides:

u	 Achievement Level: The shaded level corresponds with the student’s 
achievement level as noted on page 1 of the ISR. 
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Class Roster Reports
Class Roster Reports are accessible via Nextera/ServicePoint.

Student Rosters contain demographic data and test results for each student listed 
on the roster. Rosters are produced for each grade level with students listed 
alphabetically within the class. The Class Roster Report is distributed via Nextera/
ServicePoint only and is accessible by System Test Coordinators. These reports are 
not produced in paper format.

A Sample Class Roster Report for Grade 8 appears on pages 19 through 20.

The Class Roster Reports consist of two sections. The first section is the list of 
students and their test performance for each of the content areas. To list every 
student in a class, there may be several pages. The last section of a class roster 
report contains the “summary” pages.

The first section of the Class Roster Report provides:

q	 Grade/Content Area: Each Class Roster Report lists the grade level at the 
top of the report and content areas as columns across the report. 

w	 Class Demographic Information: This includes the Grade and Class Name, 
the school and system name, and system/school code.

e	 Student Demographic Information: Student demographic information is 
printed in the left-hand column of the report. The student’s name is followed 
by the student’s GTID number and birth date.

r	 Scale Score: The Class Roster Report indicates the scale score for each 
content area for a student on the roster. 

t	 Achievement Level: The student’s achievement level for each content area 
is reported following the scale score. There are four achievement levels for the 
GAA 2.0 assessment—Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4. 

The Class Roster Summary appears on the last page of the Class Roster Report. The 
summary details are below:

y	 Summary by Content Area: The Summary by Content Area section of the 
report has three main sections. The section entitled “Students Included in 
Summaries” provides, by content area, the number of students with scores, 
the mean scale score, and the standard deviation for each content area. It is 
important to note that the total number of students included in the summary 
does not include the students who received a DNA, PID, PNRP, IV, or PIV in 
lieu of a scale score. In this sample class of 16 students, not every student 
received a score in each content area. Therefore, the total number of students 
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is only 10 in English Language Arts and Mathematics and only 12 in Science and 
Social Studies. In addition, the table shows the percentage of students scoring 
in each achievement level. The next section entitled “Students Not Included in 
Summaries” shows students who did not receive a scale score in that content 
area. For this Grade 8 class, in English Language Arts one student received a 
Present, No Response Provided (PNRP) and one student received an Invalidation 
(IV). In Mathematics, one student received a Present, Insufficient Data (PID) and 
one student received a Did Not Attempt (DNA).

18 Copyright © 2021 by the Georgia Department of Education. All rights reserved.
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Content Area Summary Reports
The GAA 2.0 generates Content Area Summary Reports for the state, system, and 
school levels for each grade level. Each of these reports contains similar information, 
but comparison data are presented at different levels of aggregation. The School 
Content Area Summary Report provides overall performance data for the school, 
system, and state. Similarly, the System Content Area Summary Report provides 
overall performance data for the system and state. The State Content Area Summary 
Report simply provides the data at the overall state level. 

A sample School Content Area Summary Report appears on page 22. Content Area 
Summary Reports are accessible via Nextera/ServicePoint and the MyGaDOE Portal to 
System and School Test Coordinators.

The Content Area Summary Reports provide:

q	 Percentage of Students by Achievement Level: This bar graph displays 
the percentages of students in each achievement level. 

w	 Overall Performance:
 ● Number of Students: In English Language Arts, 17 students at the school 

received scores. In Social Studies, the system had 16 students with scores.
 ● Mean Scale Score: In English Language Arts, the mean scale score for the 

school was 1411, which is lower than the state. In Social Studies, the mean 
scale score for the school was 1406, which is lower than the state. 

 ● Standard Deviation: In English Language Arts, the school had a standard 
deviation of 106. In Social Studies, the state’s standard deviation was 68. 

 ● Percent Level 3 or Above (Levels 3 & 4): In English Language Arts, 
59 percent of the students at the school achieved Levels 3 & 4 as compared 
to 70 percent at state levels. In Social Studies, the state had a larger 
percentage of students in Levels 3 and 4 (73 percent) than reported at the 
school level (63 percent).

e	 Percent Level 3 or Above (Levels 3 & 4): This bar graph displays the 
percentages of students who demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and 
skills necessary in each content area for this grade level.

r	 Number of Students Not Included in Summaries: These students receive 
a code instead of a scale score and are excluded from the summary data. The 
sample reports provide the number of students who did not receive scores for 
one of the following reasons:
 ● Did Not Attempt (DNA)
 ● Present, Insufficient Data (PID)
 ● Present, No Response Provided (PNRP)
 ● Invalidation (IV)
 ● Participation Invalidation (PIV) 
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Summary Reports of All Student Populations
Summary Reports of All Student Populations are generated at the school, system, and 
state levels. The reports are generated by grade level and present summary statistics 
for all students as well as particular groups of students. 

A sample system summary report for Grade 8 appears on pages 24 through 27. 
Population Summary Reports for grades 3, 4, 6, and 7 reflect English Language Arts 
and Mathematics content areas only. For grade 5 the reports also reflect Science. 
For grades 8 and high school, the reports also reflect Science and Social Studies. 
Summary Reports of All Student Populations are accessible via Nextera/ServicePoint 
and the MyGaDOE Portal to System and School Test Coordinators.

The Summary of All Student Populations Reports provide:

q	 Group: The student group provides a break out for all students and 
demographic groups such as specific disabilities, gender, ethnicity/race, 
Section 504 and EL. Note that migrant is included on the report but will not be 
reported this year.

w	 Number of Students: The summary report identifies the total number of 
students who received scores.

e	 Mean Scale Score: This statistic indicates the arithmetic average scale 
score for each group of students in the school, system, or state who received 
scores. The sample report indicates that the mean scale score for all students 
in the system is 1439. When looking at gender, females in the system had a 
lower mean scale score than males (1427 vs. 1445). 

r	 Percentage of Students Scoring in Each Achievement Level: There are 
four achievement levels for the GAA 2.0—Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 
4. In Grade 8 English Language Arts, 4 percent of the system’s students who 
took the GAA 2.0 are Level 1, 20 percent are Level 2, 44 percent are Level 3, 
and 32 percent are Level 4 in the All Students category.

t	 Number of Students Not Included in Summaries: These students receive 
a code instead of a scale score and are excluded from the summary data. The 
sample reports provide the number of students who did not receive scores for 
one of the following reasons:
 ● Did Not Attempt (DNA)
 ● Present, Insufficient Data (PID)
 ● Present, No Response Provided (PNRP)
 ● Invalidation (IV)
 ● Participation Invalidation (PIV) 
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