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COLLEGE ACCESS 
CHALLENGE GRANT 

• Grant Implementation led by The 
University System of Georgia on 
behalf of the Governor’s Office. 
 

• Grant Partners Include: 
1. Technical College System of Georgia 
2. Georgia Department  of Education 
3. Georgia Student Finance Commission 
4. Georgia Partnership for Excellence in 

Education 
5. Communities in Schools of Georgia 
6. Southern Regional Education Board 

 

Presenter
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30 sec
While the USG wrote the grant and handles Grant Implementation on behalf of the Governor’s Office, we work very closely with several statewide partners



CACG GOALS 
1) To increase the number of underrepresented 

students who graduate from Georgia high 
schools ready, supported and motivated to go 
into postsecondary education. 

2) To increase the number of underrepresented 
students enrolled and persisting in 
postsecondary education. 

3) To increase the college degree attainment of 
low-income adults with some college credits 
but no degree.  
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We’ll be sharing information mostly on goals one and two



Georgia College 
Access Courses 

• The Georgia College Access 
Courses were developed to 
provide high quality, online 
professional learning for certified 
middle grade and high school 
counselors  and postsecondary 
enrollment professionals.   

• For more information, please visit  
http://academics.georgiasouthern.e
du/ce/programs/onlineofferings/coll
egeaccess/ 
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Presentation Notes
1 min
Developed through SERB Collaborative Counselor Training Initiative . Georgia is one of the five original states. 

Sometimes, you will hear it referred to as CCTI.

READ SLIDE

Online presence is managed with the help of Georgia Southern University

Visit website for more information and to register for courses



http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/ce/programs/onlineofferings/collegeaccess/
http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/ce/programs/onlineofferings/collegeaccess/
http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/ce/programs/onlineofferings/collegeaccess/


  

• Culture Course - Building a College-Going Culture 
for All Students 

• Planning Course - College, Career, and Academic 
Planning 

• Fiscal Course - Financial Aid and College 
Applications 

• Middle Grades Course  - College and Career 
Counseling in the Middle Grades 

Georgia College Access Courses 
Content Development 
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See Brochure for specific course information

ASCA National Model

Program is developed by content experts



Georgia College Access Courses 
(GCAC) 
  

 ASCA National Model 
 Facilitator led 
 Four stand-alone  courses  
 8 weeks per course 
  4 CEUs/PLUs earned per course  
 

 Optional face-to-face course or hybrid 
approach 
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Interact 
Development by content experts
 Middle grades and high school counselors
 State agency representatives
 College of Education faculty
 Curriculum specialists
with other class mates and professor through chats, etc.



GEORGIA COLLEGE ACCESS 
COURSES 

Register Online Now for Summer 
Session – June and/or  

Fall Session – September! 
• Registration fee reimbursed after completion of 

each course ($100). 
• Stipend of $500 awarded to participant for 

completion of 3 of 4 courses. 
• For additional information contact 

gcac@usg.edu 
• Registration link: 

http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/ce/p
rograms/onlineofferings/collegeaccess/ 
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Not just for counselors but for anyone advising student
Stipend is in addition to Registration reimbursement  and only goes to the individual taking the course.

mailto:ccti@usg.edu
http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/ce/programs/onlineofferings/collegeaccess/
http://academics.georgiasouthern.edu/ce/programs/onlineofferings/collegeaccess/


 2014 online survey of more than 169 
enrollees in 7 states 

 Preliminary Findings: 
 77% of counselors implemented 

Action Plan completed during course 
 85% would recommend the training to 

their colleagues 
 92% of counselors report they 

changed their practice as a result 
 79% use course resources following 

completion 

GCAC External Evaluation 
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• The Georgia Apply to College program has the goal of 
providing all Georgia high school seniors with the  
opportunity to apply to college using GAcollege411.org. 

• Please confirm participation to be listed on the site. 
• For more information, please visit 

http://www.usg.edu/apply-to-college,   
• email gacw@usg.edu or  
• call 404-962-3110. 
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1 min
USG, TCSG and CACG reps have supported events in the past as volunteers
If you’ve already applied, please confirm your participation once you receive that email
All types of supportive materials available on the site to include
 -  Pictures, videos and a List of former and existing schools
-   Tips from Veteran Site Coordinators 
Site Coordinator Handbook and Training Video
Volunteer Training Handbook and training video

We will mail you all materials needed for a successful day (Banners, posters, buttons, etc.)

http://gacollege411.org/
http://www.usg.edu/apply-to-college
mailto:gacw@usg.edu


• The College Access Challenge Grant has provided resources to 
enhance GAcollege411. The site offers the following: 
• Career Planning 
• High School Planning 
• College Planning 
• Financial Aid Planning 
• Financial Literacy – LIFE SENSE 
• Resume Builder 
• SAT, COMPASS AND ASSET PREP 
• Info for Adult Learners and Military 

• For more information or to schedule a GACollege411 
presentation or training for your staff or students, please visit 
www.GACollege411.org or email clientservices@gsfc.org.  
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30 seconds
I’m sure you are all aware of GACollege411
GACollege will be undergoing a redesign in December or January. In the meantime, students should continue to utilize all resources available

http://www.gacollege411.org/
mailto:clientservices@gsfc.org


• The   College Access Challenge Grant has provided resources to 
assist Georgia Student  Finance Commission’s completion of  
Financial Aid, FAFSA Events and College Goal Georgia Events.  

• List of events at http://collegegoalga.com/. 
•                             (Bottom right) 
• For more information or to schedule a financial aid  presentation, 

please visit www.GACollege411.org or email 
clientservices@gsfc.org.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
30 sec
CACG provides funding for additional FAFSA and Financial Aid workshops.
Please contact them to come facilitate a FAFSA night or Financial Aid event at your school
Be sure to encourage students to attend the local College Goal Georgia events in your area
Please utilize FAFSA completion module that helps you gauge how many of your students have successfully completed the FAFSA
Studies show that 90% of students that complete and successfully submit the FAFSA enroll on some type of campus in the Fall following their senior year. – FAFSA is a gateway to other money as well.

http://www.gacollege411.org/
mailto:clientservices@gsfc.org


COLLEGE TEXTBOOK 
GRANTS 

Book Grants to dual enrollment students in Early College, GED Dual 
Enrollment programs and other students utilizing Accel, Move on When 
Ready and Hope Grant funding to take dual enrollment college classes are 
able to fund college textbook costs not covered through Georgia’s dual 
enrollment funding. 
 
Schools with low income students currently enrolled in these programs can 
contact the appropriate program directors: Early College – Dawn Cooper 
(dawn.cooper@usg.edu), Hope Grant/MOWR – Dianne Lassai Barker 
(dbarker@tcsg.edu) and GED Dual Enrollment – Carla DeBose 
(CDeBose@tcsg.edu) for more information. 
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Funding is available for textbooks for student
Columbus Tech – Variety of High Schools
Georgia Perimeter – DeKalb Early College Students

mailto:dawn.cooper@usg.edu
mailto:scaldwell@tcsg.edu
mailto:CDeBose@tcsg.edu
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rockingfacts.com/images/College-subject-textbook-search.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rockingfacts.com/college-subject-textbook-search/&h=296&w=262&sz=13&tbnid=H9uOncfmM3dk1M:&tbnh=92&tbnw=81&prev=/search?q=COLLEGE+TEXTBOOK+IMAGES&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=COLLEGE+TEXTBOOK+IMAGES&docid=BkekFqmXOdozHM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=yR-nTremB8ihtwfBwfEW&ved=0CHwQ9QEwBw&dur=2290


NEAR PEER 
PROGRAM 

• The Near Peer Program provides college coaches/mentors for “high-need” high school 
students to help ensure they receive the services needed to successfully apply to and enroll 
in a postsecondary institution.  

• For more information on this strategy, please email sheila.jones@usg.edu. 
• The following USG institutions have Near Peer Programs 

 

• Georgia Regents University-
Augusta   

• Atlanta Metropolitan College-
Atlanta 

• University of North Georgia -
Gainesville  

• Dalton State College-Dalton 
• University of Georgia-Athens 
• Fort Valley State University – 

Fort Valley 
• Georgia Tech - Atlanta 

• Albany State University - Albany 
• Georgia Southwestern State 

University - Americus 
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USG Institution must apply
All grade levels are eligible
College students take Community Service Learning course receiving college credit for mentoring the students
Contact Sheila Jones if you are interested in becoming a Near Peer site.

mailto:sheila.jones@usg.edu


• The Georgia Transfer Articulation Portal will provide a 
one stop portal where students can find information on 
how to transfer and articulate courses and credits 
within and between the University System of Georgia 
and Technical College System of Georgia.  

• The portal will contain the information institutions 
have about which courses articulate between 
institutions and make that information transparent to 
students.    

• For more information, email 
daphene.blackmon@usg.edu. 
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Transfer information readily available to students – tells students which public institutions will accept course credit
Privates are coming in phase two
Helps to make them and their parents a more informed customer
Will also do a degree audit to determine how many courses it will take to obtain a degree, diploma or certificate
Can get to it from GACollege411 Site – “Under College Planning” Tab



• The CACG Public Awareness Campaign supports 
all grant strategies by providing tools to promote 
the availability of resources.  

• Materials that have been developed include but 
are not limited to logos, videos, banners, flyers, 
buttons and billboards.  

• To view college access videos, please visit 
http://vimeo.com/7597084. To order any other 
free materials to support CACG strategies or for 
more information on these materials, please 
email collegeaccessitems@usg.edu. 
 

Presenter
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We’ll send any items you need for FREE!! Just send email to collegeaccessitems@usg.edu

http://vimeo.com/7597084
mailto:collegeaccessitems@usg.edu
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Here are examples of items you can order. 
Many of these you will receive once you sign up for a Apply to College event
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GACollege411 also has free materials available on their site
GO to Home page
Click on “Communications” Tab, then “Order Brochures”
You can also print them out and make your own copies



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

EVENTS 
• The Community Engagement Strategy is promoting 

the importance of a postsecondary education 
among underrepresented persons throughout the 
state through robust community events.  This 
strategy enables community groups to assist local 
educators and students by providing resources and 
information  and sponsoring events. For more 
information on community engagement events, 
please contact creynolds@cisgeorgia.org. 

Presenter
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1 min
Community partners must apply on behalf of one or more schools or districts
We bring students to campus, pay for transportation, motivational, food, college access paraphenalia, etc.
Typically there will be on kick-off event with a few small follow-ups or a few small events and a large culuminating 
400-500 at larger events



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
and COLLEGE ACCESS 

PARTNERS 
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We provide funding for these agencies to conduct events across the state of Georgia as well.
Project GRAD and CISGA have actually taken courses
Scholarship Academy had contributed to Financial Module



www.cacg-georgia.org 
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Please visit our grant website for updates on conferences, materials, presentations, etc.

http://www.cacg-georgia.org/


DISCONNECTED YOUTH 
PARTNERS & STRATEGIES 

SAVE THE DATE:   
February 18-19, 2015 

 (TENTATIVE 2015 CONFERENCE DATE!)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We fund two partners and a conference all focused on college access and success support for Disconnected Youth:
Foster Care Youth
Homeless Youth (Accompanied & Unaccompanied)
Juvenile Offenders and children of Incarcerated Parents
Migrants, Refugee & Immigrant Youth
At-Risk African American and Latino Males
Teen Parents




• Please invite us to come to your district, school and community and 
share our resources promoting college access and success with your 
community partners, parents and students (especially seniors!!)  

• Target Communities include: 
• Rural Georgia 
• High-Need Metro-Atlanta 

• Other focus areas include: 
• Foster Youth 
• Homeless Youth 
• Teen Parents 
• Juvenile Justice youth or offspring 
• High-Need Minority Males 
• Migrant & Refugee Youth 

• Contact dawn.cooper@usg.edu 
    for presentations. 

 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
STRATEGY 



NEXT STEPS… 

• Assess needs of your schools and your students 
• Review the CACG resources that may assist with meeting 

needs 
• Collect information on how to get started 
• Reach out to the resource contact if you need assistance 
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Visit us on Social Media 

• Facebook – CollegeAccess GA 
 
• Twitter - @CollegeAccessGA 
 
• Pinterest – CollegeAccess GA 
 
• Linked In – College Access Georgia 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
15 seconds
 Be sure to visit us on Social Media!!!



   
 
 

Dawn Cooper 
Director of College Readiness 
University System of Georgia 

Dawn.cooper@usg.edu 
404-962-3123 

 
Dianne Barker 

Secondary Education Initiatives State Coordinator 
Technical College System of Georgia 

DBarker@tcsg.edu 
404-679-1688 

 
Ava Baker 

Program Manager 
Georgia College Access Courses (GCAC) 

gcac@usg.edu 
(202) 368-9928 
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mailto:Dawn.cooper@usg.edu
mailto:DBarker@tcsg.edu


QUESTIONS? 
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Banner Giveaway
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