
Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

• You can go to the handout tab 
to download, save, and/or 
print today’s presentation.

• We will start momentarily.

• Follow us on Twitter 
@gadoecounselors
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• Recruiting Students

• Structuring Your Event

• Agenda

• Sessions

• Volunteers

• Student Resources

• Parent Involvement

• Evaluation

• Considerations

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 3
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• Contact all grade 11 English teachers 

• Advertise through PTA

• Emails and automated calls to parents and students 

• News reports on boot camp 

• Video commercial played on morning announcements 

• Send press releases 

• Meet with targeted students for a personalized invitation

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 4
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• Beechwood High School 

• Cherry Creek High 
School

• Held in Summer 

• Number of days 

• College admissions 
speakers 

• English teachers and 
counselors review drafts 
and provide written 
feedback twice 

• Instruction on college 
essays 

• Financial Aid/Scholarships 

• Mini College Fair 

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 5

structure

http://www.beechwood.k12.ky.us/programs.cfm?subpage=1697169
http://cherrycreek.cherrycreekschools.org/Departments/Post Grad/Documents/Creek to College Application Boot Camp.pdf
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During the Boot Camp: 

• Work one-on-one and in small 
groups to review and finalize their 
text entries for the regular 
applications and Common 
Application;

• Prepare multiple essays including 
all required essays and extra 
essays using the Application Boot 
Camp strategy; 

• Develop an application strategy to 
increase college acceptance 
possibilities;

• Receive advice on their odds at 
targeted colleges; 

• Complete an edited condensed 
activity sheet to submit with the 
applications; 

• Take part in interview training. 

Leave From Boot Camp with:
• Essays that highlight  strengths, fit the 

criteria for the Common Application, 
and can be morphed into 
supplemental essays for schools that 
do not use the Common Application;

• A detailed Activity Sheet as well as 
other shorter writings to customize 
each college application;

• A one-on-one meeting to finalize  
application strategy and solidify a 
game plan that launches off the 
written report and  understand how to 
put all application components 
together.

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 6
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• 15 mins. Introduction and 
Goals of Boot Camp 

• 60 mins. College Essays: The 
Art of Personal Writing 

• 15 mins. Snack Break 

• 60 mins. 
• Begin work on paper copy of 

Common Application
• Résumé Short Answer - vs -

College Essay College 
Application Supplements: 
Information and/or Essays 

• 30 mins. General Questions 
and Individual Meeting Time 

• 75 mins. 
• Register with Common Application 
• Transfer paper copy of Common 

App to website
• Begin to prepare Teacher & 

Counselor Recommendation Forms

• 15 mins. Snack Break

• 60 mins. Résumé

• 30 mins. 
• College Essays – Free Write
• General Questions and Individual 

Meeting Time 

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 7

agenda
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• 75 mins. Open Time Essays/ 
Common Application / Other 
University Applications

• 15 mins. Snack Break 

• 90 mins. Individual Meeting 
Time / Group Essay Reviews 

• 45 mins. Student Panel

• HOMEWORK:
• Complete Family/Parent 

Information
• Common App Complete 

Activities Worksheet 
• Bring Copies of SAT/ACT/AP 

Scores

• Provide lunch and snacks

• What’s listed can be 
accomplished in 1 ½ days

• Other topics that can be 
included are:
• Student Athletes
• Financing a College Education

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 8
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• College Search: Learn how to 
effectively search for colleges and 
narrow down your student's 
prospective list from 4,000 colleges to 
their top 6-8.

• Admissions Essay: Students will review 
how to write a good essay and avoid 
cliché topics, and they will 
actually compose their first draft. 
Students will receive actual feedback 
during the Bootcamp.

• Admissions Interview: Admissions 
personnel will coach  students for the 
admissions interview and teach them 
how to make the best impression 
possible the first time around.

• SAT/ACT Test Prep: Students will learn how to 
maximize their study efforts for the SAT/ACT 
exams and learn techniques they can use to 
ace these high-stakes exams.

• Financial Info  Review: Help families 
understand merit-based and need-based 
financial aid, and how to maximize their 
eligibility for both.

• Optional: Student-Athletes: If your students 
want to play sports in college, regardless of 
whether it's DI or DIII, this workshop will 
walk them through the recruiting 
process and show students how 
to effectively market themselves to college 
coaches.

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 9

sessions

College Board Advisory Session: Sessions for 12th grade focus on the transition from high school 
to college, application essays, financial aid and college support systems.

http://www.nacacnet.org/research/PublicationsResources/Marketplace/student/Documents/GetintheGame.pdf
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/educator-resource-center/college-board-advisory-guides
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• College Admission 
Representatives

• High School Faculty (especially 
English teachers)

• Financial Aid Personnel

• Contact school counselors in K-12

• Former students (high school 
graduates/college students)

• Community Members

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 10

Volunteers

WE WANT YOU
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• College Admission Representatives
• To conduct sessions

• To coach students with interviews

• To answer General Questions

• To conference with students on their essays 

• To conduct a session on College Admissions

• High School Faculty (especially English 
teachers)

• To review essays for content

• To instruct on writing an effective essay

• To conduct sessions on Student Activity Sheet and 
Teacher Recs.

• To conference with students on their essays 

• Financial Aid Personnel
• To conduct sessions on “Financing a College 

Education”

• To answer General Financial Questions

• Contact school counselors in K-12
• To help students develop a game plan for 

applying to college based on checklists
• Facilitate sessions

• Former students (high school 
graduates/college students)

• To share information about what makes an 
effective essay

• Informal conversations about applying to 
college and college life

• Student Panel

• Community Members
• To discuss employability skills that would 

perhaps help with the interview or can be 
incorporated into essay

• To share volunteer opportunities

• School’s Counseling Department
• Individual Time with School Counselor
• Develop Schedule for students
• Session on “What Your Counselor Can Do For 

You”

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 11

Volunteers
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• Senior Year Checklist NACAC

• Senior Year Checklist CollegeBoard

• Timeline and Checklist (Campus Explorer)

• College Planning Checklist ACT

• Federal Student Aid

• Application Timeline CollegeBoard

• College Planning Worksheets

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 12

checklists

http://www.nacacnet.org/studentinfo/articles/pages/preparing-for-college-senior-checklist.aspx
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-Calendar-Seniors.pdf
http://www.campusexplorer.com/college-advice-tips/6BCDBA67/High-School-Senior-Timeline-and-Checklist/
http://www.actstudent.org/college/checklist/senior.html
http://www.actstudent.org/college/checklist/senior.html
https://student.collegeboard.org/apply-to-4/application-timeline
http://www.nextstepu.com/homework/
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Parent Materials

Resources to Share

• Parent Action Plan (by College 
Board)

• Next Step U Parent Night 
Handouts

• NACAC Guide for Parents
• Parents' Guide to College 

Planning (by Campus 
Explorer)

• Financial Preparation 
Information for Parents

Boot Camp Agenda for Parents

• Understanding Early 
Decision/Early Action

• NCAA Eligibility 
Requirements

• Paying for College

• College Essay Feedback 

• Parent Panel

• Types of Colleges

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 13

Parents

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/for-parents/parent-action-plan-12th-grade
http://www.nextstepu.com/parent-night-handouts/
http://www.nacacnet.org/research/PublicationsResources/Marketplace/Documents/GuideforParents.pdf
http://www.campusexplorer.com/college-tips/C709F8BD/Parents-Guide-to-College-Planning/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources/parents
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• One for parents and one for 
students

• Scale 1-10

• Break up questions by session 
topics

• Ask for suggestions for future 
boot camps

• Turn evaluation in on site

• Consider having evaluation 
available electronically

• DATA OPPORTUNITY:  Do a pre 
and post survey about attitude, 
knowledge and skill

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 14
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• Being prepared prior to start of fall college application rush

• Computers Availability

• Budget/Funding Sources
• SACAC’s Extending the Dream Professional Grant Deadline: 3/21 @ 5PM

• Staff  (volunteers, stipends, prep time for sessions) 

• Partnering with neighboring schools

• Print Materials

• Select Engaging Presenters

• Parent needs vs Students Needs

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 15

http://www.sacac.org/extending-the-dream-professional-grants
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NACAC College Fair

• FREE for students in grades 9-11

• NACAC also has workshops that 
students and parents
can attend at the NACAC National 
college fair. 2016 Workshops

Follow us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 16

http://www.nacacnet.org/college-fairs/SpringNCF/Pages/Atlanta.aspx


MARCH WEBINARS

Elementary Middle

REGISTER TODAY!! DON’T DELAY!! 
Click on the session’s topic to register.

High

Understanding the 

Counselor's Role in 

Crisis Situations 
Early College 

Awareness 

Initiatives

Academic Achievement 

Initiatives

5th Grade 

Portfolios 

Best Practices

23

2316 16

11:00 AM

11:00 AM

2:00 PM

2:00 PM

17

MOWR Course Numbers 

Updates

Tuesday, March 22

10:00 AM

Articulation:  A Great Option for 

Offering MOWR to Students

Thursday, March 24

10:00 AM

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7199006570289160706
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5397166497108514306
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1593657808980262914
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1593657808980262914
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/226781237212950529
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3973088938503965956
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2736688113086739457


May 31, June 1, June 2
Macon Centreplex – Macon, GA - 8:15 AM – 3:00 PM

Lunch will be provided. 
Hotel block available at Macon Marriott for $109 per night. (Reference School Counselors when booking.)

Professional Learning Opportunities for School Counselors are provided on page 2.  

Get ready for a Top Hat Magical Summer.....

Abracadabra…Ayla kazoo 

This summer will be magical because of all the 

great updates the Georgia Department of 

Education 

has in store for you! 

Each show will leave you wanting more because 

each show is filled with 

!

Continued on page 2.

1. Visit www.ctaern.org Login info:  First three 

letters of last name and last four digits of SSN

2. Workshop Catalog

3. Workshop Categories (upper right)

4. Guidance/Career Development

5. Click “Register” tab to register for the desired 

summer workshop(s) you would like to attend. 

6. An email confirmation will be sent to you after 

successfully registering for each the workshop. 
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