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Recruiting Fact Sheets
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http://www.ncaa.org/sites/default/files/Recruiting Fact Sheet WEB.pdf
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Core Courses

• To play Division I sports, students must 
earn 16 core courses.

• Ten of them must be completed prior to 
the seventh semester. Those ten courses 
are “locked in” and can’t be retaken to 
improve the grade-point average.

• Seven of those 10 must be a combination 
of English, math or natural or physical 
science that fulfills the overall distribution 
requirements listed to the right.

• If student doesn’t earn 10 courses before 
seventh semester, he/she is still eligible to 
practice and receive a scholarship, but 
can’t compete.

• Make sure your courses are listed on the 
eligibility center.

• 4 years of English.

• 3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or 
higher).

• 2 years of natural/physical science (1 
year of lab if offered by high school).

• 1 year of additional English, 
mathematics or natural/physical 
science.

• 2 years of social science.

• 4 years of additional courses (from any 
area above, foreign language or 
comparative religion/philosophy).
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High School Portal

• Update your list of approved core courses annually, once 
your course offerings have been approved for the upcoming 
academic year. 

• If submitted courses are placed on hold pending additional 
information, send that information expeditiously.
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NCAA Statistics
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Division I Initial Eligibility 
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Qualifier
2.3 core course GPA
Core-course progression
•10 of 16 core courses must be completed prior to seventh term/senior year
•Seven of the 10 must include English, math or natural/physical science
•These 10 courses must be used in the calculation of core GPA (i.e., locked in)

Academic Redshirt (a college athlete who is withdrawn from college sporting events during one year 

in order to develop skills and extend the period of playing eligibility by a further year at this level of competition. )

May receive athletics financial aid during 1st year
May practice during 1st year
May not compete during 1st year
Meets current sliding scale and achieves between a 2.000 and 2.299 GPA.
Must earn nine hours in first fall term to continue practicing in spring term

Nonqualifier
No athletics financial aid
No practice
No competition

NEW: Additional Core Courses 
beyond the 16 CANNOT be 

used to meet the core course 
GPA  requirements. 
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Division II Initial 
Eligibility 

• Eliminates “flat” GPA of 2.000 and 820 SAT or 68 sum ACT. 
(which is what it is currently)

• Establishes two new sliding scales: 
• One for qualifiers; and 

• One for partial qualifiers. 

• Establishes minimum 2.200 core GPA for qualifiers. 

• Retains 16 core-course requirement. 
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Effective 
August 1, 2018

Division 1 Academic Requirements
Division 2 Academic Requirements (current)

Division 2 Academic Requirements (2018)
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List of  NCAA College 
Athletic Programs  in GA
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http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Important_New_Rules/2016_DI_Academic_Requirements.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/docs/eligibility_center/Eligibility_Rules/DII_Academic_Requirements.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Important_New_Rules/2018_DII_New_Academic_Requirements.pdf
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High School 
Responsibility

• Make sure your school’s list of NCAA courses is 
accurate and up to date. 

• Encourage your college-bound student-athletes to 
complete the registration process, at 
eligibilitycenter.org, at the beginning of their 
sophomore year. 

• Upload official transcripts at the end of the 
student’s sixth semester (junior year) and eighth 
semester (graduation from high school). 

• Submit fee waivers online for student registration 
when applicable.
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Ways That Counselors 
and Coaches Can Help 

• Know the initial-eligibility 
requirements. 

• Use NCAA Eligibility Center 
informational resources to map 
out the academic track. 

• Know how to calculate a 
student’s core-course GPA. 
• Use the NCAA Divisions I and II 

Worksheets found on pages 19- 20 
of the Guide for the College-Bound 
Student-Athlete. 

• Know that special 
considerations are given to 
students with documented 
education-impacting disabilities

• Help students identify colleges 
that fit their criteria (e.g., 
academics, size, location). 

• Emphasize the importance of 
academic performance at every 
step of the student’s high 
school career – grade nine 
counts!!! 

• Communicate with each other
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Small Group Sessions 
for Student Athletes

• Understanding Eligibility

• Creating a Four Year Plan

• Student Athlete’s Resume

• Monitoring Your Progress/ Calculating 
Your GPA 

• Evaluating Your Transcript

• College Entrance Exams (9999)

• Recruiting Activities

• Researching Colleges

• Researching Scholarships

• Invite former student-athletes 
to come back and talk to 
current students

• 9th Grade: Plan

• 10th Grade: Register

• 11th Grade: Study

• 12th Grade: Graduate
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Consider attending 
meetings coaches may 

have with athletes to share 
information.  
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Tips for Students

• Grades and Course Rigor

• Register online eligibility 

• Highlight video and resume 
to coaches

• ACT/SAT

• Research colleges/ Consider 
a range of schools

• File the FAFSA/ Scholarship 
Searches

• The Right Fit

• College Applications

• Understand what you are 
signing (Nat’l Letter of 
Intent)

• Work with school counselor 
to finalize details (transcript, 
proof of graduation, etc.)
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Source: Get in the Game, NACAC

Division 1 Academic Requirements
Division 2 Academic Requirements 
(current)
Division 2 Academic Requirements (2018)

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Important_New_Rules/2016_DI_Academic_Requirements.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/docs/eligibility_center/Eligibility_Rules/DII_Academic_Requirements.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Important_New_Rules/2018_DII_New_Academic_Requirements.pdf
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AMATEURISM
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The following activities may impact a student’s amateur status:

• Signing a contract with a professional team.

• Playing with professionals.

• Participating in tryouts or practices with a professional team.

• Accepting payments or preferential benefits for playing sports.

• Accepting prize money above expenses.

• Accepting benefits from an agent or prospective agent.

• Agreeing to be represented by an agent.

• Delaying full-time college enrollment to play in organized sports 
competitions.
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Click Titles for Resources
• Guide for High School Counselors

• NACAC’s Get in the Game

• Counseling Student Athletes:  College Counseling Sourcebook by College 
Board

• Recruiting Calendar Additional Recruiting Information

• Webinars for staff and parents that Mike Emery mentioned during webinar
freerecruitingwebinar.org

• 2point3 –Guide to Division I Eligibility Changes 

• www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future
• Recruiting Fact Sheet
• Choosing a College
• Probability of Competing in Sports beyond High School
• 2016-2017 Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete (chart for GPA)

• Eligibility Center Resources

• Division Facts:  Division 1 Division 2 Division 3 3 More

• Other Collegiate Athletic Associations:  NAIA NJCAA NCCAA
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http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/COUNSELORS16.pdf
http://www.nacacnet.org/research/PublicationsResources/Marketplace/student/Pages/GetInTheGame.aspx
http://www.harrisoncsd.org/docs/academics/guidance/college_guide_for_student_athletes.pdf
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/resources/recruiting-calendars/2016-17-division-i-and-ii-recruiting-calendars
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/recruiting
http://www.freerecruitingwebinar.org/
http://www.ncaa.org/static/2point3/
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future
http://www.ncaa.org/sites/default/files/Recruiting Fact Sheet WEB.pdf
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/choosing-college
http://www.ncaa.org/about/resources/research/probability-competing-beyond-high-school
http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA17.pdf
https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/links?linksSubmit=ShowActiveLinks
http://www.ncaa.org/d1
http://www.ncaa.org/d2
http://www.ncaagetinthegame.org/d3facts.html
https://www.ncaa.org/about?division=d3
http://www.naia.org/
http://www.njcaa.org/landing/index
http://www.thenccaa.org/
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•Bullying Prevention Strategies for Schools

Oct. 14, 2016 11:00 AM Register

• Model Comprehensive School Counseling 
Program: Foundation 

Oct. 12, 2016, 1:00 PM Register

• Motivating the Unmotivated Student 

Oct. 26, 2016, 1:00 PM Register 

Follow Us on Twitter @gadoecounselors 15

WEBINARS

• Behavioral Health Resources for 

Families: Updates for GA Schools 

October 13, 2016

Register 10:00 Session 

Register 3:00 Session

(Repeat of 10:00 AM)
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https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1764141495606425346
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1214357092459140867
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/20133533066544131
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/237382737856534018
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/340321215472197378

