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Follow along!



Agenda

•Define "Bridging"-What is it? How is it beneficial to DLI?

•Provide examples of Bridging the English and Spanish language

•Discuss ways to integrate standards in order to meet pacing guidelines

•Demonstrate how to prepare for vertical alignment across grade levels

•List suggestions of how to prioritize your time



What is "Bridging"?

•Beeman and Urrow (2013) found the following definition:

The bridge is the instructional moment when teachers bring the two languages

together to encourage students to explore the similarities and differences in

the phonology, morphology, syntax and grammar, and pragmatics between the

two languages, that is, to undertake contrastive analysis and transfer what

they have learned from one language to the other.



What is the purpose behind 
"The Bridge"?

P hono logy Morpho logy
S yntax  and 
G rammar

P ragmatics

Comparison of the 
sounds

Comparison of word 
formations
P refix R oot S uffix

un read ab le

Comparison of 
sentence structure 
and language rules
Look  at the red 
bird !
¡Mira el pá jaro
ro jo !

Comparison of how 
the language is 
used/how we react 
(culture)
R equest in English vs . 
R equest in S panish 
“Would you mind… ”



Examples of Bridging



How does the Spanish model support 
bridging?

• Standard taught directly in the English 

language, reinforced in Spanish

• Cobb County Kindergarten ELA standard: 

Writing: ELAGSEKW2 Information/ 

Explanatory: Use a combination of drawing, 

dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/ explanatory texts in which they 

name what they are writing about and 

supply some information about the subject.

• Standard taught directly in the Spanish 

language, reinforced in English

• Cobb County Kindergarten Science 

Standard: SKP2 Motion: Obtain, 

evaluate, and communicate information 

to compare and describe different types 

of motion.





Why is “The 
Bridge” 
Important?

•S tudents  are provided the opportun ity to connect the 
content-knowledge in one language to the other 
language.

•It is  a planned ins tructional moment that is  student 
lead .

•Bridg ing languages  provides  students  with the 
opportun ity to strengthen their knowledge in both 
languages .

•Comparing  and contras ting  languages  helps  bu ild  
sk ills  for comparing  literary  tex t, quantities , etc.



The Strategic Use of Two Languages
Accord ing to Beeman and Urow (2013):

The ins tructional elements  that come befo re the Bridge-develop ing oracy and 

background

knowledge, read ing comprehens ion , writing , word study, and summative 

as s es sments

are planned and conducted in one program language, the language of heavy  

lifting . During

the Bridge, when students  and teachers  engage in contras tive analy s is  of their 

languages ,

the two languages  come together. After the Bridge, ex tens ion activities  are 

conducted in

the other program language. (Refer to Chapter 4)



How can teachers plan the strategic use of 
two languages?

•Pre-plan for the quarter together

•Look at the Content Standards and pace them accordingly to work with your schedule

•The three components of pre-planning together are:



Why should I use language to teach content?

▪The actions inside of content standards are language objectives.

▪Therefore, the standards require language goals to be met and included.



How Can I Integrate 
Standards?

▪ Look at this standard below. What background 

knowledge do students need? What is the standard 

requiring of the students to perform?



Annotate the Standard

▪ When teachers identify the verb prior to 

instruction, they can unpack the standard to 

scaffold instruction. By unpacking the standard, we 

can differentiate instruction to language learners.



Planning for Integration of Standards



Planning for Integration 
of Standards



Planning for Integration 
of Standards



Planning for Integration of Standards

Before the Bridge During  the Bridge After the Bridge

-The teachers explicitly teach the 
new standard through vocabulary, 
reading comprehension, and 
writing.
-This does not mean you are 
simply pointing a vocabulary word 
and having the children repeat.
-Build background knowledge 
through the cons tructivis ts  
approach to teach new 
concepts
-Assess the standards in this 
language before bridging.

•Teachers plan a lesson on 
contrasting the two languages.
•Teachers can bridge the language 
in various ways by focusing on a 
specific linguistic area when 
comparing the languages.

•The teacher explores the 
standards through extension 
activities.
•This does  not mean explicitly 
re-teaching the content in 
another language.
•Instead, teachers use the 
concepts of the other content to 
extend student through another 
learning activity.



Examples of Integrating Standards for Extension



Vertical Alignment Across Grade Levels
Kindergarten Firs t Grade S econd Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade

S S KH1a, g, 
i: Identify  the 
national 
ho liday s  and 
des cribe peop le 
and/or events  
celebrated .

S S 1H1 Read 
about and 
des cribe the life 
of his torical 
figures  in  
American 
his tory. (Lewis , 
Clark , 
S acagawea

S S 2H1: Des crib
e the lives  and 
contributions  of 
his torical 
figures  in  
Georg ia his tory.
(S equoyah)

S S 3H1 Describe 
early  American 
Ind ian cu ltures  
and their 
development in 
North America

S S 4H3 Exp la in  
wes tward 
ex pans ion in  
America.
b. The wes tward 
ex pans ion of 
American 
Ind ians

S S 5H1 Describe 
how life 
changed in  
America at the 
turn of the 
century.

Mini-Lessons:
-Venn Diagram of 
comparing 
Thanksgiving Then 
and Now
-Emergent 
Readers
-Sequence 
Retelling the First 
Thanksgiving

Mini-Lessons:
-Read biographies 
and retell facts
-Write information 
in journal
-Compare and 
contrast in Venn 
Diagram the past 
and present

Mini-Lessons:
-Read stories 
about Creek and 
Cherokee Indians
-Write around with 
questions
-Compare and 
contrast the past 
and present
-Think, Pair, Share

Mini-Lessons:
-Studies Weekly 
with 3 Column 
Comprehension 
Chart
-Similarities and 
Differences T-
Chart
-Venn Diagram to 
compare

Mini-Lessons:
-Primary Source 
Analysis
-Compare and 
contrast 
eyewitness vs. 
Hear say
-Identify primary 
and secondary 
sources

Mini-Lessons:
-T-Charts to 
record 
information
-Read aloud 
literature and 
biographies
-Map Flipbook 
Activity
-Venn Diagram to 
compare



Compare and Contrast Standards Activity

▪First: Give a few minutes to read the slides. Then, we will follow the activity steps.

▪Divide everyone into groups-Find the shape under your chair. Without talking, hold up your shape 
and find your group.

▪Use the Venn Diagram to compare the grade levels you have listed on the standards.

▪You will have approximately 1-2 minutes, then we will rotate.

▪Think...

-What similarities do you see across grade levels?

-What differences do you see?

-How are the mini-lessons similar?



The Importance of Vertical Alignment

• Vertical alignment correlates how standards progress across grade levels.

• By reflecting on how the standards grow across grade levels, teachers can identify priority 
standards and differentiate instruction.

• Understanding how the standards progress helps teachers to extend students in higher 
ordered thinking experiences and prepare them for the future.

• Students in Dual Language Immersion progress across grade levels. By looking at the vertical 
alignment of standards, the DLI Professional Learning Community can develop ways to 
accelerate and extend students.

• Reviewing the vertical alignment of standards helps strengthen your relationship with your DLI 
team.



Prioritizing your 
time

• Divide and conquer!

• Set boundaries and stick to 
schedules.

• Speak up about workload 
reality.

• When planning, focus on priority 
standards and integrate.

• Ongoing reflection and focus on 
professional growth.



Resources

•Beeman, K., & Urow, C. (2013). Teaching for biliteracy:

Strengthening bridges between languages. Philadelphia, PA: Calson, Inc.


