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Could you imagine your

child going back to school in

a few weeks and being taught
math in Chinese?

When the new school year
starts in August, there will be
14 schools across the state
that are home to a dual lan-
guage immersion program.
And that number is likely to
keep climbing.

dual

Promoted by the Georgia
Workforce Initiative (GWI),
an organization associated
with the Georgia Department
of Education, the signature
feature of the dual language
program is that at least half of

each school day is taught in
a foreign language, including
subjects such as math, science
and social studies.

Most dual language pro-
grams start as early as kinder-
garten, but surprisingly, that

language program

doesn’t seem to be a problem
for children.

“It's really amazing. The
first day or two can be tough
but they get used to it,” sald
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Greg Barfield, lead pro-
gram specialist for the
GWI. “Teachers don't
speak any English to them
whatsoever. It becomes
second nature to (the chil-
dren).”

The benefits of the pro-
gram are plenty, according
to Barfield.

Not only do students
achieve highly in both lan-
guages, he said, they also
perform as well or better
in standardized tests than
students who were only
taught in English. Barfield
added that the dual lan-
guage program also tends
to enhance students’ cog-
nitive skills — increased
attention, better memory
and superior problem-solv-
ing skills, to name a few.

And aside from an
heightened cultural sensi-
tivity through the program,
it better prepares students
for the global community
and job market, Barfield
said, adding that the lan-
guage immersion pro-
gram works for all types
of schools and learners,
regardless of socio-eco-
NOmics.

While it is up to a school
or school district, respec-
tively, to implement a
dual language immersion
program with a foreign
language of their choice,
Barfield said he would be
glad to visit schools and
provide more information
or make a presentation on
the subject.

Asked about the cost
for a school to set up a
dual language program,
Barfield said additional
expenses are minimal.

“From a personnel
point of view, it doesn’t
cost any more, because
you don’t have to hire
any additional teachers.
You have to make sure
you have a teacher on
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staff who speaks the for-
eign language fluently,”
he said, explaining that
the only extra cost would
come for materials or
sending teachers to con-
ferences.

“Parents who are inter-
ested should make an
appointment and speak
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with their principal,” he
said.

Additional informa-
tion on the dual language
immersion program can
be found at the Georgia
Department of Education’s
website, under world lan-
guages and global initia-
tives.

GRANITE COMPANY

Serving Middle Georgia For 105 Years
Designers & Manufacturers Of

Granite & Bronze Since 1908
« George & Janice Moore
.. 770-358-1470

124 Railroad St., Barnesville, GA 30204

Marble,

4000312

T. Scott Harrell,

Representative
Serving the Griffin Area ~ Since 1898

770.228.2171

1-800-551-1102
< Specializing in Marble,
Granite & Bronze




