Georgia Department of Education

[image: image21.png]



Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment (CIA) Monthly Updates - November 10, 2014
To Access the Webinar
Please register for CIA Updates & Announcements for November 10, 2014 on Nov 10, 2014 9:00 AM EST at:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3706716842824212993

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.


To Access the Recorded Webinar File
All documents and the recorded webinar file will be posted on the Curriculum and Instruction webpage.
Please look on the right side at the bottom of the page under CIA Newsletter.
Curriculum and Instruction webpage link:
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx
If you need assistance please contact:

Randall N. Lee (rlee@doe.k12.ga.us)

(404) 656-0476

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment (CIA) Monthly Update
November 10, 2014
Contacts: Pam Smith, Director (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us) or (404) 463-4141

Randall N. Lee, Program Specialist (rlee@doe.k12.ga.us) or (404) 656-0476
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Contact:  Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us)
Announcement:  See attached document
2014 GAESP & GAMSP Annual Fall Conference
On Your Own, But Not Alone

November 16-18, 2014

Marriott Savannah Riverfront
Savannah, Georgia 

 

Hotel Reservations
(800) 285-0398

Registration for GACIS Winter Conference on December 8-9, 2014, is open. 

If you have not registered for the conference, register today by clicking on:

2014 GACIS Winter Conference Registration
[image: image1.jpg]Dr.John D. Barge, State School Superintendent
‘Making Education Work for All Georgians”




Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS)
Contact:   Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us)
Revision Process Timeline for English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Standards
· ELA and Mathematics Working Committees: Sept. 30 – Oct. 3, 2014 
· ELA and Mathematics Advisory Councils:  October 16 - 19, 2014 
· State Board of Education Retreat:  October 21, 2014 
· GaDOE Cabinet Committee: October 23, 2014 
· Combined Working and Advisory Committees: October 27, 2014 
· Business and Industry Input: October - November 10, 2014
· Academic Review Team: November 10, 2014
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Career, Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) 
Contact:  CTAE Director, David Turner (dturner@doe.k12.ga.us)
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English Language Arts (ELA)
Contact: Carolyn Waters (cwaters@doe.k12.ga.us) or 404-463-1933

   Stephanie Sanders (ssanders@doe.k12.ga.us) or 404-657-9811
The State of ELA in Georgia:

Your ELA/Literacy team at the DOE is keenly aware of the ‘critical needs’ of our English teachers. Clearly, our English teachers must shift into high gear and focus on writing, close reading of literary and informational texts, and citing text evidence as required by constructed and extended response questions that are expected on the new Georgia Milestones EOG and EOC assessments. This focus will impact the ability of our students to understand the demands of analysis and synthesis of multiple sources of information. Moreover, this focus will have a greater impact on the demand for rigor which will propel student engagement and achievement. We are interested in meeting the needs of our teachers in order to assist them in the preparation of all our students. As a result, we have embarked on a three-phase strategic design to prepare for “Rigorous Academic Writing.” Phase I includes instruction to promote and build sustainability for rigorous writing by using the process embedded in the DBQ/LBQ Project (Document Based Questions/Literary Based Questions). This process empowers teachers to prepare students for rigorous academic writing. Phase II will include a deep understanding of “Learning Progressions” enabling teachers to more tightly align standards K-12 and invest students with the power to understand their own learning progression. Phase III includes a close examination of performance-based tasks for the purpose of giving students grade-level appropriate, scaffold opportunities to demonstrate their ability to analyze and synthesize information. The goal? Rigorous Academic Writing that evinces student learning and enhances student achievement.

We continue to partner with our RESA ELA Specialists and the ELA Advisory Committee to assess the needs of our teachers and to evaluate the resources we have in order to support new initiatives to improve instruction. Please urge your teachers to sign up for our List Serve (links appear below) so that they can get copies of The ELA Reporter and other important links to instructional strategies, professional research, updates, videos, and other valuable information. We also want to encourage you and your teachers to keep your eye on the vision of “Making Education Work for All Georgians.”

Check out the ELA Reporter September, 2014:

ELA Reporter September 2014
Professional Learning 

Update on Phase I:  DBQ/LBQ Literacy Project
In the month of August, the ELA/Literacy team, in partnership with the RESA Districts, completed Day 1 Training at three sites: Dearing (CSRA), Cartersville (NWGA RESA), and Lenox (Coastal Plains RESA). Teachers were introduced to a writing process that includes multiple texts that are thematically connected. Teachers learned how students must engage all the texts and go through a process that includes close reading for deep understanding, finding the salient theme, writing a thesis, identifying the evidence to support their theme, drawing inferences, and making coherent arguments in a written constructed response. DOES THIS SOUND LIKE SKILLS THAT ARE NEEDED FOR ANSWERING THE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE QUESTIONS MAKING THEIR DEBUT ON THE NEW GEORGIA MILESTONES?

In October, Day 2 Training was conducted at the same three strategic sites across Georgia in order to examine essays that were written by students after the teachers took the process from Day 1 training back to their classrooms. Tools of assessment (formative as well as summative) were examined in order to help teachers understand the power of collecting and examining the data to determine what adjustments are needed to differentiate and scaffold instruction for students who struggle as well as excel. DOES THIS SOUND LIKE SKILLS THAT ARE NEEDED FOR MEETING THE TKES EVALUATION MAKING A DEBUT IN GEORGIA?

Our next steps include the creation of Professional Learning Communities of the trained teachers in this Rigorous Academic Writing Cadre and asking them to share their work with peers by opening up “Lab Classrooms” where teachers and administrators can come observe this process. We are working toward the goal of being able to video classrooms where this kind of instruction is taking root. Our objective is to grow PLCs for Rigorous Academic Writing all over the state. To find out more about the DBQ/LBQ Literacy Project, you can access their site at the following link: http://www.dbqproject.com/.  

Update on Phase II: Learning Progressions 

Once more the DOE ELA/Literacy team and RESA ELA Specialists are partnering to begin planning the creation of Learning Progressions for Writing (a critical need) across Georgia. We have provided each RESA with a brand new publication from the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project called Writing Pathways. Our next quarterly meeting will include a book study followed by a carefully orchestrated plan to train Georgia teachers. Depending on budget concerns, our hope is to bring Home Grown Institutes to Georgia teachers next summer. THIS WILL EMPOWER OUR TEACHERS TO ENGAGE STUDENTS IN OWNING THEIR OWN LEARNING PROGRESSION TOWARD ACADEMIC GROWTH AND ACHIEVEMENT.

Many of you heard Mary Ehrenworth, a colleague of Lucy Caulkins at Teachers College, at the Fall GACIS Conference; if so, this study will provide our teachers with the kind of inspired professional development that is vital to Georgia’s success! To find out more about the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project, you may wish to explore their website:  http://readingandwritingproject.org/about  
Old Business: ELA Summer Academy 2014 

The ELA Summer Academies provided your teachers with inspiration, information, and rock-solid teaching strategies. Check out the Wiki:  http://2014elasummerinstitute.wikispaces.com/
Available ELA Resources:

ELA Program Webpage at:  http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/English-Language-Arts-Program.aspx
CCGPS ELA Resources and Professional Learning Opportunities at: https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/ELA.aspx2
Content Literacy Resources and Professional Learning Opportunities at:

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
Wikis:

High School Wiki: http://elaccgps9-12.wikispaces.com/
Middle School Wiki: http://georgiaelaccgps6-8.wikispaces.com/
Elementary School Wiki: http://georgiaelaccgpsk-5.wikispaces.com/
Twitter:  @gadoeela 

Subscribe to our newsletter at: 

	ELA K-5
	Join-ela-k-5@list.doe.k12.ga.us

	ELA 6-8
	Join-ela-6-8@list.doe.k12.ga.us

	ELA 9-12
	Join-ela-9-12@list.doe.k12.ga.us

	ELA District Support
	Join-ela-districtsupport@list.doe.k12.ga.us

	ELA Administrators
	Join-ela-admin@list.doe.k12.ga.us


INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES
ELA Sample Unit Frameworks – The Unit One sample framework of instructional material from each grade level has been upgraded based on the feedback received from users and the parameters of the Tri-State Rubric for Common Core unit planning. Resources connected to the units have not changed. The revised units have been posted on the Wikis (see links above). These units are for exemplar purposes only. Implementation at the local level is entirely optional. The units that were created are made available in editable format so that texts and lessons may be replaced or substituted if desired. Revised and/or new original sample units of instruction are presently posted on the wikis.

ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Literacy Design Collaborative - The GaDOE trained over a hundred teachers on Literacy Design Collaborative (http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/) in Savannah, GA last spring, and sessions will again be offered to teachers at the Summer Academies. Contact your local RESA for additional training opportunities. Save the dates of August 4-7, 2014, for an LDC Institute being planned for Atlanta.
Webcasts - Our newest professional learning resources, the Common Core Tools Webcasts, are available for viewing on our GSO landing page (see link above). These webcasts feature Georgia educators from all grade levels discussing their instructional strategies and feature authentic student work along with all resources necessary to implement the lessons discussed. The webcasts can be watched at the viewer’s convenience and each features 5-8 short videos that can split into shorter sessions as desired. 
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https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/ELA.aspx


ESOL/Title III
Contact:  Cori Alston (calston@doe.k12.ga.us) or Carol Johnson (cjohnson@doe.k12.ga.us)


Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL)
Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS)

Contact:  Laura Evans, Standards Coordinator (laura.evans@decal.ga.gov) or 404-656-4711
Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) began an alignment study and revision of Georgia’s early learning standards for children birth to five years in 2010.  The Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS) were finalized in June 2013 and replace the Georgia Early Learning Standards (birth through three) and Georgia’s Pre-K Content Standards. You can access the standards at www.gelds.decal.ga.gov. The revision process stemmed from a need for higher-quality standards for children birth to age 5 and a need for better alignment with the CCGPS for K-12. Top researchers in early childhood education conducted the alignment study that examined content, rigor, and age-appropriateness. 

These new early learning standards reflect Georgia’s commitment to prepare young children for success in K-12 and beyond. They address all areas or domains of children’s learning and development and provide linkages between age groups that will help children effectively transition to Kindergarten. The GELDS are a resource for not only Special Education Preschool teachers, but also all K-12 teachers. For more information, please visit www.gelds.decal.ga.gov. This website serves as a portal for resources and support on the GELDS.


Georgia Virtual School (GaVS)
Contact:   Jay Heap (jay.heap@doe.k12.ga.us), Joe Cozart (jcozart@doe.k12.ga.us), and/or Leslie Houck (lhouck@doe.k12.ga.us)  
                                    
 
The virtual school program is continuing to experience increased enrollments this semester. Popular areas of enrollment include world languages and AP courses along with consistent increases in all other courses. 

Georgia Virtual School is currently piloting a whole class model in elementary Spanish at three elementary schools around the state. The first weeks have shown a lot of promise to this delivery method. More information will be shared as the pilot program continues. 



Gifted Education
Contact:  Gail Humble (ghumble@doe.k12.ga.us)   Office Phone 404-463-0507 
Please send personnel changes in Gifted Coordinator/Supervisor to ghumble@doe.k12.ga.us so that we can insure that the appropriate person in your district receives information related to the Gifted Program.  
Gifted Coordinators Meetings 

Thank you for the tremendous response and representation for our Fall Gifted Coordinator Meetings. We had discussions on program models, FTE, assessment, the new SLDS and just general questions  some of you

had on your minds.  I especially appreciate the coordinators who so graciously hosted our meetings.

Important Calendar Dates for Gifted Coordinators:
            National Association of Gifted Coordinators Convention – Baltimore, MD November 13 – 16, 2014
Heart of Georgia Gifted Coordinators Meeting – December 8, 2014 9:00 am

Georgia Gifted Coordinators Conference – January 21 – January 22, 2015 – Jekyll Island                                                   
Georgia Association of Gifted Children Convention – March 9-10, Athens                                                                                                        
Gifted Eligibility Form - SLDS in Winter, 2015
A Gifted Eligibility Form is being created for access through the Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) as a result of a collaboration of Georgia DOE and coordinators serving on the Georgia Gifted Coordinators Council Board.  This project has been in the works for two years.  The addition will greatly benefit individual gifted teachers as well as district supervisors and state personnel as we gather student information at all levels.  District identified and approved personnel will be able to access a student’s gifted placement referral and/or placement information through the SLDS as students enter a system or school.  That means an end to trying to follow a sometimes frustrating paper trail!  When this application is in place, I will send a newsletter to district gifted coordinators/supervisors with complete information.  Details will be presented at the annual Gifted Coordinators Conference in Winter, 2015.





Health and Physical Education 

Contacts: 
Therese McGuire, Program Specialist (tmcguire@doe.k12.ga.us)  

                  Michael Tenoschok, Program Specialist (mtenoschok@doe.k12.ga.us)
Fitness Assessment Contacts
We have two updates to provide.  More to come in the next few weeks.  

Information Needed:  Recommended Teacher Resource

A new resource is available to all schools participating in the fitness assessment.  There is no cost for this resource for GA public schools licensed to use FGRAM. ( All of  you) 

Each teacher will need a code to access the program.  Access cannot be shared so be sure to make the request accordingly.

To request the number needed for your school system please do so via survey monkey  or  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FGRAMrequest or email mtenoschok@doe.k12.ga.us
ONLY one person per system should make the request for the number of codes needed.   Individual teachers should not request a code. 

Example: System A has 3 schools each school has 3 teachers. The contact for that system will complete the request for 9 codes. 

After requests are complete Mike and I will send  you the requested number of codes. Those should then be assigned individually to your physical education teachers. 
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*FITNESSGRAM in partnership with NFL Foundations as a part of the NFL PLAY 60 program and the Cooper Institute provided this resource.  It is hosted via Human Kinetics. 

New SuperTracker Resource Available!
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	This week the USDA Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion (CNPP) launched a new, free resource for teachers, schools, and health educators. SuperTracker Nutrition Lesson Plans for High School Students help students grades 9-12 learn how to build a healthy diet using SuperTracker. 
The lesson plans include a variety of topics such as selecting healthy snacks, finding personal recommendations for what and how much to eat, evaluating food selections, and building healthy meals. Each lesson plan includes learning objectives, detailed instructions, and accompanying resources and handouts.The lesson plans are available for download on the ChooseMyPlate.gov “For Educators” page at http://www.choosemyplate.gov/information-educators.html.
SuperTracker is an engaging (and free) interactive tool that can help students think critically about their food and physical activity choices, reduce risk of chronic disease, and maintain a healthy weight. SuperTracker users can determine what and how much to eat; track foods, physical activities, and weight; and personalize with goal setting, virtual coaching, and journaling.
We encourage you to help us spread the word about this new resource!
Best Regards,
The CNPP SuperTracker Team


	

	This service is provided to you at no charge by ChooseMyPlate.gov.
Upcoming Fitnessgram DATES to Remember

Fall Semester: Fitnessgram scores entered by December 5, 2014
                           Parent reports sent home by December 31, 2014
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Dates of Test Event(Dates entered in Fitnessgram) Dates of Test Event (Dates entered in Fitnessgram)
September 1, 2014 -Quarter 1 February 1, 2015 - Quarter 3
December 1, 2014- Quarter 2 and Semester 1 March 1, 2015 - Quarter 4 and Semester 2
Pre Test (Optional) Pre Test (Optional)
August 15, 2014 - Pre Test (Optional) - Date of | January 15, 2015- Pre Test (Optional) - Date of Test
Test Event Event
April 30,2015 - All fitness testing to be completed
Data entry must be completed three weeks prior to the local school system’s last day for students.
the Fitnessgram program will close for the 2014-2015 school year.





 







	


Therese McGuire, Ed.S. tmcguire@doe.k12.ga.us
Mike Tenoschok, Ed.D. mtenoschok@doe.k12.ga.us
www.gadoe.org
Bus Safety Curriculum Resources: Elementary, Middle and High School Bus Safety Curriculum Resources are available at: 
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Health-and-Physical-Education.aspx


Home School
Contact: Patrick Blenke (ablenke@doe.k12.ga.us)

Home school parents/guardians are considered the school or Local Education Authority (LEA) official for most purposes. This means generally that they have the rights and responsibilities of a public local board of education, superintendent or principal when it comes to their children’s educational needs, including signing and providing any and all documents to the school should they decide to enroll their child back into public school. 

If a student decides to return to your school, there is not a withdrawal form from the GaDOE.  The indication that the home-schooled student wants to return to or enroll in your pubic school is the only notification you need to enroll them in your school/system.

Awarding credit and grade-level placement is a local school district decision.  Each school district is required by State Board of Education Rule 160-5-1-.15 to have procedures regarding the enrollment of students transferring from a home school or non-accredited institution.  

Home school curriculums are not accredited even if the accreditation agency is approved by the state board of education.

Rule: 160-5-1-.15 (b) Each local board of education shall adopt a policy for validating credit for courses taken at a non-accredited elementary or secondary school or home study program.

When a parent decides to enroll his/her child in home school, please direct them to the link below:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Pages/Home-Study-DOI.aspx 


JROTC 

Contact Gary Mealer (gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us) 
· The State Advisory Committee met on Sept. 19, in Macon.  Many items were discussed for this new school year. The most exciting news is the Army has invited representatives from GAPSC, and GADOE to visit Fort Knox in January, to review the instructor training process.  This is the first major step in the evaluation and possible approval process of the Army becoming a teacher certification provider.  This would mean instructors completing the military JROTC instructor training would be candidates for applying for teacher certification immediately upon completing the training. 

For additional information contact Gary Mealer at GADOE.  (gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us)


Library/Media

Contact:   Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us)
GALILEO Password

The GALILEO password, unique for each school system, changed at the first of August and will not change again until January 5, 2015. Under a new policy approved by the steering committee, the password will change three times a year rather than four. Any media specialist can request to be added to the distribution list. On campus, access to GALILEO is automatic, but the password is needed for access away from school. Media specialists have the responsibility of then distributing the password to teachers, students, staff, and parents. Password change notifications are sent by e-mail 30 days before the password change date. That 30-day period is a great time to request a change if for some reason the school would like a different password. The password pool has been vetted several times, but sometimes not-so-great ones slip through. As an example, one school received the password “secret,” so when students asked what the password was, the media specialist told them it was “secret.” More information on the password and access policy is available at http://about.galileo.usg.edu/policies/galileo_access_policies_and_information_1.1/
GALILEO Webinar Schedule

Webinars on key GALILEO resources will introduce new features and content and reacquaint experienced users with their favorite databases. The webinars are an hour long and most are scheduled late in the day to accommodate teachers’ and media specialists’ schedules. Contact Karen Minton at Karen.minton@usg.edu with questions.

Britannica School for Elementary, Middle, and High

Webinars focusing on Britannica for ELA and mathematics will be scheduled soon. Watch for updates on the GALILEO training page at http://help.galileo.usg.edu/librarians/training/. 



Mathematics
Contact: Sandi Woodall (swoodall@doe.k12.ga.us)
Mathematics Program Webpage at: http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Mathematics.aspx
Newly Posted Resource:  Mathematics Graduation Guidance for Students Who Entered Ninth Grade in 2013-2014 and Thereafter
CCGPS Mathematics Resources and archived Professional Learning Sessions are posted at:

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/Math.aspx. 

The 2014-2015 CCGPS Mathematics Unit Frameworks were posted to GeorgiaStandards.org and the Teacher Resource Link (TRL) on July 1, 2014.  The unit frameworks reflect the thoughtful collaboration and dedication of mathematics teachers, coaches, and supervisors from across the state of Georgia.

The 2014-2015 versions are readily identifiable by the July 1, 2014, release date within the document footer.  In the past, in order to prevent student access, teacher editions of the mathematics units were housed in Learning Village, and student editions were posted to GeorgiaStandards.org.  However, teacher editions have been found posted outside of Learning Village.  In order to simplify access, there is now only one version of each framework unit and that version can be found at GeorgiaStandards.org.  You will no longer find separate teacher edition and student edition documents.  Georgia public school teachers are directed to the Teacher Resource Link (TRL) site – Curriculum Tools tab, where editable documents which allow teacher customization of the unit frameworks can be found.

Additions to the mathematics resource toolkit include a K-12 Mathematics Effective Instructional Practices Guide comprised of a generic 3-Act Task guide which combines structured open-ended tasks with teacher commentary; a generic Formative Instructional Practices Guide; and a K-12 Number Talks Guide, including modifications to the previous K-5 guidance as directed by teacher feedback. Videos and visuals are embedded throughout the guides.


Math Science Partnership
Contact:  Amanda Buice (abuice@doe.k12.ga.us) and/or Telephone: (404) 657-8319 or Fax: (404) 656-5744



Migrant Education and Refugee Programs
Contact:  John Wight (jwight@doe.k12.ga.us) 404-463-1857

Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX)

Is there a way to get quick access to the academic records of migrant students?  Yes!  The Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX) is the technology that allows States to share educational and health information on migrant children who travel from State to State and who, as a result, have student records in multiple States' information systems. MSIX works in concert with the existing migrant student information systems that States currently use to manage their migrant data to fulfill its mission to ensure the appropriate enrollment, placement, and accrual of credits for migrant children nationwide.

Who should have access to MSIX?  Staff working with new student placement and records review.

In order to obtain an MSIX User Account, you must complete the online training and an application.  Please go to the Title I, Part C – Migrant Education Program website at the link below and follow the directions for securing a Secondary User Account.

Link: http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/GaMEP-MSIX.aspx

Follow the Migrant Education Program (MEP) on Twitter: @georgiamep

For information on the Migrant Education Program, please visit our website:
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Migrant-Education-Program.aspx

Refugee Youth and Children

Bridging Refugee Youth and Children’s Services (BRYCS) provides national technical assistance to organizations serving refugees and immigrants so that all newcomer children and youth can reach their potential.  Please visit this website for a variety of resources to support these children and youth.
http://www.brycs.org/
 


Science
Contact:   Juan-Carlos Aguilar (jaguilar@doe.k12.ga.us)

Science Georgia Performance Standards:

· A timeline for the review and revision of the current science GPS has not yet been established.
· The state will continue to provide on-going professional learning and supporting resources for the current standards.
· Science GPS and STEM initiatives continue to be a critical priority at the state and local levels.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST)
The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) are the highest honors bestowed by the United States government specifically for K-12 mathematics and science (including computer science) teaching. Established by Congress in 1983, the PAEMST program authorizes the President to bestow up to 108 awards each year.  The award recognizes those teachers who develop and implement a high-quality instructional program that is informed by content knowledge and enhances student learning. Since the program's inception, more than 4,300 teachers have been recognized for their contributions in the classroom and to their profession.
Recipients of the award receive the following:

· A certificate signed by the President of the United States. 

· A paid trip for two to Washington, D.C., to attend a series of recognition events and professional development opportunities. 

· A $10,000 award from the National Science Foundation.

In addition to recognizing outstanding teaching in mathematics or science (including computer science), the program provides teachers with an opportunity to build lasting partnerships with colleagues across the nation. This growing network of award-winning teachers serves as a vital resource for improving science, technology, engineering, and mathematics education and keeping America globally competitive. 

Nominations for talented secondary teachers (7-12) to participate in this year’s program are open. 

The Stone Mountain Memorial Association
The Stone Mountain Memorial Association offers free science and geology programs for all grades, as well as science kits that can be checked out and outreach programs. The outreach programs are only for DeKalb and Gwinnett County due to travel. For more information visit http://www.stonemountainpark.org/programs-main-page.html
The NEA Foundation Grants
The NEA Foundation provides grants to improve the academic achievement of students in U.S. public schools. The proposed work should engage students in critical thinking and problem solving that deepen their knowledge of standards-based subject matter; and should improve students’ habits of inquiry, self-directed learning, and critical reflection. The maximum award is $5,000. Practicing U.S. public school teachers, public school education support professionals, or faculty or staff at public higher education institutions are eligible to apply. Application deadlines are February 1, June 1, and October 15. For more information, go to http://www.neafoundation.org/pages/nea-student-achievement-grants.
PASCO STEM Educator Awards 
The PASCO STEM Educator awards, sponsored by PASCO scientific, in partnership with the National Science Teachers Association, recognize excellence and innovation in the field of STEM education at middle school and high school levels.
Eligibility: The applicant must be a 6–12 STEM educator. Individuals must have a minimum of 3 years teaching experience in the STEM fields, who implement innovative inquiry-based, technology infused STEM programs. One middle level and two high school level recipients will be awarded annually. Award: A total of 3 awardees will be selected annually. Each awardee will receive up to $1000 to cover travel expenses to attend the NSTA national conference and be part of a STEM share-a-thon workshop, a $500 monetary gift, and a $5000 certificate for PASCO scientific products. The recipient of the award will be honored during the Awards Banquet at the NSTA national conference. To go to http://www.nsta.org/docs/awards/STEMEducator.pdf
You Be The Chemist Challenge
Get your students excited about chemistry with the You Be The Chemist Challenge—a free, national academic competition for grade 5-8 students. The Challenge was created by the Chemical Educational Foundation® (CEF), a non-profit organization dedicated to enhancing science and chemistry education. The Challenge tests students’ knowledge of chemistry concepts, scientific theories, and laboratory safety in an engaging, interactive format. Local and state competitions occur in the spring and the top student from each state (together with one educator!) receives an expenses-paid trip to the national competition in June. To find out how your school can get involved, please complete our inquiry form, e-mail challenge@chemed.org, or call 703/ 527-6223.

The Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy
By visiting www.sendmyteacher.com, third-, fourth- and fifth-grade teachers can apply to attend a week-long, all-expense paid professional development program that equips them with new ways to inspire their students in mathematics and science. The deadline to apply has been extended to November 16th.

NASA's Stratospheric Observatory For Infrared Astronomy (SOFIA) 
SOFIA is now accepting applications for the 2015 Airborne Astronomy Ambassadors (AAA) Program. The AAA program is an exciting and unique opportunity for educators. The teams that are selected receive online astronomy instruction, and a trip to Palmdale, CA to participate in two SOFIA Science Flights. The science flights offer educators interaction with astronomers, engineers and technicians on board the aircraft, and a view to the collaboration that leads to astronomical data collection and the research papers that follow. 

The eligibility and program requirements are detailed at http://www.seti.org/sofia. In brief, one team member must be a science teacher and the other team member may be a teacher, informal educator or amateur astronomer. The program pays all costs. Applications are due December 22, 2014.

Please contact Pamela Harman, Co-Manager SOFIA Education Program, at pharman@seti.org if you need assistance.
Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship Program 
The Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship (AEF) Program provides a unique opportunity for accomplished K-12 educators in the fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) to serve in the national education arena. Fellows spend 11 months working in a Federal agency or U.S. Congressional office, bringing their extensive classroom knowledge and experience to STEM education program and/or education policy efforts. Program applications are due November 20, 2014, and must be submitted through an online application system. More information can be found at http://science.energy.gov/wdts/einstein/.

For any questions, please contact the AEF Program at sc.einstein@science.doe.gov.

The Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision program
ExploraVision, which is sponsored by Toshiba and administered by NSTA, was created to help motivate young students to excel in science and technology. Working in teams of two to four to design innovative technologies that could exist in 20 years, students have the opportunity to win a $10,000 U.S. Savings Bond (at maturity). Teachers can learn more about the 2014–2015 competition by watching ExploraVision’s new video (http://www.exploravision.org/video/toshibansta-exploravision-get-involved), hosted by Bill Nye the Science Guy, or visiting the competition website at http://www.exploravision.org. Follow ExploraVision on Twitter at @ToshibaInnovate or like ExploraVision on Facebook.

Registration for the the ExploraVision program is the world’s largest K–12 student science competition is open at http://www.exploravision.org. The deadline for all projects is January 30, 2015. 

Georgia Bio Biotechnology Teacher of the Year Nomination
Georgia Bio is pleased to open nominations for our third annual Biotechnology Teacher of the Year Award (teachers can nominate themselves).   Winners receive a cash prize and 2 tickets to the Georgia Bio Awards “Starry Nights” event, to help raise funds for biotechnology education in Georgia.  Help us celebrate those who make biotechnology in Georgia such a success!  Submissions close November 9th.  

Please contact Melissa Nikolic, Director of Programming, at (404)-313-7440 for additional information to others.

Award for Excellence in Earth Science Teaching 
The American Geosciences Institute (AGI) is accepting applications for the Edward C. Roy Award for Excellence in Earth Science Teaching. Given annually, this award is presented to one full-time K-8 teacher in the U.S. or U.K. whose excellence and innovation in the classroom elevates students' understanding of the Earth and its many processes.

The winner of the Edward C. Roy Award will receive a cash prize and an additional travel grant to attend the National Science Teachers Association Annual Conference in Chicago in March 2015. To be eligible, applications must be postmarked by January 10, 2015.

For more information on requirements, application procedures and deadlines, please visit http://www.americangeosciences.org/education/awards/roy.



STEM
Contact:  Gilda Lyon (glyon@doe.k12.ga.us) or (404) 463-1977 



STEM Georgia Educator Laureate Awards 

Registration is now open!

Go to http://stemgeorgia.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/STEM-Georgia-Educator-Laureate-Awards-For-Participants1.pdf for registration information.

Win statewide recognition, gift certificates, free national conferences and many other awards!

The STEM Georgia Educator Laureate Awards are designed to reward Georgia K-12 classroom teachers for exceptional work in the area of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math.  Teachers are provided a list of activities that may be completed in order to earn digital badges worth specific points.  

The sooner you get started the more you can win!

Sponsored by the following organizations:

Georgia Power

Discovery Education

Delta Education/Foss

Technology Association of Georgia
Social Studies

Contact:  Shaun Owen (sowen@doe.k12.ga.us)
· Transitioning to the Georgia Milestones - Continue to teach the GPS, integrate the Social Studies Literacy Standards throughout the course, and increase the rigor in classroom instruction and assessment.  

· Upcoming Medal of Honor Character Development Trainings- 
Griffin RESA MOH Workshop on 11/13/14 http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?ClientCode=griffin&CL_ID=403682 

Heart of GA RESA MOH Workshop 12/2/14 http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?ClientCode=hgresa&CL_ID=102807 

North GA RESA MOH Workshop on 1/14/15 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1szbhLMdraEq9wqNAmvI4SEmcsx2-ed1t2qrPuW9L3z0/viewform?usp=send_form
Chattahoochee Flint RESA MOH Workshop on 1/28/15 http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?ClientCode=cfresa&CL_ID=100281 

Coastal Plains RESA MOH Workshop on 2/12/15 http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?ClientCode=cpresa&CL_ID=165395 

Pioneer RESA MOH Workshop on 3/11/15  

https://fcweb.pioneerresa.org/ 

· Upcoming Social Studies Pedagogy Training- Bruce Lesh will be conducting several trainings across Georgia this year.  We will send out additional information as soon as the dates are finalized.  Recipients will receive a free copy of his bestselling book.
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Heart of GA RESA workshop on 12/4/14-  http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?CL_ID=103317&ClientCode=hgresa
CSRA RESA workshop on 12/5/14- 

http://www.csraresa.net/event-calendar/ 

Middle GA RESA workshop on 1/26/14- registration link- http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?CL_ID=102342&ClientCode=mgresa
Okefenokee RESA workshop on 1/27/14- registration link- http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?ClientCode=okresa&CL_ID=101300
SW GA RESA workshop on 2/16/14

http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?ClientCode=swresa&CL_ID=51151 

· Governor’s Directive for Social Studies Resources- To provide input, please click on the link below. https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialstudies.aspx 

· AP US History Course Framework Crosswalk Document- To provide input, please click on the link below.
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialstudies.aspx

Division for Special Education Services and Supports
Director:  Debbie Gay (dgay@doe.k12.ga.us) Telephone: (404) 657- 9959

Contact:   Anne Ladd (aladd@doe.k12.ga.us) Telephone: (404) 463-0411

Reminder! Mark Your Calendar: 
2015 Special Education Spring Leadership Meeting

March 16-18, 2015 
Wyndham Peachtree Conference Center 
Peachtree City

(More Information Available Soon!)


World Languages and International Education

Contact: Greg Barfield (gbarfield@doe.k12.ga.us ) 404-651-5363
               Michaela Claus-Nix (MClausNix@doe.k12.ga.us) 404-651-8373
PLU Credits for Georgia GAPP Teachers:                                                         

The German American Partnership Program (GAPP) at the Goethe-Institut New York and the Georgia Department of Education (GaDoE) partnered to develop a comprehensive learning plan for Georgia teachers working on a school sponsored exchange program within the guidelines of the German American Partnership Program. GAPP and the GaDoE are proud to announce the starting date of this endeavor, the spring/summer of 2015, when Georgia teachers will be able to receive up to 8 hours of PLU credits for their GAPP exchange programs. Georgia is the first US State where GAPP is able to offer PLU credits for the implementation and execution of the exchange program with Germany. By awarding PLU credits to Georgia teachers, GAPP and GaDoE acknowledge the importance of continued professional learning for German teachers in the target language and culture. The PLU credits can also be awarded to teachers who are not teaching German, but accompany their students to Germany on their GAPP-Program. Applying teachers will have to adhere to all guidelines as established by GAPP (including working with projects), submit a PLU Prior Approval Form as well as all required evaluations after the exchange. GAPP’s Program Officer will review all completed submissions after the exchange and issue a certificate of PLU credits earned to eligible GAPP coordinators. 
Upcoming Free Webinars for Georgia Foreign Language Teachers:

· December 2, 2104 4:00-5:00pm: Dr. Yumin Ao (Coordinator of Chinese Studies Program at the DFL, Leader of the Research Team of the CI, Kennesaw State University) and Mr. Ken Jin (Director of the Confucius Institute of Kennesaw State University) On Cultural Connections
· January 8, 2015: 4:00-5:00pm: Stephane Allagnon (French Teacher, Director of International Programs, Woodward Academy), How Technology can Support your Teaching and your Students' Learning
· February 5, 2015 4:00-5:00pm: Dr. Robert Patrick (Chair of FL Department, Parkview High School, Latin Teacher), Embedded Readings:  Acquisition and Literacy in the Latin Classroom
Please check the GaDoE World Languages website frequently for upcoming events and resources.

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/World-Languages-and-International-Education.aspx
The World Languages Program Specialists are available for free professional development in your district. Please contact either Dr. Greg Barfield at gbarfield@doe.k12.ga.us or Michaela Claus-Nix at mclausnix@doe.k12.ga.us.

Alternative Education
Contact: Linda Marie Massenburg (lmassenb@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 656-4150- office 
Announcement:
I received many emails concerning the webinar scheduled for October 30, 2014 on Alternative Education and Mental Health. Due to the complaints regarding the lack of sound and accessibility, a new presentation will be recorded and emailed to participants. The recorded presentation will as be posted on the Alternative Education Website. Since I do not want anyone to miss out on the rich content that was shared by the presenters, we will set up another date and time when participants can engage in a Question and Answer session with the presenters after viewing the recorded document. Once again, sorry for the inconvenience and please make sure to check your email for the recorded presentation and date for the Q&A. 

Sincerely,
Ms. Massenburg



Assessment
Contact: Tony Eitel (aeitel@doe.k12.ga.us)

The following assessment windows are on the State Testing Calendar for the months of November and December 2014:

· End of Course Tests (EOCT) Mid-Month Administrations

· November 10 – 21 (Last Administration of the “Legacy” EOCT Program)

· End of Course Tests (EOCT) Retest Administrations

· November 10 – 21 (Last Administration of the “Legacy” EOCT Program)

· Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS)

· (GKIDS website is now open)

· Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) Main Administration and HS Retest

· Window opened September 2

· Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT) Retest Administration

· November 3 – 14

· Georgia Milestones End of Course (EOC) Measures

· December 1 – January 9

New Assessment Webinar Memorandum and Updated 2014-2015 State Testing Calendar Posted

NEW > >> Memorandum:  2014-2015 Assessment Webinar Schedule (November 2014-June 2015)

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Memoranda--Announcements.aspx 

 

UPDATED >>> 2014-2015 State Testing Calendar

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Information-For-Educators.aspx 

 

The 2015-2016 State Testing Calendar will be posted to the “For Educators” link noted above soon.

Please visit our new Georgia Milestones website at:
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
Also, please note the resources below:

Understanding and Using Constructed Response Items in the Classroom:

· NAEP Questions Tool http

 HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx" ://

 HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx" nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx
Eliciting Student Response Training Modules http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/default.aspx" www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/default.aspx


Formative Assessment Toolbox Update


The Georgia Formative Assessment Toolbox consists of the Formative Item Bank, Formative Benchmark Assessments and Georgia’s Formative Instructional Practices online professional learning (Georgia FIP). In concert, these tools provide educators a high quality and accurate system for learning about formative assessment, and using high quality assessment items to learn what students know about the content standards and are able to demonstrate for the purpose of improving teaching and learning. Current information about each resource in the toolbox is below. 
The Georgia Formative Item Bank (FIB)

Contact: Jan Reyes, Ed.D. (jreyes@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 463-6665
The Formative Item Bank, currently hosted in the Online Assessment System (OAS), has been expanded to include items for Grades 1-2 English/Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics, and items for Grades 3-8 Science and Social Studies, U.S. History, and Biology. We have also added new items in Grades 3-8 ELA and Mathematics, 9th Literature, 10th Literature, American Literature, Coordinate Algebra, Analytic Geometry, and Advanced Algebra. 

The purpose of the item bank is to provide teachers with items and tasks that they can use to assess students’ knowledge while they are learning the state standards. The bank includes items of varying formats with a predominance of constructed response items, which are extremely helpful to teachers to measure the full expectations of the standards. Well-implemented formative assessment using these items can provide teachers what they need to know in order to differentiate, remediate, re-teach and/or enrich their teaching in order to meet the varying needs of their students.

In late fall of 2014, the assessment items will also be available from the Georgia Online Formative Assessment Resources (GOFAR). 
The Georgia Formative Assessment Benchmarks (G-FABs)

Contact:  Jan Reyes, Ed.D. (jreyes@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 463-6665
Development of the Georgia Formative Assessment Benchmarks is complete and 24 benchmark assessments are now available for all systems in Georgia via the Online Assessment System (OAS). School systems/state schools have the ability to use the benchmarks as a part of their balanced assessment plan that should include both formative items and benchmark assessments to inform teaching and learning. While teachers have access to the formative item bank in the OAS, only system-level test coordinators have access to the G-FABs. The benchmarks can be administered by the systems as they see fit---perhaps as a diagnostic administered in the early stages of a school year; a mid-year assessment to guide instruction and intervention for the remainder of the school year; or as a precursor to the administration of state assessments to guide last minute remediation and support. 

The formative benchmark assessments that are now available include:

· English/Language Arts (ELA):  Grades 1-8, 9th Lit, 10th Lit, American Lit
· Mathematics:  Grades 1-8, Coordinate Algebra, Analytic Geometry, Advanced Algebra
· U.S. History
· Biology
There are also additional district level items for Grades 1 – high school ELA and mathematics, U.S. History, and Biology.

Georgia FIP Professional Learning Opportunity - www.gadoe.org/GeorgiaFIP
Contact: Kelli Harris-Wright (Kharris-wright@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 463-5047  
The GaDOE strongly encourages Administrative, Curriculum/Instruction, Assessment, School Improvement, and Professional Learning Directors to collaborate and share with principals the transformative and blended learning model of professional development; Georgia’s Formative Instructional Practices (Georgia FIP). The foundational content in Modules 1-5 provides a solid beginning to implement standards-based instruction appropriately. The term “formative” is a key concept because it means that FIP strategies are used during the teaching and learning process rather than at the end of instruction. 

Twelve new courses have been added to GaDOE’s Formative Instructional Practices blended model for professional learning for 14-15. The new courses focus on ELA and Mathematics specifically for educators at the elementary, middle and high school levels, and also special student populations.

New “FIP in Action” Online Learning Modules
· Creating Clear Learning Targets for ELA in Elementary Schools
· Creating Clear Learning Targets for ELA in Middle Schools
· Creating Clear Learning Targets for ELA in High Schools
· Creating Clear Learning Targets for Math in Elementary Schools
· Creating Clear Learning Targets for Math in Middle Schools
· Creating Clear Learning Targets for Math in High Schools
· FIP in Action: ELA Grade 6 Argumentative Writing
· Creating Clear Learning Targets in Non-core Subjects (Physical Education)
· Advancing FIP through Professional Learning Teams 
New “Reaching Every Student” Online Learning Modules

· Formative Instructional Practices: Reaching Students with Disabilities

· Formative Instructional Practices: Reaching English Language Learners

· Formative Instructional Practices: Reaching Gifted Students
To login to FIP, educators need an access code. District office and school-specific access codes to the Georgia FIP online learning system are in the GaDOE Portal Account of the district’s Test Director. There are two types of access codes: (1) administrative codes to take FIP courses and also monitor the online learning progress of staff, and, (2) learner codes for staff to take courses. A certificate for earned professional learning hours should be downloaded and archived when each online learning module has been completed.

ACCEL
Contact: Pat Blenke (ablenke@doe.k12.ga.us) 404-463-1765 



College and Career Ready Performance Index and ESEA Waiver
Contact: Cowen Harter (charter@doe.k12.ga.us)
On July 31, 2014, the United States Department of Education approved the extension of Georgia’s ESEA Flexibility Waiver through the 2014-2015 school year. Among other things, the approved extension allows for:

· New Performance Targets for Coordinate Algebra

· New identification methodology for Alert Schools
The complete list of requested amendments and the approved waiver are posted on Accountability’s web page at:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Accountability/Pages/default.aspx
A great deal of data preparation and gathering occurs before the CCRPI reports can be produced and published. Earlier this summer, school and district personnel submitted needed data via the CCRPI Data Collection application. Currently, district users are working within the CCRPI Assessment Matching application. The Summer Graduation application is also open for districts to submit to us their summer graduates. In September, we plan to open the Non-Participation and Cohort Withdrawal Update applications. The CRCT-M Reassignment application will open in October. All of these data are utilized in CCRPI calculations. 

Alert School status is an annual identification. On August 12, 2014, the 2014 Alert Schools were identified. We hope to announce the 2014 Reward Schools next month. Also, at the August State Board of Education meeting, the 2015 CCRPI indicators were approved. 

The CCRPI Accountability Team will continue to support schools and districts regarding CCRPI reports, applications, data, and calculations. The contact information for the Accountability Specialists can be found on our web page. 


College Readiness Unit 
Contacts for College Readiness Programs: ACT, AP, PSAT, SAT 
Becky Chambers, rchambers@doe.k12.ga.us, Telephone (404-463-5098)
Bonnie Marshall,  bmarshall@doe.k12.ga.us, Telephone  (404-656-6854 )

Georgia  Haygood McSwain,  gmcswain@doe.k12.ga.us, Telephone (404-657-9799)

1) The 2015 AP Teacher Training Grant Announcement and Applications were sent to System Superintendents from Dr. Martha Reichrath on October 30, 2014.  Completed application packets are due back to GaDOE no later than December 16, 2014.  Questions?  Contact Becky Chambers


Dual Enrollment & Move On When Ready (MOWR)
Contact: Gary Mealer (gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us) 
· Dual Credit—GADOE has been working collaboratively with Technical College System of Georgia reviewing the new Career Cluster pathway courses.  The reviews have resulted in additional matches and offerings for students. The updated Spring Dual Enrollment Matrix is now being made available for to colleges and systems for November advisement for the upcoming spring semester.  Also, joint counselor and dual credit webinars are being scheduled for the remainder of the year. More information will be distributed later.

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Transition-Career-Partnerships.aspx 

Interim Flexibility for Dual Enrollment Course Numbers 

(For post-secondary courses that do not have an elective high school course match or comparable course) 
In order to provide maximum flexibility for eligible high school students enrolled in dual credit courses to receive academic credit at both the high school and postsecondary institution, the following may be utilized as described below for school year 2014-2015.

1) The current elective course numbers for grades 9-12 Study Skills included in State Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.20 LIST OF STATE-FUNDED K-8 SUBJECTS AND 9-12 COURSES FOR STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE IN 2008 AND SUBSEQUENT YEARS may be used for alignment of elective high school courses to post-secondary courses submitted for dual enrollment purposes if it is determined by the Department of Education and either the University System of Georgia or the Technical College System of Georgia that the post-secondary course does not have an elective high school course match or comparable course. 

Note: Other “matched” or comparable courses are already included in the Dual HOPE Credit Matrix or the Move On When Ready Supplemental List. Only the “unmatched” courses can be aligned to the current elective grades 9-12 Study Skills numbers as described below. 

Reminder: For ACCEL purposes only, Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC) only pays ACCEL tuition for the five major subject areas (23-ELA, 26-Life Science, 27-Math, 40-Physical Science, 45-Social Studies, and 60 –World Language, not 35.0 Study Skills’ course numbers). Additional information will be forthcoming in 2015 regarding flexibility for unmatched courses that includes the ACCEL Course Directory beginning for school year 2015-2016.
2) For transcript purposes, local school districts should add the actual college course title corresponding to the dual enrollment course.
3) The following elective grades 9-12 Study Skills courses and numbers included in the chart below may be used for dual enrollment course number purposes as described above. 

High schools must use the coding for dual courses as described on pages 7-8 of the Rule 160-4-2-.20 listed above. (A 4 as the fifth numerical digit to the right of the decimal indicates that the students receive credit for the course while taking it for dual enrollment credit at a postsecondary public or private institution, see example in the chart below.) 
	State-Funded

Course Number 

with example for dual enrollment coding as indicated in red font
	STUDY SKILLS (GRADES 9-12)

Course Title 

with Strikethrough for local districts to 

add actual college course title
	Elective Course

 e

	35.06104 
	Study Skills I   

Dual Enrollment College Course Title
	e

	35.06204 
	Study Skills II 

Dual Enrollment College Course Title
	e

	35.06304 
	Study Skills III 

Dual Enrollment College Course Title
	e

	35.06404 
	Study Skills I V 

Dual Enrollment College Course Title
	e




Early Intervention Program (EIP)
Contacts: Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us)
The 2014-2015 Early Intervention Program (EIP) Guidance and Rubrics are posted from the Curriculum and Instruction Home page via the EIP link under “Other Programs”. 

See below for the link to the EIP Guidance and Rubrics.

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Early-Intervention-Program.aspx
Changes for 2014-2015:  

· Since the Pre-K standards (Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards) were recently updated, the Kindergarten EIP Entrance Rubrics for both Reading and Math were updated for the 2014-2015 school year.  All other rubrics remained the same. The word “Pilot” was removed from the documents.

· Only minor tweaks were made to the Guidance document which included front cover dates and notes and updates on the page for the table of contents. 


Jimmy Carter NHS Education Program
Contact: Annette Wise (awise@doe.k12.ga.us or plainsed@jimmycarter.info) (229) 824-5843
Schools have the opportunity to participate in several upcoming events in Plains - special farm tours in November and December, performances about Pearl Harbor and World War II, and the annual History Academic Bowl. If you are interested in bringing a group of students for a field trip for one of these events, you will need to book your group as soon as possible. Seating and groups tours are limited for all events.
Field trips to the historic sites in Plains are free! Three historic sites are available for students – 1976 Presidential Campaign Headquarters (the Depot), the Jimmy Carter Boyhood Farm and Plains High School Museum. Interactive experiences have been designed to engage students in the historic resources as they learn about lifestyles on the 1920s farm, scavenger hunts at all 3 sites are available, guided walking tours and bus tours. This is a curriculum based experience that encourages active learning. Field can be booked online at www.jimmycarter.info 
Free Teacher Workshop in November and December in Plains

The Economics of Sports

When                              Tuesday, November 18, 2014; 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Register By                     November 14, 2014

Description                    A one-day workshop with no registration fee, the cost of a substitute teacher reimbursed, instructional materials provided, and lunch included

Audience                         Teachers, Grades 9-12
Workshop Location      Jimmy Carter National Historic Site, Plains

Status                              Open Register online now at www.gcee.org 
U.S. Economic History

When

            Tuesday, December 9, 2014;  8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Register By                    December 5, 2014

Description                   A one-day workshop with no registration fee, the cost of a substitute teacher reimbursed, instructional materials provided, and lunch included

Audience                       Teachers, Grades 4 and 5
Workshop Location      Jimmy Carter National Historic Site, Plains

Status                               Open  Register online now at www.gcee.org 
Questions? Email Mike Raymer or Glen Blankenship or call 404-413-7820 


Learning Resources/Textbooks
Contact:  Randall N. Lee (rlee@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 656-0476

Textbook Webpage Link for Updates:

http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Learning-Resources.aspx" www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Learning-Resources.aspx 

 Response to Intervention (RTI)
Contact:  To Be Determined
RTI 

http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Response-to-Intervention.aspx 

GaDOE-GPB Video Series on Georgia’s Promising Practices in RTI 
This video series is a partnership between the Georgia Department of Education and the Student Support Team Association for Georgia Educators (SSTAGE).  Georgia’s Promising Practices in RTI is a five part series which includes Georgia’s RTI Leaders’ Panel Discussion and four teams representing the 2012 SSTAGE STAR Award winning system, elementary, middle and high school.  This series highlights Georgia educators who have successfully implemented practices that identify students' academic and behavioral needs and which systematically address those learning needs through multiple tiers of RTI supports.  The desired outcome is improved academics and behavior for all Georgia students to successfully achieve the standards of the new Common Core.  You may access the videos from either the GaDOE RTI webpage or the GPB Education website:

GaDOE RTI Webpage:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Response-to-Intervention.aspx 

GPB Education- Common Core Hub series

http://www.gpb.org/education/common-core 

Student Support Team (SST) 

Contact:  To Be Determined
School Psychologists

Contact:  To Be Determined

Safe and Drug-Free Schools
Contacts:  Marilyn Watson (mawatson@doe.k12.ga.us) and/or Jeff Hodges (jhodges@doe.k12.ga.us 
School Climate Surveys
Please note that the school climate surveys for the 2014-2015 school year will be available on Monday, November 3, 2014. Data from the Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0, the Georgia School Personnel Survey and the Georgia Parent Survey along with other sources will be used in the calculation of a School Climate Star Rating which is a diagnostic tool within the CCRPI.

The surveys will officially open on Monday, November 3, 2014 and will remain open through Friday, February 27, 2015.  It is critical for all schools to participate in each of the surveys.  However, virtual schools, alternative schools and other “non-traditional” schools and programs are not required to participate in the school climate surveys.    
Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0

There are two versions of the Georgia Student Health Survey (GSHS) 2.0.  The first version is for middle and high school students (grades 6 – 12), and the second version is a short survey for elementary students (grades 3-5).  At least 75% of students at each grade level (3-12) must participate in the GSHS 2.0 to be eligible for the School Climate Star Rating.  Please make plans for your elementary, middle and high school students to participate in the GSHS 2.0.  Survey responses are anonymous and will be submitted directly to the Georgia Department of Education for analysis.  The survey is offered at no cost to all Georgia public school districts and private schools that wish to participate.  We will let you know soon when the Spanish version of the student survey is available.  The URL addresses for the elementary, middle and high school surveys are posted below.

Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 – ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (grades 3-5)

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/elementary.nsf/Survey.xsp
Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 - MIDDLE SCHOOL (grades 6-8)

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/middleschool.nsf/Survey.xsp
Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 - HIGH SCHOOL (grades 9-12)

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/highschool.nsf/Survey.xsp
Georgia School Personnel Survey

The Georgia School Personnel Survey (GSPS) is modeled after the student survey and includes 31 questions.  The GSPS is for all teachers, school administrators, certified staff members and other classified staff members (paraprofessionals, office staff, cafeteria workers, custodians, etc.) who work at least 50 percent of the day in the school.  At least 75% of your teachers and administrators must participate in the survey to be eligible for the School Climate Star Rating.  Most teachers should be able to participate in the GSPS using their classroom computer.  The survey is also accessible using an iPad or smartphone.  Survey responses are anonymous and will be submitted directly to the Georgia Department of Education for analysis.  Data results from the Georgia School Personnel Survey will not be available to the public and will not be posted online.  The URL address for the Georgia School Personnel Survey is posted below.

Georgia School Personnel Survey:

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/personnel.nsf/Survey.xsp
Georgia Parent Survey

The Georgia Parent Survey is also modeled after the student survey and contains 24 questions.  A Spanish version of the parent survey will be available soon.  Parents will be able to complete the survey using their personal computers, smartphones or iPads.  For parents that do not have access to the Internet, school administrators might consider scheduling dates and times to allow parents to complete the Georgia Parent Survey at school.  All parents should be encouraged to participate in the Georgia Parent Survey because the data will be used to calculate the School Climate Star Rating .  However, there is no mandatory participation rate for parents.  Survey responses are anonymous and will be submitted directly to the Georgia Department of Education for analysis.  Data results from the Georgia Parent Survey will not be available to the public and will not be posted online.  The URL address for the Georgia Parent Survey is posted below.

Georgia Parent Survey:

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/parents.nsf/Survey.xsp
Survey Administration

Each of the surveys is administered online through the provided URL address (web address).  As soon as the school administrator enters the URL address into the web browser, a drop-down menu will appear and the school administrator will use the drop-down menu to select their school district and their school.  If there are new schools or private schools that wish to participate that are not included in the drop-down menu, please contact us using the contact information at the end of this e-mail and we will add the school to the list.  Also, if you have problems locating your school with the drop-down menu procedure, please contact us.  Please note that the surveys will officially open on Monday, November 3, 2014 and will remain open through Friday, February 27, 2015.
Survey Participation Website

A survey participation website is currently being developed to allow schools to monitor their survey participation rates.  The survey participation website will be available by Monday, November 10, 2014 and all school superintendents will be notified as soon as the web address is available.  
Remember, federal law requires that the student survey questions be made available for review by all interested parties; therefore, copies may be reproduced and made available to parents or other parties upon request.  Copies of the Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 questions are available online.  

Please make sure that your parents/guardians know about the Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 and are given the option to opt out if desired.

Thank you for participating in the school climate surveys.  If you have questions, please contact Marilyn Watson and/or Jeff Hodges.  Marilyn may be reached by email at mawatson@doe.k12.ga.us or by phone at (404) 651-7179 and Jeff may be reached by email at jhodges@doe.k12.ga.us or by phone at (404) 463-7891.
  

School Counselors
Contact: Dr. Myrel Seigler (mseigler@doe.k12.ga.us)

Special Opportunity:

In partnership with the Georgia School Counselors Association (GSCA), the DOE has been working on the development of a counselor performance evaluation instrument.  With the development of the Teacher Keys Effectiveness System (TKES) and the Leader Keys Effectiveness System (LKES), the DOE and GSCA recognized the need for a counselor instrument since no unified counselor evaluation instrument exists statewide and certified counselors need an appropriate evaluation tool. 

 

The Counselor Keys Effectiveness System (CKES) was aligned as closely as possible with the new teacher evaluation instrument (TKES) in its design, making it easy to follow and understand.  However, this instrument does not require the same level of observation and type of data submission to the DOE as TKES. 

 

While the DOE is not currently mandating the use of CKES, we are offering this instrument as a state document for districts to pilot in the 2014-2015 academic year.  We encourage and highly recommend that districts utilize this instrument, especially if you are not currently using an appropriate counselor evaluation instrument. 

 

If you are interested in piloting this instrument in your district during the 2014-2015 academic year, please contact CKES@gaschoolcounselors.com for more information.  Additionally, there will be a break-out session at GAEL on Monday, July 14 if you would like the opportunity to preview the instrument and receive additional information.

Resources from the College Access Challenge Grant:

Greetings,

I hope the summer is treating you kindly and that you are getting ready for 2014-15 CACG activities.

We are excited to announce the launch of our new website for Georgia College Access Courses (GCAC). The website provides an overview of CACG, GCAC content and registration link as well as resources for counselors. Visit us at www.gacollegeaccesscourses.org.

Opportunity:
Endevvr works for students who are looking to counselors to direct them to prestigious programs that will advance their futures as entrepreneurs.  We know how influential counselors can be in finding summer programs and helping students to advance themselves personally and professionally, and Endevvr wants the counselors in Georgia to know of this opportunity for student entrepreneurs.  We will provide the top-tier business professionals, professors and entrepreneurs as mentors and trainers if your schools can help provide the students ready to work collaboratively on developing their business instincts into startup companies.

On behalf of these entrepreneurs, we are looking to find a publication through which we can distribute our press release to bring students to their potential.  The first step is to spread the information of this opportunity, and any avenue through which we can distribute the attached release will be instrumental in our mutual goal of giving students the best opportunities that we can.  Please take a look at our release to see how Endevvr can help advance the careers of Georgia's students.

As a program specialist for guidance counselors and counselors for Georgia's Department of Education, we hope that you can help us to find a place online or in counselor and teacher publications to tell of this student opportunity.  Thank you for your time, and we look forward to hearing from you.

Kimberly Yates
Manager of Public Relations, Endevvr

kimberly@endevvr.com
336.337.5214
Special Announcement:  Governor Nathan Deal formed a task force to review the four current dual enrollment programs.  The charge to the task force was to determine how the dual enrollment process could be streamlined for student.  The task force met over the past several months and has completed its work.  We will make you aware of any changes as a result of the task force’s recommendations. 
REMINDER:  By April 1st, all students in grades 8 through 11 should be provided information regarding Dual Enrollment/Credit opportunities.  Please check your school’s procedure for ensuring compliance with this legislation. 
Dual Enrollment Update:

The links below will connect you to a page that has the new spring, 2014 Dual Enrollment Course Credit Directory.  This should be used for advising students for the upcoming semester for Dual Enrollment opportunities in Technical Colleges and Schools of Georgia.  The new courses that have been added since this current fall that will be used for the spring, 2014 are highlighted in yellow.  
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Transition-Career-Partnerships.aspx
or

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/counselor/Pages/High.aspx
If you have questions about Dual Enrollment, please contact Gary Mealer at gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us
REMINDER:  HOPE requirement changes take effect for students graduating on or after May 1, 2015.  Visit the following site for more information:   http://www.gsfc.org/main/publishing/pdf/2012/Rigor_Explanation.pdf
School Counselors Online Professional Learning Opportunities


School Counselor Professional Learning Online Modules are being offered through the University System of Georgia’s College Access Challenge Grant.  The modules are designed specifically for certified middle grade and high school counselors to improve effectiveness in preparing students for college and careers.  Complete registration information may be found online:  http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/conted/collegeaccess.html 
Each of the four (4) modules is designed as eight one-week sessions that require an average of five (5) hours per week to complete.  Participants who complete a module will earn four (4) PLUs.
Topics covered include:

Module 1:  Building a College-Going Culture for All Students; Module 2:  College, Career, and Academic Planning; Module 3:  Financial Aid and College Applications; and the NEW Spring 2013 ​ Module 4:  College and Career Counseling in the Middle Grades. 

NOTE:  An investment of $100/module is refundable upon completion of the module.  Contact Ava Baker at CCTI@usg.edu.

Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)
Contact: Hubert Bennett (hbennett@doe.k12.ga.us) 
The Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) is designed to help districts, schools, and teachers make informed, data-driven decisions to improve student learning. SLDS is a free application that is accessed via a link in the district’s Student Information System (SIS). It provides districts, schools, and teachers with access to historical data, including Assessments, Attendance, Enrollment, Courses, and Grades beginning with the 2006-2007 school year. 


Using Georgia's SLDS helps educators:

· Make more informed (data-driven) decisions designed to improve student learning.

· Identify students' academic strengths and weaknesses.  

· Increase student achievement and close achievement gaps. 

· Identify and address potential recurring impediments to student learning, e.g., problems with attendance or difficulty in mastering prerequisite knowledge or skills, before they negatively affect student success.  

· Quickly create targeted differentiation groups and cohorts.  

For help with SLDS and/or to request free face-to-face SLDS training for your school or district, please visit this page: http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/Contact-and-Connect.aspx 

Instructional Improvement System (IIS)

Contact: Carol Moore-McLeod (cmoore@doe.k12.ga.us)

Update: The IIS Data Analysis Tool is now available to all School-level SLDS users!
The Instructional Improvement System (IIS) Data Analysis Tool is an application that provides school-level and district-level users in Georgia LEAs with the ability to create customized reports using the assessment, attendance, and student growth model data that is available in the SLDS tunnel. The IIS Data Analysis Tool also allows users to collaborate and sha​re the reports that they hav​e created with other users in the school or district.
Visit the following page for more information and to request training: http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/IIS.aspx 

Teacher Resource Link (TRL)
Contact: Angela Baker (anbaker@doe.k12.ga.us)

TRL has refined over 5000 resources in order to align better with standards.  In addition, over 2000 resources have been added.  Now is a great time to start looking at the student data in SLDS, locating resources for students, and saving resources into folders for future use.  

Don’t forget to rate the resources within TRL after you use them with your class!  This helps other TRL users when planning. 

Some new features in TRL:

1. Addition of the Report Issue Link–this allows the user to report issues such as standards alignment, insufficient information (missing tags), or broken link.

2. New! And Updated! Resource identification–New resources have been added within the last 30 days. Updated resources have been edited within the last 30 days.

3. Addition of the Course Tab–Georgia Virtual School Course Modules are now available within this tab.  

To Suggest a Resource for TRL:

http://bit.ly/LORsuggestion
Additional Support

TRL Learning Tutorials
TRL User Guide
For more information
SLDS and TRL training
STRIVING READERS GRANT: LITERACY
Contact: Julie Morrill, Program Manager Striving Reader Literacy Grant
jmorrill@doe.k12.ga.us  ( 404) 425-2975 or  (706) 473-3159
Joshua A. Todd, Program Specialist, Grades 6-12
Striving Reader Literacy Grant  jtodd@doe.k12.ga.us   (404) 823-4901
Up Coming Cohort 4 Grant Competition

August 22, 2014 - December 5, 2014

Superintendents have received eligibility information in an email from Dr. Martha Reichrath.  Awareness sessions have been scheduled at area RESAs during the end of August and early September.  All documents and schedules can be accessed at the Literacy/Reading page:  http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Literacy-Reading.aspx
To request membership on the GA Striving Reader listserve, please send an email to Julie Morrill at the address above.  

SRCL PROFESSIONAL LEARNING MODULES

New professional learning modules have been posted to the Comprehensive Reading Solutions website:  www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com. We encourage you to review the modules and provide feedback to one member of the school leadership team in regards to the professional learning modules. Your feedback will assist in developing new modules. The survey link is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H7GZVSY 

New Professional Learning Modules

Birth to Pre-K

Presentations from the Striving Reader Early Learning Conference July 2014

Grades K-5

· Sample Shared and Interactive Reading Lesson Plans

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW* 

This module contains downloadable lesson plans for 9 weeks of shared reading and interactive read-alouds.  The lessons are organized by grade level for each grade, K-5.  There is also a manual for each grade level and a model curriculum-based assessment plan.

· Kindergarten Shared Reading

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW* 

In this module, we illustrate part of the ELA block in kindergarten.  You will see an excellent teacher engages children in the shared reading segment of then kindergarten day.

· First Grade Shared Reading

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW* 

This module will give you a peek at the instructional procedures we recommend in shared reading for first grade, including word study.

· First Grade Differentiated Reading

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW* 

This module shows what happens after shared reading in our first-grade classroom.  We show one of three small groups.  To find out more about our approach to differentiation, explore the modules for Building Foundational Skills.

· Second Grade Shared Reading

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW* 

This module shows instructional procedures for shared reading in second grade.  You will see that both the teacher and the students are comfortable and confident.

· Fifth Grade Shared Reading

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW* 

In this module you will see shared reading in a fifth grade classroom.  Notice the instructional pace and the evidence of student engagement.  We are grateful for the chance to show you our lesson plans in action.

· Fifth Grade Differentiated Lesson

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW* 

This module shows instructional procedures that we use for students who need to build their multisyllabic decoding skills, their oral reading fluency, and their comprehension.  We are pleased to show you video of high-quality regular classroom instruction.

· Nonfiction Interactive Read Aloud

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW* 

Watch an interactive read aloud in an upper elementary classroom.  You will see that nonfiction provides many opportunities for building knowledge.  In our lesson plans, the very same procedures are used in all grade levels.  What changes is the complexity of the text.

· Fiction Interactive Read Aloud

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW
· Book Studies

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW*

Grades 6-12

· Book Studies

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW
· Sample High School ELA Unit

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com/wp-content/themes/CRS%20Theme/images/expand.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 *NEW

Announcements
TEST-OUT OPTION and the NCAA FINANCIAL AID

Under NCAA legislation, units of credit earned through demonstration of subject area competency via testing out of courses using the End of Course Tests will not count as a core course credit for athletic aid for any student seeking NCAA Division I or II athletic scholarships.  However, only 16 core units of credit are required for graduation based on NCAA Division I requirements.  Division II schools will have the same 16 core course requirements beginning August 1, 2013. Therefore, since NCAA requirements of 16 core credits are less than the 23 units currently required for graduation from a Georgia public high school, Georgia’s high school student athletes will be able to participate in the opportunities earning units of credit through the “test out” option. Also, note that current Georgia code only allows each student to earn up to three units of credit through demonstration of subject area competency via testing out of courses
NEXT Monthly Update Webinar is Tentatively Scheduled For:

Monday, December 15, 2014
9:00 AM

Dr. John D. Barge, State School Superintendent
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