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Curriculum/Instruction and Assessment  Monthly Updates – April 7, 2015
To Access the Webinar
Please register for CIA Updates & Announcements for April 7, 2015 at 10:00 am EST at:  
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4218294317709948674
To Access the Recorded Webinar File
All documents and the recorded webinar file will be posted on the Curriculum and Instruction webpage.
Please scroll down to the bottom of the page under CIA Newsletter.
Curriculum and Instruction webpage link:
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/default.aspx
If you need assistance please contact:

Randall N. Lee (rlee@doe.k12.ga.us)

(404) 656-0476
Curriculum/Instruction and Assessment Monthly Updates
April 7, 2015
Contacts: Pam Smith, Director (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us) or (404) 463-4141

Randall N. Lee, Program Specialist (rlee@doe.k12.ga.us) or (404) 656-0476
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Contact:  Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us)
April 2, 2015, State Board of Education Meeting Updates: 

· On April 2, 2015, the State Board of Education approved amendments to State Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.20 LIST OF STATE-FUNDED K-8 SUBJECTS AND 9-12 COURSES FOR STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE IN 2008 AND SUBSEQUENT YEARS.  
Rule additions include discrete high school mathematics courses for Foundations of Algebra, Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II, along with courses for acceleration and support. Additional K-12 course numbers were provided for local district flexibility for innovative programs and dual enrollment, such as K-5 STEM Exploratory, K-5 Career Awareness, International Baccalaureate (IB) course updates, middle school Transition to High School, K-5 Social Skills, high school Tools for College Success, and dual enrollment course numbers in each content area and CTAE cluster for additional dual enrollment opportunities. Amendments include awarding two units of course credit for a CTAE course that includes embedded standards from an academic core subject area. Clarifications will include flexibility for course substitutions in the area of Computer Science. 

· A “Summary of Changes” document is attached to this newsletter e-mail.  (Due to formatting, page numbers listed in the summary may be not match exactly.)
· At the April 2,  2015, State Board of Education meeting, the following CTAE Health Science and Human Services courses were approved for posting for 60 days of public review and comment:

· Proposed New Course:
· Residential Care Fundamentals
· Revised Courses: Updates included a course title change from Internship to Practicum and the addition of standards for Employability and Legal/Ethical.

· Practicum Course Titles:
· Healthcare Science Practicum I  

· Healthcare Science Practicum II  

· Healthcare Science Practicum III  

· Proposed Revised Cosmetology Courses:

· Cosmetology Services IV  





· Applications of Cosmetology Services  




· Cosmetology Practicum I  





· Cosmetology Practicum II  





· Cosmetology Practicum III  





· Cosmetology Practicum IV  





· Cosmetology Practicum V  





· Cosmetology Practicum VI  





· Salon Management and State Board Preparation

Please provide feedback for the courses listed above by accessing the following link:

http://secc.sedl.org/ga_pathways/ 

SPECIAL ATTENTION to Middle and High School Curriculum Leaders, Principals, and Counselors: 

See below for additional information regarding amendments to Rule  160-4-2-.20 LIST OF STATE-FUNDED K-8 SUBJECTS AND 9-12 COURSES FOR STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE IN 2008 AND SUBSEQUENT YEARS. 
Computer Science:

On August 25, 2014, Governor Nathan Deal recommended the State Board of Education amend state policy to allow computer programming courses to satisfy core requirements — math, science or foreign language — for receiving a high school diploma. 

In response to the Governor’s expectations for Computer Science, the approved Rule amendments included language for allowing five designated Computer Science courses to meet high school graduation requirements for 4th science and 4th mathematics. In addition, the University System of Georgia will allow one of the designated Computer Science courses to meet admissions requirements as a 4th  science and two of the designated sequenced Computer Science courses from the same pathway to meet foreign language admissions requirements. The Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) will allow designated Computer Science courses to meet admissions requirements for science and mathematics. The TCSG does not include a foreign language requirement for admission.
Designated High School Computer Science Courses referenced above:
1. Advanced Placement Computer Science A: Course meets fourth science or fourth mathematics or world language requirement; Two computer science courses from the same pathway will satisfy two years of sequenced foreign language courses.
2. International Baccalaureate Computer Science, Year One:  Course meets fourth science, or fourth mathematics, or world language requirement; Two computer science courses from the same pathway will satisfy two years of sequenced foreign language courses.  Note:  IB schools must satisfy IB requirements that may differ from this state option.
3. International Baccalaureate Computer Science, Year Two:  Course meets fourth science, or fourth mathematics, or world language requirement; Two computer science courses from the same pathway will satisfy two years of sequenced foreign language courses. Note:  IB schools must satisfy IB requirements that may differ from this state option.
4. Computer Science Principles:  Course meets fourth science, or fourth mathematics, or world language requirement; Two computer science courses from the same pathway will satisfy two years of sequenced foreign language courses.
5. Programming, Games, Apps and Society:  Course meets fourth science, or fourth mathematics, or world language requirement; Two computer science courses from the same pathway will satisfy two years of sequenced foreign language courses.
It is important to note, that there may be degree programs offered by University System of Georgia institutions that include requirements for foreign language. High school students should check with counselors to determine requirements for degree programs of interest offered at University System of Georgia institutions or institutions in other states.
SREB’s 2015 College and Career Networking Conference

For the past three years the Georgia Department of Education and the local RESAs have partnered to bring Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) and Mathematics Design Collaborative (MDC) to teachers and students across the state. The Southern Regional Education Board will host its third annual College and Career Networking Conference in Atlanta this year where the focus will be on these two important initiatives. Teachers and leaders will

 

·         Learn from experts on how LDC and MDC can improved student learning

·         Hear stories from hundreds of teachers who have transformed their classrooms with these tools

·         Spread these practices schools-wide by learning how to collaborate effectively

 

When: July 13- July 15

Where: Atlanta Marriott Marquis | Hilton Atlanta | Hyatt Regency

 

To view the conference brochure and learn how to register, click here. 

 

Daniel Rock

Lead Literacy Consultant

Southern Regional Education Board

592 Tenth Street

Atlanta, GA 30318

Cell: 770-617-9270
Office: 404-875-5227
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Career, Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) 
Contact:  Interim CTAE Director, Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us) 
2nd Annual Georgia CTAE Teacher and Leader Job Fair
Georgia’s Pre-kindergarten through Grade 12  public, charter and IE2 school systems and schools and candidates for Career Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) teacher and leader positions are invited to participate in the 2015 Georgia CTAE Teacher and Leader Job Fair. 
The event will be held on Saturday, May 2, 2015, from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at the William S. Hutchings Career Center, 2011 Riverside Drive, Macon Georgia 31204. 
Teacher/Candidate REGISTRATION UNTIL 5:00 PM, APRIL 29, 2015

http://c1.livetext.com/misk5/formz/public/79936/JUBfsE3drt
LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM REGISTRATION UNTIL 5:00 PM, APRIL 29, 2015

http://c1.livetext.com/misk5/formz/public/79983/wpVWJJbc5F
The Educator Workforce Development office in the Georgia Professional Standards Commission (PSC) and the Career Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) division in the Georgia Department of Education (GDOE) are co-sponsors of the job event. 

CTAE Fields Include: 

Agricultural Education, Architectural Drawing and Design, Automotive Service Technology, Aviation, Broadcast and Video Production, Business Education, Collision Repair, Construction (Carpentry, Electrical, Masonry, Plumbing and Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning & Refrigeration (HVACR), Cosmetology, Culinary Arts, Electronic Technology, Family & Consumer Science, Granite Technology, Graphic Communications & Design, Healthcare Science Technology Education, Information Technology, Junior Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (JROTC), Manufacturing and Engineering Sciences, Marketing Education, Precision Machine Technology, Public Safety, Sheet Metal, Technology Education, Telecommunications, Welding Technology.
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English Language Arts (ELA)
Contact: Carolyn Waters (cwaters@doe.k12.ga.us) or 404-463-1933

   Stephanie Sanders (ssanders@doe.k12.ga.us) or 404-657-9811
We continue to partner with our RESA ELA Specialists and the ELA Advisory Council to assess the needs of our teachers and to evaluate the resources we have in order to support new initiatives to improve instruction. Please urge your teachers to sign up for our ListServ (links appear below) so that they can get copies of The ELA Reporter and other important links to instructional strategies, professional research, updates, videos, and other valuable information. 

Teacher Guidance Documents under Repair: 
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· Revision of the Teacher Guidance Documents will begin in April, 2015 (Target date for completion: Fall, 2015).

· ELA will work with our RESA ELA Specialists to review and revise the existing Teacher Guidance Documents (as requested by teachers who expressed the need for 

                              those documents to clarify the standards).
· The ELA Advisory Committee will review and make recommendations as well.

ELA/GPB Project:

The English Language Arts division of Curriculum and Instruction has just received funding for this ELA/GPB Project in order to create an online repository of videos to show Georgia teachers what a strategy or standard looks like in an authentic classroom setting.  We have an opportunity to accomplish the following objectives:  to build a video library of master teachers demonstrating best practices for teaching the concepts in our Georgia Standards of Excellence (2015-16) in order to “show” teachers how these standards “look” in the classroom. We are ready to move from the theoretical to the practical application in our classrooms.  The final project will include video-taped segments for professional learning. The sessions should be engaging and evince creativity, innovation, and enthusiasm and meet the following criteria: lessons will be (1) standards-based, (2) performance-based, (3) research-based, and  (4) TKES aligned.

Our long-term vision includes linking the videos to the specific standards they illuminate. Once the new Georgia Standards of Excellence are posted, each standard will include a link to the specific pages in the (to be) revised Teacher Guidance Documents that will clarify the standard (as requested by teachers during the revision process) and another link to a short video with downloadable resources teachers can use! Stay tuned….

 Cursive Writing Guidelines under Construction:

Purpose for Guidelines

With Input from our ELA Advisory Council, our DOE curriculum staff is preparing a resource to provide teachers with guidance for cursive writing instruction from Grade 3 to Grade 5 to use in support of the Georgia Standards of Excellence for English language arts (to be published in May).  Classroom instructional plans include careful selection for when and how to teach cursive writing. This guide will not advocate the use  of any particular program for teaching cursive writing.  The sole purpose is to give teachers guidance for teaching cursive writing.  Local districts are free to choose the program that best meets the needs of its students. The process for the cursive writing instruction from Grade 3 to Grade 5 includes the following:

· Local School Board policy for evaluating and approving locally selected writing materials

· Parent awareness and participation in handwriting instruction

· Interests of individual students in the classroom
· Alignment of writing resources to the appropriate standards

Available ELA Resources:

ELA Program Webpage at:  http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/English-Language-Arts-Program.aspx
CCGPS ELA Resources and Professional Learning Opportunities at: https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/ELA.aspx2
Content Literacy Resources and Professional Learning Opportunities at:

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Pages/CCGPS_Literacy.aspx
Wikis:

High School Wiki: http://elaccgps9-12.wikispaces.com/
Middle School Wiki: http://georgiaelaccgps6-8.wikispaces.com/
Elementary School Wiki: http://georgiaelaccgpsk-5.wikispaces.com/
Twitter:  @gadoeela 

Subscribe to our newsletter at: 

	ELA K-5
	Join-ela-k-5@list.doe.k12.ga.us

	ELA 6-8
	Join-ela-6-8@list.doe.k12.ga.us

	ELA 9-12
	Join-ela-9-12@list.doe.k12.ga.us

	ELA District Support
	Join-ela-districtsupport@list.doe.k12.ga.us

	ELA Administrators
	Join-ela-admin@list.doe.k12.ga.us


INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES
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ELA Reporter: You may access the April edition here:

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Common-Core/Documents/April-2015-ELA-Reporter.pdf 

ELA Sample Unit Frameworks – The Unit One sample framework of instructional material from each grade level has been upgraded based on the feedback received from users and the parameters of the Tri-State Rubric for Common Core unit planning. Resources connected to the units have not changed. The revised units have been posted on the Wikis (see links above). These units are for exemplar purposes only. Implementation at the local level is entirely optional. The units that were created are made available in editable format so that texts and lessons may be replaced or substituted if desired. Revised and/or new original sample units of instruction are presently posted on the wikis.
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Literacy Design Collaborative - The GaDOE trained over a hundred teachers on Literacy Design Collaborative (http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/) in Savannah, GA last spring, and sessions were again offered to teachers at the Summer Academies, 2014. Contact your local RESA for additional training opportunities. This resource provides sample, teacher-created units and lessons for all grade levels and follow strict design models and rubrics.
Webcasts - The Common Core Tools Webcasts are still available for viewing on our GSO landing page (see link above). These webcasts feature Georgia educators from all grade levels discussing their instructional strategies and feature authentic student work along with all resources necessary to implement the lessons discussed. The webcasts can be watched at the viewer’s convenience and each features 5-8 short videos that can split into shorter sessions as desired. 
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ESOL/Title III
Contact:  Cori Alston (calston@doe.k12.ga.us) or Carol Johnson (cjohnson@doe.k12.ga.us)
Changes are afoot in the GaDOE ESOL & Title III Unit!  In order to streamline and expedite support provided to our LEAs, the unit has reorganized and added a specialist to the staff. Please make note of your new contact, based on your RESA region.

Title III Program Regional Education Specialists:

1.      Ms. Tammie Smith (South Georgia) – based in Tift County
tsmith@doe.k12.ga.us
a.      Heart of Georgia RESA
b.      First District RESA
c.      Southwest Georgia RESA
d.      Coastal Plains RESA
e.      Okefenokee RESA
2.      Ms. Amy Lacher (Middle Georgia) – based in Cobb County
alacher@doe.k12.ga.us
a.      West Georgia RESA
b.      Griffin RESA
c.      Middle Georgia RESA
d.      Oconee RESA
e.      Central Savannah
f.       Chattahoochee-Flint RESA
3.      Dr. Meg Baker (North Georgia) – based in Whitfield County
mbaker@doe.k12.ga.us
a.      Northwest Georgia RESA
b.      North Georgia RESA
c.      Pioneer RESA
d.      Metro RESA
e.      Northeast Georgia RESA
Please reach out and introduce yourself to your assigned specialist!  They look forward to collaborating with you on activities that fulfill your ESOL professional development needs. 



Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL)
Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS)

Contact:  Laura Evans, Standards Coordinator (laura.evans@decal.ga.gov) or 404-656-4711
Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) began an alignment study and revision of Georgia’s early learning standards for children birth to five years in 2010.  The Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS) were finalized in June 2013 and replace the Georgia Early Learning Standards (birth through three) and Georgia’s Pre-K Content Standards. You can access the standards at www.gelds.decal.ga.gov. The revision process stemmed from a need for higher-quality standards for children birth to age 5 and a need for better alignment with the CCGPS for K-12. Top researchers in early childhood education conducted the alignment study that examined content, rigor, and age-appropriateness. 

These new early learning standards reflect Georgia’s commitment to prepare young children for success in K-12 and beyond. They address all areas or domains of children’s learning and development and provide linkages between age groups that will help children effectively transition to Kindergarten. The GELDS are a resource for not only Special Education Preschool teachers, but also all K-12 teachers. For more information, please visit www.gelds.decal.ga.gov. This website serves as a portal for resources and support on the GELDS.


Georgia Virtual School (GaVS)
Contact:   Jay Heap (jay.heap@doe.k12.ga.us), Joe Cozart (jcozart@doe.k12.ga.us), and/or Leslie Houck (lhouck@doe.k12.ga.us)  
                                    
Georgia Educator Named National Blended and Online Learning Teacher of the Year
Carrie Madden, a full-time instructor for Georgia Virtual School (GaVS) is the National Blended and Online Learning Teacher of the Year, the International Association for K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL) announced today. Madden is also the current GaVS Teacher of the Year.

The Blended and Online Learning Teacher of the Year Award is given to one K-12 educator each year whose efforts as a blended and/or online teacher exemplify to the highest degree their commitment to student success, knowledge and skill as a professional educator, and dedication to the field of blended and online teaching. 

Madden (photo attached) is a full-time science instructor, a teacher mentor, and the current teacher of the year for Georgia Virtual School, a GaDOE program that provides online learning opportunities for public, private and home-schooled students.

“As an instructor for Georgia Virtual School, I have been provided with a wealth of professional development and instructional support that helps me to deliver an outstanding personalized education to students,” Madden said. “Combining this with my previous classroom experience has made for a particularly self-reflective transformation of my approach with students in an online setting. Creating an engaging and inviting classroom, where authentic communication about student progress toward learning goals drives instruction, is key. The ability of the online environment to open the doors of possibility for all students to succeed is inspiring.”

Madden (M.S., M.A.T.) brings nearly a dozen years as a secondary and post-secondary science educator to the virtual classroom, and is passionate about finding personalized and creative ways to connect with students using interactive technology. She is a science instructor at GaVS, works with teacher quality on a teacher-training MOOC, and has worked with the GaVS mentoring program to assist new teachers in acclimating to online teaching and meeting their professional goals. She is a frequent contributor to in-house professional development for faculty, and received GaVS’ 2013 New Teacher of the Year and 2014 Teacher of the Year awards.

“Carrie is a dedicated and enthusiastic educator,” said Jay Heap, director of Georgia Virtual Learning, an office of the Georgia Department of Education. “The online environment has allowed her to communicate and personalize instruction for all of her students while continuing to provide a challenging curriculum. Georgia Virtual School is proud of her accomplishments in the area of online instruction and the support she has provided to other teachers in the GaVS program as a mentor.” 



Gifted Education
Contact:  Gail Humble (ghumble@doe.k12.ga.us)   Office Phone 404-463-0507 
Please send personnel changes in Gifted Coordinator/Supervisor to ghumble@doe.k12.ga.us so that we can insure that the appropriate person in your district receives information related to the Gifted Program. 

Updated Gifted Resource Manuals Due August 1, 2015

Please remember to submit the updated version of your district/school system’s Gifted Resource Manual by August 1, 2015, to ghumble@doe.k12.ga.us.

Gifted Eligibility Form Released
During the 16th Annual Georgia Gifted Coordinator’s Consortium held in January 2015, the Gifted Eligibility Form was released. With the implementation of the new form, school system personnel can enter a student's results in the four areas of evaluation. For example, test information for CogAT, Renzuli, Naglieri, etc can now be stored directly to a student's SLDS information. This standard approach (although not mandatory) will assist school systems around the state to better monitor gifted identified students and students who have been referred for testing as they transfer within and outside of their School system. You can find more information about the form in the Gifted User Guide.


Health and Physical Education 

Contacts: 
Therese McGuire, Program Specialist (tmcguire@doe.k12.ga.us)  

                  Michael Tenoschok, Program Specialist (mtenoschok@doe.k12.ga.us)
Upcoming Fitnessgram Dates to Remember
	
	[image: image3.png]Fall Semester(Quarter1 and 2) Spring Semester (Quarter 3 and 4)
Dates of Test Event(Dates entered in Fitnessgram) Dates of Test Event (Dates entered in Fitnessgram)
September 1, 2014 -Quarter 1 February 1, 2015 - Quarter 3
December 1, 2014- Quarter 2 and Semester 1 March 1, 2015 - Quarter 4 and Semester 2
Pre Test (Optional) Pre Test (Optional)
August 15, 2014 - Pre Test (Optional) - Date of | January 15, 2015- Pre Test (Optional) - Date of Test
Test Event Event
April 30,2015 - All fitness testing to be completed
Data entry must be completed three weeks prior to the local school system’s last day for students.
the Fitnessgram program will close for the 2014-2015 school year.







Georgia Fitnessgram Recognition Certificates
1) Georgia Recognition Certificates (2014- 2015 Assessment) – The Presidential awards were a big success last year and a one-time gift to Georgia. 

Governor Deal wants to ensure recognition continues, and is providing certificates of achievement this year for Georgia’s children. 

•Georgia Certificates are available at no cost for students achieving the Healthy Fitness Zone in 5 areas on the fitness assessment this 2014 – 2015 school year  

***Teachers may add the optional test for Trunk Lift to provide greater opportunities for students to be recognized.

•Please have one person per school system collect the number  of certificates needed for each school and send a total  count  for your school district.  Please do not have individual teachers send requests. One request per school system. 

•Please use the attached form or some other form with the count separated per school.   

•All certificates will be sent to one location. Allow time for distribution from your central location. 

•Teachers can run a report (Presidential Youth Fitness Award Report)  to get a count of certificates needed  as well as the names of those with 5 HFZ’s .  

                Attached is a document giving step by step directions on how to run that report. 

Thank you to each of you for all of the support you continue to lend to the physical education teachers as they  implement  the Georgia Fitness Assessment Program. 

We hope everyone will take advantage of this opportunity for your students. 

Requests can be emailed to Therese or Mike.  Request form attached:

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Request Due by May 1, 2015 

Orders will be filled as received. 

Request early for early delivery
Georgia Fitness Award Request Form:

Please request awards needed by completing the form below.  

A student who scores in the Healthy Fitness Zone® (HFZ) in at least five test categories of the FITNESSGRAM® assessment is eligible to receive the Georgia Fitness Award.  

Total Number of Awards Needed
 ​​​​​​​​​________________
	System Name
	Contact Person
	Mailing: Street  Address
	City
	Zip code
	Phone Number

	
	
	
	
	
	


	School Name
	Number of Awards

	
	


1) Dates 

•May 1-  Requests due for recognition certificates.  We will send out certificates as the orders are received.  The earlier we receive your request the earlier we can send them to you. 

•May 1  - All fitness testing to be completed. Data entry must be completed three weeks prior to the local school system’s last day for students. This date can be extended at the local level if needed (technical issues, teacher illness etc.) 

•June 1 FitnessGram program will close for the 2014-2015 school year.  Scores or changes cannot be entered after that date

**All reports should be completed and printed prior to June 1, 2015**
2) Reminder:

**All parent reports should be shared with parents/guardians before the end of this school year.  

________________________________________________________________________________________

2015 GAHPERD Summer Teacher’s Institute

North Springs High School

Fulton County Schools

June 9-11, 2015

http://www.gahperd.org/
http://www.gahperd.org/PreRegistration.php
________________________________________________________________________________________

2015 
Governor's SHAPE Honor Roll application 
The 2015 Governor's SHAPE Honor Roll application is now available.  This is an opportunity to be recognized for dedication in providing a culture of well ness at your school. 
This award recognizes elementary, middle, and high schools for their dedication to creating a healthy school environment and a culture of wellness for staff, students, and community. On behalf of the Governor's Office, the Department of Education, and the Department of Public Health, all applicants who meet the requirements of recognition and submit proper documentation will be rewarded for their outstanding efforts..
The 2015 Application is Now Available | Click Here
2014-2015 Criteria Chart
IMPORTANT DATES:
· March 2015 – Application Period Opens and Criteria Checklist Released

·  June 5th, 2015 – Application and Documentation Submission Deadline

· July 10th, 2015 – Qualified Schools Notified of Award Status

· August 28th, 2015 – 2014 Honor Roll Awardee List Released and Posted Online

QUESTIONS?
Contact Bradley Chester | Georgia SHAPE via email: Bradley.Chester@dph.ga.gov
___________________________________________________________________________________

 

Georgia Shape Grants 

Georgia Shape will award grants to public elementary, middle, and high schools to expand and enhance their physical activity and nutrition efforts to improve outcome measures associated with the Georgia School Health and Physical Education Act and nutritional guidelines outlined by the USDA’s Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (HKFKA) and other related federal laws.  Schools may apply for funding to address the nutrition requirements OR the nutrition and physical activity requirements of these acts.

This funding opportunity can be found on GDPH’s website.

The grant information and application can be accessed using the following link:

http://dph.georgia.gov/webform/school-physical-activity-and-nutrition-grants
Previously funded schools that have received $5,000 or more are not eligible to re-apply.

Important Dates:

Funding Opportunity Release Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2015 Application Due Date: Friday, May 8, 2015 Anticipated Award Date: Friday, May 22, 2015

Performance Period:   August 2015 to June 2016

*FITNESSGRAM in partnership with NFL Foundations as a part of the NFL PLAY 60 program and the Cooper Institute provided this resource.  It is hosted via Human Kinetics. 
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Power Up for 30 is a key initiative of Georgia SHAPE, Gov. Nathan Deal’s effort to reduce childhood obesity in the state. The program empowers teachers and staff to incorporate more physical activity into the school day using innovative strategies. To do that, Power Up for 30 invites teams of three staff representatives from each elementary school to attend a one-day training session in which they receive low- to no-cost resources along with a personalized needs assessment.

The training sessions, led by SHAPE partner HealthMPowers, will guide training teams from the elementary schools on how to maximize the use of facilities and personnel before, during, and after school to integrate physical activity. Each team of one administrator, one physical education teacher and one classroom teacher will receive an Expanded Resource Guide, which can help them implement Power Up for 30 through school-wide policies, in recess activities or as part of classroom curriculum lessons. The school leaders will participate in examples of integrated physical activity, such as Brain Breaks, and they’ll receive technical support on strategies for reaching their school’s health and academic goals.
To learn more about how schools can get involved or for information about upcoming training dates and locations, please contact powerupfor30@georgiashape.org
	


Therese McGuire, Ed.S. tmcguire@doe.k12.ga.us
Mike Tenoschok, Ed.D. mtenoschok@doe.k12.ga.us
www.gadoe.org


Home School
Contact: Patrick Blenke (ablenke@doe.k12.ga.us)

Home school parents/guardians are considered the school or Local Education Authority (LEA) official for most purposes. This means generally that they have the rights and responsibilities of a public local board of education, superintendent or principal when it comes to their children’s educational needs, including signing and providing any and all documents to the school should they decide to enroll their child back into public school. 

If a student decides to return to your school, there is not a withdrawal form from the GaDOE.  The indication that the home-schooled student wants to return to or enroll in your pubic school is the only notification you need to enroll them in your school/system.

Awarding credit and grade-level placement is a local school district decision.  Each school district is required by State Board of Education Rule 160-5-1-.15 to have procedures regarding the enrollment of students transferring from a home school or non-accredited institution. 
Rule: 160-5-1-.15 (b) Each local board of education shall adopt a policy for validating credit for courses taken at a non-accredited elementary or secondary school or home study program.

When a parent decides to enroll his/her child in home school, please direct them to the link below:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Pages/Home-Study-DOI.aspx 


JROTC 

Contact Gary Mealer (gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us) 
JROTC instructors are encouraged to join GACTE now or renew memberships before registering for the GACTE conference. Be sure to register and mark your calendar, so that you can attend the conference. 
To celebrate JROTC's 99th Anniversary and help kick off the 100th year celebration, JROTC units around the world will host or participate in a 5K Run on April 25, 2015. 
1st Annual JROTC 5k Anniversary Run and Record-Breaking Event with the Guinness Book of World Records! ﻿﻿
We plan to break a Guinness World Record at this event by having the "Most participants in a 5k run (multi-location) "!  

When: 
April 25, 2015
Why:
To commemorate the 99th Army JROTC Anniversary/49th Air Force, Navy, Marine JROTC Anniversary
Who:
JROTC students, their high school friends, and JROTC alumni worldwide!
Where: 
Around the world!
How:
Through the use of video technology and social media, JROTC cadets around the world will be able to race simultaneously and interact with other domestic and international units. For example, runners in Korea will be able to link with runners in the U.S.A., Japan, Germany, and all participating locations!
Media Coverage:
Anticipate national media coverage (such as USA Today, The Today Show)
A celebrity Grand Marshall will kick off the event.
Prizes and Scholarships:
Prizes and scholarships will be awarded in various categories.
College Options Foundation plans to celebrate this event annually in an effort to garner national media attention for JROTC and it's commitment to physical activity and education while developing pride and esprit de corps within the units.
"Like"  JROTC 5K Anniversary Run on Facebook, email us at admin@jrotc5krun.com or call us at 1-888-JROTC-USA (1-888-576-8287) for more information!
April 15 is Purple Up for military kids day.  Wear purple to demonstrate support for the many military kids in our own communities who have courageously shouldered additional responsibilities and have faced many challenges and struggles while their parent has been deployed. Why purple you ask? Purple is the color that symbolizes all branches of the military. Purple is the combination of Army green, Coast Guard blue, Air Force blue, Marine red and Navy blue.
For more information or to share positive JROTC positive cadet or unit activities including award and photos, please contact Gary Mealer, gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us.


Educational Technology /Library/Media

Contact:  Tony Vlachakis (tvlachak@doe.k12.ga.us)
It is my pleasure as the educational technologist in the Curriculum and Instruction Division to announce that I will also be serving as the Library/Media Liaison for Georgia media specialists. I am looking forward to working with the state's media specialists and librarians.  

Next steps include:

- Rebooting the GaDOE Media Listserv

- Publishing a quarterly Media Matters newsletter

- Updating contact information for media specialists

- Updating the Library/Media advisory committee

- Establishing a collaborative digital space

For more information, please visit the Educational Technology/Library Media page or contact Tony Vlachakis at 404-232-1322 or tvlachak@doe.k12.ga.us.
GALILEO Training
The GALILEO webinar schedule includes training sessions relevant to teachers and media specialists. Sessions last one hour. For most webinars, archives will be available to view when users are not able to attend in real time.
OER and Libraries: How Can You Help?
· April 15  Register
Telling the OER Story With Videos

· April 30  Register
PLEASE share with your colleagues!
For more information on sessions, visit the GALILEO Training site.

GALILEO is making plans to participate in both the GAEL Summer Conference and the GLMA Summer Institute. The GLMA (Georgia Library Media Association) Summer Institute will be held on June 8 and 9 in Peachtree City. The theme this year is “Recharge and Renew with the 4Cs at Your Library” More information, including registration, is available at  http://www.glma-inc.org/ 

Mathematics
Contact: Sandi Woodall (swoodall@doe.k12.ga.us)
Mathematics Standards Review 

· Districts may choose to phase in the new Georgia Standards for Excellence (GSE) high school standards by allowing students enrolled in Advanced Algebra, Algebra II, and Pre-Calculus to continue to address CCGPS standard sets in school year 2015-2016. Please be reminded that Advanced Algebra and Algebra II address exactly the same set of standards; the course names are provided to distinguish sequence option exit course names.

· It is expected that students beginning high school mathematics coursework in 2015-2016 
will address GSE high school standards in Coordinate Algebra, Algebra I, Accelerated Coordinate Algebra/Analytic Geometry, and Accelerated Algebra I/Geometry A courses.

· It is expected that students enrolled in Analytic Geometry, Geometry, Accelerated Analytic Geometry B/Advanced Algebra and Accelerated Geometry B/Algebra II in 2015-2016 will address GSE standards as End of Course Milestone Assessments for Analytic Geometry and Geometry will be aligned with the SBOE approved standard revisions beginning in school year 2015-2016.

· The documents listed below have recently been posted at www.georgiastandards.org. All of the documents specify revised standards for 2015-2016 in bold red font. Note that the document cover sheets label the standards as 2015-2016 Georgia Standards of Excellence, yet the individual standards’ codes remain CCGPS.  We chose to delay the individual standard coding changes until the July 1, 2015, transition to enable teachers to easily compare this year’s standards with next year’s standards.            

Kindergarten – Grade Five 2015-2016 Standards 

Grade Six – Grade Eight 2015-2016 Standards 

Coordinate Algebra & Algebra I Standards Crosswalk 

Analytic Geometry & Geometry Standards Crosswalk

Algebra I 2015-2016 Standards

Coordinate Algebra 2015-2016 Standards

Geometry 2015-2016 Standards

Analytic Geometry 2015-2016 Standards

· The ninth grade accelerated course standard set and the kindergarten – grade 10 curriculum maps are currently undergoing final review. We will get those out to you very soon.
· The High School Working Committee reconvened in March to propose standard sets for the Advanced Algebra/Algebra II and Pre-Calculus courses; the proposed standards will be posted for public review later this spring.

· The following high school mathematics course codes were approved at the April 2, 2015, State Board of Education meeting:

	MATHEMATICS COURSE CODE ADDITIONS

	27.04810
	Foundations of Algebra

	27.09900
	Algebra I

	27.09910
	Geometry

	27.09920
	Algebra II

	27.09940
	Accelerated Algebra I/Geometry A

	27.09950
	Accelerated Geometry B/Algebra II

	27.09970
	Algebra I Support

	27.09980
	Geometry Support

	27.09990
	Algebra II Support

	27.04804
	Dual Enrollment Option - Insert college course title


Foundations of Algebra Course 

· A short informational video for administrators and counselors about the Foundations of Algebra course has been added to the GaDOE Mathematics Program Webpage at http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Mathematics.aspx . 
· The video link is: http://real.doe.k12.ga.us/vod/gso/GaDOE/Foundations-of-Algebra-Administrator-Counselor-Information.mp4.
· The State Board of Education (SBOE) on March 12, 2015, voted to approve eligibility requirements for the Foundations of Algebra course. This most recent action will update previous communications regarding student enrollment in the Foundations of Algebra course. The eligibility requirements are listed below.

Step I: Middle school administrators/teachers will identify students who Did Not Meet expectations on at least two of the following three assessments: 5th, 6th, and 7th grade CRCT. These are students who may have significant gaps in their mathematics achievement. 

Step II: Middle schools will administer Individual Knowledge Assessment of Number (IKAN) diagnostic to students identified in Step I. Only students who score at IKAN Stage 5 (equivalent to 4th grade mathematics) or below will be eligible for Foundations of Algebra (No costs will be incurred by the state or districts.). 

Step III: During the scheduling process, high schools will enroll students identified as eligible in Step II in Foundations of Algebra.

Step IV: By the October 2015 FTE count date, districts implementing the Foundations of Algebra course will report the GTID, student name, the IKAN score of every student assessed in Step III, and an indicator of whether the student was enrolled in the course to the GaDOE.

· Resources, assessments, and professional learning for Foundations of Algebra teachers will be provided on or before July 2, 2015. We will update you as support materials become available for your review.
2015 Summer Professional Learning Institute Program

· The first phase of registration for the 2015 Mathematics Summer Professional Learning Institute Program ends April 15, 2015, for 3 HS teachers from each HS and 1 MS teacher from each middle school. A second round of registration will begin on April 24, 2015, to fill any remaining seats.

· Each of your high schools is eligible to submit one participant for each of the three institutes to your district contact, so each high school will send the name of one teacher for the 3-day Foundations of Algebra institute, the name of one teacher for the 1-day Algebra institute, and the name of one teacher for the 1-day Geometry institute. 
· Each of your middle schools is eligible to submit one participant for the 3-day Foundations of Algebra institute to your district contact. We’ve extended the invitation to include Middle School Mathematics teachers in order to ensure vertical understanding of the areas of concern Foundations of Algebra is designed to address. Since all attendees will receive training in how to administer and use the data from both the GloSS and IKAN, middle school teachers in attendance will be able to collect diagnostic assessment data and offer interventions for middle school students prior to students entering high school.
· The 3-day Foundations of Algebra Institute will focus on Foundations of Algebra assessments and resources, and can be used to augment instruction for accommodating specific student needs in both high school math support courses and middle school connections courses. 
· The 1-day Algebra institute will focus on high school algebra standards so teachers teaching Algebra I, Coordinate Algebra, Analytic Geometry, and any of the third or fourth level courses will benefit. 
· The 1-day Geometry institute will emphasize high school geometry standards and would be particularly appropriate for Geometry and Analytic Geometry teachers. You will note that teachers may choose one of two days to attend either the Algebra or Geometry institute. A high school could choose to submit the name of the same teacher for both the Algebra and Geometry institutes.
· Please note that there are no registration costs. However, travel expenses including lunch will not be reimbursed by GaDOE.
· Participant attendance during each segment will be electronically tracked, allowing us to provide you with an attendance report for each member of your team. Certificates of participation will be available for educators who complete all segments.

ANNOUNCEMENT: Georgia Council of Teachers of Mathematics (GCTM) will host a 2-day 2015 Summer Academy for Georgia’s K-8 teachers. Each session will be grade level specific and will be available at a teacher’s choice of four locations and dates. The cost is $90 for GCTM members, $120 for non-GCTM members. Information and registration instructions are available at www.GCTM.
 
Math Science Partnership
Contact:  Amanda Buice (abuice@doe.k12.ga.us) and/or Telephone: (404) 657-8319 or Fax: (404) 656-5744



Migrant Education and Refugee Programs
Contact:  John Wight (jwight@doe.k12.ga.us) 404-463-1857

Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX)

Is there a way to get quick access to the academic records of migrant students?  Yes!  The Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX) is the technology that allows States to share educational and health information on migrant children who travel from State to State and who, as a result, have student records in multiple States' information systems. MSIX works in concert with the existing migrant student information systems that States currently use to manage their migrant data to fulfill its mission to ensure the appropriate enrollment, placement, and accrual of credits for migrant children nationwide.

Who should have access to MSIX?  Staff working with new student placement and records review.

In order to obtain an MSIX User Account, you must complete the online training and an application.  Please go to the Title I, Part C – Migrant Education Program website at the link below and follow the directions for securing a Secondary User Account.

Link: http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/GaMEP-MSIX.aspx

Follow the Migrant Education Program (MEP) on Twitter: @georgiamep

For information on the Migrant Education Program, please visit our website:
http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/Migrant-Education-Program.aspx

Refugee Youth and Children

Bridging Refugee Youth and Children’s Services (BRYCS) provides national technical assistance to organizations serving refugees and immigrants so that all newcomer children and youth can reach their potential.  Please visit this website for a variety of resources to support these children and youth.
http://www.brycs.org/
 


Science
Contact:   Juan-Carlos Aguilar (jaguilar@doe.k12.ga.us)

Science Georgia Performance Standards:

· A timeline for the review and revision of the current science GPS has not yet been established.
· The state will continue to provide on-going professional learning and supporting resources for the current standards.
· Science GPS and STEM initiatives continue to be a critical priority at the state and local levels.
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST)
The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) are the highest honors bestowed by the United States government specifically for K-12 mathematics and science (including computer science) teaching. Established by Congress in 1983, the PAEMST program authorizes the President to bestow up to 108 awards each year.  The award recognizes those teachers who develop and implement a high-quality instructional program that is informed by content knowledge and enhances student learning. Since the program's inception, more than 4,300 teachers have been recognized for their contributions in the classroom and to their profession.
Recipients of the award receive the following:

· A certificate signed by the President of the United States. 

· A paid trip for two to Washington, D.C., to attend a series of recognition events and professional development opportunities. 

· A $10,000 award from the National Science Foundation.

In addition to recognizing outstanding teaching in mathematics or science (including computer science), the program provides teachers with an opportunity to build lasting partnerships with colleagues across the nation. This growing network of award-winning teachers serves as a vital resource for improving science, technology, engineering, and mathematics education and keeping America globally competitive. 

Nominations for talented secondary teachers (7-12) to participate in this year’s program are open. 

The Stone Mountain Memorial Association
The Stone Mountain Memorial Association offers free science and geology programs for all grades.  Science kits and outreach programs are available. The outreach programs are only for DeKalb and Gwinnett County due to travel. For more information visit http://www.stonemountainpark.org/programs-main-page.html
The NEA Foundation Grants
The NEA Foundation provides grants to improve the academic achievement of students in U.S. public schools. The proposed work should engage students in critical thinking and problem solving that deepen their knowledge of standards-based subject matter; and should improve students’ habits of inquiry, self-directed learning, and critical reflection. The maximum award is $5,000. Practicing U.S. public school teachers, public school education support professionals, or faculty or staff at public higher education institutions are eligible to apply. Application deadlines are February 1, June 1, and October 15. For more information, go to http://www.neafoundation.org/pages/nea-student-achievement-grants.
2015 CDC Science Ambassador Workshop

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) invites middle and high school teachers to attend the 2015 CDC Science Ambassador Workshop. This free 5-day professional development workshop focuses on training teachers to use examples from public health to illustrate basic math and science principles and concepts in the classroom. The workshop will be held from July 20-24 at CDC headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. 

To be considered for participation, please e-mail the following materials to scienceambassador@cdc.gov by April 15, 2015:

· Curriculum vitae or résumé

· Recommendation letter from your school's principal, department chair, or a colleague. 

· Personal statement (500 words or less) explaining your interest in the workshop, your expectations of the workshop, and how the workshop aligns with your teaching goals

Seminars on Science

Sign up for an online course this summer with Seminars on Science, the American Museum of Natural History's online professional learning program for educators.  Get access to cutting-edge research, rich content, and powerful classroom resources. Earn graduate credit and save $50 when you register with code SCIENCEMATTERS. Enroll now at learn.amnh.org

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amnh.org/learn/calendar" \t "_blank" .  For more information about the program, check out Seminars on Science at http://www.amnh.org/learn/ or send us an email at learn@amnh.org or call 800-649-6715.

Avian Academy

The University of Georgia Poultry Science Department is piloting an exciting new teacher education program this summer for middle and high school science and agriculture teachers.  This three day workshop Avian Academy will focus on teaching science as it relates to the poultry industry and give participants hands on laboratory experiences they can use in their classrooms.  Participants will learn how career opportunities in the poultry industry correlate with the study of microbiology, genetics, anatomy and physiology.   Avian Academy will be held June 24-26 in Athens.   We will provide two meals daily and housing for the duration of the program at no cost to participants, and there is no registration fee required to participate.   To apply to Avian Academy please contact Katie Thigpen at thigpen@uga.edu to join the list of participants.  Space is limited so apply early to guarantee your spot. 

Urban Watch Restoration Field Trips

Fernbank Museum is currently booking Urban Watch Restoration field trips for spring 2015. The Urban Watch Restoration program exposes students to an old-growth Piedmont forest. Middle or high school groups are taken on a guided hike through Fernbank Forest where they observe and discuss topics such as botany, animal classifications, ecological interactions, invasive species and more. Groups then eat lunch (not provided) at Fernbank Museum before participating in a restoration project on museum grounds. This program especially fits 7th grade science and high school Biology, Ecology, or Environmental Science standards. Each field trip can accommodate up to 40 students and 4 adults. Urban Watch grants cover field trip costs for Title 1 schools, including programming and transportation. Schools must be within 25 miles of Fernbank Museum to qualify for free transportation. Transportation is provided through Samson Trailways. Please contact Becky Facer at 404-929-6395 for more information.
Remaining spring 2015 dates include April 21st or 22nd and May 5th, 6th, 7th, 12th, 13th or 14th 

Experimental Learning Workshops for Teachers

The University of Georgia’s Entomology Department will run a 3½ week program, from June 8 – July 1 studying flora and fauna in Costa Rica.  There will be a class in Athens from Mon., June 8 - Fri., June 12.  Then you will fly to Costa Rica on Sun., June 14 and remain there until Wed, July 1 conducting research.  The only expense to the teacher will be for meals and getting to and from Athens for the class.  Lodging while in Athens is covered. To apply, please contact Susan Reinhardt at SLR@uga.edu.  Deadline: Friday, April 10, 2015

CTAE Fourth Science Options for 2014-2015

The following courses count towards satisfying the fourth science requirement and a CTAE pathway completion requirement and have been approved by the Board of Regents as a fourth science.
	Course Number
	Course Name
	CTAE Pathway

	02.42100
	Animal Science Technology/Biotechnology
	Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources

	21.45700
	Appropriate and Alternative Energy Technologies
	Energy

	21.45100
	Energy and Power Technologies
	Energy

	25.56900
	Applications of Biotechnology
	Health Science

	25.57000
	Essentials of Biotechnology
	Health Science

	25.44000
	Essentials of Healthcare
	Health Science

	25.44600
	Sports Medicine
	Health Science

	20.41400
	Food for Life
	Human Services

	20.41810
	Food Science
	Human Services

	03.45100
	Forest Science
	Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources

	01.46100
	General Horticulture and Plant Science
	Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources

	03.41100
	Natural Resources Management
	Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources

	02.44100
	Plant Science and  Biotechnology
	Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources

	21.45300
	Advanced AC and DC Circuits
	Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics

	11.01600
	Advanced Placement Computer Science
	Information Technology

	11.01600
	Advanced Placement Computer Science
	Information Technology

	11.01700
	International Baccalaureate Computer Science, Year One
	Information Technology

	11.01710
	International Baccalaureate Computer Science, Year Two
	Information Technology

	11.47100
	Computer Science Principles
	Information Technology

	11.47200
	Programming, Games, Apps and Society
	Information Technology


The following courses count towards satisfying the fourth science requirement and a CTAE pathway completion requirement but are not recognized as a fourth science by Board of Regents.
	Course Number
	Course Name
	CTAE Pathway

	21.45400
	Digital Electronics
	Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics


We are working with the Board of Regents on the review of additional courses and will be updating this list as soon as decisions are made.


STEM
Contact:  Gilda Lyon (glyon@doe.k12.ga.us) or (404) 463-1977 



STEM Georgia Educator Laureate Awards 

Registration is now open!

Go to http://stemgeorgia.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/STEM-Georgia-Educator-Laureate-Awards-For-Participants1.pdf for registration information.

Win statewide recognition, gift certificates, free national conferences and many other awards!

The STEM Georgia Educator Laureate Awards are designed to reward Georgia K-12 classroom teachers for exceptional work in the area of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math.  Teachers are provided a list of activities that may be completed in order to earn digital badges worth specific points.  

The sooner you get started the more you can win!

Sponsored by the following organizations:

Georgia Power

Discovery Education

Delta Education/Foss

Technology Association of Georgia
Social Studies

Contact:  Shaun Owen (sowen@doe.k12.ga.us)
· Governor’s Directive - We have added resources with foundational tenets that ensure that every child learns the importance of American government.  These resources emphasize our nation’s founding documents, citizenship including voting and civic responsibility, and economics education and fiscal responsibility.  Thank you to everyone involved in this very important project.  Please send the link to your teachers.  https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/Pages/BrowseFrameworks/socialstudies.aspx
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Social Studies

Governor's Directive for Social Studies Resources

State Social Studies Resources.
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· Transitioning to the Georgia Milestones - Continue to teach the GPS, integrate the Social Studies Literacy Standards throughout the course, and increase the rigor in classroom instruction and assessment.  

· Upcoming Medal of Honor Character Development Trainings- 
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A resourcc for teachers

HOME
FOREWORD Welcome
REVIEWS
SAMPLE LESSON Medal of Honor: Lessons of Personal Bravery and Self-Sacrifice, is a resource designed by teachers to
provide students with opportunities o explore the important concepts of courage, commitment, sacrifice,
ABOUT US patriotism, integrity, and citizenship and how these values can be exemplified in daily life.
FAQ ‘While drawn from the personal accounts of living Medal of Honor recipients,this collction of lesson plans does
CONTACT Us not glrify or glamorize war. On the contrary,these dramati "iving histories" and the accompanying
EVENTS instructional activities encourage students to consider each concept from their own perspective. The character of
IN THE NEWS these men s what stands out i each story. The Medal of Honor recipients demonstrate and articulate many of
the abstract principles wpon which our nation was founded in a way that makes those principles very real.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The depth and breadth of our students' insight and reflection afte interacting with these materials has been
remarkable. We are confident that you will find these resources to be as rich and engaging as we have.

#Tolearn more about the Program, please watch the short video below, To access the full content of the website
or including the video Living Histories and Lesson Plans, dick "Sign In" in the left column, or if you have not
already registered, click "Create an Account" to create  free account.**
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Pioneer RESA MOH Workshop on 3/11/15  

https://fcweb.pioneerresa.org/ 
NW GA RESA MOH Workshop on 5/6/15

http://www.ciclt.net/sn/resa/recl_application.aspx?CL_ID=405194&ClientCode=nwgaresa 

Okefenokee RESA MOH Workshop on 9/15/15

· Upcoming Social Studies Pedagogy Training- Bruce Lesh will be conducting several trainings across Georgia this year.  We will send out additional information as soon as the dates are finalized.  Recipients will receive a free copy of his bestselling book.
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Division for Special Education Services and Supports
Director:  Debbie Gay (dgay@doe.k12.ga.us) Telephone: (404) 657- 9959

Contact:   Anne Ladd (aladd@doe.k12.ga.us) Telephone: (404) 463-0411

The Center on Collaboration for Effective Educator Development, Accountability, and Reform 
The Georgia Department of Education Division of Special Education Services and Supports has joined with the Center on Collaboration for Effective Educator Development, Accountability, and Reform (CEEDAR Center, www.ceedar.org). The CEEDAR Center is a large multi-year, federally funded center created to work collaboratively with states to improve preparation systems for teachers and leaders working with students with disabilities. Deborah Gay, Director of Special Education Services and Supports, is leading the effort and partnering with key personnel from the Georgia Department of Education, the Professional Standards Commission, Georgia State University, Columbus State University and Kennesaw State University. 

Save the Dates - June 1-5, 2015 for the 2015 IDEAS Conference:

The 2015 IDEAS Conference will be held June 1-5, 2015 at Epworth by the Sea, St. Simons Island.  Pre-Conference sessions will be held June 1-2, 2015.  The Conference will begin mid-day June 2nd and continue through noon, June 5, 2015.  Additional information will be forthcoming.
Request for Session Proposal

2015 Institute Designed for Educating All Students (IDEAS) Conference

The Division for Special Education Services and Supports of the Georgia Department of Education, in partnership with Georgia Tools for Life and the Georgia Council for Exceptional Children, is pleased to announce the fourth annual Institute Designed for Educating All Students (IDEAS) conference at St. Simons Island, Georgia.  

You are invited to submit a proposal to present at the IDEAS 2015 Conference.  You are receiving this invitation because of your work related to teaching all students, including students with disabilities (SWDs).  A link to the application for submitting a proposal can be found at the bottom of the page.

	Dates:
	June 2-5, 2015

	Location:
	Epworth by the Sea, St. Simons Island, GA

	Times:
	Opening session begins at 12:45 Tuesday, June 2nd 
Closing session ends at noon on Friday, June 5th

	Session Length:
	1½ hours (90 minutes) to 1¾ hours (105 minutes), a double session can be requested.

	Audience:
	Teachers, service providers, administrators, individuals with disabilities and families of SWDs

	Topics:
	A list of topic areas and examples of possible topic content is provided on the second page of this letter. Computer labs will not be available at Epworth by the Sea.

	Submission Deadline:
	April 15, 2015 - No proposals will be accepted after this date.


Please complete a separate proposal form for each session that you wish to present. Applicants will be notified of selection on or about April 24, 2015 and must confirm acceptance of the selection by May 1, 2015. 

We are excited to announce that this year’s IDEAS conference registration will be free for all attendees.  If your presentation is selected, you will be responsible for your travel, meals and lodging.  Presenters must bring a laptop computer for their presentations. All presenters must complete an online registration for the conference. 

Thank you for considering presenting at the IDEAS Conference.  If you need additional information or wish to discuss session ideas, please contact DeeDee Bunn by telephone at 404-693-3344 or via email at dbunn@doe.k12.ga.us.  

2015 IDEAS Conference Proposal Application
IDEAS 2015 Topic Areas

This institute will provide educators, parents, and other interested individuals with an opportunity to learn about effective education practices and strategies for teaching all students.  The primary attendees of this institute will be educators, so sessions should focus on tools and strategies used in the classroom. 
	Topic Area
	Topic Content Ideas

	Assessment
	classroom testing, high stakes statewide testing, assessment for special education eligibility, accommodations and modifications for classroom & high stakes statewide testing, difference in accommodations and modifications for classroom and high stakes statewide testing, Career Pathways Exit Exam, Student Learning Objectives

	Assistive & Instructional Technology, Accessibility
	computer access, academic and learning aids, vision technology, technology for classroom learning, adaptive equipment, seating and mobility, bring your own technology/device, digital citizenship, tablet technology, apps to support instruction, Accessible Instructional Materials (AIMs)

	Behavior, Social Skills & Classroom Management
	Implementing Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support (PBIS), behavioral and learning problems, challenging behaviors, school climate and the CCRPI, social stories, social skills in the classroom, social emotional development, applied behavior analysis, Behavior Intervention Plans (BIP), Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA), Student Code of Conduct, bullying

	Co-Teaching & Inclusive Practices
	co-teaching structures, facilitating effective collaboration, organized implementation of co-teaching, effectiveness of co-teaching, coordinated co-teaching activities, planning for co-teaching, effective teaching practices for students in inclusive classrooms, developing inclusive practices

	Disability Awareness
	person first language, educating students about disabilities, awareness of differences

	Educational/Instructional Strategies 
	data collection, formative assessment, specific strategies to use in the classroom, accommodations and modifications within the classroom, resources for instructional strategies, differentiated instruction, teaching strategies for students with diverse needs, adapting strategies to student needs, learning styles, evidence-based practices

	Integrating Curriculum Standards into Instruction
	standards-based instruction for specific populations; subject specific strategies and lessons; integrating CCGPS: ELA & Math; literacy standards for science, social studies, history and technical subjects

	Low Incidence Populations
	developing LRE for students with significant cognitive disabilities (SCD), CCGPS for students with SCD, Resource Board access, social skills for students with SCD, inclusive school and community environments, promoting independence in everyday life, communication strategies for students with SCD

	Parent/Family Engagement
	family, school and community partnerships; school-level partnerships; district-level partnerships; agency partnerships; reaching out the community; practical matters 

	Policies, Procedures & Practices
	Individualized Education Programs, school psychology, dropout prevention, Section 504

	Self-Advocacy
	empowerment, self-determination, self-directed supports, self-needs, student-led IEPs  

	Sensory Impairment
	vision, hearing, deaf-blind, Georgia Parent Infant Network for Educational Services (GA PINES), Expanded Core Curriculum for vision or deaf/hard of hearing, interveners, APH services

	Speech, Language and Communication
	emergent literacy supports, language/literacy & vocabulary activities, iPad use in therapy, augmentative and alternative communication, data collection in speech therapy, RTI communication needs, aided language stimulation, engineering the environment for communication, assessment, telepractice

	Transition 
	developing student/family focused transition plan, quality transition planning practices, Career Pathways, transition planning for students with significant cognitive disabilities (SCD), self-advocacy in transition, Transition Tool Box, person centered planning, Vocational Rehabilitation collaboration, post-secondary options, community resources, Medicaid waiver information

	Universal Design for Learning (UDL) in Education 
	UDL to reduce or eliminate barriers to student learning; applying the principals of UDL: multiple means of representation, action and expression, and engagement; connecting UDL to classroom practices: applying UDL in instuctional materials/methods/assessments; writing a UDL plan; applying UDL in the classroom, UDL framework (features, basics, background); Planning for All Learners (PAL); UDL strategies and supports; UDL research; CAST UDL exchange; UDL resources, collaborate planning using UDL, UDL and differentiation

	Young Children
	early intervention, preschool, collaborating with Babies Can’t Wait, Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards (GELDS), young children and assistive technology, challenging behaviors in young children, assessments for young children

	Other
	



World Languages and International Education

Contact: Greg Barfield (gbarfield@doe.k12.ga.us ) 404-651-5363
               Michaela Claus-Nix (MClausNix@doe.k12.ga.us) 404-651-8373
Upcoming Events in World Languages

April 23, 2015 Annual World Languages District Coordinators Meeting

The annual World Languages District Coordinators meeting will take place on April 23, 2015 from 9:30am - 3:30pm, in the West Tower, at the DOE, 10th Floor Training Rooms A, B, C. Please mark your calendars.

April 25, 2015 FLAG Elementary School Spoken Language Contest

Creek Elementary School, Suwanee, GA

Registration Deadline: April 11, 2015

http://www.flageorgia.org/slc-fles/slc-fles.htm 

April 27, 2015 Forsyth County Global Skills Roadshow

Please check our Georgia Skills Initiative website for more information:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Georgia-Skills-Road-Show-Initiative.aspx
July 20-23, 2015 Georgia Dual Language Immersion Institute (GADII)

This is a free event for all new and experienced teachers and administrators of dual language immersion in Georgia. Please contact Dr. Greg Barfield at gbarfield@doe.k12.ga.us or Michaela Claus-Nix at mclausnix@doe.k12.ga.us for more information and to register. More information can be found at:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Dual-Immersion-Language-Programs-in-Georgia.aspx
Please check the GaDoE World Languages website frequently for upcoming events in World Languages and many resources.
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/World-Languages-and-International-Education.aspx
The World Languages Program Specialists are available for free professional development in your district. Please contact either Dr. Greg Barfield at gbarfield@doe.k12.ga.us or Michaela Claus-Nix at mclausnix@doe.k12.ga.us.

Alternative Education
Contact: TBD
Announcements:

Salutations from Alternative Education!

Please save the dates for the following meetings:
· Alternative Education Updates Webinar is scheduled for Monday, December 15, 2014 at 11am.  This webinar will address updates in the field of alternative education. Topics covered, Transition Framework, Revised Alternative Education Standards and the new GAPSS Process, Converting Alternative Programs to Schools, AEP Website, and the Mental Health Webinar.  Promise to have working audio.
Registration URL: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1874996442357188609
Webinar ID: 144-128-635

Audio

Participants can use their computer's microphone and speakers (VoIP) or telephone.

United States
Toll: +1 (480) 297-0021
Access Code: 281-685-254
Audio PIN: Shown after joining the webinar 

· Over the last few months I have received several questions on how to convert alternative education programs into alternative schools?  To help facilitate this transition, a webinar will be held on January 13, 2015 at 10am with GaDOE representatives from Alternative Education, Title I, Data Collections, Special Education, Budget, Facilities, and Accountability. The webinar will explore what districts need to have in place in order to facilitate a smooth transition that meets state and federal guidelines.  During the webinar we will also introduce and review the “Conversion Checklist.” The Conversion Checklist will act as a monitoring procedure to help districts gauge where they are in the process and help the GaDOE to provide timely and appropriate technical support.  While everyone is invited to participate in the webinar, it is extremely important that representatives from Title I, Data Collections, Special Education, and Accountability are present.   

Registration URL: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5210944407843377921
Webinar ID: 115-102-619 

Audio

Participants can use their computer's microphone and speakers (VoIP) or telephone.

United States
Toll: +1 (646) 307-1707
Access Code: 218-644-640
Audio PIN: Shown after joining the webinar


Assessment
Contact: Tony Eitel (aeitel@doe.k12.ga.us)

The following assessment windows are on the State Testing Calendar for the months of April – July 2015:

Georgia Milestones End of Grade (EOG) Spring Main Administration


March 30 – May 1, 2015

Georgia Milestones End of Course (EOC) Spring Main Administration


April 27 – June 5, 2015

Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS)


Window closes May 8, 2015

Georgia Milestones End of Course (EOC) Summer Main Administration


June 15 – July 17, 2015
Assessment Reporting, Spring 2015

GHSWT Spring 2014 Retest Administration 


April 6 – 10, 2015

ACCESS for ELLs


May 4 – 8, 2015

Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS)


After May 8, 2015

Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA)


June 4 – 12, 2015

Please visit our Georgia Milestones website at:
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
· Allowable Accommodations Charts (Students with Disabilities and English Learners)

· Assessment Guides (End of Course and End of Grade)

· Calculator Policy

· Content Weights

· Links to Test Administration Resources (End of Course and End of Grade)

· Parent Question & Answer Brochure

· Online Testing Demonstration Site

· Oral Read-Aloud Guidelines

· Test Blueprints

· Presentations

· Technical Set-Up Trainings

· Pre-Administration Trainings

· Updates & Clarifications

· Multiple presentations to professional associations, etc.

Also, please note the resources below:

Understanding and Using Constructed Response Items in the Classroom:

NAEP Questions Tool http

 HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx" ://

 HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx" nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx
Eliciting Student Response Training Modules http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/default.aspx" www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/default.aspx
Formative Assessment Toolbox Update


The Georgia Formative Assessment Toolbox consists of the Formative Item Bank, Formative Benchmark Assessments and Georgia’s Formative Instructional Practices online professional learning (Georgia FIP). In concert, these tools provide educators a high quality and accurate system for learning about formative assessment, and using high quality assessment items to learn what students know about the content standards and are able to demonstrate for the purpose of improving teaching and learning. Current information about each resource in the toolbox is below. 
The Georgia Formative Item Bank (FIB)

Contact: Jan Reyes, Ed.D. (jreyes@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 463-6665
The Formative Item Bank, currently hosted in the Online Assessment System (OAS), includes items for Grades 1 - High School English/Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics, and items for Grades 3-8 Science and Social Studies, U.S. History, and Biology. 

The purpose of the item bank is to provide teachers with items and tasks that they can use to assess students’ knowledge while they are learning the state standards. The bank includes items of varying formats with a predominance of constructed response items, which are extremely helpful to teachers to measure the full expectations of the standards. Well-implemented formative assessment using these items can provide teachers what they need to know in order to differentiate, remediate, re-teach and/or enrich their teaching in order to meet the varying needs of their students.
The Georgia Formative Assessment Benchmarks (G-FABs)

Contact:  Jan Reyes, Ed.D. (jreyes@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 463-6665

Benchmark assessments are available for all systems in Georgia via the Online Assessment System (OAS). 

· English/Language Arts (ELA):  Grades 1-8, 9th Lit, 10th Lit, American Lit
· Mathematics:  Grades 1-8, Coordinate Algebra, Analytic Geometry, Advanced Algebra
· U.S. History
· Biology

School systems/state schools have the ability to use the benchmarks as a part of their balanced assessment plan that should include both formative items and benchmark assessments to inform teaching and learning. While teachers have access to the formative item bank in the OAS, only system-level test coordinators have access to the G-FABs. The benchmarks can be administered by the systems as they see fit---perhaps as a diagnostic administered in the early stages of a school year; a mid-year assessment to guide instruction and intervention for the remainder of the school year; or as a precursor to the administration of state assessments to guide last minute remediation and support. 
Georgia FIP Professional Learning Migration to SLDS - www.gadoe.org/GeorgiaFIP
Contact: Kelli Harris-Wright (Kharris-wright@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 463-5047  
Effective July 1, 2015, Georgia FIP courses and resources will transition from being hosted externally by the contracted vendor to being hosted internally on GaDOE servers. Georgia FIP will continue to be available to all public school educators at no cost from the new Professional Learning section in the SLDS. The purpose of this update is to provide communication and advance planning to allow educators to save and maintain documentation of earned course hours from the Georgia FIP online learning resource prior to the migration.

Because of the impending migration, it is critical to communicate that each educator with completed FIP course hours must assume personal responsibility for downloading and archiving their course completion certificates and/or transcript from the current Georgia FIP portal prior to June 1, 2015. Documentation of earned FIP course hours will not be maintained during the migration process to GaDOE servers.  If documentation of completed FIP course hours has not been downloaded and saved before FIP moves to the SLDS, educators will have to manually enter earned FIP course hours into the SLDS. 

We are requesting your assistance in communicating this important information to educators in your district and sharing the directions to save documentation of earned FIP course hours. Obtain the procedure to download and archive FIP course hours from the link below. 

How to Maintain Documentation of Earned Georgia FIP Course Hours:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/Maintaining%20FIP%20Course%20Hours.pdf

ACCEL
Contact: Pat Blenke (ablenke@doe.k12.ga.us) 404-463-1765 



College and Career Ready Performance Index and ESEA Waiver
Contact: Cowen Harter (charter@doe.k12.ga.us)
School Climate Star Ratings

The 2014 School Climate Star Ratings will be available for the first time on the 2014 CCRPI reports. These ratings will be released in March 2015. The School Climate Rating will report school-level data on the following domains: 

1) School Climate – a measure of student, teacher, and parent perceptions of a school’s climate and the congruency between the three; 

2) Student Discipline – a look into disciplinary practices and utilization of the research-based practices promoting positive interventions; 

3) Safe and Substance-Free Learning Environments – student responses on use of illegal substances and the prevalence of violence, bullying, and unsafe incidents within a school; and 

4) School Attendance – the average daily attendance of students, teachers, administrators, and staff members.  

Each component will be given equal value.  The rating will be reported by using one to five stars with one star representing the schools with the lowest school climate scores and five stars representing the schools with the highest school climate scores. 

Accountability Resources

The integrity of the CCRPI reports depends on the accuracy of the data as submitted in Student Record as well as submitted through the various CCRPI applications (Assessment Matching, CCRPI Data Collection, Cohort Withdrawal Update, Summer Graduates). To assist you and your staff, we have posted a CCRPI Data Element Quick Reference Guide on Accountability’s web page (see link below). We hope this guide is helpful to you and your staff as you review all data for accuracy before signing off on Student Record and the various applications. 
If you have CCRPI related questions, please contact the CCRPI Accountability Specialist assigned to work with your district.  The list can be accessed by clicking on the following link:  http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Accountability/Pages/default.aspx.

College Readiness Unit 
Contacts for College Readiness Programs: ACT, AP, PSAT, SAT 
Becky Chambers, rchambers@doe.k12.ga.us, Telephone (404-463-5098)
Bonnie Marshall,  bmarshall@doe.k12.ga.us, Telephone  (404-656-6854 )

Georgia  Haygood McSwain,  gmcswain@doe.k12.ga.us, Telephone (404-657-9799)

1) APUSH Webinar: Wednesday,  March 25, 2015
Presenters:  Jose Gregory, DeKalb School of the Arts

              Raymond Maple, SW DeKalb High School  

Topic:  Ideas and Strategies for Exam Preparation and Review
2)  The new SAT will hit the stands in the spring of 2016.  The October 2015 PSAT will reflect the redesign of the SAT.  To learn more about the redesign visit:  

https://www.collegeboard.org/delivering-opportunity/sat
https://www.collegeboard.org/delivering-opportunity/sat/redesign
https://www.collegeboard.org/delivering-opportunity/sat/redesign/compare-tests
https://www.collegeboard.org/delivering-opportunity/sat/faqs

Dual Enrollment & Move On When Ready (MOWR)
Contact: Gary Mealer (gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us) 
New Dual Credit information will be distributed as after the end of the legislative session, and revisions are made available to us. Continue to use the current information to share with parents and students during advisement sessions. 

New Dual Credit course lists will be revised collaboratively with GaDOE, TCSG and USG, and will be posted on the GaDOE website as soon as possible. Few changes are anticipated, so the current lists are still good sources.
Before a student is able to participate in any Dual Credit program, an advisement session is required that must include the student, high school counselor and a parent or guardian. During the advisement session, a Sign-off Form should be completed and signed by all parties. Signed copies should be provided to the counselor, parent and the college the student will be attending.

The Dual Credit first and second webinars were recorded if you were not able to attend’ and are located at the following link:  

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Transition-Career-Partnerships.aspx 



Early Intervention Program (EIP)
Contacts: Pam Smith (pamsmith@doe.k12.ga.us) and Gail Humble (ghumble@doe.k12.ga.us) 
The Early Intervention Program (EIP) Guidance and Rubrics have been updated for the 2015-2016 school year.  

See below for the link to the EIP Guidance and Rubrics.

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Early-Intervention-Program.aspx


Jimmy Carter NHS Education Program
Contact: Annette Wise (awise@doe.k12.ga.us or plainsed@jimmycarter.info) (229) 824-5843
Schools have the opportunity to participate in several upcoming events in Plains - special farm tours in November and December, performances about Pearl Harbor and World War II, and the annual History Academic Bowl. If you are interested in bringing a group of students for a field trip for one of these events, you will need to book your group as soon as possible. Seating and groups tours are limited for all events.
Field trips to the historic sites in Plains are free! Three historic sites are available for students – 1976 Presidential Campaign Headquarters (the Depot), the Jimmy Carter Boyhood Farm and Plains High School Museum. Interactive experiences have been designed to engage students in the historic resources as they learn about lifestyles on the 1920s farm, scavenger hunts at all 3 sites are available, guided walking tours and bus tours. This is a curriculum based experience that encourages active learning. Field can be booked online at www.jimmycarter.info 


Learning Resources/Textbooks
Contact:  Randall N. Lee (rlee@doe.k12.ga.us) (404) 656-0476

On Thursday, April 2, 2015, the State Board of Education approved the 2015 Grades K-12 Foreign/Modern Languages & Latin and K-12 ESOL Learning Resources Advisory Committee.
I will be sending you information on the items listed below later this month.
· Committee Members
· 14 Congressional District Review Sites
· Timeline for summer schedule

Review Sites will be open June 22-July 9 (Monday-Thursday)


All sites are closed on Fridays.
Please contact me if you have any questions.
Textbook Webpage Link for Updates:

http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Learning-Resources.aspx" www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Learning-Resources.aspx 



 Response to Intervention (RTI)
Contact:  To Be Determined
RTI 

http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Response-to-Intervention.aspx 

GaDOE-GPB Video Series on Georgia’s Promising Practices in RTI 
This video series is a partnership between the Georgia Department of Education and the Student Support Team Association for Georgia Educators (SSTAGE).  Georgia’s Promising Practices in RTI is a five part series which includes Georgia’s RTI Leaders’ Panel Discussion and four teams representing the 2012 SSTAGE STAR Award winning system, elementary, middle and high school.  This series highlights Georgia educators who have successfully implemented practices that identify students' academic and behavioral needs and which systematically address those learning needs through multiple tiers of RTI supports.  The desired outcome is improved academics and behavior for all Georgia students to successfully achieve the standards of the new Common Core.  You may access the videos from either the GaDOE RTI webpage or the GPB Education website:

GaDOE RTI Webpage:

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Response-to-Intervention.aspx 

GPB Education- Common Core Hub series

http://www.gpb.org/education/common-core 

Student Support Team (SST) 

Contact:  To Be Determined
School Psychologists

Contact:  To Be Determined

Safe and Drug-Free Schools
Contacts:  Marilyn Watson (mawatson@doe.k12.ga.us) and/or Jeff Hodges (jhodges@doe.k12.ga.us 
School Climate Surveys

You will be pleased to know that the deadline for participating in the school climate surveys (Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0, Georgia School Personnel Survey, and the Georgia Parent Survey) has been extended.  The new deadline for completing the surveys is Thursday, April 30, 2015.  I hope the deadline extension is helpful.  Links to the student, personnel and parent surveys are posted below.  
Please note since the 2013-2014 school year was the first year of the School Climate Star Ratings, schools with low student and personnel survey participation rates were not penalized, although higher levels of participation would have improved many School Climate Star Ratings.  Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, schools with less than a 75% participation rate on the student and personnel surveys will be designated as Low Participation (LP) and schools not participating in the student and personnel surveys will be designated as No Participation (NP) in the survey section of the School Climate Star Rating and both will receive perception scores of 0.00 in the calculations thereby reducing a school’s School Climate Star Rating.  Also, schools that have no participation on the Georgia Parent Survey will receive the same calculation.  In addition, schools that have no or low participation in the surveys will not be permitted to receive the five (5) additional points for research/evidence-based programs/interventions they’re implementing for Personalized Climate. This also applies to the 0.5 point awarded to the College and Career Performance Index, CCRPI, “Exceeding the Bar” indicator.  
Because of the importance of the surveys, we have extended the deadline to administer the Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0, the Georgia School Personnel Survey and the Georgia Parent Survey through Thursday, April 30, 2015.  Please tell your schools that the student and personnel surveys must be completed at a minimum participation rate of 75% to receive a score on the School Climate component of the School Climate Star Rating.  The 75% participation requirement does not apply to the Georgia Parent Survey.  If there are less than 15 parent responses on the parent survey schools will not be penalized, but those responses will not be included in the School Climate Ratings calculations.   However, schools with no participation on the parent survey will receive a parent perception score of 0.00.

Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0
There are two versions of the Georgia Student Health Survey (GSHS) 2.0.  The first version is for middle and high school students (grades 6 – 12), and the second version is a short survey for elementary students (grades 3-5).  At least 75% of students at each grade level (3-12) must participate in the GSHS 2.0 to be eligible for the School Climate Star Rating.  Please make plans for your elementary, middle and high school students to participate in the GSHS 2.0.  Survey responses are anonymous and will be submitted directly to the Georgia Department of Education for analysis.  The survey is offered at no cost to all Georgia public school districts and private schools that wish to participate.  A Spanish version of the student survey is also available.  Students may choose the Spanish version by selecting “Español” at the top of the survey.  The URL addresses for the elementary, middle and high school surveys are posted below.
Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 – ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (grades 3-5)

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/elementary.nsf/Survey.xsp
Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 - MIDDLE SCHOOL (grades 6-8)

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/middleschool.nsf/Survey.xsp
Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 - HIGH SCHOOL (grades 9-12)

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/highschool.nsf/Survey.xsp
Georgia School Personnel Survey

The Georgia School Personnel Survey (GSPS) is modeled after the student survey and includes 31 questions.  The GSPS is for all teachers, school administrators, certified staff members and other classified staff members (paraprofessionals, office staff, cafeteria workers, custodians, etc.) who work at least 50 percent of the day in the school.  At least 75% of your teachers and administrators must participate in the survey to be eligible for the School Climate Star Rating.  Most teachers should be able to participate in the GSPS using their classroom computer.  The survey is also accessible using an iPad or smartphone.  Survey responses are anonymous and will be submitted directly to the Georgia Department of Education for analysis.  Data results from the Georgia School Personnel Survey will not be available to the public and will not be posted online.  The URL address for the Georgia School Personnel Survey is posted below.

Georgia School Personnel Survey:

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/personnel.nsf/Survey.xsp
Georgia Parent Survey

The Georgia Parent Survey is also modeled after the student survey and contains 24 questions.  Parents will be able to complete the survey using their personal computers, smartphones or iPads.  For parents that do not have access to the Internet, school administrators might consider scheduling dates and times to allow parents to complete the Georgia Parent Survey at school.  All parents should be encouraged to participate in the Georgia Parent Survey because the data will be used to calculate the School Climate Star Rating.  Although the 75% participation requirement does not apply to the parent survey, schools with no parent survey responses will receive a parent perception score of 0.00.  If schools have less 15 parent responses on the parent survey schools will not be penalized, but those responses will not be included in the School Climate Ratings calculations.  All survey responses are anonymous and will be submitted directly to the Georgia Department of Education for analysis.  Data results from the Georgia Parent Survey will not be available to the public and will not be posted online.  A Spanish version of the parent survey is available.  Parents may choose the Spanish version by selecting “Español” at the top of the survey.  The URL address for the Georgia Parent Survey is posted below.

Georgia Parent Survey:

http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/parents.nsf/Survey.xsp
Survey Participation Website

You can check your survey participation rates for students, personnel and parents at http://apps.gadoe.org/schoolclimate/participation.nsf.  Simply enter your 3-digit school system ID number to view your survey participation rates for each of your schools.  Please note that the survey participation website is current through the previous school day.  Therefore, students that take the survey today will not appear on the site until the following school day.  

Important Information

It is important to note that alternative schools that have their own unique school code are required to participate in the school climate surveys and will receive a School Climate Star Rating on the CCRPI.  The exemption only applied to alternative programs without a unique school code and virtual schools.    

Remember, federal law requires that the student survey questions be made available for review by all interested parties; therefore, copies may be reproduced and made available to parents or other parties upon request.  Copies of the Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 questions are available online.  Please make sure that your parents/guardians know about the Georgia Student Health Survey 2.0 and are given the option to opt out if desired.  Thank you for participating in the school climate surveys.  If you have questions or if you need assistance, please contact Marilyn Watson and/or Jeff Hodges.  Marilyn may be reached by email at mawatson@doe.k12.ga.us or by phone at (404) 651-7179 and Jeff may be reached by email at jhodges@doe.k12.ga.us or by phone at (404) 463-7891.
6th Annual Safety in Our Schools Conference
July 14 – 16, 2015

Hosted by:

The James H. Rainwater Conference Center

1 Meeting Place, Valdosta, GA

Presented by:

Georgia Emergency Management Agency

Georgia Department of Education

U.S. Attorney’s Office, Middle District of Georgia 

Some of the topics at this year’s conference include:

· Infectious Disease & Pandemics

· Reunification after a Critical Incident

· Bomb Threat Management

· Dealing with the Media

· Severe Weather Planning

· Making Your School a Harder Target

· Addressing Bullying in Schools

· School Mass Shootings

· Bus Safety

· Update on Gangs

· Critical Incident Stress Management

· The Attacks on Mumbai: 26/11

· Identifying Potential Problem/Dangerous Students

(NOTE: This is a preliminary list.  More topics will be added to the agenda.)

Conference Registration
Registration Deadline: July 9, 2015

Registration Fee: $95 (Each attendee must register individually.)

Lunch will be provided the first two days of the conference.
Online/Mail/Fax Registration Information Can Be Found At

http://rainwaterconferencecenter.com/gema_safety.htm
For further information, please contact Pam Lightsey at (478) 621-2603 or by email at Pam.Lightsey@usdoj.gov. 
5th Annual Anti-Bullying Summit

Hosted by Auburn University

Peachtree City, GA

June 18 – 19, 2015

PLU credit is available for this conference.

Additional information including registration, agenda, lodging and PLU credit is available online at http://www.auburn.edu/outreach/opce/antibullying/index.htm
If you have further questions about the Anti-Bullying Summit please contact John Freeze at 

(334) 844-5100 or by email at john.freeze@auburn.edu.
School Counselors
Contact: Dr. Myrel Seigler (mseigler@doe.k12.ga.us)


  Maria Grovner, Program Specialist (mgrovner@doe.k12.ga.us)
Upcoming Events:
Save the Date
June 2015 Regional School Counselor Workshops

June 2  Kennesaw State University, Marietta

June 3  Houston County Board of Education Annex, Perry

June 4  Central GA Convention Center, Forsyth

Registration for the Summer Regional Workshops is currently open.  This year, we’re offering full day workshops in Kennesaw (6/2), Perry (6/3) and Forsyth (6/4). Listed below are the steps to access the registration page.

1. www.ctaern.org Log in info:  First three letters of last name and last four digits of SSN

2. Workshop Catalog

3. Workshop Categories (upper right)

4. Guidance/Career Development

5. Click “Register” tab to register for the summer workshop you would like to attend. 

6. Click LOC PDF (last icon) to get more information about location and time of each workshop.

7. You will receive an email confirmation upon successfully registering for the workshop. 
Upcoming Webinar—April 15, 2015

"Best Practices for Transitioning Students to the Next Level"   Go to the following link to register:

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4683306371759779585
April is Month of the Military Child
Please see the following link that will help with resources and information about celebrating “Purple-up Day”!  This is a day that can be celebrated by wearing purple to show support for those that serve in our nations’ military as well as for their families.

http://us1.campaign-archive2.com/?u=61f9f7f30f3ae525ca9b494f0&id=1d10136a52&e=8d0fcc3bf2
Special Announcement:  Governor Nathan Deal formed a task force to review the four current dual enrollment programs.  The charge to the task force was to determine how the dual enrollment process could be streamlined for student.  The task force met over the past several months and has completed its work.  We will make you aware of any changes as a result of the task force’s recommendations. 

REMINDER:  By April 1st, all students in grades 8 through 11 should be provided information regarding Dual Enrollment/Credit opportunities.  Please check your school’s procedure for ensuring compliance with this legislation. 

Dual Enrollment Update:

The links below will connect you to a page that has the new spring, 2014 Dual Enrollment Course Credit Directory.  This should be used for advising students for the upcoming semester for Dual Enrollment opportunities in Technical Colleges and Schools of Georgia.  The new courses that have been added since this current fall that will be used for the spring, 2014 are highlighted in yellow.  
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/Pages/Transition-Career-Partnerships.aspx
or

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/CTAE/counselor/Pages/High.aspx
If you have questions about Dual Enrollment, please contact Gary Mealer at gmealer@doe.k12.ga.us
REMINDER:  HOPE requirement changes take effect for students graduating on or after May 1, 2015.  Visit the following site for more information:   http://www.gsfc.org/main/publishing/pdf/2012/Rigor_Explanation.pdf
School Counselors Online Professional Learning Opportunities


School Counselor Professional Learning Online Modules are being offered through the University System of Georgia’s College Access Challenge Grant.  The modules are designed specifically for certified middle grade and high school counselors to improve effectiveness in preparing students for college and careers.  Complete registration information may be found online:  http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/conted/collegeaccess.html 

Each of the four (4) modules is designed as eight one-week sessions that require an average of five (5) hours per week to complete.  Participants who complete a module will earn four (4) PLUs.
Topics covered include:
Module 1:  Building a College-Going Culture for All Students; Module 2:  College, Career, and Academic Planning; Module 3:  Financial Aid and College Applications; and the NEW Spring 2013 ​ Module 4:  College and Career Counseling in the Middle Grades. 

NOTE:  An investment of $100/module is refundable upon completion of the module.  Contact Ava Baker at CCTI@usg.edu.


Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)

Contact: Hubert Bennett (hbennett@doe.k12.ga.us) 
The Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) is designed to help districts, schools, and teachers make informed, data-driven decisions to improve student learning. SLDS is a free application that is accessed via a link in the district’s Student Information System (SIS). It provides districts, schools, and teachers with access to historical data, including Assessments, Attendance, Enrollment, Courses, and Grades beginning with the 2006-2007 school year. 


Using Georgia's SLDS helps educators:

· Make more informed (data-driven) decisions designed to improve student learning.

· Identify students' academic strengths and weaknesses.  

· Increase student achievement and close achievement gaps. 

· Identify and address potential recurring impediments to student learning, e.g., problems with attendance or difficulty in mastering prerequisite knowledge or skills, before they negatively affect student success.  

· Quickly create targeted differentiation groups and cohorts.  

For help with SLDS and/or to request free face-to-face SLDS training for your school or district, please visit this page: http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/Contact-and-Connect.aspx
Instructional Improvement System (IIS)

Contact: Carol Moore-McLeod (cmoore@doe.k12.ga.us)

Update: The IIS Data Analysis Tool is now available to all School-level SLDS users!
The Instructional Improvement System (IIS) Data Analysis Tool is an application that provides school-level and district-level users in Georgia LEAs with the ability to create customized reports using the assessment, attendance, and student growth model data that is available in the SLDS tunnel. The IIS Data Analysis Tool also allows users to collaborate and sha​re the reports that they hav​e created with other users in the school or district.
Visit the following page for more information and to request training: http://www.gadoe.org/Technology-Services/SLDS/Pages/IIS.aspx 
Teacher Resource Link (TRL)
Contact: Angela Baker (anbaker@doe.k12.ga.us)

TRL has refined over 5000 resources in order to align better with standards.  In addition, over 2000 resources have been added.  Now is a great time to start looking at the student data in SLDS, locating resources for students, and saving resources into folders for future use.  

Don’t forget to rate the resources within TRL after you use them with your class!  This helps other TRL users when planning. 

Some new features in TRL:

1. Addition of the Report Issue Link–this allows the user to report issues such as standards alignment, insufficient information (missing tags), or broken link.

2. New! And Updated! Resource identification–New resources have been added within the last 30 days. Updated resources have been edited within the last 30 days.

3. Addition of the Course Tab–Georgia Virtual School Course Modules are now available within this tab.  

To Suggest a Resource for TRL:

http://bit.ly/LORsuggestion
Additional Support

TRL Learning Tutorials
TRL User Guide
For more information
SLDS and TRL training


STRIVING READERS GRANT: LITERACY
Contact: Julie Morrill, Program Manager Striving Reader Literacy Grant
jmorrill@doe.k12.ga.us  (404) 425-2975 or  (706) 473-3159
Joshua A. Todd, Program Specialist, Grades 6-12
Striving Reader Literacy Grant - jtodd@doe.k12.ga.us   (404) 823-4901
In February, the State Board of Education approved the slate of Striving Reader Cohort Four districts.  At that time, only two districts received funds to support Birth to Five.  Another grant competition is currently being held with applications due in Fluid Review on April 15, 2015.  The awards will be made in June.  

There are currently 261 schools and early learning centers receiving Striving Reader Funding.  To date, Georgia has received over 95 million dollars for districts who are implementing their school literacy plans.  For a list of districts and schools, please see our reading/literacy page.  http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Literacy-Reading.aspx
Our Striving Reader professional learning website www.comprehensivereadingsolutions.com has several new modules. They are located under the elementary and secondary tabs.  Additional modules as well as the complete shared reading and interactive read aloud lesson plans will be available in July.  They are located under “Exploring Bookworms” in the elementary section.  

We are pleased to offer four institute opportunities this Summer. These are designed especially for elementary and secondary teachers, coaches and leaders. The registration cost for each Institute is 175.00 per teacher which includes: working breakfast, lunch, all materials.  Lodging is additional and booked directly through each venue.  
This is an opportunity to network with colleagues who are current recipients of Striving Reader funding and are implementing their school literacy plans.  
Below are links to the registration forms for each of the four Summer Institutes being held in June.  The institutes are limited to 200 participants at each venue.  You are welcome to send a team to each. Registration is first come first serve.  You will book lodging separately.  All of the information is spelled out on the form.  Once submitted, the participant will receive an email that can serve as an invoice to be submitted to your book keeper. Should they experience a problem registering, ask them to email me to research to be sure they are on the list. 
Registration for non-Striving Reader districts will be available April 15, 2015.  Currently, registration is open to educators in schools receiving Striving Reader funding.  
June 16-17, Secondary, Unicoi

https://gastrivingreader.wufoo.com/forms/striving-reader-secondary-institutenorth/
June 18-19, Elementary, Unicoi

https://gastrivingreader.wufoo.com/forms/ga-striving-reader-elementary-institutenorth/
June 23-24, Secondary, Lake Blackshear

https://gastrivingreader.wufoo.com/forms/ga-striving-reader-secondary-institutesouth/
June 25-26, Elementary, Lake Blackshear

https://gastrivingreader.wufoo.com/forms/ga-striving-reader-elementary-institutesouth/
Julie Morrill 

Striving Reader/Literacy Program Manager

Georgia Department of Education

1758 Twin Towers East  205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive

Atlanta, GA  30334

404-425-2975

706-473-3159

jmorrill@doe.k12.ga.us

Parent Engagement Program

Contact: Nathan Schult, Program Manager (nschult@doe.k12.ga.us) 404-463-1956
Academic Parent-Teacher Team (APTT) Cohort II Selection
The Georgia Department of Education is working with WestEd to study the use and impact of Academic Parent-Teacher Teams (APTT) on student achievement. The Parent Engagement Program is excited to announce that following school district/school that have been selected to participate in the Academic Parent Teacher Team (APTT) initiative for the 2015-2016 school year.  We are very excited about the schools/districts that have been chosen to continue implementing the APTT program in Georgia.  Each district/school will participate in a training course with WestEd this Spring along with ongoing support from WestEd and GaDOE throughout next school year.  These schools will be supported along the way in their journey to further engage families in the academic achievement of their children.  

Now for the announcement of the schools and districts that will be participating:

1. Camden County Schools/Mamie Lou Gross Elementary School

2. Dougherty County Schools/Alice Coachman Elementary School

3. Mitchell County Schools/South Mitchell County Elementary School

4. Pickens County Schools/Hill City Elementary School

5. Vidalia City Schools/J.D. Dickerson Primary School 

6. Forsyth County Schools/Midway Elementary School

7. Floyd County Schools/Cave Spring Elementary School

8. Walker County Schools/Chattanooga Valley Elementary School

9. State Charter/Fulton Leadership Academy

10. Atlanta Public Schools/Beecher Hills Elementary School

The APTT model supplements the efforts of traditional parent conferences with whole-class meetings where parents learn exactly where their child stands in comparison to academic standards, where their child needs to be by the end of the school year, and how they can help support their child’s learning outside of the classroom.  Parents become committed partners in working alongside the teacher to help their child achieve in specific academic achievement goal areas.  Furthermore, APTT is recognized as a high-impact strategy by US ED, helping schools tailor their dual-capacity building efforts as well as meet much of Title I Parental Involvement compliance regulations. For more information about APTT, we encourage you to learn more at: http://www.wested.org/service/academic-parent-teacher-teams-aptt-family-engagement-in-education/ 


Announcements:
NEXT Monthly Update Webinar is Tentatively Scheduled For:

TBD
PBS TeacherLine
PBS TeacherLine is offering many courses to begin Feb 18 and Mar 18. These high-quality, online courses are standards and research-based, led by facilitators, feature rich peer discussions and tools for implementing technology, and offer PLU and graduate credits!

A range of subject areas for grades preK-12 are offered.

Learn more and enroll at: http://etvarial.scetv.org:81/CT00578415MTQ2ODEw.HTML
Not up for a full course but still would like to brush up on some P.D.?

The self-paced, 'mini' courses from PBS Teacherline are the answer! These 1.5 to 3 instruction hour courses are perfect for sparking new ideas, expanding your skill set, and energizing your classroom.

View the courses at: http://etvarial.scetv.org:81/CT00578421MTQ2ODEw.HTML
You can explore course content, watch videos, complete interactive labs, and take self-assessments at your own pace for up to one year after the purchase date. Prices range from FREE to $49.

Note: These mini courses do not offer credit directly but may be accepted for credit by your school/district upon your request.

* If any links don't work for you, please visit http://www.teacherlinesoutheast.org. 

Happy learning!

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

  TeacherLineSoutheast.org

  800-277-0829

  SCETV - UNCTV - GPB

  1041 George Rogers Blvd  Columbia SC  29201

  Add "teacherline@scetv.org" to your 'Contacts' or 'Safe' list so TeacherLine emails don't end up in your spam filter. 

  TeacherLine Southeast respects your privacy. We do not and will not share your personal information with other organizations.

  Subscribe http://etvarial.scetv.org:81/CT00578403MTQ2ODEw.HTML
  Unsubscribe http://etvarial.scetv.org:81/UC005784MTQ2ODEw.HTML
SAVE THE DATE!
Georgia Association of Elementary School Principals

DRIVE-IN CONFERENCE

“Leading Your School Through Change”

May 5th
9am-3pm

Continental breakfast and Lunch provided

Macon, Georgia

Anderson Conference Center

Presenters:

State School Superintendent Richard Woods

PAGE Presents: The Reality of Poverty in Georgia
Ms. Clair Suggs, GPBI
DOE

National Keynote – Larry Bell

Building Foundational Skills in Reading and math for all Students
Registration @ www.gael.org 
Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent  
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