Mini-Lesson Planning Sheet

Adapted from Lucy Calkins (2003)
	Grade: AP LANG


	AKS: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
Specific learning target(s):

Writers can use figurative language and details as evidence when crafting and developing his central idea. 
Text to support learning target(s):

“Put brakes on driving while texting” by Leonard Pitts Miami Herald August 10, 2009


	Connection (1 minute): Students, yesterday we were working on…

…writing an original argument about an issue that matters to you. You worked to find an original and interesting way to introduce your topic and many of you played with a variety of rhetorical strategies including imagery, simile, metaphor, and other figurative language strategies. 


	Teach (5-8 minutes):  Today I want to teach you how…
…to use these same interesting techniques as evidence in your argument. Evidence is not only the details, facts, quotes, etc. it is also how you mold your language. We are going to examine a mentor text. The text we are going to examine together is an opinion piece written by Leonard Pitts a well-renowned columnist for the Miami Herald. 
I’m going to begin by reading aloud and sharing what I notice about how Pitts uses language to support and develop his central idea. 

[Read the first three paragraphs – stopping at the end  of each paragraph, mark the text while reading]

· After reading the first paragraph I notice the writer established his central idea in a single sentence by using an unexpected contradiction to illustrate his position on texting and driving. The writer does not state his position – instead he leaves it unsaid to reiterate his point that banning texting and driving is such an obvious need it goes without saying.
· After reading the second paragraph I notice the author makes a direct appeal to the audience when claiming it is “common sense” that texting while driving is a problem. He goes beyond the appeal using visual imagery of the phone and car comparing their size implying the power of a car over a phone. He goes on the extend his appeal to “common sense” saying that if it was common lawmakers would have already passed these common sense laws. 

· After reading the third paragraph composed of a simple phrase I notice the author is appealing directly to his reader appealing for their attention. 

After finishing with the first three paragraphs let’s look back at the three paragraphs together and look for any other significant ways the author uses rhetorical devices and figurative language in combination with specific evidence when crafting his argument.

· I notice that the first detail used as evidence is the fact there is a debate about banning texting and driving, but instead of simply announcing the debate his appeals to his audience with his use of contrast in the first paragraph. 
· I notice the writer using specific details of a phone and car to emphasize the magnitude of the problem. The writer uses imagery to weave the evidence convincingly creating an image of the ridiculous act of texting while driving. Additionally, his diction emphasizes the idea of “common sense” (“simple,” “tiny keyboard,” “piloting,” “2 ton,” …).

· I notice that the writer’s use of a simple phrase is used to draw me in as a reader and create a relationship between me and him in our agreement for a need for “tough laws”


	Active Engagement (4-5 minutes):  So, students, let’s try this…Partner 1 turn to Partner 2         Turn and Talk…or…Stop and Jot…

Turn and alternating reading the next two paragraphs aloud with your partner noticing the writer’s purposeful use of language to serve as evidence and how that use of language is used to mold the evidence and craft the argument. Jot notes/annotate as your read and discuss your noticings. 
Who would like to share what they noticed? 


	Link (1 minute): So, students, today when you are reading and you…(restate the teaching point)

Notice how the writer uses figurative language and details as evidence in the crafting of his central idea. So when you revise the first body paragraph in your essay from yesterday I want you to work to employ some of the same strategies as we have looked at in this mentor text. As you continue reading this opinion piece you will continue to notice a variety of rhetorical strategies used as evidence as he molds his argument and central idea. Writers read text as writers noticing and noting moves of a writer that serve specific purposes. 
Continue alternating paragraphs with your partner to notice and note the moves of the writer to develop his central idea. 


	After Workshop Debrief: Today some of you were…So, today and everyday, when you are reading you can…
Today some of you were noting specific rhetorical strategies you would like to integrate in your own writing. So, today and every day, when you are reading you can read like a writer and notice and note moves of a writer to use in your own writing. 



