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 What you GIVE as an AP 
Reader: 



What you GET as an AP 
Reader: 



More “gettings”: 



To Apply to be a Reader: 



The Free-Response 
Section 



Question 1:  The Synthesis 



No disrespect intended: 



Non-negotiables: 



Mistake:  writing something other than 

an essay in English 



Mistake:  Not answering 
the given prompt 



Two examples of  not A the P: 



Mistake:  not taking a 
position 



Mistake:  not synthesizing at least 

three of  the given sources 



Mistake:  failure to synthesize 



Mistake:  failure to show 
the writer’s voice 



More mistakes to avoid: 



Examples of  tangential 
responses: 



Failure to use the sources 
to develop the argument: 



Argument (arguably, every 
essay is an argument) 



Mistaking claims for argument 



The best essays show the student’s 
engagement and incorporate the sources to 
develop the argument: 



The student’s engagement: 



What I’ll add/change next year: 



Questions? 


