Bowen


AP English Literature and Composition

Summer Reading 2015

The summer reading assignment includes two novels. If the idea of summer reading makes you run for the comforts of SparkNotes, Shmoop, or Netflix, then you will have to adjust your thinking for AP English Literature and Composition. Most high school students would not ride a bicycle with training wheels. Not only would such an act subject you to ridicule, it would keep you from ever learning how to ride the bike. If you use study crutches or other media to get you through a reading task, you are using academic training wheels and you will never get better. If you use the interpretive ideas from an on-line study crutch in your writing, then you are guilty of plagiarism, and you will not learn to think on your own. To be an authentic student, you have to make a good faith effort to accomplish an assignment like this. Summer reading is required, but it is meant to be a low pressure, skill building task—a way to get started. If you are still using training wheels, take them off! 

Before you begin reading each novel, print out, read, and annotate the introductory information provided on my school web page. This information is crucial to understanding the historical and social contexts of and the relevant literary elements in each novel.

Once you have thoroughly read the introductory information posted on my web page and the reading assignments that follow, please contact me at lori_bowen@gwinnett.k12.ga.us if you have any questions.  While I do not check my school e-mail daily during the summer, I do check it on a regular basis and will respond to you as soon as I can. You need to finish reading both novels and marking/highlighting the required information before the first day of school.
I suggest that you invest in a set of multi-colored highlighters or post-it notes. When you mark passages, choose different colors to represent characters, conflicts, and topics. If have enough colors, you might consider assigning each character, each conflict, and each topic a separate color.

Novels

The Kite Runner—Khaled Hosseini

Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant—Anne Tyler

Assignment

1. Both novels: Mark passages that introduce and develop characters. It would also greatly behoove you to keep a list of characters along with the page numbers of the passages you mark regarding their introduction and development.

2. Both novels: Mark passages that introduce, develop, and resolve at least one internal and one external conflict.

3. Both novels: At the end of each chapter, write a brief summary of the major events in the chapters.
4. The Kite Runner: Choose three of the topics that follow. (Grouped topics count as one topic.) As you read, mark/highlight three passages for each topic you choose. (You will mark at least 9 passages total.) For each topic, find passages that       1) reveal the topic’s emergence, 2) develop the topic, and 3) reconcile the topic. Each set of passages should represent the novel’s comprehensive development, so you should have passages from the beginning, middle, and end of the novel. 
Atonement/Redemption/Forgiveness
Betrayal/Secrets
Courage/Resilience
Cruelty/Violence
Discrimination 
Guilt/Remorse/Shame
Home/Family

Friendship/Loyalty/Trust
Impact of the Past

Parents and Children

Quest

Sacrifice
Dinner at the Homesick Restaurant: Choose three of the topics that follow. (Grouped topics count as one topic.) As you read, mark/highlight three passages for each topic you choose. (You will mark at least 9 passages total.) For each topic, find passages that 1) reveal the topic’s emergence, 2) develop the topic, and 3) reconcile the topic. Each set of passages should represent the novel’s comprehensive development, so you should have passages from at least 9 of the 10 chapters.
Alienation/Loneliness
Betrayal/Secrets
Communication

Cruelty/Violence
Development/Growth
Home/Family

Impact of the Past

Parents and Children

Responsibility

******************************************************************************************************************************************************
We will begin Charlotte Brontё’s Jane Eyre in August, so please secure a copy of the novel before school begins. Following is a list of the other novels we will read. The best plan is to order them all at the same time so that you are not “bookless” when we begin our study of each novel.
Frankenstein—Mary Shelley

Song of Solomon—Toni Morrison
Invisible Man—Ralph Ellison

Heart of Darkness—Joseph Conrad

