
Good afternoon world language educators! 

I apologize for the delay in getting this week’s update out to you!  We 

are so very excited about all that is going on across the state in world 

language education and the tremendous energy and efforts of our 

teachers and administrators to provide this crucial component of a 

well-rounded education to the children of our state.  This past week, I 

was on the road and in several classrooms and it was an absolute 

pleasure to be able to connect with some of the nearly 3,000 world 

language teaching professionals in our state.   

We love to share your successes and so we ask that you please 

remember to share them with us so that we can share these successes 

with others across the state.  We know you are doing so many great 

projects, activities and events in your systems, schools and classrooms related to world language and 

cultural education so please don’t hesitate to share this information with us or reach out and invite us to 

attend.  We are here to support all of Georgia’s systems, schools and students and we are proud to do 

so. 

Thank you for the continued positive feedback on these weekly updates.  Today, we will try a new 

format, listing the most important updates/events from the week first in bullet points with more 

detailed explanations following.  We hope this makes it easier for those of you reading them via a tablet 

or mobile device and enable you to get a quick updates on the most important information in the 

beginning because we know your time is valuable.   

Facebook: Georgia Department of Education World Languages 
Instagram: gadoeworldlanguages 
Twitter: gadoeworldlanguages 
 

Quick Updates!  

• The Deadline for the completion of the 2nd ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎȅŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ {Ŝŀƭ ƻŦ 

Biliteracy is this Friday!  Please make sure you have submitted your Seal request via 

this link by the close of the day on Friday, September 1st!  

 

• ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ Wƻō CŀƛǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ 

Saturday, March 3rd at Whitewater High School in Fayette County.   

 

 

• This Monday, we awarded the first Georgia World Language Educator of the 

Month award to Mrs. Melissa Radu at Smyrna Elementary School! 

 

• The First Georgia Chinese Dual Immersion Teacher Workshop will be held on Sept 

16th at 9am at the CI at KSU.  For more information contact zli27@kennesaw.edu. 

 

• The AATSP Georgia Annual conference will take place on Saturday, Sept 23rd at 

Baggett Elementary School in Lawrenceville starting at 9am. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Georgia-Department-of-Education-World-Languages-272503599830659/?fref=ts
https://www.instagram.com/gadoeworldlanguages/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/gadoeworldlang?lang=en
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfb44MtGoja7Kjdq1Iai0JvQQ_jzmFw2s4urNidxVXY0VwGSQ/viewform
mailto:zli27@kennesaw.edu


• The German State Convention will be held February 2-3rd at the FFA-FCCLA center 

in Covington Ga.  More information is available here.   

 

• The Goethe-Zentrum and the Alliance Française will be hosting the annual 

European Day of Languages on Sept 26th from 6:30 – 8:00pm.  Register here. 

 

• Spread the word, Guest speakers wanted to speak on global education, language 

learning and the importance of language skills in the marketplace.  Volunteer 

speakers can sign up here. 

 

• We are fundraising in collaboration with the Georgia Foundation for Public 

Education to support Dual Language Immersion programs and professional 

development for world language educators statewide.  Pass the word! Donate 

here! 

 

• GaDOE World Language Education Fall newsletter for Parents will be released in 

early October.  Districts and Schools may submit stories for the newsletter via this 

link.  Deadline for submissions in September 15th.   

 

• Social Media Campaign for World Language Education in Georgia going strong! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expanded Updates 

• Save the date for Georgia’s first statewide World Language Teacher Job Fair 

https://www.sgcgeorgia.com/
http://german-institute.org/news-events/event/2017/09/26/european-day-of-languages-2017-languages-and-the-media/167513
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRG_mwSPU_z05OoRgGjs4TeRTqx9QX3gUDavGbkIhn-ZIICQ/viewform
http://gfpe.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYpXmvwYaJ15U2Ap30ySa7DwWvOlm83x6QWQ8ne3B0TftD0g/viewform


o The date for Georgia’s first world language 

specific job fair has been changed to avoid 

conflicts with other local job fairs.  Georgia’s first 

statewide World Language Job Fair will take 

place on Saturday, March 3rd from 9am -

12pm at Whitewater High School in Fayette 

County.  District and School leaders can sign up 

to host a table at the event by following this link.  

Representatives from the Professional Standards 

Commission will also be on hand to answer 

certification questions.  More information will be 

forthcoming.   

 

• The First Georgia Chinese Dual Immersion Teacher Workshop coming in Sept 

o On Sept 16th, starting at 9am – The Confucius Institute in Kennesaw will 

sponsor an Immersion training for Chinese Teacher.  Please see attached 

flyer for more information.  For more information contact 
zli27@kennesaw.edu. 

 

• Calling all teachers to share best practices 

o Starting in late August and in September, we will begin our teacher to 

teacher professional development series and we invite current teachers to 

take part!  If you are a DLI/World Language teacher and you would be willing 

to share a best practice for a 10-20 minute webinar/video session, please 

contact me so that I can provide you further information.  Thank you in 

advance for sharing your best practices with other teachers across the state. 

 

• Fundraising for grant with the Georgia Foundation for Public Education 
o The Fundraising Campaign to support language immersion and professional 

development for world language teachers statewide is ramping up.  We are proud 

to be partnering with the Georgia Foundation for Public Education to raise a total of 

$60,000 dollars to be used this year to provide much needed support for dual 

language immersion programs as well as critical quality professional development 

opportunities for world language educators statewide!  We are excited to partner 

with the Georgia Foundation for Public Education in this important work!  To donate, 

navigate to the website for the Georgia Foundation for Public Education –

www.gfpe.org.  Click the Donate button in the top right and designate World 

Language Education!  We thank you in advance for your support!  All Donations are 

tax deductible!  

 

• Related to the Biliteracy Seal  
o Recently, I completed what I am calling a guidance at a glance sheet for Georgia’s 

Seal of Biliteracy.  It can be found here and we encourage you to share widely 

within your networks.  This is part of an effort to continue to communicate clearly 

the route to the Seal for all stakeholders.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsnXk9QW-fZKGF-OP0p9B-OHD_jkzd1YljZY_pcvn71qJCiQ/viewform
mailto:zli27@kennesaw.edu
http://gfpe.org/
http://gfpe.org/get-involved/donate/
http://gfpe.org/get-involved/donate/
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/Seal%20of%20Bi-literacy%20Guidance%20at%20a%20glance%20document.pdf


o A reminder that I have updated the reporting procedures for schools and systems 

for the Seal of Biliteracy.  Biliteracy Seal requests can now be made via an online 

form accessed here.  This is also accessible via our website.  When your school or 

system is ready to report your seal requests prior to the 2nd reporting deadline of 

Sept 1st, simply submit via this form and we will confirm the request via email.   

 

• Related to the International Skills Diploma Seal  
o A reminder, I have also recently updated the reporting procedures for the 

International Skills Diploma Seal as well.  Again, the intent is to simplify the 

reporting and application procedures, systems and schools can now report 

qualifying students via an online form here.  Additionally, I have added an additional 

form for ISDS schools or systems wishing to request that courses be considered for 

pre-approval on the home page here.  A reminder, the application process is now 

open and will be open through December 15th of 2017.  The application along with 

the rubric the committee used to evaluate these applications are available via the 

website.  I want to encourage schools and world language programs to offer this 

important Seal and of course I am ready to assist in this process as requested. 

 

• GaDOE World Language Educator of the Month! 

 

o Congratulations to Mrs. Melissa Radu for receiving the first Georgia World 

Language Educator of the Month award for August!  Nominations can be 

made via this link.  We encourage you to nominate and recognize an 

excellent world language educator today!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Melissa Radu, a Kindergarten teacher at Smyrna Elementary in Cobb County, certified in Early 

Childhood Education, ESOL and Spanish in Georgia, frequent presenter about dual language 

immersion at professional conferences and lead workshops on DLI.  

She was born and raised in Venezuela where she received her degree from Universidad José 

María Vargas in Caracas. In 2001, she moved to the United States to work as a Kindergarten 

teacher at Chase St. Elementary, served as an EIP teacher at Unidos Dual Language immersion 

school and continued teaching as a K-8 Spanish teacher in Fulton County, Georgia. She is 

married and has a son.  She enjoys traveling, spending time with her family and going to the 

movies. They are a trilingual family now and all are citizens of the United States. 

 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Georgia%27s-Seal-of-Biliteracy.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1nmcRFwbFoRGRnPCRIqOwYLvzJSVD09If4rW5E-dTpg0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezQbj3nAH7cWQdHdmFBEArdzhnpkZQEKjfF8PrL2EFcHMgzQ/viewform
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/International-Skills-Diploma-Seal.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBTQ1fOx7MlhkO3yIPcFAYDsUTm9PpyTCVgvboGHTQuf4AXw/viewform


• Upcoming Event dates to be aware of….. 

 

Aug 24-26 2017 GaDOE Data Conference in Athens 

 

• Long term dates to be aware of….. 

 

September 8 Metro World Language District Coordinator Meeting at APS 

September 14th  GaDOE WL University/College Advisory Meeting online 10am – 12 

September 15th Deadline for Article submissions for GaDOE WL Parent Newsletter 

September 16 Chinese Professional Development at CI in Kennesaw 

September 16 German Immersion Day at the Goethe-Zentrum 

September 23 AATSP GA Conference in Lawrenceville Ga 

September 26 European Day of Languages – Goethe-Zentrum/Alliance Française 

September 26 World Language District Coordinator Meeting at GaDOE 

September 29 World Languages Day at CULTR 

October 4th  National Teach German Day! 

October 22 AATG-GA Fall Workshop in Athens 

November 17-19 ACTFL conference in Nashville 

February 2-3 German State Convention in Covington 

March 3rd Georgia World Language Job Fair at Whitewater High School 9am – 12pm. 

March 15-17 2018 FLAG/SCOLT conference in Atlanta  

March 20th International Day at the Capitol 

 

o This information and more is available via the professional development 

calendar on our webpages and on our professional development page here.   

o If you have any events that need to be added, please let me know. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Related local news 

• Hispanic events in Georgia https://lcfgeorgia.org/2017-hispanic-heritage-month-

events-in-georgia-download/ 

• Check out these local French Students talking about why they learn a 2nd language! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbhhWY8xRnA&feature=share&app=desktop 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYpXmvwYaJ15U2Ap30ySa7DwWvOlm83x6QWQ8ne3B0TftD0g/viewform
http://german-institute.org/news-events/event/2017/09/16/german-immersion-day-2017/168124?platform=hootsuite
http://www.aatsp-ga.org/id7.html
http://german-institute.org/news-events/event/2017/09/26/european-day-of-languages-2017-languages-and-the-media/167513
http://cultr.gsu.edu/wld/
https://www.actfl.org/convention-expo
https://www.sgcgeorgia.com/
http://flageorgia.net/conference.html
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/World-Language-Professional-Development-Page.aspx
https://lcfgeorgia.org/2017-hispanic-heritage-month-events-in-georgia-download/
https://lcfgeorgia.org/2017-hispanic-heritage-month-events-in-georgia-download/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbhhWY8xRnA&feature=share&app=desktop


• Global Trade with Georgia https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM3Xn-

789BI&app=desktop 

 

 
Links to articles that came out this week related to World Language education. 

• US Students revive Latin and Greek https://www.wsj.com/articles/veni-vidi-vici-u-s-

students-revive-latin-and-greek-1496851612 

• Spanish Speaking Teachers getting special training to fill Bilingual workforce in California. 

https://edsource.org/2017/spanish-speaking-teachers-getting-special-training-to-meet-

californias-demand-for-more-bilingual-teachers/586137 

• Spanish thrives in the US https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/23/us/spanish-language-

united-states.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-

heading&module=first-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news&_r=0 

• Savoring the Spanish of my youth as the language marches on 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/23/insider/savoring-the-spanish-of-my-youth-as-the-

language-marches-on.html 

• Britain must reverse decline in FL learning to have success after Brexit 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/08/17/britain-must-reverse-decline-foreign-

language-learning-thrive/ 

• Immigrant groups seek new immersion programs in Minnesota 

https://www.minnpost.com/education/2017/08/immigrant-groups-seek-new-language-

immersion-programs-diverse-osseo-schools 

• How learning a 2nd language gives job seekers an advantage 

http://www.news.com.au/finance/work/careers/how-learning-a-second-language-gives-

jobseekers-an-advantage/news-story/e205eb9826677ead7ec7e46883048c24 

• Voter initiative opens doors to popular immersion programs 

https://edsource.org/2017/voter-initiative-opens-door-to-expansion-of-popular-dual-

language-immersion-

programs/586204?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=prop58-

824-17 

• Bilingual Education Bill goes to committee. http://wwlp.com/2017/08/25/bilingual-

language-education-bill-goes-to-conference-committee/amp/ 

• I never met a rubric I liked http://www.path2proficiency.com/ive-never-met-a-rubric-i-

liked/ 

• Babies can easily learn a 2nd language http://q13fox.com/2017/08/23/uw-study-shows-

babies-can-easily-learn-a-second-language-under-right-curriculum/amp/ 

• 8 differences between European and Brazilian Portuguese 

http://foreignlanguagecollective.com/8-differences-european-brazilian-

portuguese/?utm_content=buffer52748&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&u

tm_campaign=buffer 

• Schools grappling with teacher shortage across the country 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/21/health/teacher-shortage-data-trnd/index.html 

• The Benefits of Bilingual Education http://journaltimes.com/lifestyles/things_to_do/the-

benefits-of-a-bilingual-education/article_37f3a83a-1c36-5869-a96a-

65ea8b190335.html?utm_content=buffer7c4a1&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.

com&utm_campaign=buffer 
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• Multilinguals are in demand http://www.news.com.au/finance/work/careers/how-learning-

a-second-language-gives-jobseekers-an-advantage/news-

story/e205eb9826677ead7ec7e46883048c24 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Thank you and enjoy your Sunday evening! 
 
Patrick 
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