
 

AROUND THE DEPARTMENT  

Welcome to the first edition of the Georgia Department 

of Education's World Language and Global Workforce 

Initiatives Newsletter for this year! We are so excited 

about this new platform for sharing with all of you infor-

mation about world language learning and related devel-

opments here in Georgia. We sincerely hope that this in-

formation is beneficial and informative for you and as 

always, we are here to serve and to answer any additional 

questions you may have.  You can find a lot of additional 

information about many of our programs by visiting our 

homepage  or by emailing the Program Specialist for 

World Languages and Global Workforce Initiatives at 

pwallace@doe.k12.ga.us.   

The Seal is above all an official recognition of a student’s 

proficiency in both English and another language or mul-

tiple languages. Additionally, it is a recognition of the 

economic and societal value 

of that language ability and 

in a broader context the val-

ue of the many cultures that 

make up the fabric of our 

communities across Georgia. 

It is not only a global imper-

ative that our students have 

these linguistic and cultural 

competencies, it is a domes-

tic imperative as well. More than half the world is bilin-

gual and our students are increasingly entering a work-

force that is as diverse as our communities. International 

investment in Georgia is on the rise and so are the oppor-

tunities for students who can demonstrate the critical 

cultural soft skills that enable our businesses to thrive 

economically both at home and abroad.  

 

 

Welcome! 
In Georgia, we set the bar high in terms of proficiency 

for our Seal of Biliteracy recipients. In fact, we set a very 

high minimum requirement for students by requiring 

them to reach the level of Intermediate high on the 

ACTFL proficiency scale. The Seal represents a real pro-

ficiency target for all our language programs K-12. At 

the end of the day, it is a measure of how well students 

speak, read, listen and write in the language. It repre-

sents in many ways as well, a fundamental shift in 

world language education for our nation toward specifi-

cally focusing on the proficiency of language learners.  

The Georgia Seal of Biliteracy was signed into law on 

May 3, 2016.   

Links related to the Seal of Biliteracy! 

A new marker of success.

Who is eligible?   
 
All public high school students in Georgia are eligible to 

receive the Seal of Bilteracy. 

 
What are the requirements?   
 
(1) Completion of all English language arts requirements for 
graduation with an overall grade point average of 3.0 or 
above in those classes; and  
(2) Proficiency in one or more languages other than English, 

demonstrated by passing a foreign language advanced 

placement examination with a score of 4 or higher or an 

international baccalaureate examination with a score of 5 or 

higher.  In schools where these tests are not offered, stu-

dents can prove their proficiency in the desired language by 

taking an exam from a 2nd tier of tests.  

Georgia’s Seal of Biliteracy 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/World-Languages-and-International-Education.aspx
mailto:pwallace@doe.k12.ga.us
http://www.newamericaneconomy.org/press-release/georgia-governor-signs-seal-biliteracy-law-top-georgia-employers-industry-seek-bilingual-talent/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/2350746345147193346
http://sealofbiliteracy.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/a-new-marker-of-success-at-graduation-the-seal-of-biliteracy/2017/06/02/240c79ce-46da-11e7-bcde-624ad94170ab_story.html?utm_term=.c51296f103ca
http://thecitizen.com/2017/05/09/students-earn-georgias-new-seal-biliteracy/
http://forsythherald.com/stories/south-forsyth-high-school-students-earn-seal-of-biliteracy,106269
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012


 

International Skills Diploma Seal 

 

Who is eligible?   

All public high school students in Georgia are eligible to receive 

the International Skills Diploma Seal provided that the School 

has completed its application to be accepted into the program. 

What a language is worth. 

Language Skills matter for national security. 

What are the requirements?   

(1)  At least three credits in the same world language and/or 

ESOL International Focus.   

(2) At least four credits in courses determined to have an inter-

national focus, such as international economics, world/non-US 

history, world geography, etc.   

(3) At least four extracurricular activities and experiences with 

global themes and/or in global contexts (e.g., exchange pro-

grams, international and language clubs, travel abroad)  

(4) Twenty hours of community service involving a global/cross-

cultural public service project.   

(5) Capstone presentation on the knowledge gained in the 

courses and activities listed above 

Links related to the International Skills Di-

ploma Seal 

Link to a webinar on the ISDS program. 

Link to FAQs on ISDS. 

Translators and Interpreters in Demand 

Technology Association of Georgia—International Busi-

nesses 

World Language Skills growing in Demand. 

 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Georgia%27s-Seal-of-Biliteracy.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/International-Skills-Diploma-Seal.aspx
https://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/93013
https://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/93013
https://www.economist.com/blogs/prospero/2014/03/language-study
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/readersrespond/bs-ed-rr-sept-20170912-story.html
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/3112732095232928514
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/Frequently%20asked%20questions%20about%20the%20International%20Skills%20Diploma%20Seal.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2017/07/07/where-the-jobs-are-translators.html
http://www.tagonline.org/files/WGL-Maps/intl-bus-brochure.pdf
http://www.tagonline.org/files/WGL-Maps/intl-bus-brochure.pdf
http://dcimmersion.org/2017/05/06/growing-demand-for-bilingual-employees-in-the-dc-region/


 

Dual Language Immersion 

 

Why Dual Language Immersion? 

Benefits include: 

• Cognitive gains, 

• Economic benefits, 

• Increased academic achievement, 

• Improving students’ ability to learn a second language, 

• Increased English literacy skills, 

• Increased performance on standardized tests, 

• Higher attendance rates, and 

• Better understanding of other cultures. 

Where are Georgia’s Dual Language Immer-

sion Programs? 

http://www.ajc.com/news/local-education/sequoyah-high-offers-international-skills-diploma-seal/IHTvdIvMTpc1fNj24Zm4BJ/
http://www.ajc.com/news/local-education/sequoyah-high-offers-international-skills-diploma-seal/IHTvdIvMTpc1fNj24Zm4BJ/
http://www.ajc.com/news/national/video-things-the-cia-looks-for-when-recruiting-members/Smu3Ag9sKVoJhEy97u2gFM/?ecmp=socialflow_ajc
http://www.gaports.com/Media/PressReleases/TabId/379/ArtMID/3569/ArticleID/138/Savannah-serves-largest-vessel-ever-to-call-on-East-Coast.aspx
http://www.gaports.com/Media/PressReleases/TabId/379/ArtMID/3569/ArticleID/138/Savannah-serves-largest-vessel-ever-to-call-on-East-Coast.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-UZyqKuWW0&sns=fb&app=desktop
http://m.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/jun/15/foreign-language-learning-disparity-an-american-em/?utm_content=buffer8d837&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://m.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/jun/15/foreign-language-learning-disparity-an-american-em/?utm_content=buffer8d837&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JM3Xn-789BI&t=1s
https://georgia.gov/blog/2017-07-18/how-georgia%E2%80%99s-k-12-students-are-learning-bilingual-skills
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Dual-Immersion-Language-Programs-in-Georgia.aspx
http://carla.umn.edu/immersion/documents/ImmersionResearch_TaraFortune.html
http://carla.umn.edu/immersion/
http://carla.umn.edu/immersion/
http://www.cal.org/twi/toolkit/index.htm
http://www.cal.org/twi/toolkit/index.htm
https://www.amacad.org/content/Research/researchproject.aspx?d=21896
https://www.amacad.org/content/Research/researchproject.aspx?d=21896
http://www.gwinnettdailypost.com/local/gwinnett-getting-georgia-s-first-english-japanese-dual-language-charter/article_c3861108-2c25-5804-8361-49b8dddf5832.html
http://www.gwinnettdailypost.com/local/gwinnett-getting-georgia-s-first-english-japanese-dual-language-charter/article_c3861108-2c25-5804-8361-49b8dddf5832.html


 

International Activity in Georgia 

Links related to Immersion Education. 

Link to webinar on Dual Language Immersion. 

Link to research on the astounding effectiveness of DLI. 

Link to report by the commission of language learning. 

(American Academy of Arts and Sciences) 

Video of DLI at Trip Elementary in Gwinnett. 

French Government launches DLI Fund for French Pro-

grams. 

Georgia State receives 2.6 million grant to support bilin-

gual teachers. 

Bilingual programs in Hall county (in Spanish) 

Link to Video on DLI in Gwinnett. 

The Bilingual revolution in America. 

Bilingual program in Clark County going strong! 

Fulton County Dual Language Immersion Programs! 

 

 

WL Educator of the Month 

 

!  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/7577559642058141955
http://www.berkeleyschools.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/TWIAstounding_Effectiveness_Dual_Language_Ed.pdf?864d7e
https://www.amacad.org/multimedia/pdfs/publications/researchpapersmonographs/language/Commission-on-Language-Learning_Americas-Languages.pdf
https://www.amacad.org/multimedia/pdfs/publications/researchpapersmonographs/language/Commission-on-Language-Learning_Americas-Languages.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKESyOALobg
http://face-foundation.org/french-dual-language-fund/index.html
http://face-foundation.org/french-dual-language-fund/index.html
http://news.gsu.edu/2017/09/19/georgia-state-education-faculty-receive-grant-support-bilingual-educators/?utm_source=press_release&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=bilingual_educators_grant&hootPostID=0d70b2622186bc05efb8104f85d11a24
http://news.gsu.edu/2017/09/19/georgia-state-education-faculty-receive-grant-support-bilingual-educators/?utm_source=press_release&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=bilingual_educators_grant&hootPostID=0d70b2622186bc05efb8104f85d11a24
http://www.elnuevogeorgia.com/motivan-la-educacion-bilingue-y-multicultural-en-los-ninos/
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/gcpstv/videos/news/in5ive/215256561
https://www.goethe.de/ins/us/en/kul/mag/20856846.html
http://onlineathens.com/local-news/2017-09-06/oglethorpe-elementary-dual-language-immersion-program-going-strong-second-year
http://www.myajc.com/news/local-education/fulton-schools-hope-profit-from-teaching-mandarin/beRmsDuoZ35wnscueRnPML/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rmB8kc_trBx7iysZVRmpKT8pXBu92YhkcAQcy_MIKX8/edit


 
Follow us on Social Media! 

 

  

Additional Links of interest! 

Two languages = many advantages 

6 highly successful bilinguals 

Lead with Languages from ACTFL  (Great Re-

sources) 

Do you know about CULTR? (Click here to find out 

about Georgia’s LRC!) 

Goethe-Zentrum Atlanta 

Alliance Française Atlanta 

City of Atlanta International Affairs 

University/College Advisory Board 

World Language #s rising in Ga! 

https://www.facebook.com/gadoeworldlanguages/
https://www.facebook.com/gadoeworldlanguages/
https://twitter.com/gadoeworldlang?lang=en
http://hechingerreport.org/one-kind-boston-public-high-school-students-learn-calculus-spanish/
http://www.businessinsider.com/6-top-business-leaders-that-speak-more-than-one-language-2017-8/#mark-zuckerberg-co-founder-and-ceo-of-facebook-1
http://www.leadwithlanguages.org/
http://cultr.gsu.edu/
http://german-institute.org/about/
https://afatl.com/
https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/mayor-s-office/executive-offices/office-of-international-affairs

