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Inferencing Jones Sample Page: Inspiration in Baseball This is a sample page from 
CriticalThinking.com (part of the Inferencing Jones Beginner book) and is a great example of 
helping students think critically about a text and answer questions. Consider having students work 
together in pairs to read, discuss, and analyze the questions before answering each one. The 
discussions students will have allow for alternate viewpoints and a deeper understanding of the 
text, especially where personal knowledge is needed to provide a rationalization. The answers: (1) 
T, 9; (2) U, we are not told what Jim thought about basketball; (3) T, 7; (4) d; (5) 4, 1, 3, 2; (6) b; (7) 
c; (8) d; (9) d; (10) PT, 17; (11) PF, 17. There is also an Inference Jones Beginning App Lite 
available for Apple (iPad and iPhone) and Android.  
 

 
Think about the characters in the books we have read. Brainstorm a list of problems or challenges 
the characters have. Use the engineering design process to create a solution for one of the 
problems. Will it be a new invention? An adaptation to something that already exists? Will the 
character need to adapt his thinking and consider things from a different perspective?  
 
Breakout EDU (You can sign up for a free game if you do not have an account.) A Visit to the 
Forest Preserve: Using details to develop settings, experiences, characters, events (including 
dialogue). Digital Breakout games are an easy way to challenge students to collaborate, use critical 
thinking, and communication to “breakout” (like an escape room concept, but everything is digital). 
If this is your students’ first experience with a Breakout Challenge, you may need to be prepared to 
give hints to help guide students. I find the best hints are questions to make them think more. Allow 
the students time to struggle before providing a hint. I encourage students to use the back of their 
recording sheet to write down solutions they try. Oftentimes, they will figure out the answer by 
working through what does not work. (Handout on p. 3) 
 

 
Set up a FREE account for your students on Pixton. Once students create a bitmoji-like character 
(10 minutes), they can then create comics to depict or explain vocabulary words. Then take it to the 
next level and have students create a comic strip to summarize a reading passage, including some 
direct quotes.  

 

https://bartowk12ga-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/robin_morrow_bartow_k12_ga_us/ETOmI5eSVNBHgfXHE8mr2wMBMH-ADNi4fIKMZ9-q6Czakg?e=aqEwgD
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/inference-jones-beginning-lite/id1385942503
https://theworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/TheWorksMuseum_Engineering-Design-Process_Poster.pdf
https://www.breakoutedu.com/free-game
https://platform.breakoutedu.com/game/a-visit-to-the-forest-preserve
https://platform.breakoutedu.com/game/a-visit-to-the-forest-preserve
https://edu.pixton.com/educators/
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https://www.mensaforkids.org/achieve/excellence-in-reading/#:~:text=Mensa%20for%20Kids%27%20Excellence%20in%20Reading.%20To%20encourage,and%20get%20an%20Excellence%20in%20Reading%20T-shirt%2C%20too%21
https://www.mensaforkids.org/achieve/excellence-in-reading/#:~:text=Mensa%20for%20Kids%27%20Excellence%20in%20Reading.%20To%20encourage,and%20get%20an%20Excellence%20in%20Reading%20T-shirt%2C%20too%21
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You and your friend decide to go on a 
nature hike at the local forest preserve. 
There is a lot to see but you only have 
an hour before you must be home for 
dinner. Can you do all the activities you 
want in the short amount of time you 
have? 

What are some ways you can add more details to your settings, experiences, and/or 
characters in your writing? 

 

 
 

What’s the difference between indirect and direct characterization? Give an example. 

 


