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• Students who are advanced thinkers always want to know WHY. Videos will help students 

understand the “why” behind many of the topics in this unit. Show several and discuss with 
the class. 

• Have students conduct their own investigations to research which items float and which do 
not. Challenge them to research resources they could use to make non-floating objects float 
and test their ideas. 

• Have students create five senses graphic organizers to help add detailed information to their 

writing. Share a few objects that students can observe using their five senses. Some fun 
objects to explore include miniature pickles, giant marshmallows, small sugary drink bottles, 
blueberries, or popsicles.  Have student complete a chart. Then have students write 
informational pieces about the items they observed using their five senses. Challenge 
students to always think about their senses when adding details to their writing. 

• Have students practice creative writing by writing a “What does the Rock Say?” story. 
Challenge students to think like a rock and imagine some things they would say. Encourage 
students to think about how they could include some of the attributes of the rocks they 
observed during this unit. Record ideas on a chart. Then have students use their phrases in 
a story where the main character is a talking rock. 

• Make a list of the attribute words students use when describing sets of objects during this 
unit. Teach students that adjectives are describing words. Sort students’ words into parts of 
speech categories. Challenge each student to write a story using adjectives to describe the 
people, places, or things in his/her story. Model an example. Have students circle the 
adjectives they used in their stories. 
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• Like the items explored during the physical attributes investigations in this unit, gifted 
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students are unique as well. These investigations provide a great time to talk about and 
celebrate unique talents and differences among students. Some gifted students don’t feel 
like they fit in because they often think very differently than their peers. This unit provides a 
unique opportunity to celebrate what makes each of your students unique and special. 

• Be aware that some gifted students have sensory over-excitabilities. Students with sensory 
over-excitability receive more input from their senses than expected. This could show up as 
a strong reaction to sounds, light, and textures, or tastes. This reaction could be positive, or 
negative. Be sensitive to extreme reactions you may see from some students during sensory 
investigations throughout this unit. 


