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Provide infrastructure and supports for leaders,
teachers, and families to meet the whole child needs of
each student and improve student outcomes and school
climate resulting in increased quality of life and a
workforce ready future.

September 11, 2020 Email Blast

From Federal Programs - Division for Special
Education Services and Supports

Directors,

Thank you joining the Directors’ Webinar on Tuesday, September 8. You may
access the archived recording using the following link: Archived Recording
Link.

The State Board of Education approved the initiation of the Student Support
Team Rule 160-4-2-.32. You may access the proposed rulemaking, as well as,
other rules which may be applicable to students with disabilities using the
following link: Proposed Rulemaking.

Assistive Technology (AT) Partnership

Thank you for supporting the AT Partnership. Our first six months have resulted
in 139 Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) registered through the AT portal plus
GNETS and State Schools. Georgia has distributed 249,759 AT software
licenses to LEAs to support students with disabilities in the areas of reading,
math and writing for students with disabilities. Considering the AT portal opened
on February 24, the participation has been amazing!

As the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) and Tools for Life
collaborate in planning for the contract renewal, we need LEA assurances to let
us know if you plan to continue your participation or do not plan to be involved

https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/3645254190012774672
https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/State-Board-of-Education/Pages/Proposed-Rulemakings.aspx


in the AT Partnership. This information will assist in planning and budgeting as
we move forward. Just as a reminder, these services are provided to LEAs at
no cost.

Please complete the AT Partnership Assurance by September 18, 2020. Feel
free to contact Wina Low (wlow@doe.k12.ga.us) or Paula Gumpman
(pgumpman@doe.k12.ga.us) with any questions.

Link to AT Partnership Assurance: Assistive Technology (AT) Participation
Assurance.

Guidance Document

GaDOE has issued a consultation guide for the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act funding that has been allocated to districts.
Please review this guide. Beverly Strickland can be contacted about CARES
Act funding at Beverly.strickland@doe.k12.ga.us.

GaDOE CARES - SEA Reserve Consultation Guide

A state education Agency (SEA) may target ESSER SEA Reserve funds for a
specific purpose or population of students, in which case an LEA (on behalf of
public and private schools) would need to use the funds accordingly. The
Georgia Department of Education’s SEA Reserve subgrants should adhere to
the parameters listed below. Link to SEA Reserve Consultation Guide.

mailto:wlow@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:pgumpman@doe.k12.ga.us
https://form.jotform.com/202394595999073
mailto:Beverly.strickland@doe.k12.ga.us
https://shealy-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/carole_carr_doe_k12_ga_us/ETbIJQevVfZBupJI360_7vUBpdqF0sjfyuAyXRVd_TmJaw?e=B7oWZu




Warm regards, 
Zelphine Smith-Dixon, Ed.D., 
State Director, Division for Special Education Services and Supports
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Provide infrastructure and supports for leaders, teachers,
and families to meet the whole child needs of each
student and improve student outcomes and school
climate resulting in increased quality of life and a
workforce ready future.

September 18, 2020 Email Blast

From Federal Programs - Division for Special
Education Services and Supports

Directors,

The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) will be seeking a waiver from the
U.S. Department of Education (US ED) regarding the alternate assessment 1.0
percent participation cap put in place under the Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA). Prior to submitting the waiver, the GaDOE is seeking comments from
local education agencies (LEAs) and other education stakeholders.

In submitting the 1.0 percent participation cap waiver, the GaDOE is requesting
that US ED allow the State a year to further implement guidelines and
interventions to support LEAs in ensuring the appropriate administration of the
Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA). During the one-year waiver period, the
GaDOE’s offices of Special Education and Assessment and Accountability would
work collaboratively to ensure LEAs are provided the necessary support and
technical assistance.

Additional waiver details are available in the alternate assessment waiver public
notice. You may access the notice using the following link:Notice Attachment
Link: If you have any comments or questions pertaining to this waiver, please
send them to me by October 16, 2020.

Data and GO-IEP 
The Data and GO-IEP Team posted several updates for Full-time Equivalent

 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/Sp Ed homepg/Public Notice of ESSA Alternate Assessment Cap Waiver 2020-2021.pdf


(FTE) and the Special Education Applications Dashboard on the Data Collection
and Reporting page, Data Collection and Reporting, linked from the Special
Education Services and Supports webpage.

Please review the FTE documents posted at the link above and submit any
questions you have regarding FTE reporting to Dawn Kemp at
dkemp@doe.k12.ga.us. The Data and GO-IEP team will collaborate to answer all
your questions and provide responses. The team will also produce a document to
share the most frequently asked questions. In addition, a webinar will be
conducted on Monday, September 28, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. to provide FTE guidance
using your questions. FTE tips and suggestions will also be provided.

Please register at the link below for "Special Ed FTE Data Q & A":
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3263726953891298318.

Dyslexia Professional Learning Opportunities 
The GaDOE ELA team is committed to providing professional learning
opportunities that are customized to the needs of the teachers and leaders. In an
effort to increase our knowledge regarding dyslexia in Georgia, we are offering
several opportunities for educators to engage in professional learning.

If you need assistance, contact Franeka Colley at franeka.colley@doe.k12.ga.us.

Title: A Deep Dive into Dyslexia 
Presenter: Dr. Nora Schlesinger, Kennesaw State University 
Descriptor: This a 3-part series that will focus on better understanding dyslexia
intervention and the application of structured language (SL). Participants are
encouraged to attend all three sessions because the sessions build on one
another.

Session Date Time Registration 
1. November 6, 2020 7:00 pm Click Here 
2. November 9, 2020 7:00 pm Click Here 
3. November 13, 2020 7:00 pm Click Here

Title: The Cultural, Linguistic, and Socioeconomic Differences in the
Classroom: The Impact of Language Variation on Development 
Presenter: Dr. Julie Washington, Georgia State University 

1. Differences are not Deficits: Cultural, Linguistic, and Socioeconomic
Differences in the Classroom 
Focus: Recognizing and accepting the cultural, linguistic, and socioeconomic
richness of the children we serve and separating who they are from how they are

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Data-Presentations-Recordings-Documents.aspx
mailto:dkemp@doe.k12.ga.us
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3263726953891298318
mailto:franeka.colley@doe.k12.ga.us
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1-ATkdmwTJ1Kg1yIOVMCq95UNVRYV1JSSFcyQ0NVUUJITVk2UTQ1WUtYMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1-ATkdmwTJ1Kg1yIOVMCq95UNVRYV1JSSFcyQ0NVUUJITVk2UTQ1WUtYMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1-ATkdmwTJ1Kg1yIOVMCq95UNVRYV1JSSFcyQ0NVUUJITVk2UTQ1WUtYMi4u


doing. October 8, 2020 10:00 am Click Here

2. The Impact of Language Variation on Development: What do we Know 
Focus: Discussing the current understanding of the potential impact of linguistic
differences on language and reading outcomes of African American children
growing up in poverty. November 9, 2020 10:00 am Click Here

Check & Connect (An Evidence-based Intervention) 
Check & Connect is an intervention used with K-12 students who show early
warning signs of disengagement with school and who are at risk of dropping out.

At the core of Check & Connect is a trusting relationship between the student and
a caring, trained mentor who advocates and challenges the student to keep
education salient.

Students are referred to Check & Connect when they show warning signs of
disengaging from school, such as poor attendance, behavioral issues, and/or low
grades.

Georgia Learning Resources System (GLRS) are trained trainers. Training is
free. GLRS provides ongoing support to districts who are implementing Check &
Connect.

Contact your GLRS to schedule a training or find out more information. Currently
over 100 schools are implementing Check & Connect in Georgia.

Effingham County Shares Their Check & Connect Journey 
* Check & Connect Video 
* Check & Connect Resources 
* Check & Connect Flyer (PDF)

Parent to Parent Trainings 
Webinar: Georgia Medicaid & Katie Beckett Deeming Waiver 
Date: Tuesday, September 22 at 6:30 pm 
Click to Register: Link 
Facebook post for Parent Mentors to share: Link

Webinar: Sifting Through Parental Rights 
Date: Wednesday, September 23 at 6:30 pm 
Click to Register: Link

Warm regards, 
Zelphine Smith-Dixon, Ed.D., 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1-ATkdmwTJ1Kg1yIOVMCq95URjMyNDJDRUw1NUFRTEg2TlBXR1FQMTVIRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1-ATkdmwTJ1Kg1yIOVMCq95URjMyNDJDRUw1NUFRTEg2TlBXR1FQMTVIRi4u
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/SSIP/SS 2/Effingham County Shares Their Check and Connect Success.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D93gwDLLUic&feature=youtu.be
http://checkandconnect.umn.edu/resources.html
http://checkandconnect.umn.edu/docs/CC_Flyer-8_3_2020.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_s6qSEtSRTsOsoAcmpTTP_w
https://www.facebook.com/p2pga.org/photos/a.10150155292823845/10157846279748845
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__fvqEXbmTru6eOhBiOu1QA


Provide infrastructure and supports for leaders,
teachers, and families to meet the whole child needs of
each student and improve student outcomes and school
climate resulting in increased quality of life and a
workforce ready future.

September 28, 2020 Email Blast

From Federal Programs - Division for Special
Education Services and Supports

Directors,

On October 2, we will host a virtual Special Education Directors’ Forum and
prioritize engaging local leadership for a High Cost Grant Stakeholders
Meeting. We will discuss your feedback regarding how we might improve
the High Cost Grant process. If you would like the opportunity to complete the
survey, you may do so using the following link: High Cost Grant Stakeholder
Survey. If you have any questions, please contact your 
Budget District Liaison.

At least one special education director from each Georgia Learning Resources
System (GLRS) region should participate in the virtual forum. It is appropriate if
two to four directors would like to register and participate. You can register
using the following link: Directors’ Forum Registration Link.

Preschool Special Education Updates

In early October, the Child Outcome Summary (COS) Training Modules
developed by the Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) will be
available within the Professional Learning Opportunities (PLO) in the portal.
District leaders will be able to assign the modules to teachers and monitor
module completion. Teachers will receive a certificate of completion when they
have successfully completed each module.

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr17OlbQNGxFhEvLsPhP94wWxUNTdDWUdDRFc0WTM1UEREU0ZRRFRaUURXUi4u
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/Budget and Grant/2021 docs/Budget Map 9-25-2020.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7694461945862544909


Also, check the Preschool Special Education website for General Guidance,
COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions from ECTA, and the FY21 Preschool
Outcomes Template.

Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS) 2.0

Beginning in FY21, all kindergarten students, including those students
instructed using an alternate curriculum, will participate in the GKIDS 2.0
formative assessment. Universal and comprehensive supports in the GKIDS
2.0 formative assessment are not accommodations and should not be
documented as accommodations for state required testing in an Individualized
Education Program (IEP).

Students instructed using an alternate curriculum should have IEP
documentation of Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) eligibility and should be
reported as “YES” for GAA in FTE 1 and FTE 3. This information is used to
ensure that teachers are appropriately certified to instruct students using an
adapted curriculum. Improper reporting may result in in-field errors. Please see
the attachment for additional information.

GKIDS 2.0 Resource: Click Here

Special Education Dashboard Portal Applications Enhancements

Recently, the Division for Special Education hosted feedback sessions to
improve the Special Education Dashboard in the Georgia Department of
Education (GaDOE) portal. The dashboard has been updated to include many
enhancements. On September 23, the Division hosted a webinar for more than
200 attendees to demonstrate the new dashboard enhancements. If you were
unable to attend the demonstration, the link is posted on the following webpage:
Data Presentation, Recording, and Documents.

Warm regards, 
Zelphine Smith-Dixon, Ed.D., 
State Director, Division for Special Education Services and Supports
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https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Preschool-Special-Education.aspx
https://shealy-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/zelphine_smithdixon_doe_k12_ga_us/EU3b_VH9d85OsHzg42AIWmYBw9HChL25y8aRNfmIsQkD3w?e=Ah5B1k
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Data-Presentations-Recordings-Documents.aspx
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