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Adapted from Oklahoma Department of Education 



Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.

Indicator 6:
Environments
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Policy Statement on Inclusion of Children 
with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs

September 2015

• Sets an expectation for high-quality inclusion in 
early childhood programs

• Increasing public understanding of inclusion

• Highlighting the legal foundations supporting 
inclusion

• Providing recommendations for increasing 
inclusive early learning environments

• Identifying resources
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Preschool 
Least 

Restrictive 
Environment 

Dear 
Colleague 

Letter

• On January 9, 2017, the U. S. 

Department of Education released a 

Dear Colleague Letter  (DCL) 

regarding  the least restrictive 

environment (LRE) requirements of 

IDEA and preschool children.  

• DCL supersedes the 2012 Office of 

Special Education Programs (OSEP) 

DCL and provides additional 

information on reporting of 

educational environments and use of 

IDEA Part B funds for preschool 

children with disabilities.
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Least Restrictive Environment

• Office of Special Education Programs 
• Dear Colleague letter January 9, 2017

• Emphasizes the section 612(a)(5) requirement 

“maximum extent appropriate”…LRE provision does 
not distinguish between school- aged and preschool-
aged children and therefore, applies equally to all 
preschool children with disabilities.

• Variety of placement options are identified in section 618 
(a) with no distinction related to the student’s age

• LEAs are responsible for providing a continuum of 
placement options to preschool students
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• The LRE requirements of 
IDEA are applicable to all 
children with disabilities who 
are served under part B of the 
IDEA including preschool 
children with disabilities aged 
3-5. 

• LEAs must make available a 
full continuum of placements 
options.

• In selecting the LRE, IEP 
teams must also consider 
potential harmful effects on 
the child or on the QUALITY 
of services the child needs.
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Placement

• LEAs responsible for providing FAPE to 
a preschool child with a disability must 
ensure that FAPE is provided in the 
LRE, REGARDLESS of whether the LEA 
operates public preschool programs for 
children without disabilities.  

• Possible settings the promote an 
inclusive LRE include: regular pre-
kindergarten class, public or private 
preschool program, community-based 
child care facility or placement in 
another federal program like Head Start.

• If an LEA determines that private 
preschool is necessary for a child to 
receive FAPE, it must be made available 
at no cost to the parent.
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Service Delivery

3/23/2020 10

Regular Early Childhood Education Setting

Special Education Early Childhood Setting

Home

Service Provider Location 

Separate School 

Residential Setting 
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Data Reporting

Regular Early Childhood Program has a majority (at 
least 50%) of nondisabled children and includes: Head 
Start, Pre-Kindergarten, Public and Private Preschools 
and group child development centers or child care.

• Special Education services delivered in locations that 
remove the child from the opportunity to interact with 
nondisabled children including: 1:1 therapeutic 
settings, small groups of children with disabilities in 
another location in the building are not considered in 
the Regular Early Childhood Setting. 
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Use of IDEA Part B funds for 
preschool children with disabilities

LEAs must use IDEA funds to pay the excess 
costs of providing special education and related 
services for students with disabilities.

HOWEVER, the excess cost requirement does 
not prevent an LEA from using Part B funds to 
pay for ALL of the costs directly attributable to 
the education of children ages 3-5 if NO local or 
state funds are available for nondisabled 
children of these ages.  
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FY19 Early Childhood Settings 
Percentage Target Met Target?

A regular early childhood program 
and receiving majority of special 
education and related services in 
the regular early childhood program 

41.45 46.40 N

Separate special education class, 
separate school or residential facility

29.53 23.00 *N

Note: This setting should be below the target
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Indicator 7: Outcomes
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Reported Child Outcomes 

• States report data to Office of Special 

Education Programs (OSEP) in the US 

Department of Education annually on 3 child 

outcomes for Part C and Part B program:

1. Social Relationships

2. Use of knowledge and skills

3. Taking Action to meet needs     
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Progress Ratings

• Each child exiting preschool or turning 6 is rated in 

each outcome areas with one of the following: 

a) Did not improve functioning

b) Improved functioning but not sufficient to move 

nearer to functioning comparable to same-aged 

peers

c) Improved functioning to a level near to same-aged 

peers, but did not reach

d) Improved functioning to a level near to same-aged 

peers

e) Maintained functioning to a level compared to same 

aged peers
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Summary Statements

From the progress category data, two summary statements per 

outcome are calculated:

Summary Statement 1 is the percentage of children who made greater 

than expected growth. The summary statement is calculated from the 

progress categories in the following way: (c + d) / (a + b + c + d)

Summary Statement 2 is the percentage of children who exited at or 

above age expectations. The summary statement is calculated from the 

progress categories in the following way: (d + e) / (a + b + c + d + e)
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FY 19 Outcome Data

FY 18 Outcome 1
Positive Social-
Emotional Skills 

Outcome 2
Acquisition and  use 
of Knowledge and 
Skills

Outcome 3
Appropriate 
Behavior to Meet 
Needs

Summary Statement 
1

81.39 83.38 81.02

Summary Statement 
2

62.68 48.08 71.84
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FY19 Data and Targets 
Outcome 1

Positive Social-
Emotional Skills 

FY19
Data 

FY19
Target 

Met Target?

Summary Statement 
1

81.39 78.60 Y

Summary Statement 
2

62.68 61.80 Y
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FY19 Data and Targets 
Outcome 2

Acquisition and use 
of Knowledge and 
Skills

FY19
Data 

FY19
Target 

Met Target?

Summary 
Statement 

1

83.38 81.40 Y

Summary 
Statement 

2

48.08 37.20 Y
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FY19 Data and Targets 
Outcome 3

Appropriate 
Behavior to Meet 
Needs

FY19
Data 

FY19
Target

Met Target?

Summary Statement 
1

81.02 78.00 Y

Summary Statement 
2

71.84 72.00 N
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Consistent Practices Child Outcomes 
Summary
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Definition of Outcome Ratings
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Child Outcome Summary Form 
Supporting Evidence Section
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Outcome Summary Form Rating 
Section 
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Category Calculation Formula

Entry Rating (1-7) = _____

Exit Rating (1-7) = ____

Answer the question:
Was progress made since entry? Yes or No

OSEP Category= _______
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OSEP Reporting Categories
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http://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cos-calc.asp

http://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/cos-calc.asp
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Current Preschool Outcomes 
Template
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Conversion Table for Georgia 
Outcome Template
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COS Aligned Preschool Outcomes 
Template (Draft)

http://dasyonline.org/cos-osep-reporting

http://dasyonline.org/cos-osep-reporting
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Child Outcome Summary (COS)

• This free online learning module is designed to help early 
intervention and early childhood special education staff 
understand the Child Outcomes Summary process. There is a 
wealth of information contained in this module which is divided 
into sessions that can be completed at your own pace.

• https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8k8MRoa4doTjDHT

https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8k8MRoa4doTjDHT
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gadoe.org

Indicator 12:
Transition

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Did you know that Georgia has an MOU for our early 
intervention system? 
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MOU

• The MOU is an agreement that defines the 
collaboration between five entities that provide 
services to children with disabilities age birth – five 
years old:

• Georgia Department of Education 

• Georgia Department of Public Health- Part C Early 
Intervention Program (Babies Can’t Wait)

• Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early 
Care and Learning

• Georgia Head Start Association

• U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families, Region 
IV
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Part C vs Part B Responsibilities

Part B

1. Attend Part C Transition Conference

2. Conduct Part B eligibility evaluation

3. Develop and implement IEP prior to 
child’s 3rd birthday

Part C

1. LEA Notification

2.   Develop Transition Plan

3.  Coordinate Transition Conference

4.  Provide necessary documentation to 
LEA to assist in the Part B referral process
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Referral Process Information
• Helpful:

• Birth Certificate

• Recent passed hearing and vision screening

• Recent shot record

• Proof of residence
❖School districts, Head Start and BCW staff should work 

collaboratively to gather these documents prior to referral 
whenever possible to ensure a smooth transition. Referrals 
can be accepted if one of more of these items has not been 
obtained prior to the transition meeting.

• Required: 
• BCW provider data

• Current/recent evaluation information (BCW and Private 
Providers)
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Additional Referral Process 
Clarification

• Hearing and Vision Screenings
• IDEA: Sec. 300.304 Evaluation procedures

The child is assessed in all areas related to the 
suspected disability, including, if appropriate, health, vision, 
hearing, social and emotional status, general intelligence, 
academic performance, communicative status, and motor 
abilities;

Hearing and Vision Screenings are part of the 
evaluation, not a precursor. 

Consent to evaluate should not be provided contingent 
upon a passed hearing and vision screening.
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Dear Colleague Letter: Mills
5/2/19

• Question 1: Does a local educational agency 

(LEA) violate the procedural protections of 34 

C.F.R. § 300.503 by failing to either agree to 

conduct the assessment requested by a parent 

or guardian, or to deny that assessment, when 

it proposes to conduct a “screening” in the 

same area of suspected disability by different 

personnel? 
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Dear Colleague Letter: Mills
5/2/19

Answer: Under IDEA, written notice that meets the requirements of 34 C.F.R. §
300.503(b) must be given to the parents of a child with a disability a reasonable time 
before the public agency: (1) proposes to initiate or change the identification, 
evaluation, or educational placement of the child, or the provision of a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE) to the child; or (2) refuses to initiate or change 
the identification, evaluation, or educational placement of the child or the provision of 
FAPE to the child. 20 U.S.C. § 1415(b)(3) and 34 C.F.R. § 300.503(a). If a request for 
an evaluation has been made, the LEA must respond to the request through prior 
written notice, which includes among other content, an explanation of why the agency 
proposes or refuses to take the action. If the LEA believes an evaluation is not 
necessary because the child is not suspected of having a disability, it must issue 
written notice to the parent explaining why it is refusing to evaluate the child. If the 
LEA believes an evaluation is necessary, it must also issue a prior written notice. In 
the case of an initial evaluation, after receiving parental consent, the LEA must 
complete the evaluation within the 60-day timeframe (or, if the State has an 
established timeframe, within that timeframe) in accordance with 34 C.F.R. §
300.301(c). There is nothing in IDEA that would prohibit a State educational agency 
(SEA) or LEA from implementing screening procedures to determine if a child is 
suspected of having a disability. The use of screening procedures, however, may not 
be used to delay or deny an evaluation for special education and related services. 
See OSEP Letter to Torres (April 7, 2009).1 Therefore, referring a child for screening 
after a request for an evaluation has been made does not replace the evaluation and 
does not alleviate the public agency’s responsibility to issue a prior written notice that 
meets the requirements described above.
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Helpful Resources
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National Resources
• Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) = 

http://ectacenter.org/decrp/

• Division for Early Childhood of the Council for 

Exceptional Children (DEC) = https://www.dec-

sped.org/

• National Association for the Education of Young 

Children(NAEYC) = https://www.naeyc.org/

• National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations 

(NCPMI) = https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/

http://ectacenter.org/decrp/
https://www.dec-sped.org/
https://www.naeyc.org/
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Did you know?
Join CEC for Free!

• CEC is opening its doors to the special education 

community in need of resources. Nonmembers of CEC 

can receive a free basic membership from now through 

May 31 by using the promotional code "CECED60." This 

will give you access to all of CEC's journal articles, 

member discounts on events, and access to CEC's 

online membership community where you can ask 

questions and receive support from special educators, 

administrators and support personnel. Join Now!

❖ This slide was provided for informational purposes and 

is not an endorsement of the organization. 

https://cec.sped.org/membership
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Important  Georgia  Websites 
Related to Young Children 

• Babies Can’t Wait (BCW) = 

https://dph.georgia.gov/Babies-Cant-Wait

• Department of Early Care  and Learning 

(DECAL) = http://decal.ga.gov/

• Georgia Head Start Association = 

https://georgiaheadstart.org/

https://dph.georgia.gov/Babies-Cant-Wait
http://decal.ga.gov/
https://georgiaheadstart.org/
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School Closure Resource Links 

• DECAL=http://gelds.decal.ga.gov/Resources.asp

x

• ECTA= 

https://ectacenter.org/topics/disaster/coronavirus.

asp

http://gelds.decal.ga.gov/Resources.aspx
https://ectacenter.org/topics/disaster/coronavirus.asp
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DECAL Approved 
Free Online Training

• Preschool special education teachers can take 

online training courses that are approved by 

the Georgia Department of Early Care and 

Learning. There are 7 courses designed for 

preschool teachers. To review the program 

and sign up visit the following link: 

https://app.coxcampus.org/#!/courses?track=5

50c77f53637011100ce3cd4

https://app.coxcampus.org/#!/courses?track=550c77f53637011100ce3cd4
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State Resources

• GaDOE Website = https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-

Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-

Services/Pages/Preschool-Special-Education.aspx

• Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards 

(GELDS) = http://gelds.decal.ga.gov/

• PBIS Early Learning = 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-

Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/PBIS-

Early-Learning.aspx

• Parent to Parent of Georgia = http://p2pga.org/

• Signals Webinars = https://namiga.org/signalswebinars/

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Preschool-Special-Education.aspx
http://gelds.decal.ga.gov/
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/PBIS-Early-Learning.aspx
http://p2pga.org/
https://namiga.org/signalswebinars/
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Technical Assistance FY20

• Teacher and Para training – GELDS postponed

• Teacher and Para training - Pyramid Model 
postponed

• Webinar - Child Outcome Summary Process 
(coming soon)

• Regional meetings - Early Childhood 
Leadership Forums postponed

• Work group - Child Outcome Summary Data 
postponed
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EDUCATING 

GEORGIA’S FUTURE

www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/georgiadeptofed
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Micole Atkins Talley, Ed.D.
Special Education Preschool/619 Coordinator
Division for Special Education Services
Georgia Department of Education
1870 Twin Towers East
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE Atlanta, Georgia 
30334-5010
Office:404-656-3066
Cell Phone: 404-695-2126
mtalley@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:mtalley@doe.k12.ga.us

