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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Ten years have passed since the Charter Schools Act of 1998 allowed the creation 

of start-up charter schools in Georgia.  Since that time, the charter sector in Georgia has 

expanded considerably, bringing new public school options to thousands of Georgia 

children and their families.  Georgia continued its charter expansion in 2008, while 

redoubling its efforts to ensure that charter schools meet rigorous student achievement 

goals.  In 2008, 17 new charter schools opened their doors, the largest annual increase in 

operational charter schools since the Charter Schools Act was signed into law in 1993.  In 

addition to these 17 new schools, Georgia also awarded its first system-wide charters to 

four school districts, which collectively have 25 schools that are now charter system 

schools.  Including these new charter system schools, the current number of charter 

schools in Georgia is 113, roughly twice the number of charter schools Georgia had just 

two years ago.  As in 2007, charter enrollment is up across the board, as Georgia parents 

increasingly view charter schools as viable and attractive public educational options for 

their children.   

 

This increased growth and interest was reflected in new legislation as well.  

During the 2008 legislative session, the General Assembly passed four significant charter 

initiatives, including the Georgia Charter Schools Commission Act and the Public 

Charter School Capital Financing Act.  The Commission Act creates a single purpose, 

seven-member state level commission with the power to authorize charter schools.  This 

Commission will begin its work in 2009 and promises to usher in a new era of 

authorization in Georgia.  Other significant legislation enacted during 2008 allows start-

up charter school teachers to participate in the State Health Benefits Plan and creates a 

new grant program that provides financial incentives for donations to charter schools for 

facilities needs.  While the Department of Education (“Department”) is pleased by this 

increased focus on chartering, our principal goal remains providing high-quality, 

innovative educational opportunities for students through quality chartering, with a 

special emphasis on serving those students who are not succeeding in their traditional 

schools.  This Annual Report includes reports on each charter school active in the 2007-

2008 school year, as well as a comprehensive Executive Summary that aggregates 

individual school data into a statewide picture of charter schools.    

  

I. Charter Schools in Georgia 

  

The number of charter schools in Georgia has climbed steadily since the first 

three schools opened in 1995, two years after the Georgia charter school law passed in 

1993.  Since 1998, the first year start-up charter schools were allowed under Georgia law, 

charter schools have increased in visibility and prominence, becoming a fixture in school 

improvement efforts across Georgia.  During the 2007-2008 school year, the number of 

operational charter schools in Georgia grew to 71.  In the current 2008-2009 school year, 

Georgia has 113 operational charter schools.   

 



5 

 

 
 

Charter school student enrollment for 2007-2008 totaled 33,229 students, a 

significant increase over the 2006-2007 school year.  More significant, the number of 

students enrolled in charter schools in Georgia has increased dramatically over time, 

nearly doubling in the last three years.   

 

 

 
 

While the Department is pleased that parents are increasingly choosing charter 

schools to educate their children, we are not focused on mere growth.   Instead, the 

Charter Division’s focus is curricular innovation that meets the needs of Georgia’s public 

school students and results in measurable student achievement gains.  To the extent this 
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process can be accelerated through an increase in the number of charter schools in 

Georgia, the Department will continue to view charter growth as a complementary goal.  

 

These two goals – providing high-quality, innovative educational opportunities 

and growing the number of students served in charter schools – are, in many respects, 

mutually reinforcing.  As charter school opportunities increase, more students will benefit 

from access to the innovative curricular approaches available in charter schools.   

 

II. Charter School Characteristics and Demographics 

 
 Charter Schools in Georgia are varied in both type and focus.  Georgia law 

authorizes five distinct types of charter schools:  Start-up Charter Schools; LEA Start-up 

Charter Schools;  Conversion Charter Schools; State Chartered Special Schools; and 

System Charter Schools.  (See Appendix A for a definition of each type of school.)  In 

addition, several hybrid models are also authorized under law, including, for example, 

career academy charter schools (a start-up charter school, often with a dual enrollment, 

career/technical curriculum) and cluster charter schools (a conversion high school and all 

its feeder middle and elementary schools chartered together).   

 

 When the Georgia Charter School Act (“Act”) was first enacted in 1993, it only 

authorized conversion schools.  Consequently, all charter schools in Georgia were 

conversion charter schools until 1998, when the Act was amended to allow for start-up 

charter schools.  Since that time, the trend has been toward an increasing number of start-

up charter schools, either conventional start-up charter schools or LEA start-up charter 

schools.  In the past few years, the pace of this trend has accelerated and during the 2007-

2008 school year 46 (65%) of all charter schools in Georgia were either start-up charter 

schools or LEA start-up charter schools.  In particular, Georgia has experienced increased 

interest in LEA start-up charter schools over the past year as districts have begun to 

realize the benefits to be gained by chartering their own new schools.   
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State Charter (4), 6%

Conversion (21), 30%

Start-up (32), 45%

LEA Start-up 
(14), 20%

2007-2008 Charter Schools By Type
Total of 71 Schools

 
 Charter schools are typically smaller than traditional public schools.  The majority 

of charter schools have fewer than 500 students total, and a substantial number of charter 

schools are even smaller, with fewer than 250 students enrolled.  In fact, during the 2007-

2008 school year, eight charter schools in Georgia enrolled fewer than 100 students.  In 

many cases, this allows charter schools to maintain smaller class sizes than typically 

found in traditional public schools.  These smaller class sizes have been a major incentive 

for parents choosing to send their students to charter schools, a point highlighted by 

numerous parents who attended the Charter Division’s visits to charter schools across the 

State over the past year.  Moreover, the relatively small size of charter schools in Georgia 

aligns with the national movement toward smaller learning academies, which has been 

promoted in recent years by large philanthropic groups and foundations as a way to 

improve public education generally.   
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 Charter school students are not evenly distributed among Georgia school districts.  

In fact, the four districts with the largest number of charter schools – Cobb County 

Schools, DeKalb County Schools, Fulton County Schools, and Atlanta Public Schools – 

authorize almost half the charter schools in the State.  These four districts also have the 

largest share of charter school enrollment, enrolling approximately 65% of all charter 

school students statewide.  (The charter schools in these four districts tend to be 

significantly larger than charter schools in other districts across the State.)  In fact, the 

largest single bricks-and-mortar charter school, with an enrollment of 2,629 students, is 

Walton High School in Cobb County.      
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In terms of gender and racial composition, charter schools in Georgia are equally likely to 

enroll female students and are somewhat more likely to enroll racial minorities.  In fact, 

when multiracial students are included, racial minorities comprise 60% of all charter 

school students, compared to 54% statewide:  43% of charter schools students are 

African-American (compared to the statewide average of 38%);  9% are Hispanic 

(compared to 10% statewide); 4% are Asian (compared to 3% statewide); and 4% are 

multiracial (compared to 3% statewide). 
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39%

43%

9%

4% 4%

46%

38%

10%

3% 3%

White % Black % Hispanic % Asian % Multiracial %

Racial Composition of Georgia's Charter Schools

Charter Schools State of Georgia

 
 

 Finally, students who qualify for free and reduced lunch (“FRL”) are 

overrepresented in charter schools.  During the 2007-2008 school year, 60% of students 

enrolled in charter schools were FRL qualified compared to 51% for students statewide.  

These figures are particularly significant in light of the claim that charter schools tend to 

“skim” more affluent students from traditional public schools.  The data from Georgia, 

which is consistent with nationwide trends, shows that charter schools, on average, enroll 

a population that is less affluent than attends traditional public schools.   

 

 Moreover, when the free lunch data is disaggregated from the reduced lunch data, 

it becomes clear that charter schools are even more likely to serve students that are in 

poverty.  Under federal guidelines, students qualify for free lunch when their family has 

income up to 130% of the federal poverty level and for reduced lunch when their family 

has income up to 185% of the federal poverty level.  For illustration, a student from a 

family of three during the 2007-2008 school year qualified for free lunch with a family 

income of $22,880 or less, compared to $32,560 or less for reduced lunch.  As illustrated 

below, 60% of charter school students statewide qualified for free or reduced lunch in 

2007-2008.  The comparable rate for traditional public schools was 51%.  When free 

lunch qualified students are separated from reduced price lunch, it becomes clear that 

charter school students tend to be relatively more economically disadvantaged:  53% of 

all Georgia charter school students qualified for free lunch, compared to 42% of 

traditional public school students who qualified for free lunch.     
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53%

7%

60%

42%

9%

51%

Free Reduced Free/Reduced

Free and/or Reduced Lunch Participation

Charter Schools Georgia

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Charter School Student Performance 

 

 The question of whether charter school students outperform students enrolled in 

traditional public schools is the subject of increasingly rancorous debate, in Georgia and 

nationwide.  In point of fact, the real issue – whether students enrolled in charter schools 

performed better than they would have performed had they attended traditional public 

schools – is difficult to answer because once students enroll in a charter school there is no 

baseline to determine how well they would have done had they stayed in traditional 

public schools.   

 

 Because of this difficulty, researchers use a number of methods to approximate 

presumed student performance, including controlling for certain factors known to impact 

student performance; conducting trend analysis showing whether student achievement 

accelerates the longer one is enrolled in a charter school; and using matched pair analysis 

where charter school students are matched with similar students who remain in traditional 

public schools and their performance is tracked over time.  All of these approaches have 

their limitations, but they provide some useful data to determine the educational 

effectiveness of charter schools. 

 

The following analysis of test scores is separated into three sections:  (A) 

Adequate Yearly Progress data; (B) high school graduation rate comparisons; and (C) 

standardized test results.  A review of each of these areas reveals that charter schools in 
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Georgia, on average, have generally outperformed traditional public schools, both in 

absolute and relative achievement terms, with the exception of AYP figures, where 

charter schools made AYP at a somewhat lower rate than traditional public schools in 

2008.  

 

A. Adequate Yearly Progress Comparisons 

   

Adequate yearly progress (“AYP”) is a relative achievement measure that 

determines whether a school’s test scores have improved from year to year in various 

subject areas and grade levels.  It does not currently allow for a comparison of cohorts as 

they move through grades (e.g., by measuring, for instance, the same class of students 

from year to year), however, so figures compare one group of students to another group 

of students.  Nevertheless, AYP figures provide an overview of whether a school is 

improving from year to year, at least as measured by succeeding grades of students. 

 

In 2008, Georgia charter schools made adequate yearly progress (“AYP”) at a rate 

slightly lower than traditional public schools.  This is a reversal of the trend over the past 

three years, during which time charter schools made AYP at a higher rate than traditional 

public schools.  In 2008, 77% of charter schools made AYP, compared to 80% of 

traditional public schools.  In 2007, 85% of Georgia charter schools made AYP, 

compared to 82% of traditional public schools.  In large measure, the decrease in charter 

school AYP rates this year was caused by several struggling schools that decided to use 

chartering as a school improvement strategy, an approach we have encouraged among 

our schools.  Two of these schools, Dooly County High School in Dooly County and 

Murphy Charter Middle School in Richmond County, made progress toward making 

AYP, but still fell short of the bar.  It remains to be seen whether the charter mechanism 

will assist struggling conversion schools in making AYP in future years.  In addition, 

Georgia law now allows the SBOE to grant flexibility contracts for entire systems, which 

may well increase the number of conversion schools in the coming years that charter as a 

school improvement initiative.  

 

Of the fifteen charter schools that did not make AYP in 2008, five are in needs 

improvement status, while eight of them failed to make AYP for the first time.  (One of 

the schools that did not make AYP in 2008 was not renewed, effectively terminating the 

charter.)  Of the fifteen schools that failed to make AYP, six of them made AYP in all but 

one indicator, suggesting that these schools may well make AYP next year by improving 

student performance among one subgroup or on one indicator. 
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88%
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80%
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Charter Schools State

 
 

 

 

 B. State High School Graduation Rates 

 

 Georgia charter high school graduation rates continued to outpace those from 

traditional public schools, continuing a trend from previous years.  In 2008, 85% of 

students in charter high schools graduated, compared to 75% statewide.  It is worth 

noting that two high schools – Walton High School in Cobb County and Chamblee High 

School in DeKalb County, both of which have relatively high graduation rates – make up 

a disproportionate number of Georgia charter high school students.   
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 C. Standardized Test Results  

  1. CRCT Scores 

  

 Turning to standardized test results, the data reveal that Georgia charter school 

student performance has improved in most areas over time.  The following figures depict 

the performance on the Criterion Referenced Competency Test (“CRCT”)1 in a variety of 

content areas over a three-year span.  The subjects listed include Social Studies, Reading, 

English/Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science.  Comparison scores for all students 

enrolled in traditional public schools are provided as well.   

 

 In the majority of content areas, charter school student performance met or 

exceeded the performance of public school students generally.  In most cases, charter 

school students’ outperformance was relatively modest:  one percentage point in Reading, 

English/Language Arts, and Social Studies.  In Mathematics and Science, however, 

traditional public schools outperformed charter schools by two and one percentage points, 

respectively.  This is especially notable given the trends over time.  In 2005, for instance, 

traditional public school students’ average performance in several content areas exceeded 

that of students enrolled in charter schools.  By 2007, however, Georgia charter school 

students outperformed traditional public school students in every CRCT content area 

except Science, where the two groups of students performed at the same proficiency rate.  

                                                 
1 The CRCT test is administered in grades 1 – 8, while the Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT) 

is administered to high school students. 
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The significance of these trends should not be overstated, however, because the overall 

differences were only a matter of a few percentage points.   

 

 

87% 89%
92%

85% 87%
91%

2006 2007 2008

Students Passing Reading CRCT 

Charter schools average State average

 

 

85%
88% 88%

83%
86% 87%

2006 2007 2008

Students Passing English/Language Arts CRCT

Charter schools average State average
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78%

69% 69%

77%

69% 70%

2006 2007 2008

Students Passing Science CRCT

Charter schools average State average

  

89% 88%
83%

88% 87%
82%

2006 2007 2008

Students Passing Social Studies CRCT 

Charter schools average State average
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83% 81%
76%

82% 80% 78%

2006 2007 2008

Students Passing Math CRCT

Charter schools average State average

 

   

  2.  GHSGT Scores 

 Student performance on the Georgia High School Graduation Test reveals a more 

dramatic story.  As with the CRCT, the GHSGT data reveal that Georgia charter school 

student performance has improved in most areas over time.  The following figures depict 

the performance on the GHSGT in a variety of content areas over a three-year span.  The 

subjects listed include Social Studies, English/Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science.  

Comparison scores for all students enrolled in traditional public schools are provided as 

well.   

 

 In all four content areas, charter school student performance exceeded the 

performance of public school students generally.  For instance, on the Social Studies 

section of the GHSGT, 90% of charter school students met or exceeded expectations, 

compared to 87% for traditional public school students.  Likewise, on the 

English/Language Arts section of the GHSGT, 93% of charter school students met or 

exceeded expectations.  The comparable number for traditional public school students 

was 90%.  In the other two content areas – Science and Mathematics – the differences in 

performance were 2% and 1%, respectively.  

 

 These numbers are more impressive when one looks at the trend data over time.  

In 2004, charter school students scored lower than traditional public school students on 

every content area of the GHSGT.  In contrast, by 2008 charter school students has a 
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higher pass rate than traditional public school students on every content area of the 

GHSGT. 

 

92% 92% 90%
86% 87% 87%

2006 2007 2008

Students Passing GHSGT - Social Studies

Charter schools average State average

 
 

 

 

98% 98%
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Charter schools average State average
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 The preceding data compares charter schools’ overall student averages against the 

overall state averages.  Because charter school students typically enroll in a local school 

within an existing school district, state averages are limited in their ability to make 

accurate local comparisons.  Another way to examine the data is by asking whether 

charter school students in a given district performed better than other public school 

students in that same district.  One way to examine this question is to determine the 

percentage of charter school students who either meet or exceed standards and compare 

that to the average for the district in which the charter school is located.   

 

 The following two charts depict the percentage of charter school students who 

either (1) meet and/or exceed state standards or (2) exceed state standards, as compared 

to the average for the district in which the charter is located.  The second prong of this 

analysis is designed to focus on Georgia’s goal of using chartering to provide high-

quality, innovative educational opportunities that result in sustained student achievement 

growth.  Somewhat understandably, data analyses typically join the “meets and exceeds” 

rates when comparing student performances.  Separating out the “exceeds” rate from the 

“meets” rate allows one to determine how many students are performing at the highest 

level, a useful data point for identifying best practices among charter schools.  

  

  

71%

61%
65%

55%

CRCT - Math CRCT - Reading/ELA E-GHSGT - Math E-GHSGT - ELA

Percentage of Charter Schools Whose Meets + Exceeds Rate 
is Greater Than or Equal to the District's Rate
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51%
47%

65%

72%

CRCT - Math CRCT - Reading/ELA E-GHSGT - Math E-GHSGT - ELA

Percentage of Charter Schools Whose Exceeds Rate 
is Greater Than or Equal to the District's Rate

 

 As these figures illustrate, when viewed at the district level by meets and/or 

exceeds rate, charter school students outperform students in traditional public schools on 

all four measures:  CRCT Mathematics; CRCT Reading/English Language Arts; GHSGT 

Mathematics; and GHSGT English Language Arts.  Tellingly, this pattern holds at the 

high school level when only the exceeds rate is examined, indicating that the cohort of 

highest performing charter high school students outperforms the cohort of highest 

performing traditional public high school students from the same district.  On the CRCT 

tests, however, charter schools slightly underperform the relevant district average among 

the highest-scoring cohort of students on the Reading/ELA CRCT, in which case only 

47% of charter schools have a proficiency rate higher than the district average.  In sum, 

the exceeds performance gap is particularly pronounced at the high school level, 

suggesting that charter high schools perform at higher proficiency levels than charter 

elementary and middle schools. 

 

 This comparison, while certainly more useful than statewide averages, is also 

somewhat limited by several relevant factors.  First, in several Georgia districts, charter 

school demographics vary quite dramatically from the overall demographics of the 

district in which the charter school is located.  For instance, a charter school might enroll 

a much higher proportion of English language learners or students with disabilities than 

the district generally.  Comparing such schools to the overall district performance without 

controlling for relevant variables that affect student achievement might confound the 

analysis.  Likewise, traditional public schools tend to enroll students from a specific 
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attendance zone drawn adjacent to the school itself.  While some charter schools utilize 

this model, a far higher proportion of charter schools have county-wide attendance zones 

and some even enroll a substantial number of students from neighboring counties, in 

which case the comparison to the county performance in which the school is located can 

be inapt.    

 

 A finer level of detail is provided by comparing the percentage of charter school 

students who either meet or exceed standards to the neighboring school to which the 

charter schools’ students would otherwise be zoned.  This largely controls for the first 

challenge noted above because it locates the charter school within a specific portion of 

the district, likely the areas from which the charter school will enroll the majority of its 

students. After all, Georgia parents and students are not selecting among a composite 

statewide school, a composite district-wide school, and their zoned school.  Instead, they 

are selecting between a specific traditional public school to which the student is zoned 

and a charter option.  In most respects, this is the best comparison to answer the question 

of how charter schools perform. 

 

 A review of this comparison demonstrates that the majority of charter schools 

outperform the two closest comparison schools.  For purposes of this analysis, 

comparison schools were defined as the two schools with the same grade span that are 

geographically closest to the charter school and are in the same school district.   

 

76%

61%

66%

72%

CRCT - Math CRCT - Reading/ELA E-GHSGT - Math E-GHSGT - ELA

Percentage of Charter Schools Whose 2007 Meets + Exceeds Rate 
is Greater Than the Two Surrounding Schools
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IV. Support for Charter Schools 

 

During the 2007-2008 school year, the Department continued its commitment to 

charter schools and Georgia’s charter school achievements were recognized on several 

fronts.   

 

At its annual meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana, the National Association of 

Charter School Authorizers presented Georgia with the Improving Policy award for 

Georgia’s work to promote quality authorizing.  This award recognized the work of State 

Superintendent Kathy Cox, Lieutenant Governor Casey Cagle, House Majority Whip Jan 

Jones, and the Charter Schools Division, all of whom worked on efforts to expand the 

charter model over the past year.  The Department also continues to administer the 

federal charter school program grant, awarded in the amount of $17,010,000 in 2007 

from the U.S. Department of Education, to fund implementation grants for new charter 

schools to cover start-up costs.   

 

In addition, the State Board of Education (“SBOE”) and the Department worked 

together to implement legislative changes enacted by the General Assembly during the 

2007 and 2008 legislative session.  Under the new Charter Systems Act, an entire system 

may be granted charter status, provided the system implements school level governance, 

which may include, among other things, school-level control over resource allocation, 

personnel decisions, and curriculum innovation.  To support the new charter systems, the 

legislature also created the Charter Advisory Committee, a nine-member state-level 

advisory board charged with working with systems on charter proposals and studying 

charter issues for recommendation to the General Assembly.  The Department is also in 

the process of establishing the Charter Schools Commission, a new single-purpose state 

authorizer that will begin authorizing schools in 2009.   

    

Division staff continue to provide support to charter schools before, during, and 

after the petition process.  The charter web pages and print workshop materials were 

updated and expanded and now include application templates designed to make the 

process more transparent.  The Department also redoubled its efforts to provide ongoing 

technical assistance to districts, charter petitioners, and charter operators, including, 

among other things: 

 

 Conducting required charter school training for all new charter school principals 

and governing board chairs, including governance training, curriculum review, 

and direction on the utilization of state and federal grants; 

 

 Holding authorizer accountability workshops in partnership with the National 

Association of Charter School Authorizers and statewide education organization 

leaders; 

 

 Giving presentations to multiple local school boards on charter petition review; 
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 Hosting charter petition and grant workshops for those interested in opening a 

charter school; 

  

 Creating multiple templates to assist in the preparation of charter petitions and all 

grant applications; 

 

 Conducting multiple workshops for charter schools throughout the year, including 

participation in the Georgia Charter School Association’s Annual Conference; 

 

 Beginning a school improvement initiative to work directly with those schools 

that have not made AYP; and  

 

 Creating an initiative designed to assist charter schools in accessing potential 

sources of facilities funding. 

 

 Institutionally, the Department has continued its commitment to charter schools.  

In 2004, the SBOE created three committees, one of which focuses solely on charter 

schools.  The Charter Schools Committee meets monthly and provides a forum for 

petitioners, authorizers, parents, practitioners, and other stakeholders to discuss charter 

school issues.  During the 2007-2008 school year, the Charter Committee continued to 

meet monthly to discuss issues of common concern to charter schools.   

   

 The SBOE and the Department are not alone in their commitment to charter 

schools.  Georgia’s General Assembly has recognized the importance of charter schools 

to the state system of public education, particularly in the area of facilities funding.  In 

2004, the Georgia legislature created a charter school facilities fund to assist charter 

schools in the acquisition, renovation, and use of school facilities, a dire need among 

charter petitioners.  In 2005, the legislature appropriated $450,000 for this fund; in 2006, 

this amount was increased to $950,000; in 2007, this amount was increased to 

$2,200,000, with a special earmark for state chartered special schools; and in 2008, in a 

particularly difficult budget environment, the legislature continued the $2,200,000 

appropriation.  While this remains a relatively modest appropriation in light of the 

dramatic facilities needs of Georgia charter schools, it signals a willingness by the 

Georgia legislature to ameliorate some of the facilities challenges faced by petitioners.   
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Appendix A 
 

Charter Types 

 

There are four types of charter schools in Georgia: 

 

1. Conversion:  a charter school that existed as a local school prior to becoming a 

charter school.  To apply as a conversion, a majority of the faculty and 

instructional staff members and a majority of parents or guardians of students 

enrolled in the petitioning school must vote by secret ballot to apply for a charter. 

 

2. Start-up:  a charter school created by a petition brought forth by private 

individuals, private organizations, or a state or local public entity. 

 

3. Local Educational Agency (LEA) Start-up:  a start-up charter school created by 

submission of a petition by the LEA to the local school board. 

 

4. State Chartered Special School:  a charter school created as a special school that is 

operating under the terms of a charter between the charter petitioner and the 

SBOE.  Petitioners may apply to become a state chartered special school if their 

petition is first denied by the local board and they apply for state chartered special 

school status to the SBOE.  Conversion charter school petitioners may not apply 

to be state chartered special schools. 

 

5. System Charter School:  a conversion charter school that is within an LEA 

granted system charter status by the SBOE.   

 

 Four of the five types of charter schools in Georgia – conversions, start-ups, LEA 

start-ups, and system charter schools – are under the management and control of the local 

board, with the SBOE as a third party to the contract.  Only state chartered special 

schools are under the management and control of the SBOE.  Also, start-ups, LEA start-

ups, and state chartered special schools are all created as new schools and cannot be 

existing public schools.  Only conversion charter schools and system charter schools may 

be previously existing public schools.   
 
Testing History 

 

 In 2000, the State instituted the first year of the state assessment, the Criterion 

Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT), to grades four, six, and eight. Spring 2002 and 

2004 marked the first operational administrations in all grades, which includes English/ 

Language Arts, Mathematics, and Reading in grades 1 through 8.  Science and Social 

Studies are covered in grades 3 through 8. 

 

Academic Data 
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 From the academic data available on Georgia’s public schools, this Report 

highlights the most useful.  To look at progress over time, this Report includes 

standardized test scores for each charter school, its local district, and the state.  This 

selection of data allows readers to compare the charter school’s achievement level to the 

local district and the State as well as to compare the charter school’s rate of improvement 

to the local district and the state.   Further disaggregated data can be found for each 

charter school on the Governor’s Office of Student Achievement website 

(www.gaosa.org).    

 

Demographic Data 

 

 In order to determine whether charter schools reflect the demographics of their 

community, the demographics of the public schools in closest proximity to the charter 

school were examined, and these comparison demographics are included in each charter 

school’s report.  All demographic information was gathered from the 2006-2007 

Governor’s Office of Student Achievement Report Card and from the Georgia 

Department of Education's AYP/NCLB data. 

 

Progress Towards Goals and Financial Audit  

 

 For locally approved charter schools, information on goals and the financial audit 

was provided by each charter school.  This Report also contains information about the 

financial condition of each charter school, including whether each school had a surplus at 

the end of the reporting period and how much each school spent on facilities costs.  

Charter schools’ progress towards the goals stated in their charters is important because, 

in conjunction with state and national accountability systems, charter schools are held 

accountable for meeting these goals. 

 

Acronyms 

  

 Throughout the report, a number of acronyms appear.  Among these are AYP or 

Adequate Yearly Progress; CRCT or Criterion Reference Competency Test; GHSGT or 

Georgia High School Graduation Test; GAEL or Georgia Association of Educational 

Leaders; GaDOE or Georgia Department of Education; SEA or State Educational 

Agency; LEA or Local Educational Agency; QBE or Quality Basic Education; NACSA 

or National Association of Charter School Authorizers; OPB or Office of Planning and 

Budget.                                                   

http://www.gaosa.org/
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ACADEMY OF LITHONIA CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Paulette Bolton, Richard Walls, 

Andrew Burks 

3235 Evans Mill Road 

Lithonia,  GA  30038 

678-526-9655 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2001-08-01 

Grades Served K-7 

Enrollment 483 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 40 
 

Mission 

To promote academic excellence; to nurture an entrepreneurial spirit; and to foster a 

sense of self-respect and compassion for others. We will accomplish this mission by 

working cooperatively with families and communities. 

Demographics 

 Academy of 

Lithonia 

Charter 

School 

Stoneview 

Elementary 

School 

Marbut 

Elementary 

School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.4 1.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 549 893 859 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 0%         1%        0% 10% 46% 

Black 97% 90% 98% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 6% 0% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 0% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 2% 1% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 5% 0% 5% 4% 

Gifted 3% 0% 4% 11% 9% 

Special Education 4% 9% 4% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 20% 91% 57% 66% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No Yes No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The students will be better equipped to learn and implement practical every day life 

skills. The Academy's learning environment will foster the development of business 

minded youth. During the 2007-08 school year our students developed individual and 

classroom business plans. The entreprenuerial curriculum was infused into the core 

curriculum where applicable throughout the school year. In the spring of 2008 an 

Enterpreneurial Fair was held so that students could share their business plans, 

products and innovations with our parents, student body and comunity. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Seventy-nine percent of the students in grades 1-7 combined will meet or exceed 

expectations in Reading as measured by the Georgia Criterion Referenced 

Competency Test. Based on the results of the Spring 2008 CRCT, eighty percent of 

the students in grades 1-7 combined met or exceeded expectations in Reading. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Seventy-nine percent of the students in grades 1-7 combined will meet or exceed 

expectations in Language Arts as measured by the CRCT. Based on the results of the 

Spring 2008 CRCT, eighty-three percent of the students in grades 1-7 combined met 

or exceeded expectations in Language Arts. 

 

 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Goal 4 Description:  

Seventy-nine percent of the students in grades 1-7 combined will meet or exceed 

expectations in Mathematics as measured by the CRCT. Based on the results of the 

Spring 2008 CRCT, only fifty-three percent of the students in grades 1-7 combined 

met or exceeded expectations in Mathematics. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$759,414 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 



4 

 



5 

 



6 

 



7 

 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 



12 

 



13 
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ADDISON ELEMENTARY 
 

Contact Information 

Genie Byrd 

3055 Ebenezer Road 

Marietta,  GA  30066 

770-578-2700 

 

Basic Facts 

District Cobb 

Type Conversion 

Opened 1988-08-01 

Grades Served K-5 

Enrollment 598 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 55 
 

Mission 

Addison Elementary Staff assures our citizens literate, confident children who are 

interested in learning by providing a relevant curriculum facilitated by caring, lifelong 

learners in a safe child-centered environment. 

Demographics 

 Addison 

Elementary 

School 

Rocky 

Mount 

Elementary 

School 

Nicholson 

Elementary 

School 

Cobb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.6 1.6 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 565 574 514 106,673 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 61% 76% 63% 47% 46% 

Black 13% 8% 12% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 11% 5% 14% 15% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 6% 6% 4% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 8% 6% 6% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 6% 0% 11% 6% 4% 

Gifted 8% 10% 10% 11% 9% 

Special Education 15% 13% 13% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 25% 12% 28% 35% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Addison students will be at or above grade level in English Language Arts skills.  

According to the 2007 - 2008 CRCT AYP report, 96.2% of all Addison students met 

or exceeded standards in Reading/English/Language Arts.  All subgroups achieved 

AYP with exemplary results in Reading/English/Language Arts.  Additionally the 

economically disadvantaged students scored 96.7% for meets or exceed standards in 

Reading/English/Language Arts as well.  Additionally the current school achievement 

gaps are reflected in the 2007-2008 AYP report by the Georgia Department of 

Education. Addison has 13.8% of the SWD not meeting standards in 

Reading/English/Language Arts compared to last year’s 18.5% not meeting standards.  

Though we have made significant growth we will continue to monitor the progress 

our Students with Disabilities in this content area.  When looking at all students, 

39.7% exceed standards in the area of Reading/English/Language Arts, Caucasian 

students excelled with 43.5% of them exceeding standards as compared to 26.7% of 

our Black students who exceeded standards. 11.5% of Students with Disabilities 

exceeded standards.  Additionally, 25.3% of economically disadvantaged students 

exceeded standards.  These scores clearly identify the achievement gaps that need to 

be monitored for improvement for Addison students. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Additionally, the current school achievement gaps are reflected in the 2007-2008 

AYP report by the Georgia Department of Education.  Addison has 13.8% of the 

SWD not meeting standards in Reading/English/Language Arts compared to last 

year’s 18.5% not meeting standards.  Though we have made significant growth we 

will continue to monitor the progress our Students with Disabilities in this content 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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area.    Addison students will be at or above grade level in Mathematics.  A decline in 

scores was evidenced in the area of mathematics in the 2007-2008 CRCT results, with 

91.0% of all Addison students that met or exceeded standards, compared to 94.4% in 

the 2006-2007 school year.  Students with disabilities subgroup had 70.8% meeting or 

exceeding standards in 2007-08 CRCT results as compared to CRCT results of 2006-

07 with 77.3% that met or exceeded standards. The economically disadvantaged 

students’ Math scores also dropped from 94.1% in 2006-2007 to 86.7% in 2007-2008 

that met or exceeding standards. 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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TEST RESULTS 
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20 

 



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 



24 
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AMANA ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Lynne Hedgepeth 

285 South Main Street 

Alpharetta,  GA  30009 

678-624-0989 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2005-08-15 

Grades Served K - 8 

Enrollment 374 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 29 
 

Mission 

Guided by the stewardship principle, Amana offers an experience that develops students 

with a balance of intellect and ethical character.  The school strives to: Prepare students 

for high academic achievement; Expand student’s capacity as powerful communicators; 

Equip students with a firm command of the Arabic language; Inspire ethical character; 

and Promote civic & environmental responsibility. 

Demographics 

 Amana 

Academy 

School 

Summit 

Hill 

Elementary 

Hopewell 

Middle 

School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.4 1.9 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 364 1,000 1,076 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 34% 87% 68% 37% 46% 

Black 25% 4% 14% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 3% 7% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 28% 3% 6% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 12% 4% 4% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 6% 0% 2% 5% 4% 

Gifted 0% 7% 30% 14% 9% 

Special Education 6% 10% 11% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 4% 2% 12% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal: Amana Academy Charter students achievement will meet or exceed that of the 

average of district and state students on the state mandated CRCT.   Data analysis of 

the 2008 CRCT results for all students in all grade levels indicate that Amana 

Academy students did exceed the district and state results at most grade levels and in 

most subject areas. In those areas in which students did not exceed, they met the 

district and state results.  In the areas of Reading, Language Arts, and Social Studies 

in particular the data indicates that Amana’s students are achieving significantly 

higher than the district and state. In the areas of Math and Science, where particular 

grade levels saw brief decreases in scores from one year to another, they were 

increased the following year after focused intervention and staff development in those 

areas at those grade levels.  However, Math and Science scores have remained at or 

above district and state averages all three years. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal: Amana Academy will showcase student achievement in writing.  Amana 

Academy's students show significant achievement in the area of ELA on the state 

mandated CRCT as well as on the MAP assessment given to all students. All grade 

levels show above 90% of students receiving a level 2 or 3 consistently all three years 

of operation.  Three grade levels had all 100% of students at levels 2 or 3.  Amana’s 

mission element of creating strong communicators is evidenced in this data.  Amana’s 

students receive focused writing instruction that allows them to be able to 

demonstrate this strength.  The MAP results indicate that our students are achieving at 

substantially higher than national rates in Language Arts.  Again, the focus on 

specific skills and elements has paid off in the results. 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal: Amana Academy Charter students achievement will meet or exceed that of the 

average of district and state students on the state mandated CRCT. (Students will 

show an increase in achievement on the Science test each year of operation.)  Data in 

Science showed the most evidence of growth in the past three years. In year two of 

operation, the data showed a very strong need for increased focus on Science content 

at most grade levels. Amana responded by allocating more resources to Science and 

increasing staff development in this area. The results were dramatic in that every 

grade level saw and increase of students achieving at levels 2 and 3. Amana 

Academy’s Expeditionary Learning framework lends it self to this focus in Science 

because of its interdisciplinary nature. Achievement in Science will only increase in 

years to come. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Goal: Amana Academy Charter students achievement will meet or exceed that of the 

average of district and state students on the state mandated CRCT. (At least 30% of 

students will show an achievement of level 3 at all grade levels on most subject area 

tests.) Further examination of the data also indicates that Amana’s students are 

achieving at higher mastery levels than the district and state students as evidenced in 

the number of students at level 3 versus level 2. Most grade levels in all subject areas 

is showing more than one third of students achieving level 3. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$429,744 
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TEST RESULTS 
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32 

 



33 

 

 



34 

 



35 

 



36 

 

 



37 

 



38 

 



39 

 



40 
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 ATLANTA CHARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Matt Underwood 

820 Essie Avenue 

Atlanta,  GA  30316 

678-904-0051 

 

Basic Facts 

District Atlanta Public Schools 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2005-08-01 

Grades Served 6 - 8 

Enrollment 120 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 15 
 

Mission 

The mission of the Atlanta Charter Middle School is to create a small, focused, and 

diverse middle school that nurtures the whole child through strong parental and 

community involvement and challenging academics. 

Demographics 

 Atlanta 

Charter 

Middle 

School 

King 

Middle 

School 

Price 

Middle 

School 

Atlanta 

Public 

Schools 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.3 1.9 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 120 542 734 49,101 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 28%         2%        1% 10% 46% 

Black 60% 92% 89% 84% 38% 

Hispanic 8% 4% 10% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 3% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 2% 2% 5% 3% 4% 

Gifted 0% 4% 3% 9% 9% 

Special Education 18% 15% 11% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 49% 96% 97% 76% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal: The school will make “adequate yearly progress” by meeting Georgia 

Department of Education’s requirements under the “No Child Left Behind” Act each 

year.  (Currently, a school is considered to have made adequate yearly progress if it 

meets annual performance targets as a school and within sub-groups by race, socio-

economic status, and students with disabilities.  These performance targets are for 

student attendance, percentage of students participating in the Criterion Referenced 

Competency Test (CRCT), and scores on the mathematics and reading sections of the 

CRCT.)  ACMS once again met the terms of its charter in measures related to the 

educational program and academic achievement.  More specifically, the school met 

all requirements of the Georgia Department of Education (GDOE) under the federal 

“No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) Act.  In Georgia, a public school is considered to 

have made “adequate yearly progress” (AYP) if it meets annual performance targets 

as a school and within sub-groups by race, socio-economic status, and students with 

disabilities.  These performance targets are for student attendance, percentage of 

students participating in the Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT), and 

scores on the mathematics and reading sections of the CRCT.  ACMS made AYP in 

all areas and within all sub-groups. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal: As a cohort group of students progresses through 6th, 7th, and 8th grades, the 

group’s overall percentage meeting or exceeding standards on the Georgia Criterion 

Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) will increase each year, with a goal of 

increasing the number of students meeting or exceeding standards by 20% each year.    

Last year’s 8th grade class gave us our first opportunity to make a comparison of 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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progress over the full three years at ACMS.  Taking into account students who were 

enrolled at ACMS for all three years, the number of students meeting or exceeding 

standards increased from 93 percent to 100 percent in reading and 95 percent to 98 

percent in language arts.  In math, the number of students in the inaugural class of 

2008 meeting or exceeding standards increased from 80 percent to 85 percent from 

6th to 7th grades, but the percentage dropped to 83 percent in 8th grade.  However, all 

of the 8th graders who did not meet or exceed standards initially did so on a summer 

re-take of the CRCT, helping us to meet this goal. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal: When ACMS contains grade 8, the Charter School will administer the State of 

Georgia selected national norm-referenced test in grade 8, at the same time as APS 

schools.  ACMS will make every effort possible for 100% test participation.  Students 

will, as a group, perform at or above grade-level equivalent.  On the Iowa Test of 

Basic Skills, students in the 8th grade class performed, as a whole, above grade level 

in each component of the test. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Goal: Each year, the Charter School will include in its report to the Local Board a 

roster of the Governing Board for that year with the affiliations of all Board members 

noted.  At least three Board members each year will be assigned by local community 

organizations and/or businesses.  This goal has again been met with community 

representation on the ACMS Governing Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes 27.5% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you No 
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have plans to purchase the facility? 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$162,919 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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BACONTON COMMUNITY CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Lynn Pinson 

260 E. Walton St. 

Baconton,  GA  31716 

229-787-9999 

 

Basic Facts 

District Mitchell 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2000-09-05 

Grades Served PK-12 

Enrollment 686 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 45 
 

Mission 

The mission of Baconton Community Charter School is to provide a safe, nurturing 

atmosphere in which to guide a diverse student body in the development of character and 

academic potential through a rigorous, content-rich, hands-on curriculum and on-going 

character enrichment that leads to an understanding of virtuous behavior and civic 

responsibility. 

Demographics 

 Baconton 

Community 

Charter 

School 

Lamar 

Reese 

School of 

the Arts 

Radium 

Springs 

Middle 

School 

Mitchell 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 9.5 10.2 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 667 574 628 2,462 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 88%         1%        5% 31% 46% 

Black 9% 99% 94% 64% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 0% 1% 4% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 0% 0% 0% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 1% 4% 

Gifted 0% 0% 0% 2% 9% 

Special Education 10% 8% 12% 10% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 36% 88% 92% 76% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

On the Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth edition, our goal is for regular education 

students in kindergarten to score 75%ile in reading & math, 1st grade students to 

score 70%ile, and 2nd-11th graders to score 60%ile, scores which are significantly 

above the national average.  For this report, scores include all students; no special 

education student scores have been backed out of this report. The following data is 

from the Spring 2008 administration of the Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth 

Edition:  Kindergarten reading – 88%, math – 82%; First grade reading – 88%, math 

– 86%; Second grade reading – 74%, math 84%; Third grade reading – 60%, math – 

69%; Fourth grade reading – 67%, math 81%; Fifth grade reading – 56%, math – 

58%; Sixth grade reading – 60%, math – 72%; Seventh grade reading – 57%, math – 

71%; Eighth grade reading – 57%, math – 65%; Ninth grade reading – 59%, math – 

68%; Tenth grade reading – 59%, math – 54%; Eleventh grade reading – 66%, math – 

53%.  In reading, seven grades met or exceeded the goal, while five grades ranged 

from 1-4% below the goal.  In math, nine grades met or exceeded the goal, while only 

three ranged from 2-7% below the goal. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Our goal for the CRCT is to have at least 90% of students meet or exceed standards in 

each subject area.  In reading, grades 1-8 accomplished this goal.  Grade 1:  98%, 

Grade 2: 97%; Grade 3: 91%; Grade 4: 95%; Grade 5; 94%; Grade 6: 96%; Grade 7: 

92% and Grade 8: 92%.  In math, we experienced declining scores in several grades 
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as a result of the implementation of the new GPS.  Grade 1:  98%; Grade 2: 98%; 

Grade 3: 59%; Grade 4: 83%; Grade 5: 53%; Grade 6: 82%; Grade 7:  89%; Grade 8: 

70%. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Our goal is for all students to pass each section of the Georgia High School 

Graduation Tests prior to their scheduled graduation date.  87% of eleventh graders 

met or exceeded on the GHSWT on the first attempt.  Of the four students who did 

not meet, three have since passed on the retest.  Our average score was 216, just under 

the state average of 218; however, it should be noted that the score of one special 

needs student was 100 and when the average is refigured with the remaining 31 

scores, the class average jumps to 220, which is more indicative of the performance of 

the students.  Scaled scores ranged as high as 261.  On the GHSGT, 94% met or 

exceeded on the English Language Arts test.  Of those, 48% scored advanced or 

honors level.  In Math, 94% met or exceeded, with 47% of those scoring advanced.  

In Science, 100% of students passed, with 58% scoring advanced or honors.  In Social 

Studies, 94% passed, with 45% of those scoring pass plus.  Students who did not pass 

on the first attempt have since passed each of the four sections on the GHSGT.   

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Our goal for the EOCT is to meet or exceed the average state scaled scores in each 

subject area.  Our mean scale scores for the EOCT in each of the eight subject areas 

were consistently above the System, RESA and State scores.  In addition, the 

following data indicate the percentage of students in each course who met or 

exceeded the standards:  Algebra I 74%; Geometry 64%; Ninth Grade Literature & 

Composition 94%; American Literature & Composition 94%; Biology 89%; Physical 

Science 88%; U.S. History 78%; Economics 87%. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 
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1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$314,400 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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BERRIEN ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Chris Huckans 

1015 Exum Rd. 

Nashvile,  GA  31639 

229 686-6576 

 

Basic Facts 

District Berrien 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2005-08-07 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 67 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 5 
 

Mission 

The Berrien Academy will strive to provide students with equal access to quality 

educational programs and the necessary social services in an environment that allows 

students the opportunity to achieve their maximum learning potential. 

Demographics 

 Berrien 

Academy 

Performance 

Learning 

Center 

Berrien 

High School 

Cook 

County 

High School 

Berrien 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.2 12.0 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 72 864 790 3,020 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 79%  81% 56% 78% 46% 

Black 18% 15% 38% 14% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 3% 4% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 1% 0% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 0% 1% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 1% 1% 1% 4% 

Gifted 0% 11% 10% 7% 9% 

Special Education 0% 9% 8% 12% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 65% 50% 50% 59% 51% 



69 

 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

To assist the Berrien County School system in raising the graduation rate. The year 

prior to Berrien Academy's initial year the graduation rate was below 50%. In the 

three years since operation began the graduation rate has risen to 82%.  The ability of 

the school to offer accelerated class offereings and after school programs gives 

students the opportunity to make up failed credits. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Increase scores on graduation tests.  Results from the spring 2008 administration were 

very promising. 100% of the students taking the Language Arts exam for the first 

time passed the test. Only one first time test taker failed the Math portion of the exam. 

Overall first time test takers passed over 80% of the test sections administered. No 

first time test taker failed all sections of the test. With this said, a number of the 

passing scores in the Language Arts and Math sections did not meet the higher AYP 

requirements. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Increase scores on End of Course Tests. During the 2007/2008 school term the 

average scores on EOCT's rose by five points. These scores are still lower than the 

traditional school's in many areas as well as the state. Berrien Academy did win a 

distinguished school award from the DOE for being on of the 10 schools with the 

greatest improvement on Algebra EOCT scores. 
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Goal 4 Description: 

  

Improve the scores on the GHSGT Writing section. Scores on this exam were lower 

than the state and system averages. Overall only two first time test takers failed the 

exam. The student population of Berrien Academy has all been deemed at risk for not 

graduating. These scores, while not as high as we would like do show a great deal of 

work from our students and faculty. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$30,000 
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 BISHOP HALL CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Rich Johnson 

1819 E. Clay St. 

Thomasville,  GA  31792 

229 227-1397 

 

Basic Facts 

District Thomas 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 1999-07-01 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 112 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 7 
 

Mission 

Provide students with academically sound and individually relevant curricula and social 

services within a safe, caring, and challenging environment which builds self-respect, 

self-reliance, and healthy decision-making skills.  Our goal is to equip students with the 

necessary skills to become successful, lifelong learners and socially competent, 

productive members of the global community. 

Demographics 

 Bishop Hall 

Charter 

School 

Thomasville 

High School 

Thomas 

County 

Central High 

School 

Thomas 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.2 1.4 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 117 780 1,605 5,434 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 58%  15% 62% 63% 46% 

Black 39% 83% 33% 31% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 1% 2% 2% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 0% 1% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 0% 1% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 1% 4% 

Gifted 0% 8% 0% 5% 9% 

Special Education 0% 12% 12% 15% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 41% 65% 49% 56% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Maintain the low dropout rates for grades 9 - 12. Drop out rates have fluctuated since 

NCLB (2002) when Thomas County hit a low of 1.3% changed by NCLB for the 

same year to 2.2%.  For the last few years, dropout rates have held at 3.2% despite the 

increase in completion rates. With definitions changing at both the state and national 

level, consistency on some of these issues is difficult to measure. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Maintain or increase the high school completion rate. Bishop Hall graduated more 

students in 2007-08 than in any other single year in its nine year history. Thomas 

County completion rate was 82% with a 76% graduation rate for 2006-07, our most 

recent data year.  Again, since NCLB (2002) our graduation rate has hit a high of 

89.1%. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Increase the number of students receiving a diploma with vocational endorsement 

from the Thomas County school system. In 2007-08, Bishop Hall graduated its largest 

number of students (32).  Most (24) received a vocational endorsement. 
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Goal 4 Description: 

  

Increase the number of students receiving a diploma with college prep endorsements 

from the Thomas County school system.   In 2007-08, Bishop Hall graduated a record 

number of students with high school diplomas. We require most of our students to 

successfully complete at least one course at either Thomas University or Southwest 

Georgia Technical College in order to earn a Bishop Hall high school diploma. Fewer 

students are attempting college endorsements since the shift from technical school to 

technical college. Neverthe less, eight (8) students received college endorsements. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes Our 

reserve is 

approximately 

85% of one 

year's 

operating 

expenses, 

nearly 

$1,000,000. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$58,030 
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TEST RESULTS 
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BRIGHTEN ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Soundra Pollocks 

3264 Brookmont Parkway 

Douglasville,  GA  30135 

770-615-3675 

 

Basic Facts 

District Douglas 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2006-08-01 

Grades Served K-7 

Enrollment 332 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 23 
 

Mission 

The mission of Brighten Academy is to provide a productive learning environment with a 

highly qualified staff committed to using an innovative, researched based instructional 

model that produces measured growth in every student every year. 

Demographics 

 Brighten 

Academy 

Arbor 

Station 

Elementary 

School 

Chapel Hill 

Elementary 

School 

Douglas 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.3 1.5 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 341 612 775 24,586 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 65%  43% 41% 39% 46% 

Black 27% 42% 48% 47% 38% 

Hispanic 3% 6% 4% 8% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 2% 2% 2% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 3% 8% 5% 5% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 2% 1% 3% 4% 

Gifted 40% 8% 24% 10% 9% 

Special Education 7% 10% 8% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 4% 39% 40% 49% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Brighten Academy met and exceeded district and state Criterion Referenced 

Competency Test (CRCT) average scores. We met or exceeded state scores in all 

areas (Reading, Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies) except 2nd grade 

Reading. The percentage of students who did not meet across the state was 8.0% and 

the percentage of students who did not meet for Brighten Academy was 8.3%. We 

met or exceeded the district average scores in all areas. Brighten Academy was 

recognized as one of the Schools of Distinction for the CRCT Grade 1 achievement in 

reading, with 77.8% exceeding standards. The Iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) 

report showed that we exceeded district scores in all subject areas in grades 3 and 5. 

Although the percentile scores for 3rd grade on the ITBS test were lower than last 

year, 5th grade increased in all five areas (Reading, Language Arts, Math, Social 

Studies, and Science). 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

The Writing Assessment reflected meeting and exceeding district scores in 3rd and 

5th grade. The scores revealed the following scores in four areas of Writing 

(Informational, Persuasive, Narrative, and Response). Brighten Academy percentage 

scores were (I) 18-34-39-25, (P) 33-35-16-9, (N) 9-9-7-14, and (R) 9-30-7-12. The 

district percentage scores were (I) 29-51-47-35, (P) 37-47-54-32, (N) 24-32-31-37, 

and (R) 45-32-44-31. The state percentage scores were (I) 17-26-27-29, (P) 19-27-29-

30, (N) 18-24-27-32, and (R) 22-26-28-31. Brighten Academy students increased by 

4% in Level 3 (Meets), 8% increase in Level 3 (Exceeds), and a 4% increase in Level 

3 (Meets and Exceeds). The Writing Assessment assessed students in four domains 

(Ideas, Organization, Conventions, and Style). Brighten Academy met or exceeded 
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the system and state in 3 out of 4 indicators for Ideas, 1 out of 4 skills for 

Organizations, 100% of the skills for Conventions, and 3 out of 4 skills for Style.    

For 5th grade, score percentages met or exceeded in 4 areas of the Writing 

Assessment. Brighten Academy met or exceeded the system and state by .4% in the 

area of Ideas; .6% for Organization; .6% for Style; and .5% for Conventions. The 

system and state averaged 2.8% while Brighten Academy averaged 3.3%. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Brighten Academy’s mission is for students to make measured growth each year. In 

order to check compliance with our mission, we analyzed the data for our 2007-2008 

5th grade class. Standard scores in mathematics on the CRCT from the 2006-2007 

and 2007-2008 school years were analyzed to determine the average standard score 

gain/loss for this cohort group. The group gained an average of 56.3 points in 

mathematics. The highest gain was 148 points and the highest loss was 34 points. 

Only three students, out of 30, did not make progress.    Also, 5th grade ranked 

number 23 out of 1,183 schools on the 2008 Georgia Report Card for Parents. With 

an achievement score of 99% and exceeding standards by 54%, Brighten Academy 

was the only school in Douglas County included in the top 25 schools. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Character Development: Data from the 2007-2008 school year was compared to the 

2006-2007 school year in an effort to increase student awareness in the 7C’s, our 

curricular framework, which includes character, commitment, critical thinking, 

creativity, curiosity, community, and culture. Students earned Sunshine Slips by 

displaying one of the 7C’s in the classroom, school, or community. Our goal is to 

maintain or increase character recognition each year. The following gains/losses were 

attained from 2006-2007 to 2007-2008:      Character - +60  Commitment - (+240)  

Critical Thinking - (+ 208)  Creativity - (+66)  Curiosity - (+22)  Community - (-9)  

Culture - (+3)     We also continued to track discipline infractions and reported the 

data in monthly Board meetings in an effort to keep all stakeholders abreast of school 

safety and student behavior in regards to the mission of the charter. The data for our 

Code of Conduct is as follows:     Assignments Incomplete/ Academic Issues – (18)  

Attendance – (9)  Defiance – (28)  Disruption – (16)  Language/Gestures  - (7)  

Physical Contact (pushing, hitting, horseplay, etc.) – (38)  Quarreling – (8)  

Dishonesty (lying, stealing) – (8)  Electronic Devices – (1)  Other (spitting, etc.) – (5)  

Damaging or Misusing Property/Materials – (8)  Disrespect – (3)  Bullying (silent or 

physical) – (4)  Unauthorized Area/Skipping Class – (5)  Abuse of Technology - (1) 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$125,390.52 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 CENTRAL EDUCATIONAL CENTER 
 

Contact Information 

Mark Whitlock 

160 Martin Luther King, Jr., Drive 

Newnan,  GA  30263 

678-423-2009 

 

Basic Facts 

District Coweta 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2000-08-10 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 1087 

Title I School  

Total Teachers 37 
 

Mission 

Ensure a viable 21st century workforce. 

Demographics 

The CEC is not a home school and therefore no demographic data is available.  Testing 

data is reported through the district. 

 

 

      

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

     

      

Total Population      

Diversity 

Caucasian %         %        % % % 

Black % % % % % 

Hispanic % % % % % 

Asian/Pacific Islander % % % % % 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

% % % % % 

Multiracial % % % % % 

Special Populations 

ESOL % % % % % 

Gifted % % % % % 

Special Education % % % % % 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population % % % % % 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? N/A N/A N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The Charter School will cause Coweta County Schools to exceed the majority of 

USDE benchmarks in Perkins' accountability measures in Years 1-5 of this 

Agreement.      CEC has consistently achieved this goal which includes academic and 

graduation measures as defined by the Federal Perkins grant and applied by State 

Board action in Georgia. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

The Charter School will cause Coweta County Schools to produce graduates whose 

high school diplomas have dual seals.  The number of dual seal diplomas will be 

substantially the same as are the number of college prep diplomas in Years 1-5 of this 

Agreement.     The new graduation rule, that eliminates the distinction among diploma 

types, has decreased the attention that our schools pay to this particular diploma type.  

As we prepare to implement the new graduation rule, this goal will become irrelevant. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The Charter School will cause the percentage of Coweta County students dual-

enrolled in technical college programs to increase in Years 1-5 of this Agreement.     

Coweta County School System and West Central Technical College have continued 

to solidify the partnership that created CEC.  New Technical College programs were 

added in 2007-8 and the percentage of students involved in those programs reached 
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its highest level during this charter period.  The importance of these programs can be 

seen in university-level research, and subsequent data, that shows approximately 98% 

of high school students who earn Technical College Certificates of Credit (a group of 

courses connected to produce both industry-standard skills and some portion of an 

Associate Degree attainment) graduate from high school on-time and succeed in both 

the workplace and in additional post-secondary education.  This helps to improve our 

overall on-time graduation rate and it generates significant engagement by local 

business and industry. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

The Charter School will increase the number of Coweta County students in work-

based learning programs by 25% during the period of this Agreement. Likewise, 

engagement in work-based learning has become a predictor of student success both in 

on-time graduation and in post-high school achievement. During the 2007-2008 year, 

CEC saw the largest number of students ever participating in work-based learning.  

We helped DOE model a new organizational structure for work-based learning that 

we had piloted here during the last three years. That structure works and this 

generates both student achievement and significant engagement by local business and 

industry. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

Yes, Coweta 

County School 

System 

provides the 

facility for use 

specifically by 

Central 

Educational 

Center (CEC) 

at no cost. 
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3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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 CHAMBLEE CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Rochelle Lowery 

3688 Chamblee-Dunwoody Road 

Chamblee,  GA  30341 

678-676-6903 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Conversion 

Opened 1917-09-10 

Grades Served 9 – 12 

Enrollment 1358 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 91 
 

Mission 

The mission of Chamblee Charter High School is to foster excellence by promoting the 

intellectual, social, moral and physical growth of every student. 

Demographics 

 Chamblee 

Charter High 

School 

Dunwoody 

High School 

Lakeside 

High School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 3.3 3.9 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 1,392 1,355 1,590 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 30%  45% 44% 10% 46% 

Black 50% 32% 30% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 7% 14% 13% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 10% 6% 9% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 4% 2% 4% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 3% 3% 5% 5% 4% 

Gifted 42% 25% 22% 11% 9% 

Special Education 7% 12% 8% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 32% 25% 29% 66% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The number of students taking at least one Advanced Placement (AP) test will 

increase five percent over the duration of the charter. 2005-282 students-baseline 

data; 2006-355 students-26% increase from 2005-2006; 2007-371 students-32% 

increase from 2005-2007. Administrators, teachers, parents, and student exerted a 

concerted effort for the past several years to increase the number of students enrolled 

in AP courses at CCHS. This involved:  1. elevating student awareness of the benefits 

of enrolling and remaining in AP courses; 2. informing students and parents of the 

rigorous academic requirements of the AP program, but in a manner that would 

minimize discouraging them from the program;  3. consulting with their respective 

AP subject teachers to plan and incorporate the necessary academic requirements that 

are necessary for students to succeed in the AP program; 4. providing up to 30 hours, 

beyond the classroom time, of intensive preparation for the AP Exams 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

The percentage of students passing the Science portion of the Georgia High School 

Graduation Test (GHSGT) will increase 3% over the duration of the charter. 2005-

80%-baseline; 2006-88%-8% increase from 2005-2006; 2007-85%-5% increase from 

2005-2007. For a number of years, one of the major goals of CCHS was increasing 

the percent of students passing the Science portion of the GHSGT. The following 

action was taken:  1. Every week, copies of new scientific terminologies were 

disseminated to teacher to be posted in visible places in every classroom; 2. In 

addition to the regularly scheduled science classes, a special program was set up for 

students who were struggling in science.  For several weeks, two science teachers 

volunteered to work with these students by presenting some attractive incentives, 

which motivated these students to attend the program.  The 8% and 5% increase in the 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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number of students passing the science portion of the GHSGT during 2006 and 2007 

can be attributed to the intervention program. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The percentage of students scoring a pass plus in all four content areas of the GHSGT 

will increase over the duration of the charter for resident and magnet students. 

Resident: 2005-16%-baseline; 2006-21%-5% increase from 2005-2006; 2007-14%- -

2% decrease from 2005-2007. Magnet: 2005-63%-baseline; 2006-80%-17% increase 

from 2005-2006; 2007-69%- 6% increase from 2005-2007. Starting the second 

semester of 2005 through 2006, a mutual consensus was reached between the 

administrators and teacher to ask the students to have pride in their GHSGT and 

aspire to a higher score and not settle on just a passing score. Since this message was 

frequently repeated to the students, it produced positive results in 2006 as the data 

indicate. However, the pass plus scores were disappointing in 2007—especially for 

the resident students. This is a reminder that, year after year, it is important to 

consistently have high expectations of students involving all aspects of their 

education. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

A comparative effectiveness of the accelerated mathematics curriculum will be 

chartered over the duration of the charter. Chamblee Charter High School has been 

showcasing the Accelerated Mathematics Program (AMP). The unique AMP 

curriculum optimizes the achievements of motivated students by challenging them 

beyond the customary offerings in high school. The comparative effectiveness of the 

AMP has been charted, and the data—consistently—have demonstrated that our AMP 

students, who participate in about 50 local, state, and national math tournaments per 

year, either outperform or score near the top in comparison with other accelerated 

students from the best private and public high school in Georgia and the United 

States. A brief summary of results from 2005-2008 is presented to demonstrate how 

CCHS students in the AMP perform compared to other accelerated mathematics 

students at the local, state, and national levels. Greater Atlanta Mathematics 

Exams:First-2005, 2006, 2007, 2008; Cobb Invitational Mathematics Tournament: 

First-2005, 2006, 2007; Lassiter Invitational Mathematics Tournament: First-2005, 

2006; Rockdale Invitational Mathematics Tournament: First-2005, 2007; Georgia 

Mathematics League (about 80 H.S. across Georgia: Second-2005, First-2006, 2007; 

American Scholastic Mathe-matics Competitions:(H.S. from the USA and Canada) 

Top Nat. Tier-2005, Top Nat. Tier-2006, 2007, 2008; The Mandelbrot Competitions 

(H.S. from USA):Top Nat. Tier-2005, 2006, 2007; Continental Calculus League: 

(H.S. from the USA) Top Nat. Tier-2005, 2007, 2008, Nat. 6th- 2006; Math Fax, 

National Algebra II (H.S. from the USA): Nat. 3rd-2005-2006, 2nd-2007; Math Fax, 

National Advanced Mathematics (H.S. from the USA) 3rd-2005-2006, 2nd-2007, 1st-

2008. Another major indicator of the success of CCHS AMP is the number of 

students who participate in the American Mathematics Competitions (150-170) and 
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earn high scores to be invited to the prestigious American Invitational Mathematics 

Examinations 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 CHARLES R. DREW CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Barbara Preuss 

301 East Lake Boulevard 

Atlanta,  GA  30317 

404-687-0001 ext 2222 

 

Basic Facts 

District Atlanta Public Schools 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2000-08-07 

Grades Served PK to 8 

Enrollment 805 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 78 
 

Mission 

Our mission at Drew Charter is to work together as a community of teachers, staff, 

students, families and volunteers to provide a learning environment that emphasizes high 

achievement and character development. 

Demographics 

 Charles R. 

Drew Charter 

School 

Toomer 

Elementary 

School 

Terry Mill 

Elementary 

School 

Atlanta 

Public 

Schools 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.1 1.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 784 173 277 49,101 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 0%         2%        0% 10% 46% 

Black 98% 94% 99% 84% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 1% 0% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 2% 1% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 1% 0% 3% 4% 

Gifted 3% 2% 2% 9% 9% 

Special Education 12% 19% 8% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 82% 91% 93% 76% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Continuous improvement of student achievement is a consistent goal of Drew’s 

Charter and Strategic Plan.  We can officially celebrate the fact that Drew made 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for the 2007-2008 school year and will maintain its 

“Distinguished School” rating for having met AYP requirements for four consecutive 

years.  Highlights regarding Drew’s academic achievement are:  Overall, 90.9% of 

Drew students met or exceeded standards in the AYP grades (3rd-8th) in 

Reading/English Language Arts.  This is a 5% improvement.  1st, 6th, and 7th grades 

demonstrated significant improvement with the new Georgia Performance Standards 

(GPS) in Mathematics with gains of 7, 10, and 20 percent respectively.  In grades 1st-

8th where baseline allows us to make reliable comparisons, Drew students improved 

2% in Reading, 11% in Science, 7% in Mathematics, and 1% in Language Arts for an 

overall improvement of 4%.  Drew students in 3rd, 6th, and 7th grades demonstrated 

significant improvement with GPS in Science with gains of 16%, 36%, and 12% 

respectively.  Drew received an award from State Superintendent Kathy Cox in 6th 

grade science for being among the top ten schools with the greatest gains in the 

percentage of students meeting and exceeding standards. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Drew’s Charter and Strategic Plan share the common understanding that reading 

instruction must foster high levels of literacy.  To ensure Drew’s Kindergarten 

students build a strong foundation in literacy, a new Pre-K program was established in 

conjunction with the Atlanta Speech School’s Rollins Center of Language & 

Learning.  The mission of the Pre-K program is to provide young children with 

appropriate learning experiences.  These experiences foster their language, cognitive, 

social and emotional development through explicit instruction, classroom discourse, 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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and dialogue between and among teachers and students which is essential to helping 

young children reach their fullest potential and be successful in school and eventually 

the work place.      On-going data collection throughout the year included assessments 

to monitor student progress.  Upon exiting the Pre-K program, these are the findings.   

94% of the students scored within or above range in the area of beginning Sound 

Awareness.  88% of the students scored within or above range in the area of Print and 

Word Awareness.   100% of the students scored within or above range in the area of 

Rhyme and Nursery Rhyme awareness.  100% of the students scored within or above 

range in the area of Letter and Sound recognition. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

An additional Charter Goal which is emphasized in the Strategic Plan is parental and 

community involvement.  Parents are afforded opportunities to participate directly in 

the school’s program through the Board, Board Committees and Task Forces, PTA, 

and Volunteer programs. Drew parent’s and teachers participate in quarterly 

conferences to provide accurate assessment of the accomplishments and needs of each 

child.  Drew’s Parent Liaison organizes volunteer opportunities at the school site to 

help parents become active supporters of their child’s education. To ensure the best 

possible opportunities, Drew receives support from a variety of community and 

education partners.  These include the Rollins Center for Language & Learning, the 

Center for Teaching at Westminster Schools, the Center for Civic Engagement at 

Oglethorpe University, Georgia State University School of Music, University of 

Georgia and the Georgia Institute for Technology. Drew’s relationship with the East 

Lake Foundation provides the school with funding for the before- and after-school 

program.  The East Lake Family YMCA provides the facility for the school’s physical 

education programming. Drew offers a variety of enrichment opportunities to students 

through curricular and extracurricular activities.  These activities include golf through 

the First Tee, dance, drama, chorus, band, Spanish, technology and the visual arts. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

The school has met or exceeded the stipulated charter benchmarks of the Criterion 

Reference Competency Test results with regards to decreasing the percentage of 

students not meeting standards by 3 percentage points in grades 3-8 in reading, 

language arts, math, and science.  In Social Studies, the percentage of students not 

meeting standards was decreased by 2 percent.  The following indicates the decrease 

in percentage of students not meeting standards.  Reading – decreased 4%   Language 

Arts – decreased 3 %   Math – Grades 3, 4, 5 and 8 were tested for the first time with 

the new standards (GPS), therefore, cannot be compared to the previous year.   Math 

– Grades 6 -7 decreased 8%  Social Studies/QCC – Grades 3, 4, 5 decreased 2%  

Social Studies/GPS – Grades 6-7 were tested; however, the scores were disqualified 

by the state.  Social Studies/GPS – Grade 8 was tested for the first time with the new 

standards (GPS), therefore, cannot be compared to the previous year.   Science/GPS – 

Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 decreased 11%  Science/GPS – Grade 8 was tested for the 
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first time with the new standards (GPS), therefore, cannot be compared to the 

previous year. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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CHARTER CONSERVATORY FOR LIBERAL ARTS & 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

Contact Information 

Dr. Kathy T. Harwood 

149 Northside Drive East 

Statesboro,  GA  30458 

912-764-5888 

 

Basic Facts 

District Bulloch 

Type State Charter 

Opened 2002-08-07 

Grades Served 6 - 12 

Enrollment 132 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 14.5 
 

Mission 

Charter Conservatory's educational environment fosters a love for learning, student 

initiative and innovation, multi-grade, student-centered classrooms that employ 

constructivist and multiple intelligence theory. 

Demographics 

 CCAT School William 

James 

Middle 

School 

Portal 

Middle/Hig

h School 

Bulloch 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.7 10.5 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 123 542 464 8,804 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 79%  46% 61% 79% 46% 

Black 21% 50% 36% 21% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 1% 3% 0% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 1% 0% 0% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 0% 2% 1% 0% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 1% 1% 4% 

Gifted 32% 21% 4% 5% 9% 

Special Education 20% 14% 15% 15% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 50% 57% 60% 50% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal # 1 Achievement in Testing:  This year we were among the top ten schools in 

the state in Reading Achievement for the 8th grade.  We are especially proud of this 

accomplishment because at least 85% of these students have been with us since the 

3rd grade, and we contribute this success to our constructivist teaching methods.  This 

class of students has been an excellent test case for us through the years because the 

population has remained stable for so long that it more accurately represents the 

success of our program than several of our other grades, where the population has 

undergone substantial changes.  For example, our current 8th grade has only 45% of 

the students who have been with us since the 6th grade.  The population started out 

being relatively small in 6th grade, but in two years it has steadily grown to reach our 

maximum of 25 students in the 8th grade.  Despite the change of population in other 

grades, we achieved a 90% pass rate for reading across the entire Middle School.    In 

addition to the 8th grade achievement, we were cited for improvement in Geometry 

and Biology End of Course Tests.  We are also particularly proud of this achievement, 

since these math and science have been targeted for improvement.  In Geometry, 

88.24% of the students met or exceeded expectations, a 22.95% difference from 

previous scores.  In Biology 92.31% of our students met or exceeded expectations, a 

32.31% increase in scores.  This success was borne out in our High School 

Graduation Tests as well.  94% of our students passed the Mathematics GHSGT, with 

56% receiving a Pass Plus.  100% of our students passed the Science GHSGT, again 

with 56% receiving a Pass Plus. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal #2   Achievement in Mathematics:  Since the Board has asked us to report on 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Mathematics, this goal will examine our progress in this area.  As stated above, High 

School Geometry moved from a 64% rate in 2007 to an 88% rate in 2008.  High 

School Algebra did not improve but remained stable.  94% of our students passed the 

High School Graduation Test at the first testing.  All have subsequently passed.    On 

the Norm-Referenced Tests in Mathematics, our 8th-grade students were on a 10.1 

grade level.  This means that they performed as if they were in the 10th grade, 1st 

month.  This put the entire class at the 72nd percentile nationally.  Since 50% is 

average, we are very proud of this accomplishment.  In the CRCTs, 67% of the 

students met standards.  This was below their performance of the year before.  

However, since this was a problem state-wide and our students were in line with the 

state average, it does not seem significant.  All but three students passed the test when 

retested.  It should also be noted, that they performed very well on the more reliable 

norm-referenced test.  In our 7th grade, 63% of the students met standards, a 13% 

increase from the previous year.  We are very proud of this score since this class has a 

significant number of special education and remedial students.  In 6th grade, 63% of 

the students met standards.  Since this class had less than 15 students, this score 

unduly reflects the failure of a few.  This will, however, establish a base line from 

which we can build. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal #3  Attendance & High School Graduation Rate:   Here at Charter Conservatory, 

we believe that keeping a child in school, daily, weekly, and yearly is, perhaps, the 

most important tool we have to attain student success.  If a student is in school, he or 

she is more likely to catch the spark of education.  We believe that this is 

accomplished by establishing a safe, community environment that complements a 

content-rich curriculum. This content is enhanced by projects that are hands-on and 

relevant to both the students’ interests and the world in which they live.  An elaborate 

system of educational contracts to students who have the opportunity to participate in 

real-life travel, work and talent development further complements this philosophy.  

All this said, we are very proud of the 99.79% attendance rate that we have achieved 

this year.    Building on the idea that students should be in school daily is the idea that 

they should stay in school until they graduate.  This is a surprisingly complex task, 

especially with students who are at risk of not graduating because they lack academic 

prowess or/and support at home.  We have almost always been able to remedy this 

situation by providing caring adults in students’ lives.  We are proud of our 

graduation rate last year of 94.4%.  In fact, we have a 94% graduation rate over our 

entire six-year existence. 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 
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2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$162,300 

TEST RESULTS 
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CHATTAHOOCHEE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

James Sims 

360 Highway 26 

Cusseta,  GA  31805 

706-989-3678 

 

Basic Facts 

District Chattahoochee 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2005-08-11 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 441 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 30 
 

Mission 

The mission of Chattahoochee County Charter High School is to prepare young people to 

become lifelong learners in a small school setting, based on high academic standards for 

all, individual appreciation for each student and teacher, a culture of trust, respect for the 

diverse traditions of Georgia, and involvement of family and community. 

Demographics 

 Chattahoochee 

County High 

School 

Spencer 

High School 

Kendrick 

High 

School 

Chattahoochee 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from 

Charter School (in 

miles) 

0 11.2 12.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 446 983 1,202 885 1,609,68

1 

Diversity 

Caucasian 46%         5%        3% 52% 46% 

Black 40% 87% 94% 37% 38% 

Hispanic 8% 6% 1% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 5% 1% 1% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 3% 3% 0% 1% 4% 

Gifted 2% 0% 0% 4% 9% 

Special Education 11% 18% 14% 11% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 54% 83% 77% 64% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Our number one goal is to reduce the drop-out rate of students at Chattahoochee 

County High School.  We graduated over 75 % of out first graduating class in May of 

2008.  This Goal will be an on-going effort of everyone at Chattahoochee County 

High School.  We only have one years worth of data, 2007-008, this will be our 

baseline for achievement of our goals. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Our number two goal is to maintain or increase the high school completion rate. We 

only have one years worth of data, 2007-2008, this will be our baseline for 

achievement of our goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$122,951.35 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



128 

 

 

 

 
 

 



129 

 

 CHESNUT ELEMENTARY 
 

Contact Information 

Richard Reid 

4576 North Peachtree Road 

Dunwoody,  GA  30338 

678-676-7102 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2001-08-01 

Grades Served PK - 5 

Enrollment 540 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 35 
 

Mission 

At Chesnut Charter School, we commit ourselves to educating the whole child – 

developing young people who are enthusiastic, knowledgeable, well rounded, physically 

active and thoughtful. Chesnut students will become honorable and contributing citizens 

internally motivated to achieve their highest potential. 

Demographics 

 Chesnut 

Elementary 

School 

Hightower 

Elementary 

School 

Kingsley 

Elementary 

School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.2 1.3 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 486 561 381 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 40%         1% 41% 10% 46% 

Black 28% 14% 27% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 12% 80% 20% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 10% 3% 8% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 9% 2% 4% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 8% 39% 14% 5% 4% 

Gifted 27% 3% 27% 11% 9% 

Special Education 7% 5% 7% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 27% 96% 37% 66% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

We will increase abilities in mathematics computation in grades 1 to 5 during the term 

of the charter.  Objective: Of level 1 students (below grade level) enrolled at the 

beginning of the year, 10% will improve to “on grade level” performance each year in 

math.  Students performing “on or above grade level” will improve total CRCT scores 

vs. prior year in math. In 2008, Chesnut third through fifth graders took the GPS 

CRCT for the first time. This data is not comparable to past year's data and thus this 

will become our baseline data moving forward.  In the second year  (2008) the GPS 

Math CRCT was administered to the grades one and two, at Chesnut nearly 30 

percent fewer students scored Level 1 on the test. Though we anticipate greater gains 

as both our teachers and students become more familiar with the GPS, we did meet 

our goal in these grade levels. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

We will increase reading comprehension in grades 1 to 5 during the term of the 

charter. Objective:  Of level 1 students (below grade level) enrolled at the beginning 

of the year, 10% will improve to “on grade level” performance each year in reading.  

Students performing “on or above grade level” will improve total CRCT scores vs. 

prior year in reading. Between Spring 2007 and Spring 2008, Chesnut experienced a 

20 percent reduction in the number of students scoring Level 1 on the Reading CRCT 

which followed a 40 percent reduction in the number of Level 1 students in reading 

between 2006 and 2007. The pattern continued in 2008 when we saw another 20 

percent decrease in the number of students at Level 1.  Our objective was to move 10 

percent of Level 1 students in Reading to Level 2 or 3 each year. We exceeded this 

objective.  Chesnut experienced a 10 percent increase in the percentage of students 
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exceeding expectations on the CRCT in Reading which meets our goal of moving 

students from level 2 to level 3. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

We will increase language arts comprehension in grades 1 to 5 during the term of the 

charter. Objective:  Of level 1 students (below grade level) enrolled at the beginning 

of the year, 10% will improve to “on grade level” performance each year in language 

arts.  Students performing “on or above grade level” will improve total CRCT scores 

vs. prior year in language arts. Between Spring 2007 and Spring 2008, Chesnut 

experienced a 20 percent reduction in the number of students scoring Level 1 on the 

ELA CRCT which follows a 37 percent reduction  in the number of Level 1 students 

between 2006 and 2007.  Our objective was to move 10 percent of Level 1 students in 

ELA to Level 2 or 3 each year. We exceeded this objective. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

We will continue to promote parental and community involvement.  Objective:     

Encourage parents to become involved in their child’s education by requiring, as 

defined in the Parent Agreement, that they earn 12 volunteer credits during each 

academic year.  Promote an interest from the community by contacting a minimum of 

5 community organizations and business partners to establish long-lasting 

relationships.    Chesnut parents continue to excel in the area of parental involvement.  

Parents contributed over 9,500 volunteer hours in the 2007-2008 school year.   Since 

the beginning of this Charter period, we have added several new business partners 

including the Dunwoody North Homeowners Association, Publix Grocery Store, 

Shane’s Rib Shack, Mimi's Cafe, Outback Steakhouse and Chick-Fil-A (the Perimeter 

Pointe location). 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 
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3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$1,000 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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CLUBVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Angie Shehane 

2836 Edgewood Road 

Columbus,  GA  31906 

706-565-3017 

 

Basic Facts 

District Muscogee 

Type Conversion 

Opened 1953-09-08 

Grades Served PK – 5 

Enrollment 485 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 38 
 

Mission 

The misson of Clubview School is to educate and challenge students to become life long 

learners who exhibit the attitudes and dispositions described in the student profile and 

equip the students with social, intellectual, and critical skills that will enable them to 

reach their potential as adults in our global society. 

Demographics 

 Clubview 

Elementary 

School 

Wynnton 

Elementary 

School 

Rigdon 

Road 

Elementary 

School 

Muscogee 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.3 0.4 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 461 388 228 31,731 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 62%         15%        0% 31% 46% 

Black 22% 68% 99% 59% 38% 

Hispanic 3% 7% 0% 4% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 3% 1% 0% 2% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 9% 8% 1% 5% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 1% 5% 0% 1% 4% 

Gifted 0% 0% 0% 3% 9% 

Special Education 8% 18% 7% 12% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 31% 88% 85% 61% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Charter Goal: Students at Clubview Elementary School will be able to demonstrate 

improvement in reading achievement.    While writing the charter petition, previous 

reading scores from the CRCT were used as a base for setting Clubview’s reading 

goal. The scores used were based on the results of the 2005-2006 CRCT which 

measured the Quality Core Curriculum (QCC). The CRCT results for 2007-2008 are 

based on Georgia Performance Standards (GPS). Trying to use results of a CRCT 

which measured the QCC and a CRCT which measured the GPS to determine the 

progress we have made on meeting our charter goal is very difficult.   For 2007-2008, 

the number of students that exceeded the reading goal is listed below by grade level:     

Fifth grade  23%;  Fourth grade  49%;  Third grade  61%;  Second grade  56%;  First 

grade  56%;   Kindergarten  73%;  Pre-kindergarten 35%.  

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Charter Goal: Students at Clubview Elementary School will be able to demonstrate 

improvement in math achievement.    While writing the charter petition, previous 

math scores from the CRCT were used as a base for setting Clubview’s math goal. 

The math scores used were based on the results of the 2005-2006 CRCT which 

measured the Quality Core Curriculum (QCC). The CRCT results for 2007-2008 are 

based on Georgia Performance Standards (GPS). Trying to use results of a CRCT 

which measured the QCC and a CRCT which measured the GPS to determine the 

progress we have made on meeting our charter goal is very difficult.  For 2007-2008, 

the number of students that exceeded the goal is listed below by grade level: Fifth 

grade 35%; Fourth grade 29%; Third grade 48%; Second grade 24%; First grade  

36%; Kindergarten 89%; Pre-kindergarten 15%.      
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Goal 3 Description: 

  

Charter Goal: Students at Clubview Elementary School will be able to demonstrate 

improvement in writing achievement.  While writing the charter petition, previous 

writing scores from the CRCT were used as a base for setting Clubview’s writing goal 

in grades 3 and 5. The scores used were based on the results of the 2005-2006 CRCT 

which measured the Quality Core Curriculum (QCC). The CRCT results for 2007-

2008 are based on Georgia Performance Standards (GPS). Trying to use results of a 

CRCT which measured the QCC and a CRCT which measured the GPS to determine 

the progress we have made on meeting our charter goal is very difficult.   

 

In fifth grade, Clubview’s writing goal was for 60% of our students to score at the 

Engaging or Extending Stage as measured by the Georgia Grade 5 Writing Test. For 

2007-2008, 89% of the students scored Meeting or Exceeding.  Clubview’s goal for 

third grade on the Georgia Grade 3 Writing Test was 70% scoring at the Engaging or 

Extending Stage. For 2007-2008, 78% scored Meeting or Exceeding.  

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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TEST RESULTS 
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 CONNECTED ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Cynthia L. Burgess 

86 School Drive, Suite A 

Alpharetta,  GA  30009 

770-667-2921 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2007-08-13 

Grades Served 11- 12 

Enrollment 40 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 5 
 

Mission 

Connected Academy's mission is to create an environment where students excel through 

rigorous, applied, integrated instruction; project-based, community-centered learning 

opportunities; and self-directed knowledge acquisition using technology as a resource. 

Demographics 

 Connected 

Academy 

Independen

ce 

Alternative 

School 

Alpharetta 

High School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 3.2 3.9 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 89 327 2,219 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 58%  44% 59% 37% 46% 

Black 35% 31% 17% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 2% 17% 7% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 2% 13% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 4% 5% 4% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 2% 5% 4% 

Gifted 10% 0% 27% 14% 9% 

Special Education 7% 2% 10% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 17% 19% 9% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

60% of students enrolled in Connected Academy will show an increase in their GPA.  

While we did not meet the actual goal intended, 52% of our students' GPA did reflect 

an increase in the first year of our charter.  The majority of our student body met this 

goal, but the initial composition of students did not accurately reflect those the charter 

was intended for. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

80% of the students enrolled in Connected Academy will earn an 80 or better grade 

conversion score on End of Course Tests.  Results reflected that we met this goal on 

two of three tests.  The results were:  Economics - 89%, US History - 72%, American 

Literature - 86%. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Students who attend Connected Academy will perform as well as or better than 

Fulton County high school students.  The average scale score on each End of Course 

Test administered in 11th or 12th grade will reflect an score 5 points higher on each 

test.  We met this goal on one of the three tests.  Students' scale score for the 

Economics EOCT showed a 5 point increase. 
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Goal 4 Description: 

  

Connected Academy will develop ten business partnerships to offer student 

internships for Connected Academy seniors.  We met this goal.  The following 

businesses formed partnerships with our school for this purpose:  CSI Apharetta 

Police, Roswell Parks and Recreation, Atlanta Ballet, Alpharetta ES, Alpharetta 

Visitor and Welcome Center, Sunrise Independent Retirement, Hollyberry Animal 

Hospital, Alpharetta Animal Hospital, Young Life Daycare, Spin City. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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TEST RESULTS 
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DEKALB ACADEMY OF TECHNOLOGY AND 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Contact Information 

Dr. Maury Wills 

1833 S. Stone Mountain-Lithonia Rd. 

Lithonia,  GA  30058 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2005-08-08 

Grades Served K - 8 

Enrollment 344 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 23 
 

Mission 

The goal of the Dekalb Academy of Technology and Environment, Inc. is to educate a 

student population about the essential need to consider environmental ramifications of 

technology and other business decisions, via a hands-on, community-oriented 

instructional curriculum. 

Demographics 

 Dekalb 

Academy of 

Technology 

and the 

Environment 

Stoneview 

Elementary 

School 

Marbut 

Elementary 

School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.5 3.0 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 273 893 859 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 0%         1%        0% 10% 46% 

Black 98% 90% 98% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 6% 0% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 0% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 2% 1% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 5% 0% 5% 4% 

Gifted 6% 0% 4% 11% 9% 

Special Education 5% 9% 4% 9% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 16% 91% 57% 66% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

For the academic school year 2007-2008, there were many improvements in meeting 

and exceeding standards on the GCRCT for Reading. Dekalb Academy of 

Technology and Environment has continued to strive for improvements to meet our 

goal of 95% of  students meeting and exceeding standards. The data will reveal that 

there have been significant gains in students meeting and exceeding standards on the 

GCRCT. For example, in Reading, 100% of first grade students met and exceeded 

standards, 90% of second graders met and exceeded standards, 90% of third graders 

met and exceeded standards, and 89% of fourth graders met and exceeded standards. 

While 88% of fifth graders met and exceeded Reading standards, 98% of sixth 

graders met and exceeded  standards, and 92% of seventh graders met and exceeded 

standards in Reading. In total, 90.7% of all students met and exceeded standards in 

Reading at Dekalb Academy of Technology and Environment. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

For the academic school year 2007-2008, there were many improvements in meeting 

and exceeding standards on the GCRCT for Math. Dekalb Academy of Technology 

and Environment has continued to strive for improvements to meet our goal of 95% 

of students meeting and exceeding standards. The data will reveal that there have 

been significant gains in students meeting and exceeding standards on the GCRCT. In 

Math, there were also improvements made with 100% of first grade students who met 

and exceeded standards, 78% of second graders who met and exceeded standards, 
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78% of third graders who met and exceeded standards, 57% of fourth graders who 

met and exceeded standards, 89% of fifth graders who met and exceeded standards; 

and 60% of sixth graders who met and exceeded standards. In total, 73.4% of all 

students met and exceeded standards in Math at Dekalb Academy ofTechnology and 

Environment. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

For the academic school year 2007-2008, there were also many improvements in 

meeting and exceeding standards on the GCRCT for Social Studies, English and 

Science. Dekalb Academy of Technology and Environment. has continued to strive 

for improvements to meet our goal of 95% of students meeting and exceeding 

standards. The data will reveal that there have been significant gains in students 

meeting and exceeding standards on the GCRCT in the content areas of Social 

Studies, English, and Science. Social Studies and English were significant highlights 

for the academy with an overall average of 91% and 91% respectively of all students 

who met and exceeded standard. In Science, there was an overall 14% increase of 

students who exceeded standards totaling 69% of all students who exceeded standards 

in Science. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

An additional annual measurable objective required at least 95% of our kindergarten 

students to perform at grade level. We had 100% percent of kindergarteners who 

performed on  grade level based on the administration of the Georgia Kindergartener 

Assessment (GKAP) Program for 2007-2008, an improvement of 3% from the 

previous year. The kindergarten  program at the academy has been a model program 

and has been committed to ensuring that students’ experiences are positive, 

rewarding, and effective in determining success and readiness  for first grade. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 
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FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$225,000 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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DEKALB PATH ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Suttiwan Cox 

3007 Hermance Drive 

Atlanta,  GA  30319 

404-846-3242 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2002-07-01 

Grades Served 5 - 8 

Enrollment 274 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 22 
 

Mission 

The mission of PATH is to create a safe and nurturing learning environment in which 

refugee, immigrant and local children from the Chamblee, Doraville and Clarkston areas 

in DeKalb County, Georgia can develop the knowledge, skills, and character needed to 

succeed in top-quality high schools, colleges, and the competitive world beyond 

regardless of their socio-economic and linguistic barriers. 

Demographics 

 DeKalb 

PATH 

Academy 

Charter 

School 

Sutton 

Middle 

School 

Henderson 

Middle 

School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 3.4 5.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 274 901 1,231 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 1%  33% 39% 10% 46% 

Black 29% 39% 30% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 62% 22% 20% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 6% 3% 8% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 3% 4% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 19% 11% 6% 5% 4% 

Gifted 9% 29% 36% 11% 9% 

Special Education 4% 10% 9% 9% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 81% 49% 42% 66% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Eighty percent of the students, excluding IEP, ELL (ESOL), and ELL-M19 (ESOL 

students who exited the ESOL program less than 2 years), whose previous 

standardized test records can be obtained will increase their test scores in reading and 

mathematics each year by 3-5%.  The ITBS scores of 5th, 7th, and 8th grades in 

reading and mathematics increased more than 5% among regular students and more 

than 3% among ELL students. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

The school will decrease the percentage of students excluding IEP and ELL (ESOL), 

scoring at Level 1 in grades 5 through 8 on the Georgia Criterion Referenced 

Competency Test in mathematics and reading by a minimum of 2% each year until a 

rate of 100% has been achieved.   Our school exceeded our goals in all sub-groups.  

Our school met AYP for the third consecutive year.  The Atlanta Journal rated our 

school as a "School of Distinction." According to the most recent GA DoE’ s AYP 

report (dated September 30, 2008), which included the re-test, our test results showed 

a slight increase of the overall scores from the July report.   

Goal 3 Description: 

  

ELL (ESOL) students will increase their raw scores in Language Battery Test or 

ACCESS by a minimum of 5 points each year. Our ELL students performed 
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exceptionally well the in 2007-2008 school year in all subject areas, especially 

reading and language arts. The average increase of the ESOL students’ raw scores on 

ACCESS was over 10 points. Twenty-five percent of ESOL students exited ESOL 

program at the end of the school year. Fifty percent of eighth grade ESOL students 

were accepted to DeKalb Early College Academy (DECA) for the 2008-2009 school 

year. The academic progress and success of our ELL students was very significant 

because it was a core value in our mission. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

We do not have goal 4.  However, we have included other test results and 2007-2008 

Daily Attendance Report in this section.   The hard work of our teachers and students 

paid off in 2007-2008 school year. Our students achieved tremendous academic 

growth.  The results of the test scores of various tests mandated by the state and the 

school system revealed that the average test scores of our students were higher than 

those of their peers in metro Atlanta schools and DeKalb County School System.  

Below is the summary of the results of different tests:  ITBS: The average increase of 

the composite test scores of 5th, 7th, and 8th graders was 6.3% from the previous 

year.  5th Grade Writing: 86% of fifth graders met or exceeded the writing standards, 

an increase of 35% from the previous year.  Middle Grade Writing Assessment: 92% 

of eighth graders met or exceeded the writing standards, an increase of 11% from the 

previous year.  Eighth Grade End of Course Test: 100% of 8th graders who were 

eligible to take Algebra I passed the EOCT, an increase of 27% from the previous 

year.  In the 2007-2008 school year our daily attendance rate remained excellent with 

an average of 97.7% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. 12% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 
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3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$178,000 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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DESTINY ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Clarence Callaway 

3595 Linecrest Rd 

Ellenwood,  GA  30294 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2006-08-07 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 100 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 17 
 

Mission 

The mission of Destiny Academy of Excellence is to provide dropout prevention to all 

students.  We will serve youth that have shown behavioral problems are at-risk of 

engaging in high risk behaviors and are not successful in the traditional school setting.  

The educational programs will be distinguished by varied instructional delivery and 

learning styles and use of technology-across-the-curriculum. 

Demographics 

 Destiny 

Academy of 

Excellence 

Charter 

School 

Martin 

Luther 

King, Jr. 

High School 

Cedar 

Grove High 

School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 2.8 3.5 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 70 2,155 1,347 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 0%         0%        0% 10% 46% 

Black 99% 98% 97% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 1% 1% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 0% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 1% 2% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 5% 4% 

Gifted 0% 6% 2% 11% 9% 

Special Education 11% 8% 8% 9% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 84% 61% 65% 66% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? Yes No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Students will show measurable improvement in first time pass rates on the High 

School Graduation Writing Test.  Destiny has implemented "writing across the 

curriculum" to promote and encourage comprehensive writing stategies.  We also 

offer weekly writing workshops to juniors and seniors. Parent workshops are held 

monthly to encourage additional support with our efforts. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Students will make marginal gains in the reading and math portions of the TABE post 

test. Destiny Academy will complete a pre-testing of the TABE during the fall 

semester.  A post-test administration will be held in the spring to measure results.  We 

expect to see at least a 35% increase in proficiency. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

87.7% of students will pass the Georgia High School Graduation Test in Language 

Arts with proficiency.  Destiny Academy is a credit recovery school; therefore, our 

students have academic deficits in the core curriculum areas that must be addressed.  

We have instituted school wide Supplemental Education, on-going academic 

counseling, and we are placing more emphasis on benchmark data to address student 

learning needs. 
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Goal 4 Description: 

  

74.9% of students will pass the Georgia High School Graduation Test in Math with 

proficiency.  Destiny Academy is a credit recovery school; therefore, our students 

have academic deficits in the core curriculum areas that must be addressed.  We have 

instituted school wide Supplemental Education, on-going academic counseling, and 

we are placing more emphasis on benchmark data to address student learning needs. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. The 

reserve 

represents 75% 

of operating 

expenses. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$35,000 
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TEST RESULTS 
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DOOLY COUNTY CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Randolph P. Ford 

715 N 3rd St. 

Vienna,  GA  31092 

229-268-8181 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dooly 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2005-09-01 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 350 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 35 
 

Mission 

The charter school shall provide students with a quality, individualized curriculum that 

will allow students to reach their potential and will foster lifelong learning. 

Demographics 

 Dooly County 

High School 

Crisp 

County 

High School 

Macon 

County 

High School 

Dooly 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 10.3 18.8 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 375 1,150 579 1,395 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 7%  36% 11% 9% 46% 

Black 83% 61% 84% 77% 38% 

Hispanic 7% 1% 3% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 1% 2% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 3% 0% 1% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 1% 0% 2% 3% 4% 

Gifted 0% 5% 1% 0% 9% 

Special Education 7% 12% 8% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 93% 65% 79% 91% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? Yes Yes Yes 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

One goal of the charter is to increase the promotion rate for first-time ninth graders by 

50%, compared to the previous year's promotion rate as measured by attainment of 

Carnegie units. An analysis of the promotion rates for the first-time ninth graders 

reflects a 6% increase over the previous year. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Another goal of the charter is to increase the percentage of students remaining on 

track by 50%, compared to the previous year's promotion rates as measured by 

promotion/retention factors. We had an 83% promotion rate. The retention rate of 

ninth graders decreased by 1%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 
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FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$70,000 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 DUNWOODY SPRINGS CHARTER ELEMENTARY 
 

Contact Information 

Ivy Gainey 

8100 Roberts Drive 

Sandy Springs,  GA  30350 

770-673-4060 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2005-08-15 

Grades Served PK - 5 

Enrollment 855 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 76 
 

Mission 

It is the mission of Dunwoody Springs Charter Elementary School to educate each 

individual in our care to the best of our abilities and expertise, to build an environment 

that fosters learning, respect, and leadership, to aid families in the development of the 

whole child, and to prepare our children for anticipation in a democratic society and a 

global economy. 

Demographics 

 Dunwoody 

Springs 

Charter 

School 

Woodland 

Elementary 

School 

River Eves 

Elementary 

School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.4 2.4 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 772 869 707 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 16%  29% 50% 37% 46% 

Black 48% 43% 25% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 26% 14% 15% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 3% 6% 4% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 7% 8% 6% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 18% 10% 7% 5% 4% 

Gifted 12% 10% 10% 14% 9% 

Special Education 10% 11% 10% 10% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 67% 47% 38% 37% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

One of our goals was to "Improve overall student academic performance in general 

and specifically as it relates to exceeding standards on the CRCT scores."  We have a 

Talented and Gifted (TAG) teacher on staff to train teachers in the use of "gifted 

strategies" to be used in the general education classrooms. She teaches TAG / higher 

order thinking strategies, models lessons and observes teachers as they implement the 

newly acquired strategies. She provides feedback and suggestions and maintains a 

catalogue of lessons as a means of sharing best practices.  At the end of the 2007-

2008 school year, 50 teachers had been trained. As a result of this training we saw 

increases in the percentages of students exceeding expectations on the CRCT in 1st 

grade - reading, ELA and math; 2nd grade - ELA and math; 3rd grade - math (reading 

and ELA remained the same/no decrease); 4th grade - reading and ELA; and 5th 

grade - ELA and math (reading remained the same/ no decrease). We have 15+ 

additional teachers being trained this year. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Another charter goal involved the collaborative partnership with Georgia State 

University. We are one of several Professional Development Schools and as such we 

host student teachers and interns from GSU. This serves to prepare prospective 

teachers for the challenges of teaching in a diverse school setting and benefits our 

students by reducing the teacher/pupil ratio in many of our classrooms. This 

partnership is well-received by our teachers and parents alike. We hired five Georgia 
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State students who are currently teaching in various grade levels, all of them receive 

support from mentors and from the on-site Georgia State professor who was their 

supervisor last year. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Our charter provides additional support to students in grades 1-5 in Language 

Arts/Reading. The ELAC (Enhanced Language Arts Classroom) program provides 

additional support for identified "at risk" students in Music and Art classes. These Art 

and Music teachers are trained to teach reading through Art and Music. The ITBS is 

administered to 3rd and 5th grade students. Last year's ITBS test results showed an 

increase of 4 points over the previous years reading score for 3rd grade and a 10 point 

increase in total language scores.   Fifth grade total reading score increased 10 points   

and total language scores increased 7 points. We attribute these increases to the 

ELAC program along with other support programs implemented. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Our charter also addresses the concern of effectively evaluating and meeting the 

needs of all students specifically students new to our school and those performing 

below grade level. We provide training on a variety of topics each year using not only 

the county early release days, but monthly staff development days as well.  Last year 

we focused as a school on writing.  Our Fifth Grade Writing scores increased 17 

points.  The 2006-2007 scores showed 63% of students with a passing score, and the 

2007-2008 scores indicated that 80% of our students passed the state writing 

assessement. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 $0 
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school year? 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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FARGO CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Danny Ellis 

80 City Hall Drive 

Fargo,  GA  31631 

912-637-5466 

 

Basic Facts 

District Clinch 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2000-08-14 

Grades Served K-3 

Enrollment 37 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 2 
 

Mission 

The mission of Fargo Charter School, in collaboration with parents, the Fargo 

community, and the Clinch County Board of Education, is to provide educational 

opportunities for and to encourage students to strive for excellence. As a result, all 

children will become competent citizens capable of making responsible decisions when 

faced with the challenges of the future. 

Demographics 

 Fargo 

Charter 

School 

Ware 

Magnet 

School 

Clinch 

County 

Primary 

School 

Clinch 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 16.7 20.2 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 31 486 440 1,354 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 77%  69% 56% 59% 46% 

Black 13% 19% 39% 37% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 5% 1% 1% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 4% 0% 0% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

3% 2% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 6% 1% 3% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 1% 0% 0% 4% 

Gifted 0% 34% 0% 1% 9% 

Special Education 7% 8% 20% 17% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 61% 30% 74% 66% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Fargo Charter School students will improve reading/language abilities by 

participating in an interdisciplinary curriculum. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Fargo Charter School students will improve mathematical abilities by participating in 

an interdisciplinary curriculum. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Fargo Charter School students will increase learning skills in a safe, inviting, and 

supportive learning environment. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Fargo Charter School will create a cooperative working liaison between the school, 

parents, and the community. 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$104,989.35 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 FORSYTH COUNTY ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Brad Smith 

7745 Majors Road 

Cumming,  GA  30041 

 

Basic Facts 

District Forsyth 

Type LEA Start-Up 

Opened 2005-08-08 

Grades Served 10 - 12 

Enrollment 85 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 4.5 
 

Mission 

To provide an engaging, relevant, and rigorous curriculum, supported by positive 

interactive relationships, in an effort to ensure that students reach their full academic and 

social potential and are productive members of the community. 

Demographics 

 Forsyth 

County 

Academy 

Forsyth 

Central 

High School 

South 

Forsyth 

Middle 

School 

Forsyth 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 5.6 0.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 86 1,697 843 30,359 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 93%  82% 86% 82% 46% 

Black 1% 1% 2% 2% 38% 

Hispanic 5% 14% 3% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 1% 7% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 1% 1% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 5% 2% 4% 4% 

Gifted 0% 8% 31% 15% 9% 

Special Education 9% 10% 7% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 0% 18% 4% 14% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal:  Increase the school graduation rate by 5% over the previous year.  Our 

graduation rate in the 2006-07 school year was 88.3% (according to school 

calculations).  Our graduation rate for the 2007-08 school year was 89.6% (according 

to school calculations).  Although this does not meet the goal of a 5% increase, we 

feel that a 5% increase is not feasible due to the high percentage that has already been 

established.  We will be writing an amendment to the charter to establish new goal 

percentages which will be more accurate and achieveable. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal:  Increase the first time pass rate on ELA portion of the Georgia High School 

Graduation Test by 5% over the previous year.  The first time pass rate in 2006-07 

was 100%.  Obviously a 5% increase would be impossible.  Our goal was to try to 

maintain the passing percentange.  Unfortunately, we dropped to 97% passing.  Due 

to the small number of students taking the test this drop equated to one student.    

Although this does not meet the goal of a 5% increase, we feel that a 5% increase is 

not feasible due to the high percentage that has already been established.  We will be 

writing an amendment to the charter to establish new goal percentages which will be 

more accurate and achieveable. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal:  Increase the first time pass rate on the Math portion of the Georgia High 

School Graduation Test by 5% over the previous year.  The first time pass rate in 

http://www.gadoe.org/


209 

 

2006-07 was 95.2%.  The first time pass rate for 2007-08 was 100%.  We feel we 

definitely met our goal in this area and will be looking to maintain this rate in the 

future.  Although this does meet the goal of a 5% increase, we feel that a 5% increase 

in the future is not feasible due to the high percentage that has already been 

established.  We will be writing an amendment to the charter to establish new goal 

percentages which will be more accurate and achieveable. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Goal:  Decrease the dropout rate in Forsyth County.  We have not received final 

dropout rates from the GDOE and therefore cannot determine if we have met this goal 

for the 2007-08 school year. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$51,000 
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TEST RESULTS 
 



211 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



212 

 

FULTON SCIENCE ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Kenan Sener 

1675 Hembree Rd 

Alpharetta,  GA  30009 

770-753-4141 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2002-08-01 

Grades Served 6 - 8 

Enrollment 411 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 38 
 

Mission 

FSA's mission is to execute the instruction of the middle school Math-Science curriculum 

with the help of proven successful methods in a stimulating and supporting environment 

to prepare the entire student body to reach their maximum potential in these subjects so 

that on this basis they will get the most out of their high school Math-Science education 

which is the key for future success. 

Demographics 

 Fulton 

Science 

Academy 

Hopewell 

Middle 

School 

Northwestern 

Middle 

School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.9 3.3 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 431 1,076 1,206 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 61%  68% 80% 37% 46% 

Black 16% 14% 8% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 4% 7% 4% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 14% 6% 4% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 5% 4% 3% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 2% 0% 5% 4% 

Gifted 44% 30% 35% 14% 9% 

Special Education 10% 11% 11% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 0% 12% 6% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

OBJECTIVE: Improve student achievement in the area of Math. Performance 

Measures: Percentage of 8th grade students scoring at or above the 75th percentile on 

the ITBS in the area of Math.  Target: 3% increase from the previous year.  Results: 

83% which is an 11% increase from the previous year. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

OBJECTIVE: Improve student achievement in the area of Math.  Performance 

Measures: The average scaled score will increase 3 points each year on the EOCT.  

Target: The average scaled score will increase 3 points each year on the EOCT.  

Results:   Algebra - 707 (23 points increase from the previous year) and Geometry - 

680 (6 points increase from the previous year). 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

OBJECTIVE: Improve student achievement in the area of Language Arts.  

Performance Measures: Percent of 8th grade students exceeding target on the Georgia 

Middle Grades Writing Assessment.  Target: 3 percentage points increase from the 

previous year.  Result: 21% - Since the test changed, we are not able to compare this 

with the previous year. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/


214 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

OBJECTIVE:  Improve student achievement in the area of Science.  Performance 

Measures:  The percentage of Level 2 and Level 3 students on the Criterion-

Referenced Competency Test (CRCT).  Target: 6th Grade - 92, 7th Grade - 88, 8th 

Grade – 89.  Results: 6th Grade - 88, 7th Grade - 97, 8th Grade – 89.  

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  10.89% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$481,955 
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TEST RESULTS 
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FUTRAL ROAD ELEMENTARY 
 

Contact Information 

Larry L. Jones 

180 Futral Road 

Griffin,  GA  30224 

770-229-3735 

 

Basic Facts 

District Spalding 

Type Conversion 

Opened 1998-08-15 

Grades Served PK - 5 

Enrollment 677 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 39 
 

Mission 

To provide a nurturing environment that ensures learning for all for life. 

Demographics 

 Futral Road 

Elementary 

School 

Crescent 

Road 

Elementary 

School 

Jackson 

Road 

Elementary 

School 

Spalding 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.4 2.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 656 401 485 10,543 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 72%  81% 69% 48% 46% 

Black 21% 15% 24% 45% 38% 

Hispanic 3% 1% 2% 3% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 4% 2% 5% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 1% 4% 

Gifted 3% 11% 3% 6% 9% 

Special Education 12% 8% 13% 12% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 49% 29% 65% 64% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

At least 90% of students will meet/exceed expectations on the English/Language Arts 

portion of the CRCT.  Eighty-eight percent of our students met or exceeded standards 

on the Language Arts portion of the Spring 2008 CRCT. A school focus on increased 

staff training on progress monitoring and more efficient monitoring in all areas of 

instruction was implemented. Power Writing was implemented in grades 3-5 to 

address written expression.  A continued effort to seamlessly integrate technology 

with instruction saw great strides.  An increase in the number of Smart Boards, 

laptops and other computer technology made technology more accessible to students.  

A traveling substitute teacher team was also used to allow teachers to have common 

planning times to plan and implement units throughout the school year. Pre and post 

assessments, along with rubrics were used to provide clear expectations for students.  

Essential questions and standards were displayed for skills in classrooms and a focus 

on differentiation and standards-based instruction was maintained.  Commentary on 

student work was visible to the students and used as an instructional tool. A 90-

minute reading/language arts block has also been added within the school day. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

At least 90% of students will meet/exceed expectations on the math portion of CRCT.    

Eighty-two percent of our students met or exceeded standards on the mathematics 

portion of the CRCT.  Math  was a primary focus for the 07-08 school year.  With the 

implementation of new math standards, focus was put on an increase in progress 

monitoring to more frequently assess students’ achievement and mathematical 

growth. A higher number of students did not meet expectations in grades 3-5 on the 

CRCT than in previous years.  These scores reflect the change in the math standards.  

Futral is anticipating higher scores this school year, after the one year implementation 
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period. Accelerated Math has been implemented in all of our 2nd-5th grade 

classrooms.  Scanners and printers were purchased for many of our classrooms 

through school fundraising efforts.  Participation in Math Dailies and Challenge 24 

math programs were encouraged. Students were recognized for growth.  Math was 

another area where instruction was increased to 90 minutes.  Saxon Math and Drops 

in a Bucket were implemented with students that were not making expected progress 

on progress monitoring evaluations. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

At least 94% of students will meet/exceed expectations on reading portion of CRCT.    

Ninety-six percent of our students met or exceeded on the reading portion of the 

CRCT. Accelerated Reading continues to serve as an incentive to enhance student 

performance.  Substitutes were also provided for grade level teachers to have a 

common planning time.  The Houghton-Mifflin and STAR reading assessments were 

used to assess student needs and growth.  The reading/language arts block was 

implemented for 120 minutes of reading/language arts instruction.  Spalding High 

School students are used weekly to help students with reading deficits.  The Read and 

Lead program provided approximately 12 students per week to work with targeted 

students. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Improve student attendance where 97% of students are absent 15 or less days 

throughout the school year.      Ninety-eight percent of students were absent 15 or less 

days throughout the year.   Students with perfect attendance each 9 weeks received a 

token and were recognized for this accomplishment.  Parents were also informed of 

attendance requirements through letters, calls and at PTO meetings.  The counselor 

sends letters to students who reach 5, 7 and 10 days absent.  A collaborative effort 

with the school, parents and the school system social worker was attributed with the 

success of this goal. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 
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FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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GATEWAY TO COLLEGE ACADEMY/ GPC 
 

Contact Information 

Robert A. Wigfall 

Georgia Perimeter College/Clarkston 

Campus 

Clarkston,  GA  30021 

678-891-3439 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2005-08-22 

Grades Served 10 - 12 

Enrollment 100 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 4 
 

Mission 

The mission of the Gateway to College Academy is to recover high school drop outs or 

students boardering on the verge of dropping out between the ages of 16 and 20 (grades 

10th through 12th) and re-channel the students back into the educational pipeline. 

Demographics 

 Gateway to 

College 

Academy 

Southwest 

DeKalb 

High School 

Columbia 

High School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 3.1 3.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 115 1832 1,323 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 7%         0%        0% 10% 46% 

Black 90% 97% 98% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 0% 1% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 0% 0% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 2% 1% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 5% 4% 

Gifted 0% 12% 3% 11% 9% 

Special Education 1% 7% 9% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 11% 50% 70% 66% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

GTCA strives to ensure that our students are able to pass the series of GHSGT exams.    

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Maintain an attendance rating in the 90 percentile range. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Raise the number of GTCA graduates and assisted referrals to GED programs for 

high school completion. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

To increase community awareness of the GTCA through the use of media and 

community interaction by fostering postive relationships with community agencies 

(churches, recreation centers, libraries, etc.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 
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2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 GEORGE WALTON COMPREHENSIVE HIGH 

SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Judith McNeill 

1590 Bill Murdock Rd. 

Marietta,  GA  30062 

770-578-3225 

 

Basic Facts 

District Cobb 

Type Conversion 

Opened 1975-08-01 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 2632 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 180 
 

Mission 

Walton High School’s mission is to educate students who are well prepared to meet the 

challenges of their post-secondary goals.  Walton pledges its resources to the 

development of the whole student, addressing academic, social, emotional, and career 

needs while fostering attitudes of good citizenship, cultural awareness, lifelong learning, 

and compassion. 

Demographics 

 Walton High 

School 

Pope High 

School 

Wheeler 

High School 

Cobb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 2.5 2.9 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 2,629 1,922 1,884 106,673 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 77%  83% 42% 47% 46% 

Black 5% 6% 36% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 2% 3% 10% 15% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 14% 6% 8% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 3% 2% 4% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 6% 6% 4% 

Gifted 30% 27% 23% 11% 9% 

Special Education 8% 13% 7% 11% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 2% 5% 31% 35% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The first specific charter goal is to reinforce and strengthen thinking and reasoning 

skills. On standardized tests administered in 2008, Walton seniors proved they were 

able to gather and use information and to solve problems effectively. On the SAT, for 

instance, the mean score for Walton students increased from 1697 to 1712, 188 points 

above the county average, 246 above the state average, and 201 points above the 

national average. Walton’s average composite ACT score of 25, the highest in the 

state, was 3 points above the county’s average, 4.4 points higher than the state’s 

average, and 4 points higher than the national average. In addition, Walton scored in 

the top ten high schools in the state on 7 out of 8 EOCTs and on all parts of the 

GHSGT.   Walton students also showed they were able to generate new and creative 

ideas by taking considered risks in a variety of contexts: in fact, 1,076 out of 2,618 

(41 percent) of students took at least one AP class, and 2,508 AP tests were 

administered. 70 percent of those exams received a score of 3 or above, and 20 

percent received a score of 5. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

The second specific charter goal is to expand and integrate knowledge across the 

curriculum. The number of AP classes taken and AP tests administered and passed 

(see above) indicate Walton’s students’ abilities to connect knowledge and 

experiences from the different subject areas, to use what they already know to acquire 

new skills and expand understanding, to demonstrate integrated knowledge and skills 
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in applying multidisciplinary approaches to solve problems or to complete tasks, and 

to recognize, analyze, evaluate, and communicate curriculum with clarity and 

purpose. More specifically, Walton continued its writing across the curriculum 

program in 2007-2008 with great success: SAT writing scores increased 7 points 

between 2007 and 2008. Likewise, vertical teams that teach grades 6-12 for all 

academic areas are in place. During teaming, teachers discuss specific ways to 

integrate knowledge from year to year. This process has been effective; students at all 

academic levels are prepared to succeed in tough AP classes. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The third specific charter goal is to promote and develop personal and social 

responsibility. Clearly, Walton students met this goal: 69 percent of the student body 

was involved in Community Service. In the 2007-2008 school year, students recorded 

62,542 hours of community service.   Also, WEBs (Walton Enrichment Block) 

facilitate personal responsibility in that students with parental permission, except for 

freshmen who have one or more grades lower than 73, may choose whether to attend 

help sessions with teachers. Because students are able to prioritize their 

responsibilities, they learn important skills relative to personal growth. 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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TEST RESULTS 
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GWINNETT CHARTER SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS, 

SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Contact Information 

Dr. Jeff Mathews 

3737 Brock Road, Bldg 100 

Duluth,  GA  30096 

678-473-6292 

 

Basic Facts 

District Gwinnett 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2007-08-13 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 172 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 17 
 

Mission 

The Gwinnett Charter School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology (GCSMST) 

nurtures the talents of high potential students through a unique, challenging, and 

integrated curriculum with a focus on mathematics, science, and technology. 

Demographics 

 Gwinnett 

Charter 

School of 

Mathematics, 

Science and 

Technology 

Norcross 

High School 

Duluth 

High School 

Gwinnett 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.7 2.0 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 192 2,884 2,203 154,901 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 43%  30% 32% 36% 46% 

Black 20% 29% 19% 27% 38% 

Hispanic 5% 29% 20% 22% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 29% 9% 25% 10% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 4% 3% 4% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 8% 10% 8% 4% 

Gifted 56% 17% 15% 13% 9% 

Special Education 1% 9% 9% 11% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 16% 49% 33% 41% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

GOAL: Beginning with the ninth grade, all students enrolled will progress to the next 

sequential grade toward graduation.    All students (100%) attending GCSMST the 

2007-2008 enrollment, earned the necessary credits to progress to the next sequential 

grade toward graduation. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

GOAL: All students will be expected to complete additional Carnegie units of credits 

beyond the current college prep plus diploma requirements of 24, and complete 

corresponding performance-based exams to earn a diploma.    All students (100%) 

attending GCSMST, from the 2007-2008 enrollment, remain on target to complete 

additional Carnegie units of credits beyond the current requirement of 24, along with 

all performance based exams necessary to earn a diploma. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

GOAL: 100% of students will participate in an official mentor/internship program 

prior to graduation. Of the 172 students enrolled at the end of 2007-2008 school year, 

100% participated in an official mentor/internship. Forty unique speakers spoke to our 

students through Phase I of our Partnership Program. Students prepared questions for 

the visiting speakers. The Partnership Program gives all of the students an opportunity 
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to hear from industry experts, university professors, and community leaders to 

broaden their vision of potential careers.  The speakers provide insight into the natural 

progression of careers, traditional and nontraditional career paths, and how they 

individually arrived at their current position in their career.  Each speaker meets with 

8 - 10 students to create an atmosphere for building the foundation for future 

internships to be experienced during future Phases of the GCSMST Partnership 

Program. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

GOAL: All students will meet graduation requirement scores on language arts, 

mathematics, science, social studies, and writing by the completion of Grade 11.  All 

students are on target to meet graduation requirement scores on language arts, 

mathematics, science, social studies, and writing by completion of Grade 11.  100% 

of all GCSMST students passed the Geometry EOCT. 78% of GCSMST students 

performed in the exceeds category on the Geometry EOCT. Completion of the other 

standardized test by GCSMST students revealed a 99% passing rate for the Ninth 

Grade Literature and Composition EOCT. 77% performed at the exceeds level in this 

score requirement. Each accomplishment received the "Superintendent's 

Distinguished Achievement Award" as recognized from Superintendent Cox's office. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes, included 

as a part of the 

overall 

Gwinnett 

County Public 

Schools 

reserve, as 

GSMST is an 

LEA start-up 

charter. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 
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FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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 HAPEVILLE CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Jannard Rainey 

3535 South Fulton Ave 

Hapeville,  GA  30354 

404-767-7730 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2004-08-02 

Grades Served 6 - 8 

Enrollment 430 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 28 
 

Mission 

To prepare each student for a college preparatory high school in a safe and caring 

learning environment. 

Demographics 

 Hapeville 

Charter 

Middle 

School 

Paul D. 

West 

Middle 

School 

KIPP South 

Fulton 

Academy 

School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 3.9 1.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 412 959 300 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 4%         2%        0% 37% 46% 

Black 80% 79% 97% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 11% 16% 1% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 2% 0% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 3% 1% 1% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 2% 3% 0% 5% 4% 

Gifted 3% 7% 0% 14% 9% 

Special Education 6% 16% 5% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 70% 87% 70% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes No Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Hapeville Charter will prepare students for a College Prepatory High School in a 

loving and caring environment and out score students in Fulton County.  In 8th grade, 

students attending Hapeville Charter scored significantly higher than comparison 

students on the Social Studies test.  Furthermore, a higher percentage of 8th grade 

Hapeville Charter students than comparison students performed at Levels 2 or 3 on 

the CRCT in the areas of Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

When comparing by grade level, the group mean score results of Hapeville Charter 

School students completing standardized assessments in reading will equal or exceed 

the group mean score results of Fulton County Schools. 8th Grade students at 

Hapeville Charter School scored at 94% in reading (same as FCBOE).  7th Grade 

students at Hapeville Charter School scored at 90% in reading (2% points lower than 

FCBOE).  6th Grade students at Hapeville Charter School scored at 96% in reading 

(2% points higher than FCBOE). Overall students at Hapeville Charter School scored 

93.3% in reading, equaling the score of the entire district. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

When comparing by grade level, the group mean score results of Hapeville Charter 

School students completing standardized assessments in mathematics will exceed the 

group mean score results of demographically similar schools in the Fulton County 

System. 8th Grade students at Hapeville Charter School out performed schools of 

similar demograhics 94% to 88%.  7th Grade students at Hapeville Charter School out 

performed schools of similar demograhics 90% to 85%.  6th Grade students at 
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Hapeville Charter School out performed schools of similar demograhics 96% to 87%.    

Overall students at Hapeville Charter School out performed schools of similar 

demographics 93% to 86%. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

When comparing by grade level, the group mean score results of Hapeville Charter 

School students completing standardized assessments in reading will exceed the 

group mean score results of demographically similar schools in the Fulton County 

School System.    8th Grade students at Hapeville Charter School out performed 

schools of similar demograhics 68% to 41%.  7th Grade students at Hapeville Charter 

School out performed schools of similar demograhics 82% to 64%.  6th Grade 

students at Hapeville Charter School out performed schools of similar demograhics 

64% to 51%.    Overall students at Hapeville Charter School out performed schools of 

similar demographics 71% to 52%. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. 18% for 

summer 

salaries and 

benefits. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$113,380 
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TEST RESULTS 
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 IMAGINE INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF 

SMYRNA 
 

Contact Information 

Gloria Clarke 

4451 South Atlanta Road 

Smyrna,  GA  30080 

678-370-0980 

 

Basic Facts 

District Cobb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2007-07-30 

Grades Served K-8 

Enrollment 420 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 30 
 

Mission 

Imagine International Academy of Smyrna is a community partnership whose purpose is 

to empower students to be critical thinkers, well-rounded individuals, and caring world 

citizens by developing intellect in a nurturing environment through participation in a 

rigorous and relevant curriculum. 

Demographics 

 Imagine 

International 

Academy of 

Smyrna 

Teasley 

Elementary 

School 

Campbell 

Middle 

School 

Cobb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.3 0.5 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 513 486 1,011 106,673 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 21%  38% 10% 47% 46% 

Black 61% 39% 48% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 7% 4% 36% 15% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 3% 11% 2% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 6% 8% 4% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 5% 9% 6% 4% 

Gifted 6% 9% 5% 11% 9% 

Special Education 5% 7% 12% 11% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 52% 40% 82% 35% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Students will meet/exceed standard for Reading during CRCT spring administration.  

Students met/exceeded the standards as follows:  1st grade 95.5%; 2nd grade 95%; 

3rd grade 77%; 4th grade 87%; 5th grade 73%; 6th grade 94.6%; and 7th grade 96%.  

The overall school average for Reading is 88%. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Students will meet/exceed standard for English/Language Arts during CRCT spring 

administration.  Students met/exceeded the standards as follows:  1st grade 87.75%; 

2nd grade 90%; 3rd grade 77%; 4th grade 87.6%; 5th grade 86%; 6th grade 93%; and 

7th grade 91%.  The overall school average is 86.6%. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Students will meet/exceed the standard for Math during CRCT spring administration.  

Students met/exceedd the standards as follows:  1st grade 87.75%; 2nd grade 86%; 

3rd grade 63.5%; 4th grade 58.6%; 5th grade 45%; 6th grade 71.6%; and 7th grade 

96%.  The overall school average is 72.6%. 
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Goal 4 Description: 

  

Staff will begin initial stage for becoming an International Baccaulaureate (IB) 

School.  Staff members began initial training in July 2007.  Over 35% of staff 

(approximately 15) have completed level 1 training.  Staff members collaboratively 

developed units of inquiry and completed site visits to local IB Schools. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No. The 

current facility 

is temporary.  

Plans are 

underway to 

secure a 

permanent site 

with a 

projected 

opening date of 

July 2009. 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$1,350,211 
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TEST RESULTS 
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267 
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IMAGINE WESLEY INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

James Taylor 

1049 Custer Avenue SE 

Atlanta,  GA  30316 

678-904-9137 

 

Basic Facts 

District Atlanta Public Schools 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2007-08-20 

Grades Served K-8 

Enrollment 256 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 20 
 

Mission 

Imagine Wesley International Academy strives to educate internationally minded 

students capable of leading and thriving in today's interconnected global environment.  

We serve students of talent and character, offering them an education that broadens their 

perspectives, sharpens their minds, strengthens their bodies, and engages their hearts. 

Demographics 

 Imagine 

Wesley 

International 

Academy  

Gresham 

Park 

Elementary 

School 

Sky Haven 

Elementary 

School 

Atlanta 

Public 

Schools 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.9 1.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 240 284 378 49,101 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 11%         0%        1% 10% 46% 

Black 79% 99% 91% 84% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 0% 6% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 3% 0% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 8% 1% 2% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 6% 3% 4% 

Gifted 0% 5% 0% 9% 9% 

Special Education 3% 10% 8% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 62% 91% 97% 76% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Achieve at least a school-wide CRCT pass rate of 90% in Reading for the 2007-2008 

school year. Imagine Wesley achieved a school-wide CRCT pass rate of 94% in 

Reading for the 2007-2008 school year. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Achieve at least a school-wide CRCT pass rate of 90% in Language Arts for the 

2007-2008 school year. Imagine Wesley achieved a school-wide CRCT pass rate of 

91% in Language Arts for the 2007-2008 school year. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Achieve Annual Yearly Progress for the 2007-2008 school year as measured by the 

Georgia CRCT tests. Imagine Wesley Students performed very well on last spring’s  

CRCT and achieved Annual Yearly Progress as determined by the Federal No Child 

Left Behind law. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Achieve a student retention and re-enrollment rate of at least 90% for the 2007-2008 

school year. Imagine Wesley re-enrolled 243 out of 256 students for the 2008-2009 

school year, achieving a re-enrollment rate of 95%.  Imagine Wesley won the Imagine 

Schools' Parent Satisfaction award for the top re-enrollment rate of all news schools 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$471,529 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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IMAGINE INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF MABLETON 
 

Contact Information 

Barbara A. Guillory 

6688 Mableton Parkway 

Mableton,  GA  30126 

678-384-8920 

 

Basic Facts 

District Cobb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2007-08-06 

Grades Served K-8 

Enrollment 595 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 30 
 

Mission 

Imagine International Academy of Mableton is a community of life long learners who 

strive to create a nurturing environment committed to developing intellect through a 

rigorous and relevant curriculum which fosters respect for our world. 

Demographics 

 Imagine 

International 

Academy of 

Mableton 

Harmony-

Leland 

Elementary 

School 

Lindley 

Middle 

School 

Cobb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.6 0.5 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 611 454 1,274 106,673 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 12%  11% 4% 47% 46% 

Black 77% 51% 63% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 4% 28% 29% 15% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 2% 1% 0% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 5% 9% 3% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 9% 11% 6% 4% 

Gifted 0% 2% 5% 11% 9% 

Special Education 4% 11% 13% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 60% 69% 79% 35% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

In the area of Reading as measured by the Reading Comprehension portion of the 

CRCT the Imagine Mableton percentage of students meeting and exceeding target 

will either meet or exceed the outcome from comparable schools.    Elementary: Clay 

Elementary 73.8% Middle School: Lindley Middle 83.0%     *Imagine International 

Academy of Mableton: 84.1% 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

In the area of Language Arts as measured by the Language Arts portion of the CRCT 

the Imagine Mableton percentage of students meeting on target and exceeding target 

will either meet or exceed the outcomes from comparable schools.   Elementary: Clay 

Elementary 73.8%   Middle: Lindley Middle 83.0%     *Imagine International 

Academy of Mableton: 84% 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

In the area of Math as measured by the Math portion of the CRCT the Imagine 

Mableton percentage of students meeting and exceeding target will either meet or 

exceed the outcomes from comparable schools. Elementary: Clay Elementary 59.6%  

Middle: Lindley Middle 51.1%  *Imagine International Academy of Mableton: 48.5% 

 

Goal 4 Description: 
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Teachers will begin to engage in professional development activites to initiate the 

process of the school becoming an K-8 International Baccalureate School. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$256,402 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Laurent Ditmann 

3260 Covington Highway 

Decatur,  GA  30032 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2002-08-01 

Grades Served K-6 

Enrollment 381 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 41 
 

Mission 

The International Community School provides refugee, immigrant and local children 

with an international education.  The school explores and celebrates cultural differences 

in an academically challenging, nurturing and intentionally multi-ethnic environment. 

Demographics 

 International 

Community 

School 

Avondale 

Elementary 

School 

Forrest 

Hills 

Elementary 

School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.3 0.9 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 378 374 207 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 22%         5%        5% 10% 46% 

Black 56% 90% 90% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 2% 2% 1% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 10% 2% 1% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 9% 2% 2% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 24% 9% 6% 5% 4% 

Gifted 0% 7% 7% 11% 9% 

Special Education 3% 7% 13% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 64% 92% 81% 66% 51% 

 



296 

 

PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

AYP: For the first time in five years, ICS met only 8 out of 11 Adequate Yearly 

Progress requirements.  While we do not wish to minimize the seriousness of this 

situation in any way, we note that the past year was one of significant statistical 

decline for a large number of Georgia's schools, especially in DeKalb County.  While 

our general and test attendance criteria were as usual handily met, we experienced a 

drop in math scores.  We are now addressing this issue through specific GPS training, 

support from an instructional coach, an after-school academy targeting students 

struggling in Math and Reading, and additional resources poured into EIP and Special 

Education classes. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal: CRCT as criterion. In the cases of students who have taken the CRCT in the 

previous year, the baseline will be the results in reading and math in that year. The 

ICS goal will be that 10% of students at Level I in reading and/or math in the 

previous year will raise their scores to Level II. At least 10% of students at Level II in 

reading and/or math  in the previous year  will raise their scores to Level III.  In cases 

of students who have not taken the CRCT in the previous year, the year of entry at 

ICS will constitute the baseline year.  This data below clearly indicates that while 

much work remains to be done in the area of AYP, our teaching staff is still 

delivering positive results through its innovative methods and highly individualized 

approach to students. Math Improvement: A closer analysis of our scores reveals an 

image of our students’ performance more informative than our AYP deficiency.  In 

2007-2008, out of 381 students, 162 students could be tracked for CRCT scores from 

the previous years.  Out of these 162 students, 32 started at level and 10 of these 

moved to Level 2 (31.25%). Of the 104 who started at Level 2, 16 moved to Level 3 
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(15.38%).   19% of students not yet at Level 3 thus moved up by one level. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal: CRCT as Criterion (see above). Reading Improvement: Out of 162 trackable 

students, 108 were in a position to move up by one reading level.  7 out of 20 Level 1 

students moved up to Level 2 (35%) while 20 out of 88 Level 2 students moved to 

Level 3 (22.73%).  Thus 25% of our students below Level 3 moved up at least by one 

level.  Given the increased number and relative statistical weight of ELL students, 

many of them unable to take the test, this suggests that our students are actually 

benefitting from our literacy effort undergirded by the Reading Recovery program in 

1st grade. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Goal: Diversity. The school will maintain the same degree of student, teacher and 

staff diversity in terms of national, ethnic, religious and socioeconomic backgrounds 

as it had at its opening.  In addition, the Board and staff shall reflect the same 

diversity as in the student body.  By networking with resettlement agencies, contacts 

with the leadership of various refugee and immigrant groups, and appropriate 

transportation planning,  ICS will seek to overcome the communication, cultural, and 

practical barriers that often result in the refugee population not knowing of the 

availability of  ICS as an appropriate educational option.    As in the past years, ICS's 

main strength and uniqueness resides in its intentional cultural, ethnic, national, 

linguistic, and socioeconomic diversity.  Regarding students, we have maintained a 

balance of 48% refugee and immigrant children and 52% American-born children.  

63% of our students were Title 1.  Out of 380 students, 145 were males (38.16%) and 

235 (61.84%) females.  African students or students of African descent comprised 

54% of the student population, Caucasian 25%, and others groups 21%. Considering 

the staff (full and part time, including assistants from external organizations), we had 

a total of 88 staff members, with 20 males (22.7%) and 68 females (66.3%).  8 were 

Asians (9.1%), 45 Caucasians (51.2%), 31 (35.2%) African or of African descent, 3 

Hispanics, and 1 Native American. Within the staff, the international assistants (many 

of them refugees from Kurdistan, Bosnia, Burundi or Myanmar) played a critical role 

in facilitating communication and community building with the refugee community. 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes 14.5% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$183,375 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 INTERNATIONAL STUDIES ELEMENTARY 

CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Zeda L. George 

2237 Cutts Drive 

Albany,  GA  31705 

229-431-3384 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dougherty 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2005-08-03 

Grades Served K-5 

Enrollment 483 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 36 
 

Mission 

The mission of the International Studies Elemetary Charter School is to develop high 

academic skills, and understanding of international ideas, cultural diversity, responsible 

citizenship, as well as critical and compassionate thinking. Students enrolled in the school 

will become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand and respect the 

difference of others. 

Demographics 

 International 

Studies 

Elementary 

Charter 

School 

Turner 

Elementary 

School 

Sylvester 

Road 

Elementary 

School 

Dougherty 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.6 1.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 458 501 520 16,146 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 7%         2%        8% 11% 46% 

Black 80% 96% 84% 87% 38% 

Hispanic 10% 1% 5% 1% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 0% 0% 0% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 1% 3% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 7% 0% 0% 0% 4% 

Gifted 1% 0% 0% 3% 9% 

Special Education 7% 9% 11% 10% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 74% 96% 93% 77% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

One of the best indicators of a successful school is parent participation. Our 

2007/2008 data indicate that the percentage of parents volunteering increased 

marginally by one percent. We had a total enrollment of 458 students and our records 

indicate that 316 parents of those students completed between one and one hundred 

volunteer hours. There was an increase from 68% to 69% but our goal is 100%. With 

a goal of 100% we are constantly trying to communicate and demonstrate to our 

parents the important role they play as stakeholders. Parent involvement is addressed 

in the school improvement plan and in the Head of School’s professional and personal 

goals submitted to the Superintendent of the Dougherty County School System. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

In the spring of 2008, 99% of the second grade students met or exceeded the Georgia 

Performance Standards in the area of reading as measured by the Criterion 

Referenced Competence Test (CRCT). There was three percent (3%) increase from 

spring 2007 of which 97% met or exceeded standards. In the area of 

English/Language Arts we scored 87% in 2007 and 92% in 2008 which was a five 

percent (5%) gain. In the area of math in 2007 we scored 81% and in 2008 we scored 

94% which was a gain of 13%.The goal was to improve by at least one percent (1%) 

each year in all subject areas. The second grade students at International Studies 

Elementary Charter School have done exceptionally well, but there is additional work 

to be done. As stated on the last report the goal is to increase by one percentage point 
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each year in all subject areas. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

In the spring of 2008, 83% of third grade students met or exceeded standards in the 

area of reading. The percent (83%) remained the same in 2007.  In 2008 in 

English/Language Arts, 89% of the students met or exceeded standards but in 2007, 

90% met or exceeded standards. In math in 2008, only 74% of the students met or 

exceeded which was a tremendous decrease from 98% percent during the previous 

year (spring, 2007). After much analysis this decrease in math percentage points can 

be attributed in large to the introduction of the new Georgia Performance Standards 

rollout statewide. In addition, the students experienced a learning curve since this was 

their first time being tested on GPS vs. Quality Core Curriculum (QCC). In 2008 in 

the area of science 73% of the students met or exceeded standards and in the previous 

year (2007) 76% met or exceeded standards. In 2008 in the area of social studies 89% 

met or exceeded standards; however, during the previous year (2007) 91% met or 

exceeded standards. Overall, third grade scores were lower than other grades, but we 

have implemented new strategies. The goal is to increase by one percentage point 

each year in all subject areas. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

In the spring of 2008, 98% of the fifth grade students met or exceeded standards in 

the area of reading and in the previous year (2007) 96% met or exceeded standards. In 

2008 in the area of English language Arts 100% met or exceeded standards during the 

previous year (2007) only 93% met or exceeded standards. In 2008 in the area of 

math 83% met or exceeded standards however the previous year (2007) 93% met or 

exceeded standards. In 2008 we experienced our greatest gain in the area of science 

because 91% of our students met or exceeded standards unlike the previous year 

(2007) whereas only 62% of our students met or exceeded standards. In 2008, in the 

area of social studies 96% of our students met or exceeded and during the previous 

year (2007) only 93% met or exceeded standards. The goal is to increase by one 

percentage point each year in all subject areas. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 
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FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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JENKINS-WHITE ELEMENTARY CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Chris Neal 

800 15th Ave 

Augusta,  GA  30901 

706-737-7320 

 

Basic Facts 

District Richmond 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2007-08-13 

Grades Served PK - 5 

Enrollment 410 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 28 
 

Mission 

Jenkins-White Elementary Charter School will teach our students how to become 

productive citizens in a diverse society, while demonstrating respect for one's self and 

others. 

Demographics 

 Jenkins-

White 

Elementary 

Charter 

School 

Wilkinson 

Gardens 

Elementary 

School 

Collins 

Elementary 

School 

Richmond 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.6 0.8 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 384 491 386 31,822 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 1%         5%        0% 21% 46% 

Black 99% 92% 99% 73% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 1% 0% 2% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 0% 1% 1% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 0% 4% 

Gifted 0% 0% 0% 2% 9% 

Special Education 12% 18% 9% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 97% 97% 101% 69% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No Yes No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

By the end of the 2006-07 school year, 75% of students in grades 3-5 will meet or 

exceed standards in Reading and Language Arts. At the end of the 2007-08 school 

year, 73.3% of students met or exceeded standards based on CRCT scores. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

By the end of the 06-07 school year, 75% of students in grades 3-5 will meet or 

exceed standards in Math. At the end of the 2007-08 school year, 39% of students met 

or exceeded standards in Math based on CRCT. 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 
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1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 KENNESAW CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Mridula.Hormes 

1370 Lockhart Drive 

Kennesaw,  GA  30144 

678-290-9628 

 

Basic Facts 

District Cobb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2003-08-01 

Grades Served K-5 

Enrollment 504 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 27 
 

Mission 

The mission of Kennesaw Charter School is to provide students with a world-class 

learning opportunity by maintaining a caring learning environment, involving parents and 

the community in school activities, utilizing innovative teaching techniques delivered by 

a superior faculty, offerring a challenging curriculum and preparing children for lives of 

leadership in a rapidly changing world. 

Demographics 

 Kennesaw 

Charter 

School 

Big Shanty 

Elementary 

School 

Kennesaw 

Elem 

School 

Cobb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.4 2.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 533 783 908 106,673 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 41%  53% 55% 47% 46% 

Black 38% 23% 20% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 4% 13% 13% 15% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 8% 5% 5% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 8% 6% 7% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 4% 10% 6% 4% 

Gifted 0% 11% 4% 11% 9% 

Special Education 6% 13% 10% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 24% 27% 24% 35% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

One of the premier academic goals of our charter school states that the students will 

be strong and proficient readers.  Some highlights of our school reading program 

include: Data-driven interactive reading lessons, a 4th and 5th grade reader mentoring 

program, a curriculum featuring 90 minutes of daily reading,  20 additional minutes  

daily of (DEAR) “Drop Everything And Read”- recreational reading time at all grade 

levels, utilization of America Reads tutors for K-5 three days per week; participation 

in Imagine School’s Advanced Reading Challenge; utilization of a literacy writing 

coach to help grade level focus on literacy; participation in the state wide Spelling 

Bee; participation in the Accelerated Reader program;  and affiliation with our local 

public library system to strengthen reading skills outside of school.  We also have 

established of a resource library within each classroom and provided 45 minutes of 

media weekly as a required special program for all students K-5.  Parent involvement 

in encouraged through the Mystery Reader Program.  The success of our school in 

achieving this goal is shown through the overall reading performance in the spring 

2008 CRCT for grades 1-5 that showed that 93% of the students met or exceeded 

state requirements. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Kennesaw Charter‘s goal is to be accountable for providing student and parent 

assessment results and feedback on each student’s educational achievement.  We have 

accomplished this through the provision of an individualized Student Learning Plan 

(SLP) for every student and 4 SLP conferences with both parents and teachers.    With 

the aim of keeping our stakeholders informed we have parent meetings that relate 

disseminated test results and performance of the school as a whole academically.  
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Communication with parents is maintained regularly through the use of telephones, e-

mail, agendas, letters, PTA Meetings, report cards, State of the School addresses, and 

the use of the website.  The school also participates in the RTI process on a regularly 

monitored basis to provide support and help to parents whose children need strategies  

put in place to foster academic success.  Surveys are administered to all stakeholders 

through the county and through Imagine Schools to assess areas that need 

improvement and to better communicate with our parents.  Exit surveys are issued to 

all parents who withdraw their children to assess reasons for withdrawal.  Regular 

Board Meetings and Advisory Council Meetings are also held monthly during which 

the principal reports on academic achievements and growth of the school. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The goal of Kennesaw Charter School is that students will master key concepts 

related to Mathematics, Science, and Technology and apply them effectively.  To 

achieve this our charter school conducted various learning activities and programs so 

that students can observe, analyze, problem solve and synthesize data in an interesting 

and unique way.   Math events that have been conducted include the yearly “Math-a- 

Thon”, and “Market Day”.   Mathematical concepts have also been stressed through 

the use of technology offered through the classroom and through the computer lab.  

Art instruction has helped where the students learned about patterns, tessellations, 

symmetry, rotation, translations and freeze patterns.   Technology has been stressed 

through all sections of the curriculum and has been facilitated by both the computer 

stations in the classrooms and the fully equipped computer lab.  A Smart Board in the 

media center has helped enhance not just the reading and language arts curriculum but 

also the science and social studies curriculum for all grades.  Field trips such as the 

Math-A-Magician, and programs provided by High Touch/High Tech and science 

projects such as the school-wide gardening project and the Ecosystem projects have 

added to the knowledge about Science. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Character Education is one of the Measures of Excellence at our school.  The 

Character Education Task Force at our school worked this year to build on existing 

character education components and create an environment which would improve 

student behavior and strengthen school, community and parent relations.  In the fall of 

2007, our task force agreed upon several goals in each of the four areas of Character 

Development: school climate, academic achievement (discussed above), parent and 

community involvement and student interactions. School climate: The school 

established a school wide discipline system called ‘Love and Logic’ for behavior 

improvement; formed  a student council that focused on responsibility and character, 

highlighted monthly character traits through student-led morning announcements, 

participated in workshops for students that dealt with conflict resolution,  and 

maintaining a bulletin board that highlighted themes such as democracy, patriotism, 

service to others, motivation/achievement, responsibility and leaders.  Strengthen 
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Parent –Community relations: Our school established a community outreach program 

that included community service projects for all grade levels.  Student Interactions: 

Students from other Imagine schools in the region were invited to participate in an 

intramural program and the school followed the Second Step Program to educate 

students about bullying and social skills. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$481,523 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 KIDSPEACE SCHOOL OF GEORGIA 
 

Contact Information 

Patricia Swint 

101 KidsPeace Drive 

Bowdon,  GA  30108 

770-437-7200 

 

Basic Facts 

District Carroll 

Type State Charter 

Opened 2004-09-24 

Grades Served 4 - 12 

Enrollment 60 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 8 
 

Mission 

KidsPeace School of Georgia will provide educational services designed to promote the 

sound academic achievement as well as the social, emotional, and physical health of all 

students, by preparing them for and returning them to a less restrictive program or 

community environment. 

Demographics 

 KidsPeace Jonesville 

Middle 

School 

Bowdon 

High School 

Carroll 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 2.3 0.3 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 59 413 475 14,543 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 49%  75% 78% 49% 46% 

Black 41% 13% 16% 41% 38% 

Hispanic 3% 3% 1% 3% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 2% 0% 0% 2% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 5% 8% 5% 5% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 1% 2% 4% 

Gifted 0% 11% 16% 9% 9% 

Special Education 100% 12% 11% 12% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 56% 64% 51% 0% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No N/A No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Using Title I monies, KidsPeace will employ a reading and math teacher to help 

improve student achievement as well as increase standardized test scores on the 

CRCT in Reading and Math. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

KidsPeace seeks to retain highly qualified personnel in all positions throughout the 

school. Teachers must provide highly qualified status or ability to obtain highly 

qualified status upon hire into the position. At the present time, 100% of KidsPeace 

teachers and paraprofessionals are highly qualfied. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

KidsPeace will monitor the retention/promotion of students, in an effort to help 

students succeed where they have struggled and develop a positive vision of the 

future. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

KidsPeace will utilize results from standardized testing to determine the individual 

needs of students, developing differentiated instruction in core content areas as 

needed to meet each students individual academic needs. 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$19,874 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 KINGSLEY CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Peggy Davis 

2051 Brendon Drive 

Dunwoody,  GA  30338 

678-874-8902 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 1998-08-08 

Grades Served PK -5 

Enrollment 324 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 33 
 

Mission 

The mission of Kingsley Charter School is establish and strengthen relationships between 

home and school in order to promote high expectations of students, staff, and parents 

while encouraging unique strengths in a nurturing and creative environment. 

Demographics 

 Kingsley 

Elementary 

School 

Vanderlyn 

Elementary 

School 

Chesnut 

Elementary 

School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.7 1.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 381 919 486 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 41%  77% 40% 10% 46% 

Black 27% 3% 28% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 20% 2% 12% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 8% 15% 10% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 4% 2% 9% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 14% 3% 8% 5% 4% 

Gifted 27% 35% 27% 11% 9% 

Special Education 7% 10% 7% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 37% 2% 27% 66% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

It is the goal of Kingsley Charter School to perform above the county’s average on 

the Criterion-Referenced Competency Test in the areas of Reading, Language Arts, 

and Mathematics.  Kingsley’s aim is for their students to score ten percentage points 

or more above the average of the remaining eighty-five DeKalb County elementary 

schools.  Kingsley students in grades one through five attained this goal on the CRCT 

Reading, Language Arts, and Mathematics sections on the spring test in twelve out of 

fifteen categories, only falling short of the ten point minimum in grade one in 

English/Language Arts and grades one and four in Mathematics.  However, Kingsley 

did surpass the county mean scores by seven points in these areas. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

It is the goal of Kingsley Charter School to perform above the county’s average on 

the Iowa Test of Basic Skills in the areas of Reading, Language Arts, and 

Mathematics in grades three and five.  Kingsley’s students will score ten percentage 

points or more above the average of the remaining eighty-five DeKalb County 

elementary schools.  Kingsley students in grades three and five attained the goal of 

scoring ten percentage points or more above DeKalb County’s percentage score by 

surpassing the county’s average with an overall percentage difference of over 

20.83%. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

A goal of Kingsley Charter School is to encourage parental involvement in the school.  

Parents have numerous opportunities to volunteer and become involved in their 

child’s education.  The charter requires that parents give a minimum of sixteen hours 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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per family during the school year; however, Kingsley’s average during the 2006-2007 

school year was twenty-four hours per family which is 150% of the requirement.  

Because our service hours have exceeded our requirements, our goal is to maintain 

this high level of commitment.  Based on data from our 2007-2008 school year, 

Kingsley once again surpassed its goal by collecting 333% of the required sixteen 

hours per family, collecting 8000 volunteer hours.  In addition, the Charter Council at 

Kingsley received the “National Parent Group of the Year” award given by P.T.O. 

Magazine because of their commitment and dedication to making Kingsley a high 

performing school. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Kingsley prides itself on its excellent reputation of working together with parents to 

ensure that each child receives highly effective instruction.  Aligning our school with 

the county’s motto of not being able to “live apart from the community,” Kingsley’s 

goal is to maintain a 94% approval rating of our learning environment and partnership 

between the school, parents, partners, and community based on survey data completed 

by students, parents, and the community.  Based on survey information, Kingsley 

received a 94.8% approval rating indicating that stakeholders feel that the children at 

Kingsley are receiving an excellent education at Kingsley Charter School. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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KIPP SOUTH FULTON ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Vinice Davis 

1286 East Washington Ave 

East Point,  GA  30344 

678-278-0160 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2003-07-01 

Grades Served 5 - 8 

Enrollment 300 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 18 
 

Mission 

The mission of KIPP South Fulton Academy is to strengthen the knowledge, skills, 

character, and physical fitness of students in South Fulton County, thereby creating 

opportunities for success in top-notch high schools, colleges, and the competitive world 

beyond. 

Demographics 

 KIPP South 

Fulton 

Academy 

School 

Walden 

Middle 

School 

King 

Middle 

School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.9 1.0 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 300 216 542 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 0%         0%        2% 37% 46% 

Black 97% 93% 92% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 6% 4% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 1% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 0% 1% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 3% 2% 5% 4% 

Gifted 0% 10% 4% 14% 9% 

Special Education 5% 8% 15% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 70% 91% 96% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal 1: Each year, the percentage of KIPP South Fulton Academy students meeting 

and exceeding standards in all grade levels of reading will exceed the percentage of 

students in the district for the comparable grades who meet and exceed standards in 

reading, as measured by the CRCT.    In the 2007-2008 academic year, the students of 

KIPP South Fulton Academy posted incredible scores on the Georgia CRCT in 

reading and outperformed the state and district averages in all grade levels. 94% of 

our 5th graders met or exceeded standards in reading, compared to 91% of the 

students in Fulton County Schools and 87% of the students across the State of 

Georgia. Additionally, 96% of our 6th graders met or exceeded standards in reading, 

while 94% of the 6th graders in Fulton County Schools, and 91% of the 6th graders in 

the State of Georgia passed the reading exam. 97% of our 7th graders met or 

exceeded standards in reading, while 92% of the 7th graders in Fulton County 

Schools, and 88% of the 7th graders in the State of Georgia passed the same exam. 

Lastly, 100% of our 8th graders met or exceeded standards in reading, compared to 

and 94% of 8th graders in Fulton County, and 91% of the 8th graders in the State of 

Georgia passed the reading exam. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal 2: Each year, the percentage of KIPP South Fulton Academy students meeting 

and exceeding standards in all grade levels of science will exceed the percentage of 

students in the district for the comparable grades who meet and exceed standards in 

reading, as measured by the CRCT.    In 2007-2008, KIPP South Fulton Academy 

students outperformed Fulton County and Georgia students in all grade levels in 

science. 93% of our 5th graders met or exceeded standards in science, compared to 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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75% of the 5th grade students in Fulton County Schools, and 71% of the 5th grade 

students across the State of Georgia. 78% of our 6th graders met or exceeded 

standards in science, compared to 75% of the 6th grade students in Fulton County 

Schools, and 66% of the 6th grade students across the State of Georgia. Our 7th 

graders had impressive results, with 99% of them meeting or exceeding standards in 

science, compared to 79% of students in Fulton County and 75% of students across 

the State of Georgia. Our 8th graders, who have been at KIPP for at least 2 years, also 

outperformed Fulton County and Georgia students on the science CRCT. 74% of 

them met or exceeded standards in science, compared to 65% of the 8th grade 

students in Fulton County, and 60% of the 8th grade students across the State of 

Georgia. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal 3: Each year, the percentage of KIPP South Fulton Academy students meeting 

and exceeding standards in all grade levels of language arts will exceed the 

percentage of students in the district for the comparable grades who meet and exceed 

standards in language arts, as measured by the CRCT.    In the 2007-2008 academic 

year, the students of KIPP South Fulton Academy posted incredible scores on the 

Georgia CRCT in language arts and outperformed the state and district averages in all 

grade levels. 97% of our 5th graders met or exceeded standards in language arts, 

compared to 93% of the students in Fulton County Schools and 90% of the students 

across the State of Georgia. Additionally, 92% of our 6th graders met or exceeded 

standards in language arts, while 90% of the 6th graders in Fulton County Schools, 

and 87% of the 6th graders in the State of Georgia passed the language arts exam. 

99% of our 7th graders met or exceeded standards in language arts, while 93% of the 

7th graders in Fulton County Schools, and 90% of the 7th graders in the State of 

Georgia passed the same exam. Lastly, 100% of our 8th graders met or exceeded 

standards in language arts, compared to and 93% of 8th graders in Fulton County, and 

89% of the 8th graders in the State of Georgia passed the language arts exam. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Goal 4: Each cohort of students at KIPP South Fulton Academy will improve its 

average national percentile ranking each year in all subject areas, as measured by the 

ITBS. “Cohort” in this context shall be defined as a specific set of students who 

remain at the school from year to year, thus excluding students who enter the school 

in the upper grades.   KIPP South Fulton Academy students’ results far exceeded this 

goal in 2007-2008. Our 8th graders, have grown 17 percentile points in reading, 21 

percentile points in math, and 7 percentile points in language arts. 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. The 

school 

maintains a 

target reserve 

in cash and 

short term 

investments of 

approximately 

fifteen percent 

(15%) of the 

annual 

operating 

expense. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$135,755 
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TEST RESULTS 
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KIPP WAYS ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Vinice Davis 

80 Joseph E. Lowery Blvd 

Atlanta,  GA  30314 

404-475-1941 

 

Basic Facts 

District Atlanta Public Schools 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2003-07-14 

Grades Served 5 - 8 

Enrollment 317 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 19 
 

Mission 

It is the mission of WAYS Academy to prepare students for top quality high schools, 

colleges, and the competitive world beyond by instilling in each student a commitment to 

scholarship, teamwork, integrity, and other “WAYS to success.” 

Demographics 

 KIPP West 

Atlanta 

Young 

Scholars 

Academy 

Kennedy 

Middle 

School 

Turner 

Middle 

School 

Atlanta 

Public 

Schools 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.9 1.3 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 319 372 385 49,101 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 0%         0%        0% 10% 46% 

Black 99% 99% 99% 84% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 0% 0% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 0% 1% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 3% 4% 

Gifted 0% 3% 4% 9% 9% 

Special Education 6% 15% 18% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 72% 97% 91% 76% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal 1: Each year, the percentage of KIPP WAYS Academy students meeting and 

exceeding standards in all grade levels of reading will exceed the percentage of 

students in the district for the comparable grades who meet and exceed standards in 

reading, as measured by the CRCT.    In the 2007-2008 academic year, the students of 

KIPP WAYS Academy posted impressive results on the CRCT in reading, 

outperforming the state and district averages in all grade levels. 92% of our 5th 

graders met or exceeded standards in reading, compared to 86% of the students in 

Atlanta Public Schools and 87% of the students across the State of Georgia. 

Additionally, 96% of our 6th graders met or exceeded standards in reading, while 

86% of the 6th graders in Atlanta, and 91% of the 6th graders in the State of Georgia 

passed the reading exam. In 2007-2008, 100% of both our 7th and 8th graders at 

KIPP WAYS Academy met or exceeded standards in reading. Comparatively, 88% 

and 91% of Georgia’s 7th and 8th graders and 82% of Atlanta’s 7th and 8th graders 

met or exceeded standards in reading as measured by the CRCT. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal 2: Each year, the percentage of KIPP WAYS Academy students meeting and 

exceeding standards in all grade levels of math will exceed the percentage of students 

in the district for the comparable grades who meet and exceed standards in math, as 

measured by the CRCT. In 2007-2008, KIPP WAYS Academy students outperformed 

Atlanta and Georgia students in all grade levels in math. 82% of our 5th graders met 

or exceeded standards in math, compared to 72% of the 5th grade students in Atlanta 

Public Schools and across the State of Georgia. 79% of our 6th graders met or 

exceeded standards in math, compared to 58% of students in Atlanta and 69% of 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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students in Georgia. Our 7th graders performed impressively on the CRCT math 

exam with 96% of them meeting or exceeding standards. Comparatively, 71% of 

students in Atlanta and 80% of students in Georgia passed the same test. Lastly, our 

8th graders, significantly outperformed Atlanta and Georgia students on the math 

CRCT. Thus, this year, we met our goal, with 93% of our 8th graders meeting or 

exceeding standards in math, compared to 50% of Atlanta students and 62% of all 

Georgia students. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal 3: Each year, the percentage of KIPP WAYS Academy students meeting and 

exceeding standards in all grade levels of language arts will exceed the percentage of 

students in the district for the comparable grades who meet and exceed standards in 

language arts, as measured by the CRCT. In 2007-2008, KIPP WAYS Academy 

students outperformed Atlanta and Georgia students in all grade levels in language 

arts. 93% of our 5th graders met or exceeded standards in language arts, compared to 

90% of the 5th grade students in Atlanta Public Schools and across the State of 

Georgia. Our 6th graders had impressive results, as well, with 96% of them meeting 

or exceeding standards in language arts, compared to 83% of students in Atlanta and 

87% of students in Georgia. Nearly 100% of our 7th graders (99%) passed the 

language arts test, while 87% of students in Atlanta and 90% of students in Georgia 

passed the same test. Lastly, 100% of our 8th graders, met or exceeded standards on 

the language arts CRCT. Comparatively, 85 of Atlanta students and 89% of Georgia 

students passed the same exam. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Goal 4: Ninety percent of all eight graders who have been enrolled in the school for at 

least two years will meet or exceed standards on the Georgia Writing Test.     KIPP 

WAYS Academy 8th graders significantly outperformed the state and district 

averages, with 98% of our students meeting or exceeding standards on the Georgia 

Writing Test. 66% of Atlanta Public School students and 77% of all students across 

the State of Georgia met or exceeded standards on the Georgia Writing Test. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. The 

school 

maintains a 

target reserve 

in cash and 
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short term 

investments of 

approximately 

fifteen percent 

(15%) of the 

annual 

operating 

expense. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

Yes. No plans 

to purchase 

facility 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$158,636 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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LAKE OCONEE ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Otho Tucker 

6350 Lake Oconee Parkway 

Greensboro,  GA  30642 

706-454-1562 

 

Basic Facts 

District Greene 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2007-08-27 

Grades Served Kindergarten 

Enrollment 11 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 1 
 

Mission 

The mission of Lake Oconee Academy is to increase student achievement by building a 

culture of high expectations for all students. The Academy will incorporate commonsense 

and proven principles, such as research based curriculum, high expectations for all 

students, an emphasis on outstanding school leadership and faculty, and parental 

involvement. 

Demographics 

 Lake Oconee 

Academy 

Greensboro 

Elementary 

Union Point 

Elementary 

Greene 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.7 6.8 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 11 622 340 1,996 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 100%  10% 48% 22% 46% 

Black 0% 79% 44% 69% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 9% 5% 6% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 0% 1% 4% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 7% 3% 4% 4% 

Gifted 0% 2% 6% 7% 9% 

Special Education 0% 14% 14% 13% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 0% 76% 83% 77% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No N/A N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

1. Goal: Students will demonstrate knowledge and skills based upon standards of 

proficiency defined by Georgia Performance Standards as evidenced by Criterion 

Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) and other assessments included in the 

Academy’s comprehensive student assessment program.  Results from the GKAP 

assessment showed that 100% of the students at LOA were prepared to enter Grade 1.   

ITBS testing showed the LOA students performed as follows:  Reading words – the 

95th percentile and at a grade level of 1.6.  Word Analysis – 95th percentile and grade 

level of 2.2.  Vocabulary – 80th percentile and 1.4 grade level.  Listening –  85th 

percentile and 1.4 grade level.  Mathematics – 71st percentile and 1.1 grade level.  

These results indicate that all the students exceeded GKAP expectations and as a class 

had academic growth that placed them solidly in the first grade. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

2. Goal: Students will demonstrate critical thinking skills through projects and 

application of knowledge and skills as established by the Core Knowledge 

curriculum.  Results from the GKAP assessment showed that 100% of the students at 

LOA were prepared to enter Grade 1.  ITBS testing showed the LOA students 

performed as follows:  Reading words – the 95th percentile and at a grade level of 

1.6.  Word Analysis – 95th percentile and grade level of 2.2.  Vocabulary – 80th 

percentile and 1.4 grade level.  Listening –  85th percentile and 1.4 grade level.   

Mathematics – 71st percentile and 1.1 grade level.  ITBS Problem Solving:  Students 

scored at the 89th percentile in mathematical problem solving as per ITBS results.  

The results of word analysis and mathematical problem solving indicate that the LOA 

students are implementing and demonstrating the use of problem solving skills. 
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Goal 3 Description: 

  

3. Goal: The scores of the 2nd grade students in reading, language arts, and 

mathematics will serve as the baseline for that cohort of students with science and 

social studies added as a baseline when these students reach 3rd grade. Students 

meeting or exceeding the standard or AYP Target will increase by 5% a year up to 

90% or the AYP target, whichever is greater. If the percentage meeting or exceeding 

the target reaches 90%, then the expectation will be for the cohort to increase the 

percentage meeting or exceeding the standard or AYP Target by 2%, whichever is 

greater. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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 LEWIS ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Contact Information 

Patricia J. Lewis 

8009 Carlton Road 

Riverdale,  GA  30296 

770 909-6697 

 

Basic Facts 

District Clayton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2005-09-05 

Grades Served K - 5 

Enrollment 385 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 20 
 

Mission 

Our mission is to create a school which provides a challenging, engaging, and meaningful 

experience-based curriculum that nurtures in each child "Holistic Excellence" and the 

ability to achieve their maximum potential. 

Demographics 

 Lewis 

Academy of 

Excellence 

Harper 

Elementary 

School 

Church 

Street 

Elementary 

School 

Clayton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.8 1.2 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 383 831 872 52,029 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 0%         3%        1% 5% 46% 

Black 96% 67% 83% 74% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 24% 6% 13% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 1% 6% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 3% 5% 4% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 11% 6% 6% 4% 

Gifted 0% 2% 3% 4% 9% 

Special Education 3% 7% 7% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 29% 87% 80% 74% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

By the end of year three of the charter school period, 75% of all third graders who 

have been enrolled in the school for at least two years will "meet standards" or 

"exceed standards" in reading as measured by the Georgia Criterion Referenced 

Competency Test (CRCT). 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

By the end of year three of the charter school period, 75% of all third graders who 

have been enrolled in the school for at least two years will "meet standards" in math 

as measured by the Georgia Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT). 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

By the end of year three of the charter school period, all students will use technology 

to gain new knowledge and to gather and use information effectively. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

By the end of year three of the charter school period, all students will develop self-

discipline as well as respect for themselves, each other and for authority. 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  2% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$420,000 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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MARIETTA CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Christy Tureta 

368 Wright Street 

Marietta,  GA  30064 

770-590-4430 

 

Basic Facts 

District Marietta City 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2006-08-01 

Grades Served K-5 

Enrollment 158 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 17 
 

Mission 

The Mission of the Marietta Charter School is to achieve excellence within a diverse 

community and to create responsible and respectful students while inspiring a love of 

learning. 

Demographics 

 Marietta 

Charter 

School 

Hickory 

Hills 

Elementary 

School 

West Side 

Elementary 

School 

Marietta 

City 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.8 0.9 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 195 254 373 7936 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 31%         9% 55% 20% 46% 

Black 58% 33% 32% 43% 38% 

Hispanic 4% 50% 8% 29% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 2% 4% 1% 2% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 5% 5% 5% 5% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 32% 5% 15% 4% 

Gifted 0% 1% 8% 6% 9% 

Special Education 7% 15% 14% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 11% 84% 32% 65% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No Yes No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The Charter School will improve reading achievement as measured by the Reading 

Comprehension portion of the CRCT (grade 4). 66.7% of the fourth graders met or 

exceeded in reading in 2007, while 89.5% of fourth graders met or exceeded in 2008, 

showing a 22.8% gain. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

The Charter School will improve language arts achievement as measured by the 

language arts portion of the CRCT (grade 4). 60% of fourth graders met or exceeded 

in ELA in 2007, while 89.5% of fourth graders met or exceeded in 2008, showing a 

29.5% gain. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The Charter School will improve mathematics achievement as measured by the 

mathematics portion of the CRCT (grade 4). 46.7% of fourth graders met or exceeded 

in Math in 2007, while only 31.6% of fourth graders met or exceeded in 2008, 

showing a 15% decrease. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

The Charter School will improve writing achievement as measured by the writing 

assessments in grades 3. The third graders showed improvements in the use of ideas, 
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style, and conventions. There was a 12% gain of students meeting and exceeding in 

the four types of writing from 2007 to 2008. All third grade writers met or exceeded 

in the area of persuasive and narrative ideas. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$647,843 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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MORGAN COUNTY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Jean Triplett 

1640 Buckhead Road 

Madison,  GA  30650 

706-342-5040 

 

Basic Facts 

District Morgan 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2005-08-06 

Grades Served 3 - 5 

Enrollment 730 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 59 
 

Mission 

At MCES, we will provide maximum learning experiences for all children so they may 

explore and expand their talents and abilities. 

Demographics 

 Morgan 

County 

Elementary 

School 

Morgan 

County 

Primary 

School 

Greensboro 

Elementary 

Morgan 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.7 15.5 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 719 737 622 3277 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 66%  64% 10% 64% 46% 

Black 29% 29% 79% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 2% 4% 9% 2% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 3% 1% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 1% 7% 0% 4% 

Gifted 9% 2% 2% 7% 9% 

Special Education 12% 11% 14% 12% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 41% 45% 76% 41% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Reading:  In 2007, 93% of third grade students met or exceeded the state standards.  

In 2008, 92% of those students met or exceeded the state standards in reading in 4th 

grade.  In 2007, 94% of fourth graders met or exceeded the standards. In 2008, 95% 

of those same students met or exceeded the standards in 5th grade.  Our goal was to 

have all students make an average gain of 8 percentage points over the five-year term 

of our charter.  In 2004, 86.3% of students in grades 3-5 met or exceeded standards.   

In 2008, 93.6% of students met or exceeded the standards in reading which is a 7.3% 

gain in the first three years of the charter. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Reading:  In 2007, 93% of third grade students met or exceeded the state standards.  

In 2008, 92% of those students met or exceeded the state standards in reading in 4th 

grade.  In 2007, 94% of fourth graders met or exceeded the standards. In 2008, 95% 

of those same students met or exceeded the standards in 5th grade.  Our goal was to 

have all students make an average gain of 8 percentage points over the five-year term 

of our charter.  In 2004, 86.3% of students in grades 3-5 met or exceeded standards.   

In 2008, 93.6% of students met or exceeded the standards in reading which is a 7.3% 

gain in the first three years of the charter. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

MCES students take a pre and post test in math.  The results are used to assess 

students’ strengths and weaknesses in order to plan effective math instruction.  In 

2007-2008 third grade students scores an average of 26.5% on the math pre-test and 

70% on the post test producing a gain of 43.5 percentage points.  During the same 
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period, fourth grade students scored 42.3% on the math pre-test and 86.5% on the 

post test.  The fourth grade scores increased by 44.2 percentage points.  Fifth grade 

scored 25.3% on the pre test and 70% on the post test.  The fifth grade group gained 

44.7 percentage points.  Student at MCES continue to make gains on math diagnostic 

tests. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Fifth grade students were administered the Georgia Grade 5 Writing test.  As fourth 

graders, these students took a practice test in May 2007.  The purpose was to provide 

a baseline score.  Fifth grade teachers used this baseline to individualize   instruction 

for students.   In May of 2007, 45% of fourth grade students scored in levels 2 or 3 on 

the practice writing test.  In March of 2008, 82% of those same students scores in 

levels 2 or 3.  This was a 37% gain. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$219,617.16 
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TEST RESULTS 
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MORGAN COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Joe Hutcheson 

920 Pearl Street 

Madison,  GA  30650 

706-342-0556 

 

Basic Facts 

District Morgan 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2007-02-01 

Grades Served 6 - 8 

Enrollment 800 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 75 
 

Mission 

MCMS will create a self-reliant community of learners who achieve high standards 

through a challenging, personalized educational program. 

Demographics 

 Morgan 

County 

Middle 

School 

Morgan 

County 

Primary 

School 

Social 

Circle 

Middle 

School 

Morgan 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.3 15.0 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 771 737 409 3,277 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 63%  64% 68% 64% 46% 

Black 32% 29% 26% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 2% 4% 1% 2% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 1% 1% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 3% 3% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 1% 1% 0% 4% 

Gifted 13% 2% 12% 7% 9% 

Special Education 12% 11% 14% 12% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 41% 45% 45% 41% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Morgan County Middle School will establish a smaller-learning community in which 

students that have been retained more than one time will be placed.  It is the goal of 

this academy for all students to meet GPS in grade 7 and 8 in one year and then be 

placed in the 9th grade.  It is our desire for all students to gradate from high school. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

84% of all students will meet/exceed standard on the math portion of the CRCT. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The percentage of students with disabilities that meet/exceed standard on the math 

portion of the CRCT will increase 10% annually. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

The percentage of African-American male students that meet/exceed standard on the 

math portion of the CRCT will increase 8% annually. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your No 
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operational funding does the reserve represent? 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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MORGAN COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Dr. Betsy Short 

993 East Avenue 

Madison,  GA  30650 

706-342-3475 

 

Basic Facts 

District Morgan 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2008-08-05 

Grades Served PK - 2 

Enrollment 783 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 63 
 

Mission 

Our mission, as a community of learners, is to provide a safe, orderly environment, and is 

to support and challenge students as they begin to develop their individual academic and 

social potential. 

Demographics 

 Morgan 

County 

Primary 

School 

Morgan 

County 

Elementary 

School 

Social 

Circle 

Primary 

School 

Morgan 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.7 12.8 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 737 719 405 3,277 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 64%  66% 64% 64% 46% 

Black 29% 29% 26% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 4% 2% 4% 2% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 3% 2% 5% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 1% 0% 2% 0% 4% 

Gifted 2% 9% 6% 7% 9% 

Special Education 11% 12% 12% 12% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 45% 41% 50% 41% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Utilize time more efficiently and effectively.  We organize instructional time in the 

most efficient manner for the personalization of instruction.  The operation of the 

school day (when, where, & with whom) is designed to meet the specific needs of 

students.  We consider all students to be general education with each student having 

unique instructional needs.  We have 4 to 8 regular teachers and paraprofessionals per 

cluster to meet the needs of the specific needs of students.  All of the students in a 

cluster are the responsibility of all the teachers in the cluster.  Small, flexible 

instructional groups are formed based on progress monitoring data.  The master 

instructional schedule reflects that time is used efficiently.  Each teacher's classroon 

schedule also reflects that instructional time is maximized.  As a result, 90% of first 

grade students scored in meets and exceeds for ELA; 91% of first grade students 

scored in meets and exceeds for Reading; and 92% of first grade students scored in 

meets and exceeds for Math on Spring 2008 CRCT.  92% of second grade students 

scored in meets and exceeds for ELA; 97% scored in meets and exceeds for Reading; 

and 93% scored in meets and exceeds for Math on Spring 2008 CRCT. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Utilize assessment data for the personalization of instruction.  Each cluster of teachers 

meets bi-weekly for 80 minutes to analyze student progress data on specific ELA and 

Math skills.  Each student that has not mastered a skill is assigned to a small, flexible 

skills group that will meet daily for the following two weeks.  As a student masters 

the skill(s), he/she is then dropped from the skills group.  As a result, 90% of first 

grade students scored in meets and exceeds for ELA; 91% of first grade students 

scored in meets and exceeds for Reading; and 92% of first grade students scored in 
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meets and exceeds for Math on Spring 2008 CRCT.  92% of Second Grade students 

scored in meets and exceeds for ELA; 97% scored in meets and exceeds for Reading; 

and 93% scored in meets and exceeds for Math on Spring 2008 CRCT. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Make each student more successful in his/her learning.  Cluster (includes regular and 

special education teachers) of teachers devote time at least one time biweekly to 

review student data and to plan interventions.  They implement the interventions.  The 

following week, the cluster will review and adjust intervention strategies.  

Appropriate personnel works with the student.  This progress monitoring continues 

until the student masters the skill(s).  Teachers use informal classroom assessments, 

such as observations, work samples, teacher-student conferences, and running records 

as well as formal assessments, such as writing assessments, pre & post tests, 

ClassWorks lessons, benchmark checklists, and the DRA to collect data on students.  

At-risk students will be invited to EXCEL, an after-hours Reading and ELA program.  

These students will also be invited to Spring Intersession to focus on LEA, Reading, 

and Math skills.  Spring Intersession is 5 half-day extended learning sessions. 74 first 

grade students were identified as at-risk for scoring Level 1 on Spring 2008 Math 

CRCT. 18 students scored Level 1.  97 students were identified as at-risk for scoring 

Level 1 on Spring 2008 ELA CRCT.  22 students scored Level 1. 110 second grade 

students were identifies as at-risk for scoring Level 1 on Spring Math CRCT.  18 

students scored in Level 1.  106 students were identified as at-risk for scoring Level 1 

on Spring ELA CRCT.  19 students scored on Level 1. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Improve student behavior management  We are implanting Effective Behavioral and 

Instructional Strategies (EBIS) for the 3rd year.  As a result of this program, 

administrators dealing with behavior referrals saved valuable time, but more 

importantly, students were in classrooms receiving instruction.  For example, in 

August 2006, there were an average of 8 behavioral referrals per day and in August 

2008, there were an average of 5 behavioral referrals per day.  Our students and 

parents are supportive of the program, and teachers use monthly data to plan positive 

behavioral instruction.    At the end of the 2007-2008 school year, 3870 minutes (64.5 

hours; 8.06 days) of instructional time was saved for students instead of students 

being out of class for behavioral referrals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



424 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$274,685.23 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 MOUNTAIN EDUCATION CENTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Mitchel Barrett 

218 School Street 

Blarisville,  GA  30512 

706-745-9575 

 

Basic Facts 

District Towns 

Type State Charter 

Opened 2007-07-01 

Grades Served 9 – 12 

Enrollment 815 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 200 
 

Mission 

MEC serves high school students who are at risk of dropping out of public school. 

Through its Dropout Prevention and Dropout Recovery program, MEC's mission is to 

provide at-risk students with the opportunity to become successful learners, to 

successfully complete their graduation requirements and earn a high school diploma. 

Demographics 

 Mountain 

Education 

Center 

Union 

County 

High School 

Towns 

County 

High School 

Mountain 

Education 

Center 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.9 16.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 576 742 339 576 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 89%  96% 98% 89% 46% 

Black 1% 0% 0% 1% 38% 

Hispanic 9% 2% 1% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 0% 1% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 2% 1% 1% 2% 4% 

Gifted 0% 0% 10% 0% 9% 

Special Education 3% 20% 8% 3% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 43% 42% 33% 0% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The seven collaborative school systems will increase their collective graduation rate 

(which is 78.3% for the 2005-2006 school year) by five percentage points over the ten 

years of the charter. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

During each year of the charter, 100 students in the collaborative high schools will 

graduate having obtained one or more academic credits for their graduation at their 

home school from the MEC. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The MEC mean scale score for students taking the EOCTs will be within 5% of the 

state mean EOCT scale score in each content area for each year of the charter. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Improve student attendance by identifying barriers, data collection and regular 

dissemination, meaningful parent involvement and Teachers As Advisors/Mentors 

program revision and training. 

 

 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  10% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$100,000 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 MURPHEY MIDDLE CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Veronica W. Bolton 

2610 Milledgeville Road 

Augusta,  GA  30904 

706-737-7350 

 

Basic Facts 

District Richmond 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2007-08-10 

Grades Served 6 - 8 

Enrollment 498 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 46 
 

Mission 

The mission of Murphey Middle Charter School is to motivate and educate students to 

perform at or above state and national standard on all standarized tests, prepare for a 

promising career, improve self, and volunteer service to others in order to become the 

best they can be. 

Demographics 

 Murphey 

Middle 

Charter 

School 

Tubman 

Middle 

School 

Walker 

Traditional 

Elementary 

School 

Richmond 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.0 1.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 498 514 810 31,822 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 7%         5%        41% 21% 46% 

Black 90% 93% 49% 73% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 1% 2% 2% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 3% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 1% 5% 2% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 0% 4% 

Gifted 1% 2% 0% 2% 9% 

Special Education 17% 16% 1% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 99% 98% 34% 69% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No No Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? Yes Yes Yes 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

By 2008, 74% of our students will meet or exceed state standards on the English 

Language Arts CRCT.  Based on the AYP report for the 2007-2008 school year, 

Murphey surpassed this goal.  Our overall average was 77%. Although we met this 

goal, we realize we must continue to provide relevant, meaningful professional 

learning to teachers and extra help to students if we are to increase scores with each 

upcoming test.  We are also learning to study data and use results to provide 

appropriate instruction for students.  A system of progress monitoring is being put in 

place to ensure students receive necessary differentiation of instruction within the 

classroom. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

By 2008, 67% of our students will meet or exceed the state standards on the Math 

CRCT.  Based on the AYP report for the 2007-2008 school year, Murphey did not 

reach this goal.  Our overall math score was 42.7%.  Although we did not meet this 

goal, we are working diligently with our state director, math professors from a local 

university, and our math coach to provide quality professional learning to teachers.  

Furthermore, our graduation coach has acquired tutors from local colleges and 

universities and businesses, and our parents are signing-up students for math tutors 

through Title I Supplemental Educational Services.  Also, two accelerated math 

classes have been added to increase those students who exceed standard on the test. 

 

 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Goal 3 Description: 

  

By 2008, 73% of our students will meet or exceed the state standards on the Reading 

CRCT.  Based on the 2007-2008 AYP report, 77% of our students met or exceeded 

standard.  However, we will not rest comfortably with those results because we 

realize much work still needs to be done in order to increase reading scores in the 

future.  In order to increase future scores, reading strategies are being taught to all 

teachers across the curriculum to use within their classrooms.  Extra reading tutoring 

is given to best hope students.  Tutorial services are provided by college students and 

through Title I. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Murphey will create a safe and nurturing environment.  During the 2007-2998 school 

year, three unannounced student searches were conducted.  No drugs or weapons 

were found.  Administrators, counselor, graduation coach, and public safety officer 

are proactive in peer mediations and providing counseling/motivational talks to 

students in need.  In addition, student services such as self-esteem building and anger 

management are provided at the building level and even in the home through an 

outside agency.  A local church, college students, and several volunteers provide 

tutoring and mentoring to select students.  Tutors from a local college and a university 

work with students within classrooms to give further support.  Title I Supplemental 

Educational Services are offered to all students and parents are encouraged to take 

advantage of these free services.  Also, an organized college and career preparatory 

program has been developed by our graduation coach where students complete 

weekly college/career prep activities and build a portfolio. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 
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3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Jillian S. Kaechele 

688 Grant Street 

Atlanta,  GA  30315 

404-624-6226 

 

Basic Facts 

District Atlanta Public Schools 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2002-08-01 

Grades Served K-5 

Enrollment 333 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 51.5 
 

Mission 

The mission of the Neighborhood Charter School is to provide a learning environment for 

all students that demands high educational standards and high levels of parent/guardian 

involvement and responsibility. 

Demographics 

 Neighborhood 

Charter 

School 

D. H. 

Stanton 

Elementary 

School 

Parkside 

Elementary 

School 

Atlanta 

Public 

Schools 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.6 0.7  N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 335 398 541 49,101 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 53%         0%        4% 10% 46% 

Black 34% 98% 82% 84% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 1% 9% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 0% 1% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 11% 1% 5% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 8% 3% 4% 

Gifted 0% 1% 16% 9% 9% 

Special Education 7% 6% 11% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 19% 98% 75% 76% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The Neighborhood Charter School shall enroll any student (including students with 

disabilities and ESOL students) who resides in the designated attendance zone who 

submits a timely application, unless the number of applications exceeds the capacity 

of a program, class, grade level or building.  In such case, all such applicants shall 

have an equal chance of being admitted though a random selection process; provided, 

however, that the Charter School shall give enrollment preference to such students 

who reside in the attendance zone. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Neighborhood Charter School results on the state mandated CRCT, because of small 

class size, would be measured individually and in longitudinal cohort groups each 

year.  It is the expectation that the percentage of students meeting or exceeding the 

standard to increase by 5% a year up to 90% or to the AYP target, whichever is 

greater.  Annual goals in 2007-2008 were met or exceeded in reading; language arts 

were met in all grades except grade 3.  School wide averages in reading, language arts 

and social studies met or exceeded established goal.  All grade levels met and/or 

exceeded goal in social studies.  Established goals were not met to NCS satisfaction 

in mathematics and science.  While NCS met standards of AYP, we do not find the 

progress of students in these areas to be acceptable.  As a result, we are developing a 

focused action plan that includes a comprehensive NCS mathematics and science 

curriculum audit aligned to Georgia standards, professional development, student 

tutorials, comparative item analysis of ITBS results and offering parent workshops.  

While changes in the 2008 mathematics section of the CRCT may explain a 

performance drop analogous to those seen throughout Georgia, While within the 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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parameters of our established goal, NCS has self-assessed the need for immediate 

interventions to improve in mathematics and science to enhanced expectation. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The Charter School will use a variety of assessment tools to inform instruction and 

strengthen the ability of our students.  While many assessment measures are 

formative and authentic in nature at NCS, the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) in 

grade 5 has reinforced our position that students are achieving above grade level in all 

instructional levels.  Grade 5 equivalent data shows that Neighborhood Charter 

School students are performing, on average, from  0.2 to 2.7 years above grade level 

in reading, language, mathematics, social studies, science and sources of information.  

The lowest level of performance, while still above grade equivalent, was in 

mathematical computation.  This is an area of focus in 2008-2009. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

In addition to formative and authentic assessments such as conferences, portfolio and 

performance assessment, student reflections, peer assessments, running records and 

literacy assessments, the Neighborhood Charter School utilizes the Georgia Writing 

Assessment at grade 3 as a measured indicator and predicator of student writing 

performance.  Neighborhood Charter School student performance in the areas of ideas 

and organization improved significantly in all assessed types of writing - 

informational, persuasive, narrative and response to literature.  Similarly, in the areas 

of style and conventions, students in grade 3 demonstrated notable improvement in 

informational   writing types (11% and 10%) and Persuasive Writing style (10%) over 

the previous year.  Areas that remain less satisfactory, albeit above the 60th 

percentile, in relationship to expectation, include narrative writing and response to 

literature writing.  Each area of weakness will be a writing focus during the 2008-

2009 school year.  An important goal in the area of writing is to see marked 

improvement in all areas assessed by the time the current grade 3 students are 

assessed using the GWA in grade 5. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  24% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 
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FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

Yes.  We hope 

to purchase our 

current facility 

from the 

Atlanta Pubic 

Schools in the 

future (4 to 7 

years). 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$211,554 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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NEW LIFE ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE 
 

Contact Information 

Alphonsa Foward Jr. 

3159 Campus Drive 

Norcross,  GA  30071 

770-248-3032 

 

Basic Facts 

District Gwinnett 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2007-08-13 

Grades Served K - 3 

Enrollment 206 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 13 
 

Mission 

The mission of New Life Academy of Excellence is to assist the parents of Gwinnett 

County by providing a school of choice for parents of Gwinnett County.  Our Goal is to 

create an educational environment suitable for academic achievement.  New Life 

Academy of Excellece will prepare students to be successful in a global economy. 

Demographics 

 New Life 

Academy of 

Excellence 

Norcross 

Elementary 

School 

Beaver 

Ridge 

Elementary 

School 

Gwinnett 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.7 1.5 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 218 1,024 1,097 154,901 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 7%         5%        5% 36% 46% 

Black 74% 20% 25% 27% 38% 

Hispanic 2% 63% 59% 22% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 6% 8% 7% 10% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 11% 3% 5% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 28% 30% 8% 4% 

Gifted 1% 8% 3% 13% 9% 

Special Education 0% 10% 8% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 39% 80% 79% 41% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No N/A N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

New Life Academy of Excellence endeavors to be a financially secure educational  

organization, which operates by a board approved budget. New Life Academy of 

Excellence successfully secured $100,000 for Curriculum Expansion and 

Improvements. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

New Life Academy of Excellence  improved student reading achievement as 

measured by the reading comprehension portion of the Criterion-Referenced 

Competency Test third grade.  New Life Academy of Excellence projected in its 

charter petition that in the first year of operation the average student score on the 

Reading/Language Arts portion of the CRCT would be 66.7%.  New Life Academy 

of Excellence third grade students successfully had an average of 96.1%, 29.4% 

above the projected score. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

New Life Academy of Excellence improved student Math achievement as measured 

by the Math portion of the Criterion-Referenced Competency Test third grade.  New 

Life Academy of Excellence projected in its charter petition that in the first year of 

operation the average score on the Math portion of the CRCT would be 58.3%.  New 

Life Academy of Excellence third grade students successfully had an average of 

84.2%, 25.9% above the projected score. 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Goal 4 Description: 

  

The Iowa Test of Basic Skills is administered in the Fall and Spring to determine 

student academic growth.  NLAE third grade students took the ITBS in the Fall; the 

Average Grade Equivalent was 3.7.  The spring Average Grade Equivalent was 4.4, a 

growth of 7 months and 6 months above the expected grade level of 3.8. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  8% -

curriculum 

improvements 

and 

expansions. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$234,168 
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TEST RESULTS 
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 NORTH SPRINGS CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Lisa Stueve 

7447 Roswell Road NE 

Atlanta,  GA  30328 

770-551-2490 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2007-08-06 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 1339 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 96 
 

Mission 

The mission of North Springs High School is to provide excellence, equity and 

excitement in education for ALL students. 

Demographics 

 North Springs 

High School 

Riverwood 

High School 

Dunwoody 

High School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 2.0 4.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 1,319 1,241 1,355 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 35%  55% 45% 37% 46% 

Black 46% 23% 32% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 11% 17% 14% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 4% 2% 6% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 4% 3% 2% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 7% 4% 3% 5% 4% 

Gifted 21% 17% 25% 14% 9% 

Special Education 6% 6% 12% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 32% 23% 25% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Design time for school-wide learning and create structures to allow us to identify and 

address our students' needs and goals. Goal I Assessment Objective:  Create and 

implement an advisor/advisee program. Modifications to our schedule to 

accommodate the needs of students include a seven-period instructional day, modified 

lunch periods to incorporate skills labs, after school study sessions until 6:00pm 

supervised by certificated staff member, weekly advisory by grade level for all 

students and weekend sessions designed to increase achievement on specific 

standardzied tests (GHSGT).  These school-wide opportunities were put in place to 

identify and address our students needs and goals.  Advisor/advisee program included 

83% of faculty and staff for 2007-2008 school year. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Incorporate real world learning into every classroom through project and problem 

based instruction that utilizes technology and the expertise from partner institutions of 

higher learning, our own University Advisory Council. Goal II Assessment Objective:  

Increase the percentage of Juniors passing GHSGT in areas on the first attempt.    In 

Mathematics NSCHS meets and exceeds percentage for the GHSGT was 81.1% for 

all; in Language Arts NSCHS meets and exceeds percentage for the GHSGT was 

94.8% for all with our graduation Rate 87.8%.  These scores provided NSCHS the 

opportunity to meet adequate yearly progress as defined by the Georgia Department 

of Education criteria for school year 2007 - 2008.  While there was a slight decline in 

meets and exceeds percentages for both Math and Language Arts, we feel the long 

term effects of the structural changes to the master schedule to provide time for 

school wide learning will show an increase in performance.  Given the data, NSCHS 

has made minor adjustments for the 2008 - 2009 school year to the structrual changes 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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to continue improve the learning opportunties and identify and address student needs 

and goals. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Incorporate real world learning into every classroom through project and problem 

based instruction that utilizes technology and the expertise from partner institutions of 

higher learning, our own University Advisory Council. Goal II Assessment Objective:  

Increase the pass rate on the end of course test in biology; increase the pass rate on 

the end of course test in physical science. NSCHS in partnership with Sandy Springs 

Middle School and Woodland Elementary school have embarked on comprehensive 

training for embedding arts education into standards based curriculum.  Focusing on 

science and discovery a cohort of instructors have engaged in extensive training, 

collaborative lesson development and implementation.  Culminating in a community 

showcase to demonstrate not only the process of these school-wide interdisciplinary 

opportunities, but to highlight the continuation of performance standards across the 

curriculum grades K - 12. NSCHS Science EOCTs for Biology 59.8% met or 

exceeded standards with the weakest strand being evolution; for Physical Science 

66.5% met or exceeded standards with the weakest strand being Chemistry: atomic 

and nuclear theory and the periodic table.  These pass rates represent increases of 

4.8% and 1.5% respectively from the 2006-2007 school year. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Incorporate real world learning into every classroom through project and problem 

based instruction that utilizes technology and the expertise from partner institutions of 

higher learning, our own University Advisory Council. Goal II Assessment Objective:  

Increase mean Math SAT score; increase mean verbal SAT scores; increase mean 

Critical Reading SAT score.  Unfortunately, our SAT reasoning test score average fell 

79 points to 1570.  While this is still well above the state and national average and 

places NSCHS at 29 in the state of Georgia it is a significant decline.  Mean Critical 

Reading score of 271; mean Math score of 518; mean Writing score of 523 represent 

declines of -22, -26 and -31 respectively.  Modification to opportunities in scope will 

be monitored over the next three years to find a finer balance between leadership and 

involvement and focus on academics for NSCHS students, faculty and staff. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  2% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during No 
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the 2007-2008 school year? 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$315,386.94 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 ODYSSEY SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Andy Geeter 

1485 Highway 34 E 

Newnan,  GA  30265 

678-423-5155 

 

Basic Facts 

District Coweta 

Type State Charter 

Opened 2004-08-12 

Grades Served K - 8 

Enrollment 2437 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 60 
 

Mission 

To provide a challenging, high-quality education that creates an enthusiasm for learning 

through an innovative, hands-on curriculum while maintaining a focus on the needs of 

each student. 

Demographics 

 Odyssey 

School 

White Oak 

Elementary 

School 

Newnan 

Crossing 

Elementary 

School 

Coweta 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.3 2.9 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 2,404 714 712 21,181 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 65% 71% 53% 65% 46% 

Black 24% 15% 31% 24% 38% 

Hispanic 2% 8% 8% 2% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 3% 2% 3% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 5% 4% 5% 5% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 4% 4% 2% 4% 

Gifted 0% 7% 7% 9% 9% 

Special Education 4% 9% 10% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 68% 27% 38% 68% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The direct performance goals in our charter deal with CRCT scores.  According to the 

charter, 80% of students attending Odyssey for two years will have improvement in 

their CRCT scores.   At was the case in previous years, accurately gauging this 

answer to this question is problematic due to the gradual changeover with the CRCT 

from a QCC-based to a GPS-based assessment.  The GPS tests on a different scale, 

and the new scale changes grade to grade, so an 840 on 4th grade Reading might not 

be identical to an 840 in 5th grade Reading. Over a two year span (2007-2008), the 

individual number of students raising their CRCT scores in Reading ranged from a 

high of 42.86% (1st to 2nd grade) to a low of 36.36% of students (3rd to 4th).  

Increases for ELA ranged from a low of 40.9% (3rd to 4th)  to a high of 63.63% (2nd 

to 3rd).  In mathematics, only students moving between 1st and 2nd grade and 2nd 

and 3rd grade can be compared due to the change in the math CRCT.  With these 

classes, around 50% of students either improved their scores or made an identical 

score to the prior year. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

The direct performance goals in our charter deal with CRCT scores.  According to the 

charter, 90% of students attending Odyssey for three years will experience positive 

growth in their CRCT scores. Over a three-year span (2006-2008), a Math 

comparison is not possible due to the revision of the CRCT.  In Reading, the 

percentage of students experiencing positive score improvements each year 

throughout the period ranged from a low of 0% (3rd-5th) to a high of 21.43% (2nd-

4th).  In the ELA test, improvement ranged from 21.43% (3rd-5th) to 58.33% (1st-

3rd).  However, if one looks at student improvement on the 2008 test over the 2006 
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test, the percentages range from 21.43% in Reading (3rd-5th) to 75% in Reading and 

ELA (1st to 3rd).  There is a caution against drawing too many conclusions from this 

study though, due to the small size of the sampling (38 students) and the fact that in 

several cases the students had a perfect score in either 2006 or 2007 on a subsection, 

thus creating a situation where their score could only decline. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Although not addressed as a performance objective in our charter, Odyssey 

administered the GMADE, a norm-referenced group math assessment and the DRA, 

an individual reading assessment.  Students were assessed using these tools to help 

guide instruction and highlight areas of academic weakness.  Odyssey students were 

assessed twice during the school year using these tools. Students in the Georgia 

Virtual Academy were given screening exams upon entry to the program, which 

provided teachers with information necessary for proper student placement. 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  Odyssey 

School (brick 

and mortar) 

had a reserve 

fund at the end 

of the fiscal 

year of 

approximately 

20.  The 

Georgia 

Virtual 

Academy has 

no reserve 

fund. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 
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3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$270,363 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 OGLETHORPE CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Kevin Wall 

707 Stiles Avenue 

Savannah,  GA  31415 

912-201-5075 

 

Basic Facts 

District Chatham 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 1999-08-25 

Grades Served 6 - 8 

Enrollment 405 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 28 
 

Mission 

Partnering with parents to inspire students to pursue educational excellence. 

Demographics 

 Oglethorpe 

Charter 

School 

DeRenne 

Middle 

School 

Hubert 

Middle 

School 

Chatham 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.7 1.8 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 405 889 376 32,825 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 38%  15% 1% 26% 46% 

Black 54% 80% 97% 65% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 2% 1% 4% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 4% 2% 0% 2% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 3% 2% 2% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 1% 4% 

Gifted 33% 20% 1% 12% 9% 

Special Education 9% 10% 17% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 34% 72% 90% 59% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The Chatham County School System requires all schools across the system to submit 

an annual accountability plan using smart goals to improve student achievement. 

During the 2007-2008 school year, the leadership team at Oglethorpe Charter School, 

data team at Oglethorpe Charter School, and grade level professional learning 

community teams (all 6-8 teachers) developed smart goals based on CRCT data from 

the 2006-2007 school year. Goal # 1: Increase the percentage of 6th grade African 

American students scoring proficient and higher in math from 61% to 66%. The 

rationale for this goal was to begin eliminating the achievement gap between this 

subgroup and other subgroups on the CRCT test. We fully met goal #1. 71% of our 

African American students met or exceeded the standard on the 2008 spring CRCT 

test by scoring 800 or higher on the test. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal # 2: Increase the percentage of 6th grade African American students scoring 

proficient and higher in science from 41% to 51%. The rationale for this goal was to 

begin eliminating the achievement gap between this subgroup and other subgroups on 

the CRCT test. We fully met goal #2. 66% of our African American students met or 

exceeded the standard on the 2008 spring CRCT test by scoring 800 or higher on the 

test. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal # 3: Increase the percentage of 6th grade students with disabilities scoring 

proficient and higher in math from 31% to 41%. The rationale for this goal was to 

begin eliminating the achievement gap between this subgroup and other subgroups on 
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the CRCT test. We fully met goal #3. 50% of our students with disabilities met or 

exceeded the standard on the 2008 spring CRCT test by scoring 800 or higher on the 

test. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

The Chatham County School System requires all schools across the system to submit 

an annual accountability plan using smart goals to improve student achievement. 

During the 2007-2008 school year, the leadership team at Oglethorpe Charter School, 

data team at Oglethorpe Charter School, and grade level professional learning 

community teams (all 6-8 teachers) developed smart goals based on CRCT data from 

the 2006-2007 school year. Goal # 4 stated the following: Increase the percentage of 

6th grade students with disabilities scoring proficient and higher in science from 19% 

to 29%. The rationale for this goal was to begin eliminating the achievement gap 

between this subgroup and other subgroups on the CRCT test. We fully met goal #4. 

50% of our students with disabilities met or exceeded the standard on the 2008 spring 

CRCT test by scoring 800 or higher on the test. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$47,275.80 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 PEACHTREE CHARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Steven Donahue 

4664 North Peachtree Rd 

Atlanta,  GA  30338 

678-676-7703 

 

Basic Facts 

District Dekalb 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2001-07-01 

Grades Served 6 - 8 

Enrollment 1070 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 81 
 

Mission 

Mission Statement:  Through a spirit of teamwork, Peachtree Charter Middle School 

supports students in realizing their academic and personal dreams.    

Demographics 

 Peachtree 

Middle 

School 

Chamblee 

Middle 

School 

Sequoyah 

Middle 

School 

DeKalb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.2 3.2 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 1,068 1,003 789 97,580 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 48%  23% 3% 10% 46% 

Black 22% 56% 17% 75% 38% 

Hispanic 20% 10% 69% 9% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 6% 7% 10% 3% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 4% 4% 1% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 10% 4% 30% 5% 4% 

Gifted 34% 39% 5% 11% 9% 

Special Education 13% 9% 9% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 33% 48% 92% 66% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No Yes Yes 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal:  To increase reading comprehension in grades sixth through eight.  Performance 

objective: As measured on the Georgia Criterion Referenced Competency Test 

(CRCT), six percent of level 1 students who have been enrolled at Peachtree for three 

years will be reading on or above grade level by the end of eighth grade. Our data set 

showed eighteen students that were in level 1 reading as sixth grade students that 

were present for all three years.  At the end of eighth grade only two of these students 

were still level 1 for reading. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal:  To increase mathematical abilities in grades sixth through eight.  Performance 

objective: As measured on the Georgia Criterion Referenced Competency Test 

(CRCT), six percent of level 1 students who have been enrolled at Peachtree for three 

years will be performing math computations on or above grade level by the end of 

eighth grade. Our data set showed fifty-eight students that were in level 1 math as 

sixth grade students that were present for all three years.  At the end of eighth grade 

only twenty of these students were still level 1 for math. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal:  To improve students' and teachers' ability to use technology effectively and 

appropriately.  Performance objectives:  All of Peachtree's faculty will continue to 

participate in staff development sessions in the effective integration of technology 

into each perspective content area along with modeling appropriate use of technology 

to students.  Teacher web pages and lesson plans will be used to assess the effective 

use of technology.  Our staff all have web pages for parents to view.  Additionally the 
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school had three computer labs open for the 2007-2008 school year.  We also 

installed seven SMART Boards in teacher classrooms. 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$269,842 
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TEST RESULTS 
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RIDGEVIEW CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Karen Cox 

5340 S Trimble Road 

Sandy Springs,  GA  30342 

404-843-7710 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2006-08-07 

Grades Served 6 - 8 

Enrollment 600 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 58 
 

Mission 

To promote academic excellence by: providing a progressive educational community 

grades K-12 that includes parent, staff and community collaboration; supporting seamless 

curriculum transitions between all schools in the cluster; enriching the International 

Studies Magnet and International Baccalaureate programs offered; promoting an 

international focus at the elementary and middle schools. 

Demographics 

 Ridgeview 

Charter 

School 

Sandy 

Springs 

Middle 

School 

Holcomb 

Bridge 

Middle 

School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 6.3 7.6 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 595 721 678 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 27%  22% 37% 37% 46% 

Black 22% 49% 28% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 44% 20% 26% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 3% 3% 5% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 5% 6% 5% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 13% 9% 10% 5% 4% 

Gifted 22% 16% 24% 14% 9% 

Special Education 10% 10% 12% 10% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 56% 58% 41% 37% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? Yes Yes No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Grade 8 Georgia Writing Assessment (MGWA) – We were generally pleased with the 

GA Writing Assessment scores. The test assesses two genres: expository and 

persuasive. Narrative writing is no longer tested. Our total Mean Scale Score was 215, 

below the county average (223), equal to the RESA (215), and above the state average 

(212); it is an increase from 211 the previous year, so we are making progress. Eighty 

two percent (82%) of RCS students met or exceeded standards, an increase from 78% 

the year before.  Our stated goal was that 15% of students would earn the “exceeds” 

rating; we did not meet our goal. Ten percent were at the exceeds level; that is an 

increase from 7% the previous year. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Each year we strive to achieve at high levels for all students. Because of the diversity 

in programs for students, we want to ensure that our gifted students continue to 

achieve at high levels. Our school improvement goal is to have 80% of all gifted 

students score a level 3 in English/Language Arts and 75% of all gifted students score 

a level 3 in math. We came very close to achieving the ELA goal, with 77% of our 

students scoring a level 3. We missed our target with Math as only 62% of gifted 

students scored a level 3; the implementation of grade 8 Math GPS was a significant 

problem at this level.  85% of our gifted 7th graders scored a level 3. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 
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Our school has worked to meet the rigorous standards required by the International 

Baccalaureate Organization to become an authorized Middle Years Programme 

School. Our goal was to reach this status during the 2008-09 school year by 

completing all the paperwork and preliminary implementation in our second full year 

as a charter school (2007-08). We have submitted the Application B to the IBO and 

have been given preliminary approval for a site visit in March, 2009. This is a major 

accomplishment for our school and our feeder program at Riverwood International 

Charter School.    

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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TEST RESULTS 
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ROCKDALE CAREER ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Timothy S. Melvin 

1064 Culpepper Dr 

Conyers,  GA  30094 

770-388-5677 

 

Basic Facts 

District Rockdale 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2006-07-31 

Grades Served PK, 9-12 

Enrollment 1300 

Title I School N/A 

Total Teachers 37 
 

Mission 

The mission of Rockdale Career Academy is to ensure students achieve academic, social, 

and career success by providing a supportive environment that identifies, encourages, and 

develops each student's interests and abilities to prepare tomorrow's workforce today. 

Demographics 

Rockdale Career Academy is not a home school and therefore no demographic data is 

available.  Testing data is reported through the district. 

      

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

     

      

Total Population      

Diversity 

Caucasian %         %        % % % 

Black % % % % % 

Hispanic % % % % % 

Asian/Pacific Islander % % % % % 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

% % % % % 

Multiracial % % % % % 

Special Populations 

ESOL % % % % % 

Gifted % % % % % 

Special Education % % % % % 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population % % % % % 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? N/A N/A N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

The charter goal: There will be a five percent increase, in years 1-5 of this 

Agreement, of graduates from Rockdale County Schools enrolling in technical 

colleges. The 2004-2005 school-year will be the baseline year. For 2004-2005 there 

were 39 students enrolled in technical college upon graduation. For 2007-2008, there 

were 80 graduates enrolled in a technical college upon graduation. The result was a 

105% increase. This goal was met. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

The charter goal: The attendance rate of students earning a technical seal on their high 

school diploma will increase five percent for years 1-5 of the Agreement. The 2004-

2005 school year will be the baseline year. The attendance rate of students earning a 

technical seal on their high school diploma for 2004-2005 was 97%. The attendance 

rate of students earning a technical seal on their high school diploma for 2006-2007 

was 97%. Due to the change in the graduation rule moving students to a single 

diploma type, this goal is no longer measurable in 2007-2008. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

The charter goal: There will be a ten percent increase of students in Rockdale County 

Schools earning dual seals on their high school diplomas for years 1-5 of this 

Agreement. The 2004-2005 school-year will be the baseline year. For 2004-2005, 

there were 216 students who earned a dual seal. For 2006-2007, there were 260 

students who earned a dual seal. The result was a 20% increase during the first year of 
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charter operations. This goal was met for 2006-2007. Due to the change in the 

graduation rule moving students to a single diploma type, this goal is no longer 

measurable in 2007-2008 and years going forward. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

The charter goal: There will be a five percent increase in the percentage of students 

attending the Charter School who participate in the ASSET Test for years 2-5 of this 

Agreement. The 2006-2007 school year will be the baseline year. For 2006-2007 

school-year 85% of RCA students took the ASSET Test. For 2007-2008, 5% of the 

total student population participated in the Asset Test with 100% of students 

scheduled for dual enrollment coursework participating in the test. This goal was not 

met as written. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$247,708.85 
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 SAWYER ROAD ELEMENTARY 
 

Contact Information 

Jill Sims 

840 Sawyer Road 

Marietta,  GA  30062 

770-429-9923 

 

Basic Facts 

District Marietta City 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2005-08-15 

Grades Served K - 5 

Enrollment 622 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 56 
 

Mission 

The Sawyer Road Elementary learning community will work together to maximize 

student achievement through a comprehensive, balanced curriculum, using the inquiry 

approach; and will include varied assignments and assessments, aiming to develop the 

whole child by cultivating individual talents along with presenting students with real 

world experiences. 

Demographics 

 Sawyer Road 

Elementary 

Murdock 

Elementary 

School 

East Side 

Elementary 

School 

Marietta 

City 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.6 2.2 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 714 811 938 7936 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 9%  76% 69% 20% 46% 

Black 32% 5% 4% 43% 38% 

Hispanic 46% 5% 2% 29% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 6% 9% 21% 2% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 7% 5% 4% 5% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 24% 2% 0% 15% 4% 

Gifted 1% 6% 10% 6% 9% 

Special Education 7% 15% 11% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 72% 6% 4% 65% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Student will increase academic achievement as measured by Georgia Criterion 

Achievement Tests.  The student achievement has increased on the CRCT in the 

percentages of students that achieved "Meets" and "Exceeds" categories: Reading- 

77% in 2007 to 87% in 2008; ELA- 76% in 2007 to 82% in 2008; Math- Grades 3-5 

Baseline year for new GPS; Math- 1st & 2nd- 79% in 2007 to 89% in 2008; 5th 

Grade Writing- 2007 Baseline year: 52% to 85% in 2008. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Sawyer Road Elementary will become an authorized International Baccalaureate 

Primary Years Program School and maintain that authorization.  Sawyer Road 

Elementary was authorized by the International Baccalaureate Organization as an IB 

World School on December 14, 2007.  That initial authorization has been maintained 

by the school with full participation in the IB Community since that time. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Sawyer Road Elementary intends to increase the involvement of parents and 

community in the operation and participation of the school.  The Fall Parent-Teacher 

Conferences participation increased from 85% in 2006 to 90% in 2007.  The Spring 

Student-Parent-Teacher Conferences participation increased from 90% in 2007 to 

91% in 2008. 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  17%.  

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$78,144.29 
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TEST RESULTS 
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SEDALIA PARK ELEMENTARY 
 

Contact Information 

Patricia Thomas 

2230 Lower Roswell Rd. 

Marietta,  GA  30068 

770-509-5162 

 

Basic Facts 

District Cobb 

Type Conversion 

Opened 1956-09-10 

Grades Served K - 5 

Enrollment 748 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 80 
 

Mission 

Academic Charter Goal: All students who have been enrolled at Sedalia Park for at least 

three continuous years will be on or above grade level in Reading, Writing, and Math by 

the end of 5th grade.   Non-Academic Charter Goal:  Students will demonstrate positive 

character traits as outlined in the Contract for Learning. 

Demographics 

 Sedalia Park 

Elementary 

School 

Eastvalley 

Elementary 

School 

Powers 

Ferry 

Elementary 

School 

Cobb 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.5 0.6 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 732 573 486 106,673 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 27%  53% 16% 47% 46% 

Black 40% 22% 43% 30% 38% 

Hispanic 19% 11% 37% 15% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 6% 7% 0% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 7% 6% 3% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 11% 0% 19% 6% 4% 

Gifted 3% 8% 2% 11% 9% 

Special Education 9% 10% 11% 11% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 56% 32% 89% 35% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Reading Goal: Students will demonstrate the ability to read grade level text with 

understanding, accuracy, fluency, and expression. Our benchmark for this goal is that 

90% of all students will meet or exceed state standards on the GA CRCT. In 2008, 91 

percent of all first grade students met or exceeded standards in reading. In second 

grade, 94 percent of all students met or exceeded standards in reading. In third grade, 

89% of all students met or exceeded standards in reading.  In fourth grade, 85 percent 

of all students met or exceeded standards in reading.  In fifth grade, 89 percent of all 

students met or exceeded standards in reading.  In fifth grade, 97 percent of the 

students enrolled at Sedalia Park for three or more years met state standards in 

reading and 39 percent of those same students exceeded state standards in reading on 

the GA CRCT. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Math Goal: Students will develop their understanding of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division and apply it in problem solving.  Benchmark for this goal 

is that 90 percent of all students will meet or exceed standards on the GA CRCT.  In 

2008, 92 percent of all first grade students met or exceeded standards on the GA 

CRCT.  In second grade 92 percent of the students met or exceeded state standards on 

the same assessment.  In third grade, 77 percent of the students met or exceeded state 

standards.  In fourth grade, 77 percent of the students met or exceeded state standards.  

In fifth grade, 82 percent of the students met or exceeded state standards on the GA 

CRCT. In fifth grade, 91 percent of the students enrolled for 3 years or more met or 

exceeded the standards in math and 36 percent exceeded the standards in math. 
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Goal 3 Description: 

  

Writing Goal: Students will demonstrate competency in the writing process and 

appropriately apply conventions and grammar.  Benchmark for this goal is 90 percent 

of all students will meet or exceed state standards on the GA CRCT in the area of 

English/Language Arts.  On the 2008 CRCT, 92 percent of first grade students met or 

exceeded state standards in this area.  In second grade 88 percent of the students met 

or exceeded in this area. In third grade, 90 percent of the students met or exceeded in 

this area.  In fourth grade, 93 percent of the students met or exceeded standards in this 

area.  In fifth grade, 90 percent of the students met or exceeded state standards in this 

area.  On the GA Writing Assessment 84 percent of our students met or exceeded 

writing proficiency standards. 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



522 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 SPALDING DRIVE CHARTER ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Christine Young 

130 West Spalding Drive 

Atlanta,  GA  30328 

770-551-5880 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2004-08-11 

Grades Served PK - 5 

Enrollment 666 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 64  
 

Mission 

Spalding Drive is committed to providing an excellent education with the belief and 

expectation that all students will learn, achieve, and succeed.  Provide the best!  Expect 

the best! 

Demographics 

 Spalding 

Drive 

Elementary 

Heards 

Ferry 

Elementary 

School 

High Point 

Elementary 

School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 2.1 2.7 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 648 549 764 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 21%  47% 16% 37% 46% 

Black 35% 7% 16% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 35% 40% 61% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 3% 2% 2% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 7% 3% 5% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 18% 24% 33% 5% 4% 

Gifted 12% 6% 6% 14% 9% 

Special Education 12% 17% 9% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 60% 41% 74% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Increase the mean Scale Score on the fifth Grade Georgia CBA Writing Assessment:   

Spalding Drive conducted yearlong professional development for the third and fifth 

grade teachers regarding the teaching of writing during 2007-2008.  Periodically 

throughout the year, the third, fourth and fifth grade teachers would meet as a grade 

level and discuss writing strategies and rubric scoring standards.  Fifth grade students 

took a practice writing test that was scored by independent scorers at the University of 

Georgia.  The Scaled Score on the 5th grade Writing Assessment increased 15 points. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Increase student performance in science (Percentage of students in grades 3-5 who 

meet or exceed expectations on the science component of the CRCT); In 2006-2007, 

only 67% of the students scored at a Level 2 or higher on the science component of 

the CRCT.  In 2007-2008, the level of students scoring at a Level 2 or higher was 

73%.  One of the strategies utilized by Spalding this past year was to designate one 

teacher on the grade level as the Social Studies/Science teacher.  All of the students 

rotated through her classroom.  This ensured that all of the standards were covered in 

an adequate manner.  This practice has been expanded to other grade levels in 2008-

2009. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Improve student performance in Reading/Language Arts (Percentage of LEP 

subgroup of students in grades 3-5 who meet or exceeds expectations on the 
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reading/English Language Arts component on the CRCT); In 2006 -2007, 70% of the 

students in this subgroup scored at a Level 2 or higher on this component of the 

CRCT.  In 2007-2008, 86% of the students in this subgroup scored at a Level 2 or 

higher demonstrating an increase of 16 percentage points.  During the second 

semester of 2007-2008, an Early Intervention Program teacher was employed to work 

with at-risk students on their English/Language Arts skills and writing in 3rd and 5th 

grade.  It is Spalding's belief that this additional small group instruction contributed to 

the students' success. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Improve student performance in Mathematics (Percentage of first grade students who 

meet or exceed expectations on the mathematice component of the CRCT); With the 

introduction of GPS standards, literacy has become a factor in success in 

mathematics.  Word Walls for mathematics were utilized in the classrooms to 

reinforce math vocabulary to constantly remind students of word meanings.  On 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings before the start of the traditional school day, 

Spalding Drive held Math Club.  The students arrive to school 30 minutes early and 

participate in math Partner Games and other interactive activities to reinforce the 

current mathematic concept or remediate when necessary.  In 2007-2008, the 

percentage of first grade students scoring at the meets or exceeds level of the CRCT 

on the mathematics component increased nine (9) percentage points. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. We had 

approximately 

a 5% carry 

over in our 

Cost Center 

budget 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 $12,000 
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school year? 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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TALIAFERRO COUNTY SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Jemessyn Foster 

557 Broad Street 

Crawfordville,  GA  30631 

706-456-2328 

 

Basic Facts 

District Taliaferro 

Type State Charter 

Opened 2008-07-07 

Grades Served K - 12 

Enrollment 240 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 26 
 

Mission 

To educate students in a safe and supportive environment which promotes self-discipline, 

motivation and knowledge in our changing world. 

Demographics 

 Taliaferro 

County 

Charter 

School 

Union Point 

Elementary 

Washington

-Wilkes 

High School 

Taliaferro 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 13.8 15.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 223 340 478 223 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 12%  48% 41% 12% 46% 

Black 81% 44% 56% 81% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 5% 2% 0% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 0% 0% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 7% 4% 1% 7% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 3% 0% 0% 4% 

Gifted 0% 6% 11% 0% 9% 

Special Education 18% 14% 11% 18% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 94% 83% 67% 94% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? Yes Yes Yes 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

CRCT Test Scores will improve by at least 5%.  During the 2008 administration of 

the CRCT, our overall scores did reflect an increase.  In fact, had we been three 

isolated schools, the elementary and middle schools would have met AYP based on 

their CRCT results. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

GHSGT scores will improve by at least 5%.  We have shown tremendous 

improvement in Science and History.  Our English and Math scores were consistently 

improving, up until this year.  We showed a drop in test scores in those two areas 

during the 2008 main administration of the GHSGT. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

SAT scores will show continuous improvement of 10%.  This goal was established 

for a time period of 5 years.  While some of our scores are improving, we have not 

met this goal.  We are continuing to work with our students to help them become 

more successful with the SAT. 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 
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2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes. 15% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$126,546.09 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 TEACH CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Avni Cokavci 

4100 Old Milton Pkwy. 

Alpharetta,  GA  30005 

770 475 3223 x 201 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2006-08-14 

Grades Served 9 - 11 

Enrollment 154 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 18 
 

Mission 

TEACH's mission is to provide technology enriched high school curriculum in a small 

learning community. 

Demographics 

 TEACH 

Charter High 

School 

Milton 

High School 

Alpharetta 

High School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 3.1 4.0 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 182 2,236 2,219 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 49%         82%        59% 37% 46% 

Black 32% 8% 17% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 4% 4% 7% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 5% 4% 13% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 9% 3% 4% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 7% 1% 2% 5% 4% 

Gifted 10% 25% 27% 14% 9% 

Special Education 12% 7% 10% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 28% 4% 9% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes No No 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Average scores of TEACH students who are administered an End Of Course Test 

(EOCT)  will be statistically significantly higher than that of FCSS average in the 

same course in every year the course is administered.  Explanation: TEACH students 

took EOCT tests in 7 subjects. TEACH achieved this goal satisfactorily : TEACH and 

FCSS mean scale scores are : 440 and 431 in 9th grade Literature, 435 and 434 in 

American Literature, 425 and 424 in Biology, 482 and 425 in Physical Science, 617 

and 599 in Algebra, 628 and 623 in Geometry, 417 and 426 in US History. In US 

History, TEACH scored lower, but the difference is not statistically significant due to 

the size of the test takers at TEACH (only 18). 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Average of scores of TEACH students who are administered Georgia High School 

Graduation Test (GHSGT) will be statistically significantly higher than that of FCS 

average in the specific area such as writing, science, etc. in every year tests are 

administered.  Due to small size and number of test takers cannot be evaluated 

satisfactorily (19 students only).   

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during No 
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the 2007-2008 school year? 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$405,595 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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561 

 

 TECH HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Elisa A. Falco 

1043 Memorial Drive 

Atlanta,  GA  30316 

 

Basic Facts 

District Atlanta Public Schools 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2004-08-16 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 227 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 17 
 

Mission 

Tech High maximizes the learning of every student by delivering an integrated 

curriculum with a focus on engineering, medical science, information technology, and 

business leadership. 

Demographics 

 Tech High 

School 

Southside 

High School 

Crim High 

School 

Atlanta 

Public 

Schools 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.6 1.3 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 238 959 664 49,101 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 3%         2%        0% 10% 46% 

Black 95% 92% 99% 84% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 4% 1% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 1% 0% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 2% 1% 3% 4% 

Gifted 0% 4% 0% 9% 9% 

Special Education 3% 13% 5% 9% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 66% 84% 63% 76% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 
 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal (as stated in charter): By the fifth year of operation, ninety-five percent of 

students will pass the Georgia High School Graduation Test on the first attempt.  We 

just started our fifth year of operation and do not have all of the year five data at this 

time.  As of our fourth year, approximately 84% of our students passed all tests on the 

first attempt.  We are making progress toward meeting this goal by implementing an 

intensive Saturday preparation program for students who are at risk of passing the 

exams on the first attempt. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal (as stated in charter): By the fifth year of operation, ninety-five percent of 

students will pass the Georgia High School Graduation Writing Test on the first 

attempt.  We just started our fifth year of operation and do not have all of the year 

five data at this time.  As of our fourth year, we have two years of data in for this 

exam.  During the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 school years, 98% of the students 

passed this exam on the first attempt.  Our language arts department assists other 

departments with implementing “writing”.  We will continue to implement best 

practices in the area of writing and, in turn, expect to meet and exceed the goal set 

forth in the charter. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal (as stated in charter): Students will demonstrate knowledge and skills based 

upon standards of proficiency defined by Georgia’s Quality Core Curriculum (now 

GPS) and evidenced by the End of Course Tests.  Though a quantitative goal was not 

set in the original charter language, the following results for the 2006-2007 and 2007-
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2008 school years provide a brief comparative analysis of student performance: 1) 

2006-2007 Tech High students out performed students at the system and state levels 

on all EOCT subject tests, with the exception of Algebra I and Biology.  2) 2007-

2008, during the first semester of EOCT administration, Tech High students out 

performed students at the system and state levels on the following exams;  9th Grade 

Literature, Physical Science, and  American Literature.  Additionally, students out 

performed at the system level in the following areas: Algebra I, Geometry, and 

Biology.  During the current year we expect gains in all areas with the goal to achieve 

higher than students at the system and state levels in all subject areas.  We will work 

toward this goal by increasing staff development opportunities and implementing 

supplemental programs to prepare students to prepare students for EOCT success. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Goal (as stated in charter): Ninety percent of Tech High graduates will be 

successfully engaged in post-secondary roles including post-secondary education, 

work and/or military service within six months of graduating from Tech High.  As of 

August 2008, 87% of Tech High graduates are engaged in post-secondary roles.   We 

are progressing toward meeting this goal at the six month point. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

Yes 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

Yes.  We 

would like to 

purchase the 

building; 

however, the 

school system 

does not plan 

to sell it at this 

time. 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 $327,832 
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school year? 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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TECHNICAL CAREER ACADEMY OF NORTHEAST 

GEORGIA 
 

Contact Information 

Douglas L. Bolen 

P.O. Box 80571 

Athens,  GA  30608 

706.743.8128 

 

Basic Facts 

District Oglethorpe 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2002-09-15 

Grades Served 11 - 12 

Enrollment 16 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 2 teachers/2 assistants 
 

Mission 

TCA redirects underachieving young adults (16-21) that may have become at-risk and 

through placement into a non-traditional setting, utilizing career based learning in 

academics, and integrating workplace concepts/environments endeavor to better position 

them for successful entry into postsecondary education and/or careers. 

Demographics 

The Technical Career Academy of Northeast Georgia is not a home school and therefore 

no demographic data is available.  Testing data is reported through the district. 

 

      

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

     

      

Total Population      

Diversity 

Caucasian %         %        % % % 

Black % % % % % 

Hispanic % % % % % 

Asian/Pacific Islander % % % % % 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

% % % % % 

Multiracial % % % % % 

Special Populations 

ESOL % % % % % 

Gifted % % % % % 

Special Education % % % % % 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population % % % % % 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? N/A N/A N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

75% of the students will reach or exceed the entry level workplace skills for their 

specific career areas, as measured by WorkKeys pre-assessment to post-assessment 

score gains, by the time they have completed their TCA experience. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

75% of the students will complete their TCA experience. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

70% of the students who complete their TCA experience will have obtained 

employment in their chosen or related field of study, or will be continuing to pursue 

further education. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

The TCA will successfully implement an academic remediation curriculum 

component to support the student GHSGT passage rate that will be consistent with the 

graduation (recovery) rate of previous class groups throughout the history of the 

institution. 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  13.5% 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$15,600 
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UNIDOS DUAL LANGUAGE CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Dell Perry 

4475 Hendrix Drive 

Forest Park,  GA  30297 

404-361-3494 

 

Basic Facts 

District Clayton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2006-09-04 

Grades Served K - 2 

Enrollment 216 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 15 
 

Mission 

Our mission is for our students to be able to read, write and speak Spanish and English 

and to respect and learn from people who are different from themselves. 

Demographics 

 Unidos Dual 

Language 

Charter 

School 

Hendrix 

Drive 

Elementary 

School 

Edmonds 

Elementary 

School 

Clayton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.2 1.2 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 215 193 509 52,029 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 1%         7%        6% 5% 46% 

Black 47% 34% 35% 74% 38% 

Hispanic 45% 47% 51% 13% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 7% 3% 4% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 7% 5% 4% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 40% 15% 34% 6% 4% 

Gifted 2% 3% 1% 4% 9% 

Special Education 2% 10% 9% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 74% 95% 90% 74% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

To increase academic achievement of students by reducing the % of students scoring 

in Level I on the Reading/English Language Arts portion of the GACRCT by 5%.    

In 2006-07, 35% of the total student population scored in Level I on the 

Reading/English Language Arts portion of the GACRCT.  In 2007-08, 16% of the 

total student population scored in Level I.  These test results represent a 19% 

reduction.  Unidos Dual Language Charter School met its goal. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

To increase academic achievement of students by reducing the % of students scoring 

in Level I on the Math portion of the GACRCT by 5%.  In 2006-07, 48% of the total 

student population scored in Level I on the Math portion of the GACRCT.  In 2007-

08, 24% of the total student population scored in Level I.  These test results represent 

a 24% reduction.  Unidos Dual Language Charter School met its goal. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

To increase academic achievement of students in all subgroups by reducing the % of 

students scoring in Level I on the Reading/English Language Arts portion of the 

GACRCT  by 5%.  In 2006-07, 24% of black students, 68% of hispanic students, 68% 

of ELLs, and 39% of economically disadvantaged students scored in Level I on the 

Reading/English Language Arts portion of the GACRCT.  In 2007-08, 9% of black 

students, 24% of hispanic students, 27% of ELLs, and 19% of economically 

disadvantaged students scored in Level I.  These test results represent a 15% decrease 
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for black students, 44% decrease for hispanic students, 41% decrease for ELLs, and 

20% decrease for economically disadvantaged students.  Unidos Dual Language 

Charter School met its goal for all subgroups. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

To increase academic achievement of students in all sub groups by reducing the % of 

students scoring in Level I on the Math portion of the GACRCT  by 5%.    In 2006-

07, 38% of black students, 79% of hispanic students, 91% of ELLs, and 50% of 

economically disadvantaged students scored in Level I on the Math portion of the 

GACRCT.  In 2007-08, 25% of black students, 22% of hispanic students, 25% of 

ELLs, and 26% of economically disadvantaged students scored in Level I.  These test 

results represent a 13% decrease for black students, 57% decrease for hispanic 

students, 66% decrease for ELLs, and 24% decrease for economically disadvantaged 

students.  Unidos Dual Language Charter School met its goal for all subgroups 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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TEST RESULTS 
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 UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Dr. Gerard Consuegra 

2050 Tiger Flowers Dr. NW 

Atlanta,  GA  30314 

404-753-4050 

 

Basic Facts 

District Atlanta Public Schools 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2002-08-01 

Grades Served K - 8 

Enrollment 396 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 26  
 

Mission 

The mission is to create an environment that allows students to excel 

academically/socially. We believe all students can succeed and most will excel. We will 

instill a thirst for knowledge, provide continued staff development, take tremendous 

measures to include parents in their children’s educational advancement, and include the 

community in creating/maintaining a successful institution of learning. 

Demographics 

 University 

Community 

Academy 

Finch 

Elementary 

Capitol 

View 

Elementary 

School 

Atlanta 

Public 

Schools 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 0.2 1.1 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 423 425 252 49,101 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 0%         0%        1% 10% 46% 

Black 99% 99% 94% 84% 38% 

Hispanic 0% 0% 2% 5% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 0% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 0% 1% 3% 1% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 0% 3% 4% 

Gifted 0% 2% 6% 9% 9% 

Special Education 9% 6% 5% 9% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 68% 91% 89% 76% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal 1: Average Yearly Progress (AYP) - Each grade level will meet or exceed 

federal AYP requirements, as measured by GCRCT.  As posted on  the Georgia 

Department of Education accountability web site for 2008 AYP, the school has met 

the new more stringent AYP criteria including the three areas of  Test Participation 

(for both Mathematics and Reading/English Language Arts), Academic Performance 

(for both Mathematics and Reading/English Language Arts), and a Second Indicator 

(Attendance).  Individual grade level AYP results are not provided. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal 2: CRCT (Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies) - Meet Georgia 

standards (e.g., Scale Scores of 300 or 800 or greater and as modified by the Georgia 

State Department of Education).  Analysis of CRCT scores shows that the school met 

91.7% of state standards.  Grades 1 and 2 had greater than 800 in Language Arts, 

Math, and Reading.  Grades 3, 4, and 5 had greater than 300 or 800 in Language Arts, 

Math, Reading, Science, and Social Studies.  For Grades 6 and 7, scores were also 

greater than 800 in these areas, with the exception of Social Studies, which were 

withdrawn due to state testing problems.  Grade 8 scores were greater than 800 for 

Language Arts, Math, and Reading but not for Science (789) and Social Studies 

(792). 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? Yes 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  16% of 

operating 

expenses for 

2007-2008 

year. 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding 

during the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

Yes.  The UCA 

charter school 

board and the 

is engaged 

currently in 

negotiations to 

purchase the 

facility. 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$759,628 
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TEST RESULTS 
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WALTON CAREER ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Mark Peevy 

212 Bryant Road 

Monroe,  GA  30655 

770-207-3150 

 

Basic Facts 

District Walton 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2006-07-30 

Grades Served 10 - 12 

Enrollment 322 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 8 
 

Mission 

Walton Career Academy (WCA) is a publicly-funded charter school that operates as a 

joint venture among local businesses, the Walton County School System and Athens 

Technical College with the single  mission of “ensuring a viable 21st Century 

Workforce.” 

Demographics 

The Walton Career Academy is not a home school and therefore no demographic data is 

available.  Testing data is reported through the district. 

 

      

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

     

      

Total Population      

Diversity 

Caucasian %         %        % % % 

Black % % % % % 

Hispanic % % % % % 

Asian/Pacific Islander % % % % % 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

% % % % % 

Multiracial % % % % % 

Special Populations 

ESOL % % % % % 

Gifted % % % % % 

Special Education % % % % % 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population % % % % % 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? N/A N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? N/A N/A N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

95% of graduates will be enrolled in a related post secondary education or employed 

in a related field within 90 days of graduation.    In the summer of 2008 exit surveys 

from the base schools (Loganville High School and Monroe Area High School) were 

examined to determine the post-secondary plans of Walton Career Academy 

graduates. The results of this examination are positive but incomplete.  

Approximately 90-95% of students made post-secondary applications to schools 

offering higher education degrees or diplomas in fields related to the programs of 

study at the career academy.  The range of uncertainty in reporting is due a lack of 

information regarding the actual courses taken by former students at the post-

secondary institution and military enlistments.  For the Spring of 2009, the Walton 

Career Academy will conduct its own exit survey to include a stamped card to be 

mailed back during the next year.  The card will be a simple survey of current 

employment or enrollment activities. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Walton Career Academy will produce dual seal diploma graduates.  The number of 

dual seal diplomas will be substantially the same as are the number of college prep 

diplomas in Years 1-5 of the agreement.  The number of dual seal diplomas 

constitutes a majority of all diploma types earned for Walton Career Academy 

students in 2008 as evidenced in the base school exit survey. 
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Goal 3 Description: 

  

“Walton Career Academy, in concert with Walton County Schools, will exceed the 

majority of the US Department of Education benchmarks in Perkins’ accountability 

measures in years one-five of the agreement.”  The Walton Career Academy has 

exceeded all of the US Department of Education benchmarks required to be measured 

by Perkins for the 2007-08 school year. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

“The Charter School will cause the percentage of Walton County students dual- 

enrolled in technical college programs to increase throughout the term of the 

Charter.”  Fifty-one Walton County students were dual enrolled in the Spring of 2008. 

That number has decreased to 11 in the fall of 2008. The reason for the drop in dual 

enrolled students is due to major personnel changes at the Walton Campus of Athens 

Technical College and uncertainty over funding for dual enrolled students.  A team 

approach is currently being implemented to ensure a rise in dual enrolled students for 

next school year.  A meeting was held during the first weeks of school and all dual 

enrollment stakeholders were invited to attend. Attendees included base high school 

principals, guidance counselors, Directors of the Career Academy, the assistant 

superintendent, and Athens Technical College High School coordinators. A plan was 

created and future, regular meetings were scheduled.  At the time of this report, these 

efforts have yielded an increase in the number of applications for dual enrollment, and 

we expect to see that number continue to rise. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$320,000 
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 WEBSTER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Dr. James W. "Kip" Stevens 

P.O. Box 109 

Preston,  GA  31824 

229-828-3365 

 

Basic Facts 

District Webster 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2007-07-23 

Grades Served 9 - 10 

Enrollment 64 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 4 full time, 2 shared with 

middle school 
 

Mission 

The mission of Webster County Charter High School is to provide a quality education, 

thus empowering individuals to become caring, competent, responsible, citizens who 

value educaion as a lifelong process 

Demographics 

 Webster 

County High 

School 

Marion 

County 

High School 

Americus 

Sumter 

County 

High South 

Webster 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 8.1 18.4 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 72 495 1,075 446 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 32%  49% 23% 41% 46% 

Black 64% 46% 73% 53% 38% 

Hispanic 1% 2% 2% 3% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 0% 1% 1% 0% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 

Multiracial 1% 1% 1% 3% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 0% 0% 1% 0% 4% 

Gifted 3% 7% 1% 6% 9% 

Special Education 1% 8% 10% 5% 11% 
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Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 68% 63% 73% 67% 51% 

 
PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? No N/A N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No N/A N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Goal 1A. To increase the number of students passing the end of course tests. Goal 1B-

To increase the number of students passing the Georgia High School Graduation Test. 

Goal 1C. To increase the number of students passing the Georgia Hish School 

Writing Assessment.  

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Goal 2. All limited English proficient students will become proficient in English and 

reach high academic standards, at a minimum attaining proficiency or better in 

reading/language arts and mathematics. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Goal 3. All students will be taught by highly qualified teachers.       

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Goal 4. All students will graduate from high school.  
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

Yes.  

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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 WHITFIELD COUNTY CAREER ACADEMY 
 

Contact Information 

Phillip Brown 

2300 Maddox Chapel Road 

Dalton,  GA  30721 

706-876-3600 

 

Basic Facts 

District Whitfield 

Type Start-Up 

Opened 2005-08-01 

Grades Served 9 - 12 

Enrollment 900 

Title I School No 

Total Teachers 52 
 

Mission 

Our mission is to increase student learning by providing students and staff with 

meaningful, challenging, and engaging educational experiences in a safe and supportive 

environment. 

Demographics 

 Whitfield 

County 

Career 

Academy 

Phoenix 

High School 

Southeast 

Whitfield 

County 

High School 

Whitfield 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 1.8 3.8 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 704 168 1,259 13,428 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 68%  52% 53% 61% 46% 

Black 2% 5% 2% 2% 38% 

Hispanic 28% 38% 42% 33% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 1% 2% 1% 1% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 2% 3% 2% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 4% 3% 6% 12% 4% 

Gifted 1% 0% 10% 9% 9% 

Special Education 12% 0% 12% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 53% 0% 56% 58% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes No N/A 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No N/A 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

Develop a baseline for the dropout rate of the Career Academy students in year one 

and decrease the dropout rate of the Career Academy by a cumulative 10% by the end 

of the second year, 20% by the end of the third year, 30% by the end of the third year, 

and 40% by the end of the 5 year term of the Charter Agreement. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

Develop a baseline for the completion rate of Career Academy students in year one 

and make progress toward increasing the completion rate by a cumulative 25% by the 

end of the 5-year term of the Charter Agreement. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

Develop a baseline in year one and make progress toward decreasing the number of 

students with 15 or more absences in a school year by a cumulative 25% or a total of 

10% whichever is greater, by the end of the 5-year term of the Charter Agreement. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

Develop a baseline of the students eligible for earning a dual seal diploma in year one 

and make progress toward increasing the number of students eligible for a dual seal 

diploma by 25% or a total of 50% whichever is greater, by the end of the 5-year term 

of the charter agreement. 
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FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? Yes 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 

 

 

TEST RESULTS 
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 WOODLAND ELEMENTARY CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

Contact Information 

Dr. Ruth L. Baskerville 

1130 Spalding Drive 

Sandy Springs,  GA  30350 

770-551-5895 

 

Basic Facts 

District Fulton 

Type Conversion 

Opened 2000-08-01 

Grades Served PK - 5 

Enrollment 879 

Title I School Yes 

Total Teachers 85 
 

Mission 

Woodland Elementary Charter School's mission is to provide a high quality education for 

each student and an optimum learning environment that will aid in the development of 

the total child.  This is a cooperative effort between home, school and community with 

the goal of achieving academic, social and emotional well-being within our global 

society. 

Demographics 

 Woodland 

Elementary 

School 

Spalding 

Drive 

Elementary 

River Eves 

Elementary 

School 

Fulton 

County 

Georgia 

Distance from Charter 

School (in miles) 

0 2.1 3.6 N/A N/A 

      

Total Population 869 648 707 84,337 1,609,681 

Diversity 

Caucasian 29%  21% 50% 37% 46% 

Black 43% 35% 25% 42% 38% 

Hispanic 14% 35% 15% 10% 10% 

Asian/Pacific Islander 6% 3% 4% 8% 3% 

American 

Indian/Alaskan Native 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Multiracial 8% 7% 6% 4% 3% 

Special Populations 

ESOL 10% 18% 7% 5% 4% 

Gifted 10% 12% 10% 14% 9% 

Special Education 11% 12% 10% 10% 11% 

Free & Reduced Lunch: 

% of Total Population 47% 60% 38% 37% 51% 
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PROGRESS & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

 

  ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) INFORMATION 

 
 2008 2007 2006 

Did your school make AYP? Yes Yes Yes 

Is your school in needs improvement? No No No 
 
For more information on this school’s AYP results, please see www.gadoe.org, then go to AYP Report. 

 

 

ACADEMIC GOALS 

 

  In the space below, select up to four (4) goals stated in your charter and report 

on your progress in each of these goals by writing a narrative not to exceed 100 

words per goal. At least three of these goals must be quantifiable student test 

results.   

Goal 1 Description: 

 

85% of the students in grades 1-5 will meet or exceed standards in reading as 

measured by the CRCT:  Grade 1 - 94%; Grade 2 - 98%; Grade 3 - 96%; Grade 4 - 

92%; Grade 5 - 91%.  The average for all grade levels was 94%.  In Grades 1, 2, 3, & 

4, we were the highest performing school within the five schools in our cluster.  In 

Grade 5, we were the second highest performing school within our cluster.  We 

attribute this to small group instruction, differentiation, literacy centers, TAG 

strategies, EIP support and Extended Day and Saturday programs. 

 

Goal 2 Description: 

  

85% of the students in Grades 1-5 will meet or exceed standards in math as measured 

by the CRCT:  Grade 1 - 90%; Grade 2 - 92%; Grade 3 - 73%; Grade 4 - 81%; Grade 

5 - 85%.  The average for all grades was 84%.  In Grades 1, 2 & 4, we were the 

highest performing school within the five schools in our cluster.  We attribute our 

success in Grades 1 & 2 to the introduction of Investigations.  We expect that as those 

students progress into higher grade levels that those scores will continue to increase. 

 

Goal 3 Description: 

  

85% of the students in Grades 3-5 will meet or exceed standards in science as 

measured by the CRCT:  Grade 3- 80%; Grade 4 - 78%; Grade 5 - 80%.  The average 

for all three grades was 79%.  We plan to increase these scores through increased 

professional development, teacher-created assessments, data analyses of assessments, 

implementation of ArtsNow Science lessons, implementation of Renzulli science 
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activities, the use of the science lab and hands-on science experiments. 

 

Goal 4 Description: 

  

85% of the students in Grade 5 will score at the top three levels (Experimenting, 

Engaging and Extending) on the Georgia Writing Test.  We scored 86% in spring 

2008, and this was a goal we had antipating reaching by 2011.  Therefore, we will 

raise our expectations further this year.  We attribute our results to pre-scoring of 

writing assessments, and making writing an integral part of reading and speaking 

within the Language Arts instructional block. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
1. Did school have surplus at the end of the 2007-2008 school year? No 

2. Did school have a reserve fund?  If so, what percentage of your 

operational funding does the reserve represent? 

No 

3.  Did your school raise more than $50,000 in private funding during 

the 2007-2008 school year? 

No 

 

 

FACILITIES INFORMATION 

 
1. Do you own your facility? No 

2. Do you lease or rent a facility from a school district? If so, do you 

have plans to purchase the facility? 

No 

3.  How much did you spend on facilities costs during the 2007-2008 

school year? 

$0 
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TEST RESULTS 
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