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Georgiaôs 
Systems of 
Continuous 
Improvement

Family and Community 
Engagement System



wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ| Georgia Department of Education | 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ 

Session Norms

ÅPlace electronics on silence/vibrate. 

ÅRemain engaged in learning.

ÅRespectfully share opinions.

ÅAsk questions for clarification to avoid 
making assumptions.
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Learning Targets
School Leaders will:

Identify

Identify ESSA 
family 
engagement 
requirements for 
schools

Evaluate

Evaluate family 
engagement 
activities to 
determine which 
are most effective 
at impacting 
student academic 
achievement

Understand

Understand how 
to engage 
families through 
programs such as 
the SLDS Parent 
Portal, Academic 
Parent-Teacher 
Teams

Acquire

Acquire a 
knowledge of 
resources and 
tools offered 
through the 
Family-School 
Partnership 
Program. 
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What is the 
purpose of 

Family 
Engagement?
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Title I-A, 
Section1116 

Every 
Student 

Succeeds 
Act (ESSA)

(1) IN GENERAL ïA local educational 
agency may receive funds under this part 
only if such agency conducts outreach to all 
parents and family members and implements 
programs, activities, and procedures for the 
involvement of parents and family members 
in programs assisted under this part 
consistent with this section. Such programs, 
activities, and procedures shall be planned 
and implemented with meaningful 
consultation with parents of participating 
children. 
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Family 
Engagement

The definition of parental involvement can be found in 
Section 8101(39) of the ESSA and states: 

ÅThe term parental involvement means the participation 
of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful 
communication involving student academic learning 
and other school activities, including and ensuring that: 

ÅParents play an integral role in assisting their child's 
learning. 

ÅParents are encouraged to be actively involved in their 
child's education at school. 

ÅParents are full partners in their child's education and 
are included, when appropriate, in decision-making as 
well as being a part of the advisory committees to 
assist in the education of their child. 

ÅOther activities are carried out, such as those 
described in Section 1116. 
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Family Engagement 
Inventory
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Title I-A, Section 1116 
Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), General School 
Requirements

ÅAnnual Title I Meeting

ÅSchool Parent and Family Engagement Plan

ÅSchool-Parent Compact

ÅBuilding Parent Capacity (The ñShallsò)

ÅBuilding School Staff Capacity

(Input and Distribution)

See the Georgia Department of Education ςFamily-School Partnership page at http://partnerships.gadoe.orgfor more information.

http://partnerships.gadoe.org/
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What does 
the research 
tell us about 

engaged 
families?
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Beyond the Bake Sale

ñThe evidence is consistent, positive, and convincing:  
families have a major influence on their childrenôs 
achievement.  When schools, families, and community 
groups work together to support learning children tend to 
do better in school, stay in school longer, and like school 
more.ò 

Summary of Key Findings from: A New Wave of Evidence:  The Impact of 
School, Family and Community Connections of Student Achievement.

Henderson, A. et al (2007) Beyond the Bake Sale, The Essential Guide to 
Family-School Partnerships. The NY Press
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The Carnegie Foundation

https://www.carnegie.org/media/filer_public/f8/78/f8784565-4bd6-4aa3-bd80-2b98fd43380e/parent-engagement-2018.pdf
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According to its authors, the Dual 
Capacity-Building Framework for Family-
School Partnerships (2), ñis designed to 
support the development of family 
engagement strategies, policies, and 
programs. It is not a blueprint for 
engagement initiatives é [but] should be 
seen as a compass, laying out the goals 
and conditions necessary to chart a path 
toward effective family engagement efforts 
that are linked to student achievement and 
school improvement.ò

Mapp, K. L. & Bergman, E. (2019). Dual 
capacity-building framework for family-
school partnerships (Version 2). 

Dual Capacity-Building Framework

https://www.dualcapacity.org/
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Evaluating Family Engagement Programs

FAMILY AND 
COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT 
STRUCTURES 

NATIONAL PTA 
STANDARDS FOR 
FAMILY-SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIPS
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https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/runyourpta/national-
standards/national_standards_implementation_guide.pdf

https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/runyourpta/national-standards/national_standards_implementation_guide.pdf
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A major system of the complex school 

organization that develops quality 

links between local school 

professionals and the parents and 

community the school is intended to 

serve

ÅWelcoming all Families and the 

Community

Å Communicating Effectively with 

Families and the Community

Å Supporting Student Success

Å Empowering Families

Å Sharing Leadership with Families and 

the Community

Å Collaborating with Families and the 

Community

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-
Improvement-Services/Pages/Family-and-Community-
Engagement.aspx

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Welcoming-Families-and-Community.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Communicating-Effectively-with-Families-and-community.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Supporting-Student-Success.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Empowering-Families.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Sharing-Leadership-with-Families-and-Community.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Collaborating-with-Families-Community.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Family-and-Community-Engagement.aspx
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https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/programs/national-standards-for-family-school-
partnerships/national_standards_assessment_guide.pdf

https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/programs/national-standards-for-family-school-partnerships/national_standards_assessment_guide.pdf
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Evaluation: 
National PTA Assessment Guide Rubric

Level 1: 

Emerging ïLimited 
level of 

development and 
implementation

Level 2:

Progressing ï
Functioning level of 
development and 
implementation

Level 3: 

Excelling ïHighly 
functioning level of 
development and 
implementation 
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Directions

ÅForm a small group

ÅEach group will take one PTA standard / rubric

ÅRead the goal(s) of each standard and review the 
indicators

Å5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ 
it relates to each of the indicators

ÅHow is your school doing? What is the school doing 
well?  What needs to be improved upon?
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Parent and Family Engagement Performance

1. ñWelcoming All Familiesò 

2. ñCommunicating Effectivelyò

3. ñSupporting Student Successò

4. ñSpeaking Up for Every Childò 

5.  ñSharing Powerò

6. ñCollaborating with Communityò

Red = Emerging

Yellow = Progressing

Green =  Excelling
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Other 
Evaluation 
Tools

Parent and Family 

Engagement


