" A New Kind of Family

& Baby elephants need help to survive. Like all babies, they need It
protection. They also need a sense of love and belonging. A woman in a4

Kenya is trying to provide that kind of love and care for baby elephants 2%
‘ 50

‘,.-4
kind of family. 2 B
The woman, Daphne Sheldrick, has created an elephant nursery. It tp ™
is a place to give a baby what it needs so it can retum to the wild. The %\

who have lost their families. She is giving orphaned elephants a new

keepers who work there become the elephant’s new family. They stay QL
with the baby at all times just as its ;-Iephant family would have. The [0l
keepers make milk available to the orphan twenty-four hours a day. They {19
show it love and affection and never let it feel alone. Baby elephants are | ok,
so sensitive that missing someone can make them very-iil. To prevent' 45
that, the keepers make sure the bal-)y doesn’t become attached to just one 15%
person. Each night, a different worker sleeps with it. ‘That way, the baby | 1] |
feéls secure no matter which workers are on duty. ' | 30
Elephant orphans must learn to communicate by being with other [FO
elephants. When the babies are a year old, they move to a nearby park. It A0S
is a protected place where herds of older orphans live. They are slowly 18
gelting ready to Hye in the wild, There, the baby orphans learn elephant 23]
Jangyage and how to get along with a herd. It is easy for them to fitin LY
because older elephants naturally love all baby elephants. A5G
At the park, baby orphans are frec to wander with the herd. But ALY
they still have plenty of contact with their human family. As the young 289
elephants become more confident, they go into the wild more and more QO/L,’
often. Most eventually find a place with a wild herd. 306’
Orphans who live in the wild often come back to visit. Many years 2l 7.
later, thc?y still recognize and love the humans who raised them. The 3 A7 _
keepers know that the old saying is trile—an eléph'a:nt truly never forgets! 2.
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