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A Coherent Instruction 
System for English 

Learners
A GaDOE 

EL Language Programs’ 

ESOL Directors’ Munch & Learn

Sept 2, 2020

Advancing Effective Leadership for Continuous Improvement of Systems for English Learner Success
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Updates to the ESOL 
State Board Rule –
30-day public 
comment

https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/State-
Board-of-Education/Pages/Proposed-Rulemakings.aspx

https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/State-Board-of-Education/Pages/Proposed-Rulemakings.aspx
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Lunch Menu Today

Appetizer

Review August Munch & Learn

Federal requirements

Main Course

• ELA

• Math

• Science

• Social Studies

• Georgia Virtual School

Dessert

WIDA PD & Resources
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The student is identified as an EL and is placed 
in an ESOL program….now what?

1. Must ensure ELs participate meaningfully in curricular and extra 
curricular activities

• Provide access to core curriculum

• Academic deficits incurred while learning English may hinder equal 
participation.

• Extra curricular: PreK, magnet, career/technical, counseling, AP, IB, 
Gifted/talented, online/distance learning, performing/visual arts, athletics, 
clubs, honor societies

2. Meet the needs of students whose parents waive ESOL.

3. Monitor EL students progress in school.
OCR/DOJ Dear Colleague Letter: English Learner Students and Limited English Proficient Parents

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
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What’s content got to do with it?

How coherent is instruction for 
English learners?

• Planning for quality instruction

• Delivery quality instruction

• Monitoring student progress

• Refining the Instructional System

• School & District Effectiveness 
website

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Coherent-Instructional-System.aspx
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Providing ELs Access to 
English Language Arts

Dr. Breanne Huston

ELA/Literacy Program Manager

Curriculum & Instruction

9/2/2020 9
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Vocabulary knowledge is the single 
greatest contributor to reading 
comprehension and thus a strong 
predictor of overall academic 
achievement.

--Kate Kinsella, Isabel Beck, Robert Marzano, Doug Fisher, et. al.

WHAT WE KNOW
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Effective means 
that students 

learn the words, 
use the words, 
and remember 

the words. 

~Kylene Beers

Selecting 
essential words

Explicitly 
defining and 

contextualizing 
those words

Helping 
students to 

actively process 
the information

Providing 
multiple 

exposures to 
the words
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Where to Start?

Available for 

all grade levels
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https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/SiteDocs/Driving%20Practices%20%26%20Unified%20Skillsets%20for%20ELA.pdf
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ELA Remote Learning Plans

Distance Learning Guides

Georgia Virtual Learning 

Shared Content for ELA

https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/k-12-learning-plans/ela
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GPB Resources 

Getting Ready for K - 3

https://www.gpb.org/education/learn
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn/getting-ready


Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.

Current Professional 
Learning Opportunities

for English Teachers
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Georgia Writes
Changing the World One Word at a Time

georgiawrites.org

georgiawriters1@gmail.com

@georgiawrites1

@writesgeorgia

Georgia Writes

https://www.georgiawrites.org/
https://www.instagram.com/georgiawrites1/
https://twitter.com/WritesGeorgia
https://www.facebook.com/georgia.writes.106
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Professional Learning Courses                   

http://www.galearns.org/

Currently Available Coming Soon

L4GA Pathway Growing Great Writers 

(GaWP)Understanding Vocabulary 

Instruction

*Dramatic Writing Course 

http://www.galearns.org/
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Upcoming Professional Learning Opportunities

• Invited Guest:

• Dr. Nora Schlesinger, 
KSU

Deep Dive 
into 

Dyslexia

• Invited Guest:

• Dr. Julie Washington, 
GSU

The Whole 
Child and 
Reading 

Difficulties

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1-ATkdmwTJ1Kg1yIOVMCq95UNVRYV1JSSFcyQ0NVUUJITVk2UTQ1WUtYMi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1-ATkdmwTJ1Kg1yIOVMCq95URjMyNDJDRUw1NUFRTEg2TlBXR1FQMTVIRi4u
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Six Tools for Student Engagement with Cris Tovani

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdUME4zWFFPM09ZWlk1UUtGUDYyMTVHWVFYMC4u
mailto:bhuston@doe.k12.ga.us
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Additional ELA Professional Learning

• Creating Powerful Spaces for Writing K-2 3-6 7-12

• So You Want to Involve Parents? (K-5) Register Here

• Inventive and Conventional Spelling (P-1) Register Here

• Planning Your Writing Mini Lessons K-2 3-6 7-12

• Designing Genre Studies for Writing K-6 7-12

• Using Picture Books to Teach Writing 6-12

Email: bhuston@doe.k12.ga.us

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdURFJFME9BSlpFVUpKTFRZN1c3MTZKQ0w2Mi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdUMzlJTURSSloyVTA2UUdVUUIyVVlKRlVNRC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdUOUFPODJIMUY3NzI4UzRZUDI5RFdZTDRMUy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1zPZNhMlHvNOvo6Lo0WGggxUQTNCQ1hYT0VKRkhXMFlENzdRQTZUNUxCSi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdUNTVOOTBEWFJHU01UMUtMMkxKTFRRNUFXVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdURFpQNFBKWldCVDdKMExDTUw3QjE2UlJHWC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdUNjhWRlNKSUY4SjJSV0VSMFNMRUg3MlhQMy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdURTMxNzFETExERjlJNFZKNkxPN0tGWFg5UC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdUNUVYNFU4VzlHOUNUU1NCU1hWOVNOU0xIMC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdUQVA5U0lOT0gyRFgwTE5HTEE4T0syVFpRVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g1ylGkMDy069Ob1_Q4dr1wSUfSELG9RMvzlYn7uNmHdUMUc3NlEzMUlUMk9JMUlBSE9OTlFVQ0lBUS4u
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What’s Your Story? Podcast Series

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/What%27s-Your-Story-Podcast.aspx
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Where Can I Find These Resources?



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

mailto:bhuston@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:franeka.colley@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:adonald@doe.k12.ga.us
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GADOE Mathematics 

Resources

Providing ELs Access to Mathematics

Dr. Lya Snell 

Mathematics Program Manager

Curriculum & Instruction
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https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/2020-Guides-for-Effective-Mathematics-Instruction.pdf
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NEW Resources

Back-to-School Resources

This toolkit was created for each grade 

level and course to support 

mathematics classroom teachers with 

the implementation of best practices in 

the remote learning environment.  This 

was specifically created to support 

teaching professionals during the 2020 

COVID-19 era.
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NEW Resources

Distance Learning 

Resources

Sample learning plans with exemplar 

diagnostic assessments, evidence-

based practices, resources, plugged 

and unplugged activities, and ideas for 

differentiation and acceleration for 

each grade and course.
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Over 1300 Curated K-12 Remote Learning 
Resources
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Evidence-Based, 
Research-Based
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Planning for Quality 
Instruction

• Synchronous

• Asynchronous

• Unplugged/offline

• Engage

• Explore

• Apply

• Reflect
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Where can I find these resources?
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Equity Instructional Planning 
Look-For Document

• This document is to assist 
teachers in evaluating their 
lessons for equity during the 
planning process.

• This document can be found in 
the Teacher Resource Link 
(TRL) essential tool kit in the 
need to know bucket

• It can also be found at the 
following link Look Fors
document

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/f0b51bbc-04d8-44c7-aa0f-c1c90019d600/1/Look%20Fors%20Student%20Supports%282%29.pdf
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GADOE 

Mathematics 

PL
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Remote Learning Chats (RLCs)
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Remote Learning Chats (RLCs)



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Mathematics Professional Learning 

Modules - On-Demand PL for Teachers

• 6 new modules for K-5



Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.

Providing ELs Access to Science

Amanda Buice,

Science Program Manager

Curriculum & Instruction
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Science

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=el8ABJPLKwQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQKaWgStWFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sY4e7I5AeQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pIL7CoQxgY&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuZuJWK6UDg
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Science.aspx
https://issuu.com/georgiadoe/docs/gadoe_professional_learning_catalog_-_fall_2020
https://www.kaltura.com/index.php/extwidget/preview/partner_id/2294801/uiconf_id/40827622/entry_id/1_c4xmwpcg/embed/iframe?&flashvars%5bstreamerType%5d=auto
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Science

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

mailto:join-science-k-5@list.doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:join-science-6-8@list.doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:join-science-9-12@list.doe.k12.ga.us
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Science

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/Science/Student-Learning-Menus-School-Closures.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/f0b51bbc-04d8-44c7-aa0f-c1c90019d600/1/Look%20Fors%20Student%20Supports%282%29.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/e8da3c18-dafa-43e7-a245-08d5f211cec2/1/Science%20Self-Evaluation%20Checklist.pdf
https://app.gadoe.org/TRLPublic
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Science

• Family Engagement
• Remote Learning Plans 

Specifically Address (GPB 
GA Home Classroom)
• K-5 includes “Dear Parent 

Letters”

• Science Support for 
Families During School 
Closures

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/Science/Supporting-Families-During-School-Closures.pdf
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Providing ELs 
Access to 
Social 
Studies…
what you do for 
the rest of your 
life

Joy Hatcher

Social Studies Program 

Manager

Curriculum & Instruction

JoAnn 
Wood

Jennifer 
Zoumberis

Joy 
Hatcher
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Social 
Studies  

SWIRLS!

Building Fluency in All 
Learning

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies.aspx

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies.aspx
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Resources to 
Support 
Content 
Knowledge

• Teacher Notes

• Teacher Content 
Tutorial Videos
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Resources to Support 
Inquiry Based Instruction
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Distance 
Learning 

Plans
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Resources to 
Support 

Asynchronous  
Professional 

Learning
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-
Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-Professional-
Development.aspx

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/Social-Studies-Professional-Development.aspx
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Synchronous Virtual Workshops

Virtual Workshops Tailored to District/RESA Request
Email jwood@doe.k12.ga.us

#Gasocialstudies
VirtualHub

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Social-Studies.aspx

mailto:jwood@doe.k12.ga.us
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Social-Studies.aspx
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Partnering with GCSS to support Literacy Integration

Virtual Events for 
Members

https://gcss.net/

https://gcss.net/
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Be Part of Our 
Community

Twitter:  GaDOE_SS

Facebook:  GADOE Social 
Studies

Instagram:  
gadoesocialstudies

jhatcher@doe.k12.ga.us

jwood@doe.k12.ga.us

jzoumberis@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:jhatcher@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:jwood@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:jzoumberis@doe.k12.ga.us
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Providing ELs Access 
to GA Virtual School

Joyce Bearden

Director of Knowledge and Resource Management

GaDOE Technology Services

Christina Hernández

Special Needs Specialist

GA Virtual School
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Schools and Students Choose 

GaVS for…

• Course availability and scheduling 

options in a teacher-led model

• A flexible and supportive learning 

environment

• Technology and accessibility tools 

to offer innovative approaches to 

learning

• Accommodations for special 

needs

Fall 2020 Registration is open 

through Sept. 24

Course Specific Webinars 

& PD courses:

• Digital Learning Days

• Synchronous Learning

• Special Needs

• Effective Online Teaching

• Customized Learning in the 

Online Classroom
• Teacherless model for 

students who have previously 

been unsuccessful in a 

course

• 22 weeks to complete a 

course

Georgia Virtual Offerings
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Getting Started…Helpful Tips

Identify ELs and provide 
documentation 

• Establish a process in your district 
to support the GaVS facilitator to 
identify ELs during the registration 
process

• Provide Access Test scores, 
EL/TPC, and the English 
Development Plan to GaVS
facilitators to upload to the GaVS
system

1

Request an observer 
account

• GaVS can provide local school 
ESOL teachers with GaVS
system access to closely 
monitor student progress and 
support the student as 
needed

2

Ensure ongoing 
communication/collab
oration 

• Communication between the 
local school and the GaVS
special needs team member 
and content area teachers 
throughout the semester is 
key

3
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What Supports Can GaVS Provide?

Examples of Accommodations:
• Extended time on tests/quizzes

• Extended time on assignments

• Reduce coursework

• Break larger assignments into smaller parts

• Key terms/unit vocabulary lists

• Self-check, study, and review materials are 
available throughout the course content

• Regular communication with the students, 
parents, and local school facilitator

• Parent and local school access to student 
progress

• Allow the use of audio books

Features naturally integrated into GaVS 
course content/LMS: 
• Content presented in a variety of formats and 

available 24/7

• Preview course material/content

• Due dates provided for the entire semester

• Ability to record audio/video for various 
assignments

• Integrate/utilize operating system, Microsoft 
0365 and other accessibility tools, such as:
• Text-to-speech
• Dictation (speech-to-text)
• Translation features
• Spelling/grammar checks
• MS Immersive Reader
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What to Consider Before Enrolling

1. Necessary supports

• Consider the level of ESOL support the 
student will require in the specific 
course(s)/subject area(s) they are being 
enrolled into online to ensure appropriate 
placement.

2. Access to technology and internet

• Does the student have access to a device 
and reliable internet service?

3. Online Readiness

• Does the student have the basic technology 
skills necessary to navigate the computer 
and online environment independently?



Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.

WIDA Professional Learning 
and Resources

Dr. Ariana Magee

Dr. Jacqueline C. Ellis

Professional Learning Specialists

ESOL and Title III State Activities
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Self-Paced 
eWorkshops 
2020-2021
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Coming soon!
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Don’t have a WIDA 
Secure Portal Account?

• Contact your local school system’s ESOL Coordinator and request a 
login/password to the WIDA Portal eLearning Center

ESOL Professional Learning Webpage

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/ESOL-Professional-Learning.aspx
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Crosswalk WIDA Resources

http://www.kaltura.com/index.php/extwidget/preview/partner_id/2294801/uiconf_id/40827622/entry_id/1_84imq66c/embed/iframe?&flashvars%5bstreamerType%5d=auto
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From WIDA ACCESS Test Results to TRL 
Resources Linked to GSE Standards
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New WIDA English Language Development 
(ELD) Standards, 2020 Edition

What’s staying the same?

• 5 English Language Development 

Standard Statements

• 6 Levels of English Language 

Proficiency (ELP)

• Grade-Level Clusters: K, 1, 2-3, 

4-5, 6-8, 9-12

• Key Language Uses

• Features of Academic Language

What’s new?
• Key Language Uses - Narrate, Inform, Explain, 

Argue 

• Interpretive & Expressive Communication Modes

• Language Expectations – goals for content-driven 

language learning (coded for easy reference)

• Proficiency Level Descriptors – what ELs can 

process & produce at each proficiency level

• Language Functions & Features

• Annotated Language Samples

• Curricular Resources
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See you next month 
at the October 7th  
Munch & Learn!

Supporting Learning Environment for 
English Learners: MTSS, RtI EL/SWD, 
Gifted, EIP, REP
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EL Language 
Programs Help 
Desk
ESOL Questions & Support

678-794-3695

Email:

ELPrograms@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:ELPrograms@doe.k12.ga.us
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Q & A Time – Again!



EDUCATING 

GEORGIA’S FUTURE

EDUCATING 

GEORGIA’S FUTURE

www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/c/GeorgiaDepartmentofEducation


