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Lunch Menu TodayAppetizer
• Review September session
• Federal requirements
Main Course
• Early Intervention Program
• GA’s Tiered System of Supports
• Special Education Services & 

Support
• College Readiness & Talent 

Development
Dessert
• WIDA & ESOL Resources
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OCR/DOJ Dear Colleague Letter: English Learner Students and Limited English Proficient Parents

4
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https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
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A Supportive Learning Environment for ELs 

1. Maintaining order and safety
• Basic needs

2. Developing and monitoring a tiered 
system of supports 

• Comprehensive
• Personalized

3. Ensuring a student learning community 
for English learners 

• Levels of English proficiency
• Cultural background
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Supportive Learning Environment –
Services to monitor EL students’ progress
1. Early Intervention Program (EIP) – Anisha 

Donald

2. GA’s Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) –
Karen Suddeth

3. Special Education Services & Support –
Wina Low

4. College Readiness & Talent Development –
MaryJean Banter
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Equity for English Learners 
in EIP Services
Meg Baker - Proxy for 

Anisha Donald
Elementary Program Specialist

Curriculum & Instruction

10/12/2020 6
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ELATeam

Breanne Huston, ELA Program Manager
bhuston@doe.k12.ga.us

Franeka Colley, Special Education Content Integration 
Specialist

franeka.colley@doe.k12.ga.us

**Anisha Donald, Elementary Program Specialist
adonald@doe.k12.ga.us

Follow us:
@GaDOEELA

mailto:bhuston@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:franeka.colley@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:adonald@doe.k12.ga.us
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How many ELs are served in EIP or REP 
programs?

30%

70%

Percentage of ELs in EIP or REP
Student Record 2020

EIP/REP ELs
ELs

52%
28%

20%

Percent of ELs in EIP/REP by 
Grade Level

Student Record 2020

Gr 1-3 EIP Gr 4-5 EIP Gr 6-12 REP
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EIP FAQ about ELs in ESOL – Question #10

Q10: Are English learners (EL) students 
eligible to participate in the EIP program?
How should they be found eligible? 
How should they be counted in FTE?

A: Yes, EL students can participate in the 
EIP program. They must be counted in FTE 
during a segment they are not being served 
in the ESOL program. Early Intervention Program

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Early-Intervention-Program.aspx
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Data to Consider when Determining 
ELs’ Eligibility for EIP Services

1. Initial ELP Screener results
2. Annual ELP Assessment results by Overall 

Composite and each language domain: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing

3. Student ELP Growth Percentiles using 
ACCESS scales scores and “like peers” 
(when available)

4. Literacy & oracy levels in primary home 
language 

5. Family culture
6. Educational history
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Questions to Consider when Determining 
ELs’ Eligibility for EIP Services

1. Was the student’s level of English proficiency considered in the analysis of the non-ELP 
test results? 
a. Are the benchmark tests used of eligibility normed for English-only students?
b. Do the benchmark test vendors provide English learner norms for the team to consider? 
c. How does the student’s level of English proficiency affect the benchmark test results?
d. Did the teacher’s referral include information on the student’s level of ELP?

2. Was the student’s level of English proficiency considered in the choice of 
interventions? 
• Does the research say this intervention will be effective with dual language learners or with English 

learners?
3. Was the student’s level of English proficiency considered in the teacher’s instructional 

practices?
a. Are high-leverage practices for ELs being used in the Tier 1 classroom? 
b. Is the student receiving appropriate language instruction in Tier 1 classrooms?
c. Is the student meeting the language goals set by the teacher?
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Additional Considerations when 
Determining ELs’ Eligibility for 
EIP Services

• What is the relationship between a student’s 
language proficiency and his/her literacy skills

• What can EL students do at their level of 
English proficiency in each language domain?

• Is ELP and Literacy/Oracy in English 
progressing in tandem?

• How would instruction and intervention differ 
according to student’s literacy/oracy proficiency 
in home language? 
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English Learners 
in Georgia’s Tiered System 
of Supports for Students

Karen Suddeth
Program Manager / SPDG Project Director

Georgia’s Tiered System of Supports for Students



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

What is MTSS? 
A Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
is a framework that:

• incorporates 5 essential 
components;

• is data driven;
• includes a team approach;
• supports ALL students in 

learning; and
• is considered best practice 

for teaching and learning.

14
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What’s the big deal about a tiered 
system of supports for students?

1.29 Effect Size

(that’s really large!!)

Improved Outcomes
•Decreased expulsion, behavioral
referrals, and suspension rates

•Sustained academic improvement
•Increased on-time graduation

Strong positive effects on system outcomes
•Increased instructional and planning time
•More efficient use of resources and staff

•Decreased inappropriate special education referrals and placement rates
•Reduction in amount of time student receives special education services

•Reduction in student grade retention

Source: Burns, Appleton, & Stehouwer, 2005; Dexter, Hughes, & Farmer, 2008; 
Simmons, Coyne, Kwok, McDonagh, Harn, & Kame’enui, 2008; Hattie, 2017
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Integrating the Essential Components
of Georgia’s Tiered System of

Supports for Students
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Essential Components 
of the Nationally Aligned MTSS Framework

Supported by 
District and School Infrastructure
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Nationally Aligned MTSS Framework
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  G

ift
ed

Tier I: Primary Level 
of Prevention – Instruction/ 

Core Curriculum

Tier III: Tertiary Level 
of Prevention – Intensive 

Intervention

Tier II: Secondary Level 
of Prevention - Intervention

3% to 5% of 
students

80% of students

15% of students

Students receive services at all levels, depending on need.

Essential Component: 
Multi-Level Prevention System

SST
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Looking at the Whole Child

Remember:
Interventions are tiered,

NOT students.

Students receive services at all levels, depending on need.
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Need More Information?
Georgia’s Tiered System of Supports for Students

www.gadoe.org/TieredSystemofSupports
or

www.gadoe.org/MTSS

Resources Available
• Fact Sheets: Simplify essential components/framework
• Professional Learning Units
• Training Webinars
• Short MTSS Videos
• Join MTSS Network of Professionals/Newsletter
• Register for Upcoming Events

http://www.gadoe.org/TieredSystemofSupports
http://www.gadoe.org/MTSS
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2020 Professional 
Learning Calendar
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Contact Us

GAMTSS@DOE.K12.GA.US

9/6/2018

mailto:gamtss@doe.k12.ga.us


Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.24

Resources
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Connecting Research
Institute for Education Sciences What Works Clearinghouse 
- https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
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IES Practice Guides

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
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CEEDAR – Innovation 
Configuration: Evidence-based 
practices for ELs

The National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering & 
Medicine, 2017

http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/
uploads/2016/11/EBP-for-english-learners.pdf

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/24677/promoting-the-educational-success-of-children-and-youth-learning-english

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/24677/promoting-the-educational-success-of-children-and-youth-learning-english


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 28

Aceves, T. C., & Orosco, M. (2014). Culturally responsive teaching (Document No. IC-2). 
Retrieved from University of Florida, Collaboration for Effective Educator, Development, 
Accountability, and Reform Center website: http://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/tools/innovation-
configurations 
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Resources for Evaluating and 
Selecting Evidence-Based Practices
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Resources for Evaluating and 
Selecting Evidence-Based Practices
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MTSS for ELs

Brown, Julie, Chavez and Grimaldo. MTSS for ELs. (2017) Culturally and 
Linguistically Responsive Multi-Tiered Systems of Support for English 
Learners [PDF]. Retrieved from https://www.mtss4els.org/files/resource-
files/OELA%202017%2011-7-17.pdf

https://www.mtss4els.org/files/resource-files/OELA%202017%2011-7-17.pdf
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Questions?
Karen Suddeth

Program Manager/SPDG Project Director
Georgia’s Tiered System of Supports for Students

ksuddeth@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:ksuddeth@doe.k12.ga.us
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The contents of presentation were developed 
under a grant from the U.S. Department of 

Education, #H323A170010.
However, those contents do not necessarily 

represent the policy of the U.S. Department of 
Education, and you should not assume 

endorsement by the Federal Government. 
Project Officer, Jennifer Coffey.



Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.

English Learners with Disabilities 
(EL/SWD)

Wina Low
Program Manager Senior

Special Education Services & 
Support
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Georgia FY20: EL and SWD
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Percentage of SWD, age 6-21 Served by IDEA Part B, by EL 
Status and Primary Area of Disability. 2019-2020 School Year
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Georgia Specific Policies
WIDA Screeners
• Purpose
• WIDA Screeners are assessments designed to provide the 

first measure of English Language Proficiency.
• For students new to U.S. schools, if the response to any of the 

three questions on the HLS indicates a home language other than 
English, the student is considered a potential English learner (EL) 
and the school district or Local Education Agency (LEA) will then 
administer the state required, grade-level specific, WIDA English 
language proficiency (ELP) screener.
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WIDA Screener Accommodations

• Communication of accessibility 
supports & accommodations

• Collection of 
existing accommodation information

• Documentation 
of needed accommodations

• WIDA Accessibility 
& Accommodations Supplement

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/ACCESS-Accessibility-Accommodations-Supplement.pdf
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Accommodations Table
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Students with Disabilities (SWD)

•If a SWD has a Home Language Survey indicating the need for 
screening for eligibility for English learner status and ESOL 
services, the IEP should indicate any necessary instructional 
and/or assessment accommodations –including accommodations 
for the WIDA Screener.
•The GaDOE Student Assessment Handbook provides guidance 
and additional supplemental materials, such as the WIDA 
Accessibility and Accommodations Supplement provide further 
definition.
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Preschool Special Education

• Students with disabilities can 
begin services as early as 
the child’s 3rd birthday.

• The ESOL program in 
Georgia starts in 
Kindergarten, not Pre-school
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Keeping Students First
English Learners Suspected of Having 
a Disability
• https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-

Assessment/Special-Education-
Services/Documents/English%20Learners%20swd/Keeping%2
0Students%20First%20%20-Jan%202020%20%20-
%20Final.pdf

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Documents/English%20Learners%20swd/Keeping%20Students%20First%20%20-Jan%202020%20%20-%20Final.pdf
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Dessert
WIDA and ESOL resources 
for you!
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Self-Paced 
eWorkshops 

2020-2021
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More information on the ESOL 
Professional Learning webpage 

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/ESOL-Professional-Learning.aspx
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Upcoming 
Opportunities
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EL Language 
Programs Help 
Desk
ESOL Questions & Support

678-794-3695

Email:

ELPrograms@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:ELPrograms@doe.k12.ga.us


EDUCATING 
GEORGIA’S FUTURE

EDUCATING 
GEORGIA’S FUTURE

www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/c/GeorgiaDepartmentofEducation
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