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ESSA PQ and In-Field Overview
Key Points

 Under ESSA, teachers must meet state

certification requirements.

o Georgia’s flexibility (State Charter and Strategic
Waiver) allows LEAs to waive state certification
requirements for most of their teachers and establish
minimum professional qualifications (PQ).
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ESSA PQ and In-Field Overview
Understanding PQ & ESSA In-Field

—

All
teachers who
meet ESSA
In-Field
requirements
meet PQ

\
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ESSA PQ and In-Field Overview
Understanding PQ & ESSA In-Field

Professional Qualifications ESSA In-Field
« Monitored on a 4-Year Cycle < Reported Annually

* Reviewed annually through * Requirement for the
the CLIP acceptance of ESSA

Funds
* Requirement for the

acceptance of ESSA Funds < Requirements
o Certification OR
o Demonstrated Equivalent

) Reqmrements (Degree, Coursework,

o Federal —Paraprofessionals GACE, Industry
o State — Special Education Crede;vtials)
(Service)

o LEA —All Other Teachers




ESSA PQ and In-Field Overview
Establishing PQ in Georgia

ESSA Requires ALL SEAs & LEAs Ensure Teachers Meet State Certification Requirements

Under ESSA, Paraprofessionals must meet requirements which are the same as those
under NCLB (ESSA Sec.1111(g)(2)(M); GaPSC Certification Rule 505-2.18)

. 4

‘ Charter/ Strategic Waive’

Traditional Establish Professional Qualifications
Follow GaPSC Certification Rules
Requirements Placed in CLIP

Richcird Weods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future ..., 2 Department 5T Ed —



ESSA PQ and In-Field Overview

Key Stakeholders Determine District PQ and
Contribute to In-Field Reports

Superintendent

Title |
Director

\

Professional So.Ed,
P Gifted,
Qualifications/ S
ESSA In-Field Director
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Updates to ESSA

PQ and In-Field
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Education Teacher

Traditional Georgia LEA
any Special Education
Teacher

Charter & Strategic Waiver
LEAs
Special Education Teacher
Does NOT Issue Grades

Charter & Strategic Waiver
LEAs
Special Education Teacher
Issues Grades

Prior PQ Requirement
(effective 07-01 -17)

MUST follow all GaPSC certification
requirements in alignment with the
students’ IEP and State Board of
Education rules.

MUST hold GaPSC special education
certification aligned with teaching
assignment (general, adapted, visual
impairment, etc.) AND
MUST have a clearance certificate.

MUST hold GaPSC special education
certification aligned with teaching
assignment (general, adapted, visual
impairment, etc.) AND
MUST hold content certification for the

subject and grade level bands for which

the teacher is assigned (K-5), (4-8), (6-

12) and in accordance with the students’

IEPs AND
MUST have a clearance certificate.

Updates to ESSA PQ and In-Field

Summary of Changes
LEA Type And Special

New PQ Requirement
(effective 2-11-20)

No Change in Prior
Requirement

No Change in Prior
Requirement

MUST hold GaPSC special
education certification
aligned with teaching
assignment (general,

adapted, visual impairment,

etc.) AND
MUST hold content
certification in alignment
with the LEA’s PQ
Requirements. AND
MUST have a clearance
certificate.

CONTENT NOW REFLECTS LEA’S
REQUIREMENTS



Updates to ESSA PQ and In-Field

Summary of Changes for Charter and Strategic
Waiver LEAs

T Educator | Roquirements

Federal (NCLB) Requirements

FEEDIRIESOIREL Aligns with GaPSC Certification
Special Education Teacher Service: State Requirements
Does Not Issue Grades GaPSC Certification
Special Education Teacher ST DIk Rgfgwr.ements
lssues Grades GaPSC Certification
Content: LEA Requirements
Regular Education Teacher Content: LEA Requirements

(including Gifted, ESOL, and EIP)

Georgia Department of Education
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Updates to ESSA PQ and In-Field

20 Day Parent Notification Changes for Charter
and Strategic Waiver LEAs

Prior

20 Day Parent Notification

New
20 Day Parent Notification

(effective 07-01-17)
Educator does not issue grades

Notifications must be disseminated if

the teacher does not hold special
education certification

Educator issues grades

Notifications must be disseminated if

the teacher does not hold

» special education certification,
and/or

« content certification

for the subject area(s) and grade level

band(s) in which the teacher issues

grades. (Aligned with GaPSC In-Field)

(effective 2-11-20)

Educator does not issue grades
Notifications must be disseminated if
the teacher does not hold special
education certification

Educator issues grades
Notifications must be disseminated if

the teacher does not hold

» special education certification,
and/or

« content certification in accordance
with the LEA’s Professional
Qualification requirements

CONTENT NOW REFLECTS LEA’sS
REQUIREMENTS



Updates to ESSA PQ and In-Field
ESSA PQ & In-Field Implementation Guide

The ESSA PQ and In-Field
Implementation Guide is an
authoritative document that

ESSA PQ & IN-FIELD guides local education

agencies (LEAS) in their efforts
IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE to implement federal, state and

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES FOR PROFESSIONAL |Oca| req u i rements related to

QUALIFICATIONS AND ESSA IN-FIELD REPORTING

professional qualifications and
in-field reporting in Georgia.

PQ — pages 23 - 37
Q & A — pages 39 — 45
Citations — pages 62 - 71

Rizheird Weods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future ..., ia Department of Education



Updates to ESSA PQ and In-Field
PQ/ESSA In-F

Federal Requirements - ESSA

Essa d LEA
ESSA Sections 1112(g)(2)l), 1112(c)(6)

¥

¥

must hold content certification in the
corresponding content areas and grade
level bands in lignment with LEA PQ.

SPECIAL EDUCATION TeACHERS / Georgia law allows charter and nnugg\
Special
special education certifcation sligned povisons of i 2, ncucing
signm LEAs may not
adapted, visual impairment, etc). waive senice ceriationforSpecal
ALL teachers
MUST have a dearance certficate.

0.CG.A. §§20-280, 20-2-200, 20-2-
2111, 20-2-984, 20-2-2065,

K GaPSC Rules, SBOE Rules j

> 4

> 4

0.CGA. §§ 20-2-200, 20-2-984, SBOE Rules

a )

‘must establish professional qualfication

- >
A Georgia's Systems of Continuous Improvement

a oE Professional Qualifications/ESSA In-Field

e Quick Guide

2

cudng o

How can my LEA ensure that teschers moet PQ. md EssA in- Fﬁeld"
clusscnal qulfc ke b =

Content Area Test OR

» Spacial Education: Teachers requred 1o hokd :nnual education
and certfication n adapled or general specil education cumculum that Jigns 1o the course(s) being taught
and the IEPs of the shudents being served. They may NOT waive cestiication in adapted or general special
education cumculum.

« Contant: Al special education teachers tssuing grades are required 1o hokd content area certification in the
subject feld and grade level bands for which the teacher is assigned (K-5), (4-8), (6-12) in accordance with the
LEA's Professional Qualfications.

Gooega Departocs of Edustion

requirements for teachers because they « Charter In Georgla, in LEAS that walve
theough degree, coursewark, of content test this must be in complance with the LEA certfication waiver
‘meet professional qualifications. procedures cutined n the. ehensive LEA improvement Plan (CLIP).
« Emergency! Provisional:In accordance wih indwiduals with Disabilties Educascn Act (DEA), special
" o provisional special This
Georgs, M ations, th LEA raust deberasig o means fiat 2 specal education teacher halding a GaPSC cerficate not supporied by test or coursework may
Ty A e e " ot meet Georgia's Profeszional Qualficatcn Requrements.
waived, The LEA must specify content /
Inadeition,
The State of Georgia ensures that & wmnmmmuwam:um-,-nwml
inchiding qualfications that were in piace on the day
s cetified. Act in ia, LUA, must hold a
) — Paraprofessionals must hold state ane of the fllowing requrements:
p—p— « Degroe: Hokd an associate’s degree or highes in any subject from a Georgia Professional Standards
Caﬂnisu\ IGIPSC‘-WM accredeed rsttution; or
‘Out-obField ESSA Sec.1113(g)2)M):
jave completed 160 semester hours) at a GaPSC-
0.CGA §202-211.1, GaPSC Rules jemir il s
collections. + Contont Aroa Tost: Have pa Assessment. If eighi o
SHie . J the assessment, the ‘st aiso hold a minimum of 3 high school S or b apvent

o D
T S0 P

Decision Guide

Purpose:

 Broad Overview

Audience:

* General Public

Rizhcird Weads, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future

Quick Guide

Purpose:

« Updates

Audience:

» LEA staff working
with PQ and In-Field

eld Quick Guides

GG%OE

Georgia’s
Special Education Teacher

o)

of Conti P
ional Qualifications/ESSA In-Field

s 4

Federal Professional Qualification Requirements - ESSA

ESSA requires SEAs and LEAS to ensure that teachers meet state certification requirements. ESSA Sections 1111(g)(2)(4), 1112(c)(6)

Traditional
Georgia LEAs

\ 4

Georgla law authorizes GaPSC

Charter & Strategic Waiver LEAs
Special Education Teacher
Does Not Issue Grades

¥

In compliance with Georgla State Board Rule,
do NOT issue grades

requirements. Special Education
teachers MUST follow all GaPSC
certification requirements and State
Board of Education rules.
0.CGA §620-2-200, 20-2-984,
GapsC Rules

Will PQ mandate
spedific service delivery
models/personnel

No. LEAs should determine Special

Education service delivery models

bosed on student necds, LEA staff
a

capocity and LEA resources

MUST hold GaPSC special education certification
aligned with teaching assignment
(general, adapted, visual Impairment, etc )
AND

MUST have a clearance certificate.
0.CGA. §§ 20-2-80, 20-2-200, 20-2-211.1, 20-2-
2065, GaPSC Rules, SBOE Rules

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS WHO HOLD A
GAPSC ISSUED CERTIFICATE IN SPECIAL

Charter & Strategic Waiver LEAS
Special Education Teacher
Issues Grades

In compliance with Georgla State Board Rule,
special education teachers who issue grades
MUST hold GaPSC special education certification aligned
with teaching assignment (general, adapted, visual
impairment, etc)

AND

MUST hold content certification for the sublect and grade
level bands for which the teacher is assigned (K-5), (4-8),
(6-12) and In accordance the LEA's PQ Requirements.
AND

MUST have a clearance centificate.
0.CG.A §620-2-80, 20-2-200, 20-2-211.1, 20-2-2065,
GoPSC Rules, SBOE Rules

PROFESSIONAL QuAuHcA'noN
REQUIREMENTS.

ESSA In-Field Reporting.

WHO DO LEAS CALL WITH QUESTIONS

ABOUT EDUCATOR QUALIFICATIONS?

seECALEpuca

EGC wAVER nu.mm

Georsia Deparmen of Bl
acsary 31, 2020 » Puge.

Special Education Guide

Purpose:
« Special Education Focus
Audience:
* Special Educatiop, Staff

Georgia Department of Education



Updates to ESSA PQ and In-Field
In-Field Portal

ia Professional

| Stan Commission
‘ : Protecting Georgia’s Higher Standard of Learring

Please SignIn (4

Due to budget and staff reductions...

« We no longer accept "walk-in" visitors.
* Our Call Center is closed on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

We can still help you!

« Use your MyPSC account to track the progress of your application and print your
certificate.

e OQur Call Center (800) 869-7775 is open from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday except for state holidays.

« Email us at mail@gapsc.com

Username: Ikcliett Forgot username?

Password: |ssessesees Forgot password?

WWW.gapsc.org

Ga OE
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Updates to ESSA PQ and In-Field

What do | do if | have questions about In-Field?

In-field System

Documentation

ESSA In-Field Updates for FY19
For further assistance email: infield@gapsc.com

Find an educator

SSN OR Certificate Number[ \ { Search Educator |
First name |:] Last name’ ‘ ‘ Search By Names }

Select Records

Academic Year & Data Cycle System

2020-1 V | | -- Select one system -- v
School Buildings Type

All Schools ¥ | | Teachers ¥

Content Status Services Status

Out-of-field v | Out-of-field v

i Search ‘ ‘ System Report ‘ ‘ Building Report ‘

professionalqualifications@doe.k12.ga.us

Gabor
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Reflecting on
Your PQ

-~ -« &
:; aioE Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.
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Reflecting on Your PQ

LEAs might look at how an LEA-established PQ
requirements could impact...

 student achievement From the ESSA PQ
and Implementation

Guide pp. 35-36

» school or district climate

« the scheduling of LEA teachers

« the supervising of student teachers

« a LEA’s federal program monitoring results
« staffing decisions at the LEA’s charter schools

 a LEA’s internal and external recruitment pool

« aLEA’s budget and/or an educator’s personal finance

 the civil rights of the students being served & related service
models

« whether or not a LEA is required to disseminate ESSA 20 Day
notifications

« TKES process for educators -

Georgia Departmsny of Education



Reflecting on Your PQ

LEA-developed PQ requirements can be
reviewed and updated as needed!

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future Georgia Department of Educat on



Reflecting on Your PQ

CLIP — Required Questions — Professional Qualification (PQ)
Online CLIP (DIP 3.1, 3.2 & 3.3) and S-CLIP #5

Professional Qualifications (Part 1) — Intent to Waive Certification

For the current fiscal year, using the flexibility granted under Georgia charter law [OCGA 20-2-
2065] or State Board Rule - Strategic Waivers [160-5-1-.33], does the district intend to waive
teacher certification - Yes or No? [ESSA Sec. 1112(e)(1)(B)(ii)]

Professional Qualifications (Part 2) — Waiver Recipients

If the LEA waives certification, specify whether or not, in the current fiscal year, certification is

waived:

i. for all teachers (except Special Education services areas in alignment with the student’s
IEP), or

ii. for a select group of teachers. If waived for a select group of teachers, the response must
address content fields and grade level bands (P-5, 4-8, 6-12, P-12).

[All educators must hold a GaPSC issued Clearance Certificate.] [O.C.G.A. 20-2-211.1, SBOE

160-4-9-.05, ESSA Sec. 1112(e)(1)(B)(ii

Responses Should Not Contradict

Professional Qualifications (Part 3) — Minimum Qualifications

If the district waives certification, state the minimum qualifications required for employment of
teachers for whom certification is waived (example: Bachelor's Degree, Content Assessment,
Coursework, Field Experience etc.). If no requirements exist beyond a Clearance Certificate,
please explicitly state so. [Sec. 1112(e)(1)(B)(ii)] - <

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future .., s Depariment of E P



Reflecting on Your PQ

Professional Qualifications Part 1

S. Professional Qualifications

flexibility to waive certification. [0.C.G.A. 20-2-80, 20-2-2065, ESSA Sec. 1112(e)(1)(8)(ii)]

e Part 1-State “explicitly” whether or not in the current fiscal year the LEA uses its Charter or Strategic Waiver

L pQ-Intentto Waive Certfction
Part 1: For the current fiscal year, using the flexibiity granted
under Georgia charter law or State Board Rule - Strategic
Waivers, does the district intend to waive teacher certification -
YesorNo

Look Fors:

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee f Education



Reflecting on Your PQ
Professional Qualifications Part 2

e Part 2 - If the LEA waives certification, specify whether or not, in the current fiscal year, certification is waived:
i. for all teachers (except Special Education), or
ii. for a select group of teachers (please specify content fields and grade level bands, P-5, 4-8, 6-12, P-12).

[Ncte that in Georgia certification requirements for Special Education CANNOT be waived. All Special Education teachers are
required to hold GaPSC special education certification that is in-field for the course to which the teacher is assigned. All
educators must hold a GaPSC issued Clearance Certificate.] [O.C.G.A. 20-2-211.1, SBOE 160-4-9-.05, ESSA Sec.
1112(e)(1)(B)(ii)]

Do Not Contradict

PQ- Waiver Recipients

current fiscal year, certification is waived:
® For 2l teachers |except Spedal Education teachers)
* For 3 select group of 1eachers. If waived for a select
group of teachers, the response must address content
fields and grade level bands [P-5, 48, 6-12, 2-12)

Look Fors:

e [f the district waives certification, the description states
whether or not certification & waived for all teachers. if
only waived for some teachers, the description listed the
content and grade level bands for which the district
waives the certification of those teachers [PQ s not
waived for Special Education.)

e If yes, Est teacher content and grade level bands for
whom certification is waived.

e [Example: 5-12 CTAE, 6-12 Math, 5-12 Foreign Language)

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future Georaia Depariment of Education



Reflecting on Your PQ

Professional Qualifications Part 3

e Part 3 - If the LEA waives certification, state tle minimum qualifications required for employment of teachers for
whom certification is waived (example: bachelor’s degree, content assessment, coursework, field experience,
etc ). If no requirements exist beyond a Clearance Certificate, please explicitly state so. [Sec. 1112(e)(1)(B)(i))

Answer question distinctly

PQ- Qualifications
® The LEA describes The minimum qualifications required
of its teachers for empioymen
- QU ision e clated the law,

contradicts tse¥, & unclesr, & son-commmimal
* Recommendations/Comments # it looks Foe current
format might require revisions.
1. Field Experience “What does this mean?
2. Setang 2 higher degree than what might be
Needed ¥ wawirg CTAE
3. Forgetang to consider charter schools f the LEA
bas LEA-spproved charter schools

2 Bacheior’s Degree in assigned field OR
3. Five years Successil Fiele Experience in CTAS Seld

For teachers evpicped in Courtty (encept Special
Education)) the munimum qualificstions include

1 Oesrance Certificate AND

2 Degree in subject anea assigned OR

3. Coursework in sulject aces pisigned OR

4 Passing Score on contentt anea test in sulject area assigned
(=}

S. Five or more satisfaciony work experience in 3 feid direcy
refaned 1o the subject area Saught (exampie: Emengency
Techaican courses may be taught by and EMT with at least 5
years of satisfactiony work experience)

Gabor

Georgia De;)artmen( of Education
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Professional Qualfications “Look Fors"
PQ - Intent to Waive Certfication

Part 1: For the current fiscal year, using the flexibility granted
under Georgia charter law or State Board Rule - Strategic
Waivers, does the district intend to waive teacher certification -
YesorNo

Look Fors:

waives certification for teachers
¢ YesorNo

PQ- Waiver Recipients

current fiscal year, certification is waived:
+ Forallteachers (except Special Education teachers)
+ Foraselect group of teachers, If waived for a select
group of teachers, the response must address content
fields and grade level bands (P-5, 4-8, 6-12, 9-12)

Look Fors:

o [fthe district waives certfication, the description states
whether or not certification is waived for all teachers, If
only waived for some teachers, the description listed the
content and grade level bands for which the district
walves the certfication of those teachers (PQ is not
waived for Special Education,)

+ [fyes list teacher content and grade level bands for
whom certification is waived.

¢ (Example: 9-12 CTAE, 6-12 Math, 9-12 Foreign Language)

PQ- Qualifications

o The LEA describes the minimum qualifications required
of its teachers for employment
+ Request Revision if incomplete, violated the law,
contradicts itself, is unclear, is non-committal
o Recommendations/Comments if it looks like current
format might require revisions
1. Field Experience -What does this mean?
2. Setting a higher degree than what might be
Needed if waiving CTAE
3. Forgetting to consider charter schools if the LEA
has LEA-approved charter schools

Sample Language:

For teachers employed in County (except Special
Education) the minimum qualifications include:

1. Clearance Certificate AND

2. Bachelor's Degree

For teachers employed in County (except Special
Education) the minimum qualifications include:

1. Clearance Certificate AND

2. Bachelor's Degree in assigned field OR

3. Five years Successful Field Experience in CTAE field

For teachers employed in County (except Special
Education) the minimum qualifications include:

1. Clearance Certificate AND

2. Degree in subject area assigned OR

3. Coursework in subject area assigned OR

4. Passing Score on content area test in subject area assigned
OR

5. Five or more satisfactory work experience in a field directly
related to the subject area taught (example: Emergency
Technician courses may be taught by and EMT with at least 5
years of satisfactory work experience).




Reflecting on Your PQ

Developing LEA Professional Qualifications

1. Does your District find it difficult to hire teachers who are
fully certified?

2. If so, what grade levels and areas are difficult?

3. Using the answers to the two questions above, do you
think your District should waive certification?

4. If so, what grade levels and content areas should be
waived?

5. If your District waives certification, what are the minimal
qualifications you want candidates to have to teach in your
District?

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future

Georgia Department of Education



Reflecting on Your PQ
Task

In a small group of four,

1. Share your district’s current PQ with the other
members.

2. Reflect on challenges your district had with your PQ
this school year.

3. What is your district considering for PQ next school
year?

Be prepared to report out to the whole group on what
you discussed!

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future .., 2 Department of Educat o



Report Out
AND

Questions?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Gébor
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Making ESSA PQ and In-Field Easy

Title I, Part A Program Manager

Ken Banter
(404) 673-2372
kbanter@doe.k12.ga.us

Program Specialists

Metro 1 Robyn Planchard (678) 378-1532 rplanchard @doe.k12.ga.us

Metro 2 Olufunke Osunkoya (678) 378-1325 oosunkoya@doe.k12.ga.us

Metro 3 Karen Cliett (678) 217-1751 kcliett@doe.k12.ga.us
NW1 Anne Marie Wiseman (678) 217-2021 amwiseman@doe.k12.ga.us
Nw2 Sherri Minshew (678) 340-8388 sminshew @doe.k12.ga.us
NW3 Clarice Howard (678) 340-0370 choward@doe.k12.ga.us

Gdboe
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Making ESSA PQ and In-Field Easy

Program Specialists

NE1 Tammy Wilkes (678) 217-1677 twilkes@doe.k12.ga.us

NE2 Grace McElveen (678) 340-5055 gmcelveen@doe.k12.ga.us

NE3 Kathy Pruett (678) 340-9388 kpruett@doe.k12.ga.us

SE1 JaBra Harden Fuller (678) 340-9493 jharden@doe.k12.ga.us

SE2 Marijo Pitts-Sheffield (678) 340-5369 mpitts @doe.k12.ga.us

SE3 Elaine Dawsey (678) 217-6981 edawsey @doe.k12.ga.us

SWi1 Kim Ezekiel (678) 340-8443 kezekiel@doe.k12.ga.us

SW2 Kelly Roberts 404-991-4167 Kelly.herman-Roberts @doe.k12.ga.us
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