
 

Activity #1 
 

 Sit down with your scholar and hand them the passage included in your folder 

 Take out the version of the passage for you (found in the sheet protector) and a dry erase 

marker 

 Set a Ɵmer for 1 minute and begin the Ɵmer when your scholar reads the first word 

 As your scholar reads, mark each error by placing a line over the word (see error sheet in‐

cluded in packet) 

 At the end of 1 minute count up how many words were aƩempted and subtract the num‐

ber of errors. This is the fluency rate.  

 Ask your scholar the comprehension quesƟon found at the boƩom of the page.  

 Graph the results on the provided graph 

 Repeat daily! 

Activity #2 
OpƟon 1: Fiddle SƟcks 

‐Put sight word sƟcks into a cup 

‐Pull out sƟcks one at a Ɵme and say the word on the sƟck  

‐Make a stack of words your scholar knows, and a stack of words he doesn’t know 

‐Play daily  

OpƟon 2: Slap the words  

‐Spread the words out on a table face up 

‐Call out a word and the scholar will “slap” the word that you call out 

‐ConƟnue this process unƟl all the words have been called out  

‐Play daily  



Fluency Matters
If you’ve been around classrooms and teachers, you’ve probably heard the term “fluency.” Fluency is 
something worth knowing more about! Read on to find out what it is and how to develop it in your 
young learner. 

Fluency: What is it? Why is it important?
If someone is fluent in speaking another language or in playing an instrument, there’s a smooth, 
graceful and easy quality to it. The same is true with reading skills. Reading fluency is a child’s ability 
to read a book or other text correctly, quickly, and with expression. A fluent reader doesn’t have to 
stop and “decode” each word. Rather, most of the words can be read automatically. This means the 
reader can focus his attention on what the story or text means. For that reason, fluency is critically 
important — it’s the bridge between decoding words and understanding what has been read.

How can we foster reading fluency?
Parents can help their child develop reading fluency through a few simple and fun activities.

Paired or “buddy” reading
The easiest and best way to help your child develop fluency is to sit with your child and read! Read 
together every day, which is often called paired or buddy reading. To use paired reading, simply take 
turns reading aloud. You go first, as your reading provides a model of what good fluent reading sounds 
like. Then, ask your child to re-read the same page you just read. You’ll notice that your child’s reading 
will start to sound more and more like yours. Do this for several pages. Once your child is comfortable 
enough, and familiar enough with the book, take turns reading page for page.

Reread favorite books
Another way parents can help develop fluency is to build a tall stack of books that your child can 
read quickly and easily. Encourage your child to reread favorite books over and over again. With each 
reading, you may notice your child reading a bit easier, a bit faster, and with a bit more confidence and 
expression.

Record it
Another fun way to practice reading and build fluency is to have your child create her own audio 
books. This can be done simply with a tape recorder or audio recording feature or app (like Audioboo) 
on your phone. Or, use something more sophisticated like StoryKit, where a user can create an 
electronic storybook and record audio to accompany it. Regardless of the method you choose, your 
child will be practicing what they want to record and that reading practice is critical. Sharing your 
audio recordings with family and friends is a great motivator too! 
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Parent tips  for raising strong readers and writers 
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Brought to you by Reading Rockets, Colorín Colorado and LD OnLine

















Dolch Pre-Primer Sight Vocabulary 
 
Name:       Date Pretest:    % Correct:    

       Date  of test:    % Correct:    
 

a 
and 

away 
big 

blue 
can 

come 
down 
find 
for 

funny 
go 

help 
here 

I 
in 
is 
it 

jump 
little 
look 

make 
me 
my 
not 
one 
play 
red 

run 
said 
see 
the 

three 
to 

two 
up 
we 

where 
yellow 

you 

 

 
Your child identifies all circled words. Our goal is 100% by the end of November. 

Thanks for your help in practicing at home. 
Jill Perkins © 1998 

           

Color code:    purple = Sept.     blue = Nov.     green = Jan.     red = March     black = May 



Dolch Primer Sight Vocabulary 
 
Name:       Date Pretest:    % Correct:    

       Date  of test:    % Correct:    

all 
am 
are 
at 

ate 
be 

black 
brown 

but 
came 

did 
do 
eat 
four 
get 

good 
have 

he 

into 
like 

must 
new 
no 

now 
on 
our 
out 

please 
pretty 

ran 
ride 
saw 
say 
she 
so 

soon 

that 
there 
they 
this 
too 

under 
want 
was 
well 
went 
what 
white 
who 
will 
with 
yes 

 
Your child identifies all circled words. Our goal is 100% by the end of January of 1st Grade. 

Thanks for your help in practicing at home. 
Jill Perkins © 1998 

           

Color code:    purple = Sept.     blue = Nov.     green = Jan.     red = March     black = May 



Dolch Third Grade Sight Vocabulary 
 
Name:       Date Pretest:    % Correct:    

       Date  of test:    % Correct:    
 

about 
better 
bring 
carry 
clean 

cut 
done 
draw 
drink 
eight 
fall 
far 
full 
got 

grow 

hold 
hot 
hurt 

if 
keep 
kind 

laugh 
light 
long 

much 
myself 
never 
only 
own 
pick 

seven 
shall 
show 

six 
small 
start 
ten 

today 
together 

try 
warm 

 
Your child identifies all circled words. Our goal is 100% by the end of March of 3rd Grade. 

Thanks for your help in practicing at home. 
Jill Perkins © 1998 

           

Color code:    purple = Sept.     blue = Nov.     green = Jan.     red = March     black = May 


