October 16, 2012

Dear Clergy Member,

It is with a great sense of anticipation and expectation that | invite you and your congregation to partner
with Bulloch County Schools to support the education of boys and girls in our community. Preparing our
students to be well-educated, well-rounded, and contributing members of society is a huge undertaking,
and we believe it is necessary for the entire community to help our students achieve their maximum
potential.

National Parent Involvement Day is November 15, 2012. In recognition of this important event, Bulloch
County Schools will host our first Parent University for the 2012-2013 school year on Saturday,
November 10, 2012. This event will take place at the new Mattie Lively Elementary School from 8:00
a.m. until 12:00 noon. We are inviting all parents to attend, and we are asking for your assistance in
reaching out to them.

In addition, we are encouraging parents to involve themselves in their child’s school activities throughout
the entire year. Statistics show that parent involvement has a positive impact on student achievement, and
increased student achievement is what we all want to see happen in our community.

Students whose parents actively participate in school activities typically:

e Earn higher grades and test scores, and enroll in higher-level programs

e Are promoted, pass their classes, and earn necessary credits

e Attend school regularly

e Have better social skills, show improved behavior, and adapt well to school
e Graduate and go on to post-secondary education

It is our goal to provide every student in Bulloch County the opportunity to succeed, and we are proud to
partner with their parents in this endeavor. However, we cannot do this alone and need your support in
developing a new future for our students.

We look forward to seeing the parents from your congregation on Saturday, November 10, 2012, at
Mattie Lively Elementary School from 8:00 a.m. -12:00 noon for Parent University.

Sincerely,

Charles G. Wilson, Jr.
Superintendent
Bulloch County Schools



We invite you to utilize the following talking points in your recognition of parental involvement...

e Emphasize the importance of parental involvement in the success of a child.

e Encourage parents to actively participate in their child’s school life by volunteering or by
utilizing any of the methods described below.

¢ Encourage parents to stay informed about their child’s progress and about the happenings in their
child’s school.

e Encourage your congregation’s ongoing support of parental involvement.

e Commit to helping parents ensure the success of their child in school.

e Invite parents to attend Parent University on November 10 at Mattie Lively Elementary School.

Does a parent have to volunteer to be involved in their child’s school? No, there are many ways a parent
can support their child and their child’s school.

Here are just a few ways parents can support their child’s learning...
e Show they believe education is important by reading or looking for new opportunities to learn.
e Attend open house and parent conferences.
e Have a positive relationship with their child’s teacher and principal.
e Find out their child’s favorite subject and ask pertinent questions.
e Share information about their child’s favorite subject with the teacher.
e Find out if their child participates in class.
e  Ask their child about the day’s lesson and ask questions that encourage their child to think.
e Use Parent Portal, if possible, to follow their child’s progress.
e Help their child connect learning with fun.
e Give their child a variety of opportunities to explore, read and learn outside of the school day.
¢ Remind their child that they do not have to be great at everything but to always try their best.



