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Agenda

1. Navigating the ESOL 
Language Program website

2. EL Exit Procedures 
• Exit Flowcharts

• ACCESS Criteria

• EL Reclassification Form

3. Common Exit/Do Not Exit 
Errors

4. State Procedures for exiting 
EL/SWD

• Alternate ACCESS Exit

• Less-than-4-Domains Exit

5. Post-exit Monitoring 
Procedures for EL students 
with disabilities

6. Common Data Reporting Errors
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Navigating the ESOL 
Website

Whom To Contact

Common Acronyms

EL Entrance & Exit Flowcharts

Translation/Interpretation Guidelines

Number & Percent of ELs Who Attained 
Proficiency

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/English-to-Speakers-of-Other-Languages-%28ESOL%29-and-Title-III.aspx
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Simple Summary –

EL Entrance Procedures
• One-time HLS
• One-time ELP Screener

• Eligibility Criteria

• Parent Notification Timelines 
(30 days/10 days)

• Annual ELP Assessment 
➢All EL students (Title I)

➢Continuing Eligibility

• Parent Notification

EL Exit Procedures

• Annual ELP Assessment 
➢All EL students (Title I)

• Exit Criteria

• EL Reclassification Team 
Decision & Form

• Parent Notification
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English Learner (EL) 
Exit Procedures

• Kindergarten EL Exit Flowchart

• Grades 1-12 EL Exit Flowchart

• EL Reclassification Form

• Alternate ACCESS Exit Procedures

• Less-than-Four-Domains Exit Procedures

• Number & Percentage of ELs who Attained 
Proficiency in 2018 by LEA & SEA

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/2019-2020%20EL%20Exit%20Procedures%20(April%2012%202019).pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/NumberPercentageELsAttainingEnglishProficiency2018_LEA_SEA(2).pdf
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Standardized, Statewide 
EL Entrance & Exit Procedures

• Title III, Part A Statute [Sec. 3113(b)(2)]
• Establish & implement, standardized, statewide 

entrance and exit procedures.
• Title III Program Specialists will provide Technical Assistance

• Title III, Part A Program will monitor during Federal Programs’ 
Cross-functional Monitoring (CFM) cycle

Northwest GA Northeast GA Central GA South GA

TBD Dr. Adria Griffin Ms. Dely Roberts Ms. Tammie Smith
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EL Exit Flowchart –
For Kindergarten EL Students

Overall > 5
Listening > 5
Speaking > 5
Reading > 5

Writing > 4.5

Overall < 5
Listening < 5
Speaking < 5
Reading < 5

Writing < 4.5

No changes – Same as 2018!



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

EL Exit Flowchart –
For EL Students in Grades 1-12

Overall < 4.3 Overall CPL > 5

Overall 4.3 – 4.9

No changes to criteria!

Optional in 2018 - Required in 2019!
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LEA Flexibility – ACCESS CPL 4.3-4.9 
Considering EL Students for Reclassification

• LEAs may establish in written procedures a minimum criterion to 
consider EL students for exit within the state-approved range: 
ACCESS for ELLs® 2.0 Overall CPL 4.3-4.9. 

• An LEA may include additional measures in its standardized exit 
procedures that are valid, reliable, objective and applied and 
weighted the same way across the LEA.

• In order for local input to be applied and weighted consistently 
across the state, LEAs must convene an EL Reclassification Team to 
complete an EL Reclassification Form for all EL students scoring at 
or above the LEA-established minimum exit criterion, when this 
criterion falls in the 4.3-4.9 range.
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LEA Flexibility:
Considering EL Students for Reclassification

• Using this form, the EL Reclassification 
Team will decide whether to exit the 
EL student or not. 

• The final decision (whether or not to 
exit) must be recorded on the EL 
Reclassification Form, which must be 
maintained in the student’s 
permanent/cumulative file. 

(DO NOT PURGE!)

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/ESOL/Main%20Page/English%20Learner%20Reclassification%20Review%20Form%20Fillable.pdf
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Remember!

•An English Learner must be exited from EL 
status for ESEA purposes (i.e. for purposes of Title I and 
Title III requirements) when the student satisfies the 
state’s standardized, statewide exit procedures.

• The LEA may no longer use Title III funds for 
services for that exited student.
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Common Exit / Do Not Exit Errors:

Did Not Exit Exit Title III-Served 
Errors

• EL students with Overall 
CPL greater than
ACCESS 5.0

• EL students with Overall 
CPL above LEA-
established exit criterion 
and NO EL 
Reclassification Form

• Exited students with 
Overall CPL less than 
ACCESS 4.3

• Exited students with 
Overall CPL below LEA-
established exit criterion 
and NO EL 
Reclassification Form

• Exited students 
coded as Title III-
served

• Students who 
aren’t receiving 
ESOL services 
coded as receiving 
Title III-funded 
services.



Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.

Georgia’s EL Exit Procedures for 
English Learners with Disabilities

1. Students with significant cognitive disabilities

2. Students whose disability precludes 

assessment in one or more language domains 
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According to USDE:

• An EL with a disability can be “exited” from EL status when he/she no longer 
meets the definition of an EL.

✓When the student meets the State’s definition of “proficient” in English.

✓Depending on the state’s definition of proficiency, the LEA, school personnel and/or the 
IEP Team may have input into the decisions of whether a student is proficient in English.

• The IEP Team is not authorized to remove the “EL” designation before the 
student has attained English proficiency.

• LEA and/or school personnel do not have the authority under Federal law to 
remove a student’s EL status before the student has been deemed proficient in 
English solely because the student has an IEP.

Q & A Regarding Inclusion of ELs with disabilities in ELP Assessments and Title III Annual Objectives
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Alternate ACCESS Exit Procedures

Threshold for Considering EL Exit:

• Alternate ACCESS Overall CPL P2 (Emerging) 
for two consecutive years with IEP Team 
recommendation 

• Or any other Alternate ACCESS Overall CPL –
the same score - for three consecutive years 
with IEP Team recommendation.

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/Alternate%20ACCESS%20Exit%20Procedures%20April%202019.pdf
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WIDA’s Alternate ACCESS 
Composite Proficiency Levels
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Alternate ACCESS Exit Procedures

Procedures: 

• The IEP Team will serve as an English Learner (EL)
Reclassification Team by completing the state-provided EL 
Reclassification / IEP Team Rubric for English Learners with 
significant cognitive disabilities who have met the state’s 
established Alternate ACCESS Threshold for considering EL 
Exit, as stated above. (See Alt ACCESS EL Reclassification 
Rubric)

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/Alternate%20ACCESS%20Exit%20Procedures%20April%202019.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/Alternate%20ACCESS%20Exit%20Procedures%20April%202019.pdf
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Alternate EL Exit Criteria Evidence Reviewed Justification

Is an ESOL or 2nd language 

acquisition specialist a member 

of the EL Reclassification Team?

 Yes

 No

Name: _____________________

Role: ______________________

Is the EL student eligible for 

Georgia’s Alternate Assessment 

2.0? (See GAA 2.0 Eligibility 

Criteria)

 Yes

 No

GAA 2.0 Eligibility Criteria:

Year Eligible: ________________

Has the EL student performed at 

Alternate ACCESS Overall 

Composite Proficiency Level 

(CPL) P2 for two consecutive 

years?

 Yes

 No

Language Assessment Results:

Test Year__________ CPL _____

Test Year__________ CPL _____

Has the EL student performed at 

Alternate ACCESS CPL ______ for 

three consecutive years? (specify 

CPL)

 Yes

 No

Language Assessment Results:

Test Year__________ CPL _____

Test Year__________ CPL _____

Test Year__________ CPL _____

Is the EL student’s rate of 

language acquisition primarily 

attributed to the student’s 

disability rather than to English 

language proficiency?

 Yes

 No

 Anecdotal Notes & Observations

 Benchmark or Progress Monitoring 

Data

 Adaptive behavior skills assessment

 Academic Achievement & 

Functional Performance

Is English language proficiency 

no longer a barrier to full 

participation in the student’s 

individualized program of 

instruction, as specified in IEP 

goals?

 Yes

 No

 Anecdotal Notes & Observations

 Benchmark or Progress Monitoring 

Data

 Adaptive behavior skills assessment

 Academic Achievement & 

Functional Performance

EL Reclassification / IEP Team Rubric
(Only to be used with Alternate ACCESS Exit Procedures)

Student Name: ________________ GTID _________

Note: If an EL Student Exit is being considered, the IEP Team 
must review the six (6) criteria below and select Yes or No as 
applicable to the student. A Yes answer for Criteria #5 and #6 
requires a justification that contains evidence that the student 
meets the criteria. The Team’s final determination must 
consider the performance of English-only students in similar 
settings that have similar characteristics to the EL student being 
evaluated for reclassification (e.g. disability, grade level, 
educational background, etc.).

EL Reclassification / IEP Team Review Determination:
❑ Exit from EL Status                    
❑ Do not exit from EL status; student should remain coded as an English Learner.
Administrator Signature: __________________________Date: ___________________ 
Parent Signature: _______________________________ Date: ___________________

Alt ACCESS Rubric

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/GAA_2/Eligibility_Criteria_GAA.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/Alternate%20ACCESS%20Exit%20Procedures%20April%202019.pdf
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Less-Than-Four-Domains Exit Procedures

• The state has established that an English Learner 
(EL) with disabilities whose disability precludes 
assessment of one or more language domains 
should be considered for exit from English learner 
status when the student has met the following 
state-established criteria using a GaDOE-provided 
Designate Composite Proficiency Level (D-CPL).

Note: Students who are deaf, blind, and non-verbal would be considered as having a disability 
that precludes assessment in one or more language domains. Beyond these reasons, the 
Assessment Director should seek counsel from the GaDOE Assessment Division who would 
consult with Special Education and EL Learner Programs.

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/LessThanFourDomainsEL_Exit_ProceduresApril2019.pdf
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D-CPL Process

1. Administer the appropriate WIDA ACCESS for ELLs® or 
Alternate ACCESS language domain tests to the EL student as 
established in the IEP.

2. For each language domain test not administered, clearly mark 
Do Not Score with a reason code of SPD in the student test 
booklet or in WIDA AMS. 

3. NOTE: Although WIDA ACCESS Individual Student Report will 
only show results for the language domains administered and 
will not include composite proficiency levels, it should still be 
shared with parents in a language they understand.
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D-CPL Process (continued)

4. Using WIDA-provided language domain scale score tables, the GaDOE 
Assessment & Accountability Division will assign the lowest exit score 
for the missing language domain(s) to allow an overall composite 
proficiency level calculation.

5. The GaDOE Assessment & Accountability Division will calculate a 
Designate Composite Proficiency Level (D-CPL) for each EL student 
whose WIDA ACCESS score results are missing one or more language 
domains.

6. The GaDOE Assessment & Accountability Division will provide the 
school district with an ACCESS Designate Composite Proficiency Level 
(D-CPL) for each one of these EL students.
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Use D-CPL to Apply Appropriate Exit Criteria

• After receiving the DOE-generated D-CPL, the appropriate 
standardized, statewide EL exit criteria for the ACCESS for ELLs®

2.0 or the Alternate ACCESS Threshold for considering EL Exit 
would then be applied to determine whether the EL student will 
exit EL status or not.

ACCESS for ELLs® 2.0 Exit Criteria Flowchart 

Alternate ACCESS Threshold for Considering Exit 

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/EL%20Exit%20Flowchart%20Grades%201-12.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Documents/Title%20III/Alternate%20ACCESS%20Exit%20Procedures%20April%202019.pdf


Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.

Post-Exit Monitoring Procedures

• OCR-Required

• Teacher-driven

• Documented evidence

• 2 Years ONLY!
• EL=1

• EL=2
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Alt ACCESS Post-Exit Monitoring Procedures

• For two school years, the exited student’s progress toward IEP goals 
must be monitored by designated ESOL and Special Education personnel 
to ensure the student’s English proficiency is not a barrier to full 
participation in classroom instruction and assessment in English.

• Monitoring documentation will be maintained in the exited student’s 
records.

• The IEP team with a 2nd language specialist could revisit the EL 
Reclassification decision during the two-year post-exit period of 
monitoring student’s progress, if the team determines the student would 
benefit from language assistance services as provided by the ESOL 
language program. 
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Data Collection Common Errors

30 June

• Did we report the 
Title III-served 
students 
correctly?

• Did we code EL-
No students as 
Title III-served?

• Did we code 
ESOL-No 
students as 
Title III-served?

30 June

• Are Immigrant 
students 
reported 
correctly?

• Did we check the 
date they 
entered U.S. 
schools?

• Is the Immigrant 
FLAG properly 
applied to 
students with 
less than 3 yrs. in 
US schools?

1 July

• You can begin 
changing recently 
Exited EL 
students’ status 
from EL=Yes to 
EL=1.

Oct FTE

• Are Immigrant 
students 
reported 
correctly?

• Are exited EL 
students 
reported 
correctly?

• Are EL=Yes 
students 
reported 
correctly?

• Are EL students’ 
ESOL delivery 
models reported 
correctly?
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