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What is the English Learner 
Testing Participation Committee (EL-TPC)?

IS
• A team decision 

• Testing accommodations for 
the GA Milestones, GKIDS, and 
other classroom assessments.

• Testing accommodations for 
English learners without
disabilities

IS NOT
• An individual decision

• Testing accommodations for the 
ACCESS 2.0

• Testing accommodations for 
English learners with disabilities

2019-2020 Student Assessment Handbook, pp. 93-98

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/For%20Educators/Student_Assessment_Handbook_August_2019.pdf
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EL-TPC Team Considerations

• What are the EL student’s levels of English proficiency 
in Listening, Reading, and Writing?

• What are the EL student’s previous GA Milestone’s 
assessments results?

• Which accommodations were previously provided?

• What are the EL student’s recent district formative or 
benchmark data? 

• Were accommodations used for these assessments?

• Does the student have any unique sociocultural needs 
with regards to testing?
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GOAL of EL-TPC Guidelines

• Build consistency across the state in the application of 
accommodations for English learners

• Create a gradual release model: 

❖As student’s level of English proficiency increases year to 
year, the number of testing accommodations decreases.

❖Accommodations should give English learners access, not 
advantage, in the testing experience.

❖Accommodations should reflect individual student need –
One size does not fit all!
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ELs @ WIDA ELP Levels 1.0 – 2.9

• English learners with beginning English proficiency

• Reading & writing skills in English is very limited

• Oral supports (in English) are recommended, rather 
than written accommodations

• Even oral accommodations may not benefit 
students at lowest ELP level

• These students need accommodations but are least 
equipped to use them!
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ELs @ WIDA ELP Levels 3.0 – 3.9

• English learners with intermediate English proficiency

• Have developed some literacy in English and can benefit from some 
written and oral accommodations

• Need for accommodations varies considerably depending on 
unique sociocultural background, student characteristics and 
literacy demands of the test.

• Bilingual word-to-word dictionaries may be beneficial when EL is 
literate in his/her home or primary language and has recently 
received schooling in that language
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ELs @ WIDA ELP Levels 4.0 – 5.9

• English learners or Exited English learners with decreased need for 
most accommodations

• Bilingual Word-to-word dictionaries (and extra time to use them) 
may be helpful if the EL is literate in his/her native language and 
has received recent instruction in that language (whether in the 
U.S. or abroad)
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Proposed EL-TPC Decision-making Guidelines

Consider whether setting accommodations are necessary or not. 
Consider student’s sociocultural adjustment needs.

Be careful not to over-accommodate
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Extended Time is defined as time allotted within the confines of a school day. 
(2019-2020 Student Assessment Handbook, p. 95)

https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/For%20Educators/Student_Assessment_Handbook_August_2019.pdf
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EL Language Programs Help Desk

678-794-3695

ELPrograms@doe.k12.ga.us

mailto:ELPrograms@doe.k12.ga.us

