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Session Logistics

• Handouts: Session handouts are available for download in the 
handouts section on your screen and at www.gadoe.org/sdeevents

• Questions: Use the question box to type questions or comments 
throughout the presentation

• Feedback: We ask all participants complete the pop-up feedback 
survey after the close of the session

• Recording: A link to the session recording and certificate of attendance 
will be emailed in 24-hours

• On Demand: All sessions will be available on-demand following the 
conference on the SDE Events and Conference webpage

http://www.gadoe.org/sdeevents
http://www.gadoe.org/sdeevents
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Goals for today’s session:

Provide examples of 
how to actively 
engage families of all 
students. 

1

Identify methods to 
provide families with 
academic information 
to help support 
student learning.

2

Provide strategies to 
consistently and 
effectively 
communicate 
with families.

3

Discuss awareness 
of mental health and 
wellness of students

4
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Family-School Partnership Program

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Partnerships/Pages/Parent-Engagement-Program.aspx
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Georgia’s 
Systems of 
Continuous 

Improvement

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/default.aspx

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/default.aspx
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National Standards for Family-School Partnerships

http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3126

Standard 2—Communicating Effectively​

Families and school staff engage in regular, two-

way, meaningful communication about student learning.

Goal 1: Sharing Information Between School 

and Families: Does the school keep all families 

informed about important issues and events and 

make it easy for families to communicate with 

teachers?​

❖ Using multiple communication paths​.

❖ Surveying families to identify issues and concerns​.

❖ Having access to the principal​.

❖ Providing information on current issues​.

❖ Facilitating connections among families​.

http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3126
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Title I-A, 
Section1116 

Every Student 
Succeeds Act 

(ESSA)

• (1) IN GENERAL – A local educational agency 
may receive funds under this part only if such 
agency conducts outreach to all parents and 
family members and implements programs, 
activities, and procedures for the involvement of 
parents and family members in programs assisted 
under this part consistent with this section. Such 
programs, activities, and procedures shall be 
planned and implemented with meaningful 
consultation with parents of participating 
children.
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Family 
Engagement

• The definition of parental involvement can be found in Section 
8101(39) of the ESSA and states:

• The term parental involvement means the participation of parents 
in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving 
student academic learning and other school activities, including 
and ensuring that:

• Parents play an integral role in assisting their child's learning.

• Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child's 
education at school.

• Parents are full partners in their child's education and are 
included, when appropriate, in decision-making as well as being a 
part of the advisory committees to assist in the education of their 
child.

• Other activities are carried out, such as those described in Section 
1116.
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Title I-A, Section 
1116 
Every Student 
Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), General 
School 
Requirements

• Annual Title I Meeting

• School Parent and Family Engagement Plan

• School-Parent Compact

• Building Parent Capacity (The “Shalls”)

• Building School Staff Capacity

• (Input and Distribution)

• See the Georgia Department of Education –
Family-School Partnership page at 
http://partnerships.gadoe.org for more 
information.

http://partnerships.gadoe.org/
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Involvement 
vs. 

Engagement

“The distinction between engagement and involvement seems to be 
grounded in the act of mutual benefit. The word engagement is further 
defined as contact by fitting together; the meshing of gears.”
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What is the 
purpose of 

Family 
Engagement?

Please type in the 
Question box



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 14



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 15

Beyond the Bake 
Sale

“The evidence is consistent, positive, 
and convincing: families have a major 
influence on their 
children’s achievement. When 
schools, families, and 
community groups work together to 
support learning children tend to do 
better in school, stay in school longer, 
and like school more.”

Summary of Key Findings from: A New 
Wave of Evidence: The Impact of 
School, Family and Community 
Connections of Student Achievement.​

Henderson, A. et al (2007) Beyond the 
Bake Sale, The Essential Guide to 
Family-School Partnerships. The 
NY Press​
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The Carnegie Foundation

https://www.carnegie.org/media/filer_public/f8/78/f8784565-4bd6-4aa3-bd80-2b98fd43380e/parent-engagement-2018.pdf
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Family Engagement Playbook

“When relationships with educators are characterized by mutual respect, 
trust, open communication, and inclusion in decision making, families are 
more likely to feel confident about their roles as advocates and to become 

more engaged in their children’s learning.”​

https://medium.com/familyengagementplaybook
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Resources for your Families
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Academic Learning Resources

Georgia Home Classroom 

Georgia Public Broadcasting

PBS Learning Media
Discovery Education

https://www.gpb.org/education/learn
https://www.gpb.org/education/learn
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/
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Scholastic

Google, Teach from Home

Georgia Aquarium

Varsity Tutor

Academic Learning Resources

https://www.scholastic.com/home/?psch=CORP/ps/2017/Google/txtl/Core|Exact/ENT|Brand|Core|Exact/scholastic/48431176764/e/MultiBUHeadline/Scholastic%20Enterprise%20659-765-1234/&k_clickid=_kenshoo_clickid_&gclid=CjwKCAjw_NX7BRA1EiwA2dpg0og2lZqZOy8boGrtAQwm6k-86eEvmMWugXQmOYH8thJiO6K7qLWuCBoC2YIQAvD_BwE
https://teachfromanywhere.google/intl/en/#for-teachers
https://www.georgiaaquarium.org/at-home-learning-with-georgia-aquarium/
https://www.varsitytutors.com/virtual-school-calendar?f_class_size=large-group
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Virtual Expeditions Video

Video Feature for Virtual Expeditions: Reaching Your Families and Communities for Student Success

https://youtu.be/zvxX1eQ2PQM

https://youtu.be/zvxX1eQ2PQM
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Let’s Take 
Minute to 
Reflect!!!
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Family 
Resources 
from GPB

Start-6:50   Stop-34:11 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcb9B35xAU4&t=1698s
GaDOE Family-School Partnership Deep Dive Learning with GPB and NASA!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcb9B35xAU4&t=1698s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcb9B35xAU4&t=1698s
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Just Released!
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Virtual Communications
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Engaging Families 
Using Social Media

• Outreach

• Time-Sensitive Information

• Build Relationships

• Share Good News

• Serve as a Source for Online Learning for Parents



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 28

https://mailchimp.com/?ds_rl=1276838&gclid=Cj0KCQjwvIT5BRCqARIsAAwwD-QPtnjlBaOLPk3P00L0GaZWu0Y-neARRgxIY0PBiAJhDRS_SN_ABGYaAoTDEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 29



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 30



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 31



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 32



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 33

Let’s Take 
Minute to 
Share!!!
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Mental Health and Wellness 
for the Whole Child
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Start-1:26:13   Stop-1:37

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ02H87d-Pk

Virtual Expeditions: Engaging Families in the New Normal, pt. I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ02H87d-Pk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ02H87d-Pk
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Questions?

• For questions about family engagement 
activities, contact your Family Engagement 
Specialist. 

• For questions about using Title I funds for 
family engagement activities, coordinate 
with your Title I Director to contact your 
Title I Area Specialist.

http://www.gadoe.org/support
John Wight, Director
Federal Programs

(404) 463-1857 
jwight@doe.k12.ga.us

http://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/title-i/Documents/Title%20I,%20Part%20A/FY18/FY18%20Title%20I%20Service%20Areas%20by%20Specialist.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/support
mailto:jwight@doe.k12.ga.us
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Family-School Partnership Program Contact Information

Mandi Griffin, Family Engagement 
Specialist

404-576-5086 mgriffin@doe.k12.ga.us

Susan Holcomb, Program Manager 404-326-4395 sholcomb@doe.k12.ga.us

Harriett Neal, Federal Programs 
Administrative Assistant

hneal@doe.k12.ga.us

Dawn Scott, Family Engagement 
Specialist

404-694-4209 dscott@doe.k12.ga.us

John Wight, Director
Federal Programs

404-463-1857 jwight@doe.k12.ga.us

http://partnerships.gadoe.org

@GaDOEPartners bit.ly/gadoeparentsyoutube GaDOEPartnerships

http://partnerships.gadoe.org/
bit.ly/gadoeparentsyoutube
https://www.facebook.com/GaDOEPartnerships
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Session Feedback

Share your conference highlights now!                                 

@GaDOESDE

https://twitter.com/GADOESDE
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