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Session Norms

• Place electronics on silence/vibrate. 

• Remain engaged in learning.

• Respectfully share opinions.

• Ask questions for clarification to avoid making assumptions.
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• I can discuss ways to support co-planning for  specially-
designed instruction for students with disabilities.

• I can discuss strategies/resources to support effective co-
planning for students with disabilities.

• I can discuss how to provide specially designed instruction 
(SDI) for students with disabilities in accessing the general 
curriculum.

Learning Targets
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Activator: Teacher Keys
Effectiveness System (TKES)

Which standards of TKES are impacted 
by effective co-planning?  
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Teacher Keys Effectiveness
System Alignment

• Standard 1: Professional Knowledge 
The teacher demonstrates an understanding of the curriculum, subject content, pedagogical 
knowledge, and the needs of students by providing relevant learning experiences. 

• Standard 2: Instructional Planning 
The teacher plans using state and local school district curricula and standards, effective strategies, 
resources, and data to address the differentiated needs of all students.

• Standard 3: Instructional Strategies 
The teacher promotes student learning by using research-based instructional strategies relevant to the 
content area to engage students in active learning and to facilitate the students’ acquisition of key 
knowledge and skills. 

• Standard 4: Differentiated Instruction 
The teacher challenges and supports each student’s learning by providing appropriate content and 
developing skills which address individual learning differences. 
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Table Talk: Actions During 
Effective Co-planning

• In groups of three, reach a consensus regarding 
3-4 actions that should be evident during effective 
co-planning for SWD.

• List these actions on your post-its (one per post-it).

• Categorize your responses on chart-paper.
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Integrating the Essential Components of  

Georgia’s Tiered System of Supports for Students with Georgia’s 

Systems of Continuous Improvement

MTSS:  Integrating the What and the How
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Tier I: Primary Level 
of Prevention – Instruction/ 

Core Curriculum

Tier III: Tertiary Level 
of Prevention – Intensive 

Intervention

Tier II: Secondary Level 
of Prevention - Intervention

3% to 5% of 
students

80% of students

15% of students

Students receive services at all levels, depending on need.

Georgia’s Multi-Level Prevention System

SST
Question to Ponder -

What factors might 

impact a school that 

has an inverted 

pyramid based upon 

their numeracy data?
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State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) 
Identified Barriers

Access to the General Curriculum 

for ALL Students

Access to Positive School Climates 

for ALL Students

Provision of Specially-Designed Instruction in 
the Least Restrictive Environment 
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What is Specially Designed 
Instruction (SDI)?

Specially Designed Instruction is….

Adapting as appropriate the content, methodology or 
delivery of instruction (i) to address the unique needs of 
a child that result from the child’s disability; and (ii) to 
ensure access of the child to the general curriculum, so 
that the child can meet the same educational standards 
within the Jurisdiction of the public agency that apply to 
all children. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), 34C.F.R §300.39.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLE8L5junwg

about:blank
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Content

Refers to knowledge 

and skills being taught 

to the student with a 

disability are different 

from what is being 

taught to general 

education students. Delivery
Refers to the way 

instruction is delivered to a 

student with a disability is 

different from how delivered 

to general education 

students.

Methodology
Refers to utilizing different 

instructional strategies and 

approaches to teach 

content to a student with 

disability, which may not be 

utilized with general 

education students.  
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SDI within Georgia’s Tiered
System of Supports for Students

• All students, including students with disabilities, receive core instruction in 
mathematics (Tier I) and supplemental (Tier II) and intensive interventions 
(Tier III ) as needed; students with disabilities also receive SDI

• SDI occurs within all tiers of the MTSS framework

• SDI is required under IDEA and only available to eligible students with 
identified disabilities with an IEP

• SDI is what the teacher does

• https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-
Education-Services/Documents/SDI-chart.pdf

about:blank
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Actions During Co-planning

It’s a time for the special and general educators to:

• discuss standards and learning targets, 

• review student performance data by subgroup and determine next steps, 

• discuss previous lessons, 

• share upcoming lesson plans, 

• determine research- based strategies to address student processing, academic and/or 

behavioral deficits (SDI), 

• analyze student tasks and activities, 

• model use of manipulatives, 

• discuss misconceptions

• determine the explicit role of each teacher during each part of the 3-part lesson,

• examine assessments, and 

• discuss students who did and did not learn the content and determine next steps.
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Why is co-planning important?

• Provides job-embedded professional learning as teachers learn best from 
other teachers and learn a variety of teaching strategies/accommodations

• Accomplishes a team approach so that teachers work together rather in 
isolation

14

• Promotes a shared responsibility for all learners
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• Allows frequent dialogue about the curriculum, standards, learning targets, 
teaching strategies/SDI, interventions, and enrichment opportunities

• Empowers co-teachers to be committed with a purpose

15

Why is co-planning important?

• Sees positive results which motivates teachers and students 
to do whatever it takes to beat the odds

• Capitalizes on the expertise of two, highly qualified 
professionals
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Table Talk

•Discuss in small groups and list on Post-its 
the resources needed to effectively co-plan 
for students with disabilities. 

•Share responses with the group.
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Planning Documents

• Planning Agenda (standing agenda items)

• Lesson Plans/Unit Plans/Georgia Department of Education Frameworks

• Achievement Level Descriptors

• Georgia Standards of Excellence (https://www.georgiastandards.org)

• Curriculum-at-a Glance Documents

• School and District Calendar(s) 

• Instructional/assessment/Behavioral accommodations for SWDs 
(conceptual/visual/special etc.) 

• Common assessment/progress monitoring  data 

• Other Resources (content specific resources, SLDS   resources, 
vocabulary strategies. technology)

• Individual Learning Plan, including SDI

• High Leverage Practices (HLPs)

• Etc.

17
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What are High-Leverage 
Practices (HLPs)?

Fundamental to 
effective 
teaching

Cut across content 
domains and 
grade levels

Used frequently
Supported by 

research

18

(http://www.teachingworks.org/work-of-teaching/high-leverage-practices)

about:blank


Examples of HLPs

about:blank


Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.

High Leverage Practices Crosswalk

https://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/HLP-Crosswalk-with-PSEL1.pdf

about:blank
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Review of the IEP
• Review present levels of performance, goals and objectives,  and accommodations or

modifications for instruction and/or testing

• SDI should be listed throughout the IEP

Develop Individual Plan
• Examine the student with disability from all aspects of the learning profile (learning style, 

assessment gender, cultural aspects, etc.)

• Examine information about the specific processing systems (which may affect the student with 

disability (often found in  the psychological evaluation)

How do we co-plan effectively for students 
with disabilities?
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Individual Learning Plan (ILP)

22

Specially-designed Instruction (SDI)
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Individual Learning Plan (ILP)

Given the sample ILP, discuss in small 
groups how this tool could be useful in 
helping to effectively co-plan for SWD.
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Lesson Plan Template Analysis

• In small groups, analyze the lesson plan template that has been 
provided.

• Discuss components that are not explicitly noted on your school’s 
lesson plan template.

• In groups, discuss why each of those components not listed are 
critically important to meeting the needs of SWD. 
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Resources for Supporting Co-planning

Flexible Grouping 
Matrix

Teachers Actions During Co-teaching
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Teachers Actions During Co-teaching

• Discuss in groups how the actions listed in the 
second column  differ from what you might see 
when observing a co-taught classroom, when 
adequate time has not been provided for co-
planning.

• Given the actions in the 2nd column discuss which 
actions require the co-teachers to have actual 
face-to-face co-planning time.
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Integrating SDI to Address Deficits (14:40) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZKy7uWqrKk

• With your group discuss the following:

• What strategies were used to address the following deficits:

• Groups 1 and 2: Visual Processing

• Groups 3 and 4: Memory

• Groups 5 and 6: Language

• If a deficit was not addressed, what SDI would you suggest for 
the teacher(s) given your assigned group?

about:blank
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Next Steps

• Discuss with your group, at least 2 next steps using the content 
from today.

• Participants will be asked to share out some of their 
responses.
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https://tinyurl.com/2020ILC

Session Feedback

Thank you for attending our session.  

Please take a moment to provide 

your feedback.

Share your conference highlights now! 

@GaDOESDE

about:blank
about:blank
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